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This is Christmas day., Christmas is giftaesgiving and getting
Chrices
ber when Christmes R was & matter of gphwiug getting Ghkd
of
the Christ child as a gift, aend all/our

gifes.

presents were 2 mark of the

fact that we had been given the gife of Christ Jesus in history.

bled giving gifts as & markim of our decision to give

Then we ens

- thanks and to articulsete the thanks by giving gzifts to other pooples

tooury Tayllites,

that it %@g
Then 1 remember that Christmas became for us rather/én %

mEy is & i gife,

& matter a discovering that life itself »

in vhich we have been given all of life and indeed are getting life
and that

day after day after day,/ Christme

s for

& §&8 the ©4

. Llife and thet we are in turn

the §%§§ thaet we have been given ¢
lives
%é%i&%jﬁ“ B a8 & result of the gift that Christmes is to ugy thet ¥

life iz to us.

it secmd to me that those are two of the periocds in the

~s

Journey of self-consciousness in which we ere now no longer in those

#x eras of the jourmey of feith, Hut rather

now Christunes is electing the destiny that iz ours. Mo, Christ

is the faet that we &re, we

; Ethe gife, that we sre the gife, the

Feople of Gody it is those By it iz thst body of people |

Jesus is the gift to history,that life itself is a 5

Noy that we are the gift to history. The Feople of God is God's

fgﬁﬁﬁ 8ift to civilization. 4nd so it is that we have been getting
G
fiif% day after day after day, that we have beenesthst we are those

who give

anks for the fact thet life, all of it, is given. All of

the life thet hes been glven in history is i apdl theveby

the giving of gifts is the giving of our whe

g life as the

embodinent, as the demonstration

of the new life, of human life, of

the redeemed life; oh, indeed it is the givlng back mf of every man



ge 2

baeck
che givlng/to every men of the n

the holiness of 1if iteelf. 1t is the embodiment, Ho lenger

gh proglainmation is

our tash, e axe in the eme of demonstration in the twentith centucy.

We are the sanctified ones; no, we are those who ere called to give
Clhie
life/sanctus of life, to give life sanctified through history, teo

e 1live

demonstrete vhat it means to 2 the holy life,

1ife in holineas, o érrogence here, no pride, it is si ply & matter
tion that is

of giving kakm thaaks for cur ele@tion, electing the elee

show forth, to de

astrate,

oursy to be the sanctification of life, to

to &b embody the % new life that is the twentith century resurrection,

that is the twentith century showing forth of sanetification.
S0 let us be this day the demonstrationj let usg be that celebretia
of the fact that we have decided to be the eslected onea, decdided te be

day. dm

be senctified ones this

the Feople of God, decided teo

in Christ o Lord, Senmn,




