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7776 task before us now, 
If we can shake our 
ancient prejudices, 
Is to build the earth. 

--Teilhard de C h a r d i n 



P R E F A C E 

T h r o u g h o u t h i s t o r y the re have been t imes in w h i c h cu l t u r e s have e x p l o d e d 
w i t h c r e a t i v i t y , in w h i c h c i v i l i z a t i o n s have f l o w e r e d , in w h i c h peop le have i n ven t ed 
soc ie ty anew in a great upsu rg ing o f t he h u m a n s p i r i t . T h e r e is a sense o f d e s t i n y 
a b o u t such ages, o f recovery o f t he past and o f r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r t h e f u t u r e . Such 
an age led t o t h e i n v e n t i o n o f t h e E g y p t i a n p y r a m i d s . Such an age sent e x p l o r e r s 
a r o u n d t h e w o r l d f r o m E l i zabe than Eng land t o f o u n d an e m p i r e . Such an age is 
o u r o w n , pu l s i ng w i t h h u m a n p o t e n t i a l in t h e m i d s t o f seeming l y anarch i c co l lapse . 
W h a t is d e m a n d e d t o re lease that p o t e n t i a l is a p rac t i ca l v i s i on o f h o w such an age 
can be made man i f e s t . Such a p rac t i ca l v i s ion was i n ven ted b y t h e Research A s s e m b l y 
o f S u m m e r 7 1 and S u m m e r 7 2 . 

T h i s p rac t i ca l v i s i on is based u p o n f i ve f u n d a m e n t a l screens, n a m e d t h e F ive 
Pi l lars o f social analys is . T h e f i r s t p i l l a r is t h a t soc i e t y is, in t h e f i r s t ins tance , a 
d y n a m i c a l l y i n t e r r e l a t ed set o f processes, and o n l y seconda r i l y t h e i n s t i t u t i o n s , 
f o r m s and roles in w h i c h these processes f i n d c o n c r e t i o n . T h e second p i l l a r is t h a t 
o f t h e re la t ive imba lance w h i c h a lways preva i ls a m o n g these processes a t a g iven 
t i m e in h i s t o r y . T h e t h i r d p i l l a r ho ld s t h a t t h e emerg ing social i d e o l o g y o f o u r d a y , 
t h e consensed r a t i ona l e f o r soc ie ty ' s ve ry ex i s tence , is " A l l t h e ea r th be longs t o a l l 
t he p e o p l e . " T h e f o u r t h p i l l a r a f f i r m s t h e ex i s tence o f d i scernab le social c o n t r a 
d i c t i o n s w h i c h p r e v e n t t he s t r u c t u r a l m a n i f e s t a t i o n s o f t h i s i d eo l ogy . T h e f i f t h 
p i l l a r a r t i cu l a tes a series o f p rac t i ca l p roposa l s , i n t e r r e l a t ed b y v i r t u e o f be ing b u i l t 
o n t h e f i r s t f o u r p i l l a r s , w h i c h w i l l i nc lus i ve l y create t h e N e w Soc ia l Veh i c l e . These 
Five Pi l lars represent t h e w o r k o f t h e S u m m e r ' 71 Research A s s e m b l y . 

T h e S u m m e r ' 7 2 Research A s s e m b l y began its w o r k b y d r a w i n g t o g e t h e r 
t h e social p roposa l s w h i c h w i l l b e n e f i t al l d i f f e r e n t d i m e n s i o n s o f t h e social p r o 
cess in a single w h i r l i n g set o f r e l a t i onsh ips . T h e f i ve have been n a m e d t h e F ive 
Nexus . T h e f i r s t nexus cal ls f o r a r ec rea t ion o f t h e m y t h o l o g i c a l basis o f soc i e t y 
in a w a y a u t h e n t i c t o secular m a n . T h e second nexus proposes t o t a l l y r enewed 
educa t i ona l s t ruc tu res and f o r m s across t h e g lobe . T h e t h i r d nexus d e m a n d s t h e 
r e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f p r i m a l c o m m u n i t y in t h e m i d s t o f t h e f r a g m e n t a t i o n o f u r b a n 
c i v i l i z a t i o n . T h e f o u r t h nexus designs a u t h e n t i c p a r t i c i p a t i o n f o r every h u m a n 
be ing in t h e dec is ions w h i c h a f f e c t his l i f e . T h e f i f t h nexus insists t h a t t h e present 
e c o n o m y ope ra te se l f-consc ious ly f o r t h e b e n e f i t o f t h e w h o l e g lobe . 

T h i s b o o k is t h e f i r s t p r o d u c t o f t h e S u m m e r ' 7 2 Research A s s e m b l y . 
I t p a i n t s a p rac t i ca l v i s i on o f t h e N e w Socia l Veh i c l e b y means o f an i n t r o d u c 
t i o n and an essay o n each o f t h e f i v e nexus . I t a r t i cu l a tes t h e d e p t h long ings o f 
m e n in o u r day f o r a w a y o f i n v e n t i n g a u t h e n t i c soc i e t y anew. I t is a cal l t o a 
n e w age o f c r e a t i v i t y , o f c i v i l i z a t i o n , o f l i f e i t se l f . 



I. INTRODUCTION 

1. A st ranger w a l k e d i n t o t he o l d c i t y . De l i be r a t e l y , a l m o s t 
r e ve ren t l y , he w a n d e r e d t h r o u g h the deserted streets u n t i l a t last he 
s t o p p e d be fo r e t h e remains o f a great t e m p l e . He l o o k e d u p at t h e 
c r u m b l i n g m a s o n r y and b r o k e n p i l l a rs . E ve r ywhe re his eyes f o u n d o n l y 
r u i n o f t h a t w h i c h once had been the sp l end id ach i evement o f m a n y 
dreams. 



2. M o v i n g s l o w l y t h r o u g h the co l lapsed c i t y , he b r o o d e d a l o u d t o 
t h e r u b b l e , " W h a t we r e y o u r d r e a m s ? " As he searched, he t r i e d t o imag ine 
h o w those n o w b r o k e n b u t once m a g n i f i c e n t c o l u m n s had l o o k e d as t h e y 
had s t o o d p r o u d l y dec l a r i ng t h e i n t e g r i t y o f a n o b l e c i v i l i z a t i o n . Y e t he 
c o u l d n o t solve t h e r i d d l e o f t h e i r f a l l n o r imag ine w h a t abrasive p o w e r 
had t o p p l e d t h e m at last. 

3. Restlessly, he searched f o r pa t t e rns in t he landscape o f b r o k e n 
s tone u n t i l f i n a l l y his m i n d began t o c o n s t r u c t a p i c t u r e o f w h a t his 
f a the rs had c r ea t ed . W i t h t h a t v i s i on his o w n d r e a m f o r t he f u t u r e t o o k o n 
f o r m and substance. F r o m deep w i t h i n came a r i p p l e o f l aughte r , t h e 
beg inn ings o f a song. He r o l l e d u p his sleeves and began t o w o r k . 

4 . T h e r e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f a co l l apsed soc i e t y c a n n o t be 
a c c o m p l i s h e d s i m p l y w i t h l aughte r o r a song o r ro l l ed-up sleeves. We k n o w 
t h a t . A n d , o f course , those par ts o f o u r w o r l d c o m m u n i t y o u t o f balance 
are n o t s ta t i c p i les o f debr i s . T h e y are m o r e l i ke w h i r l i n g , c l a n k i n g 
mach ines o r b l i n k i n g l igh ts and b l a r i n g ho rns . T h e y are d y n a m i c , 
i n t e r - m i n g l i n g c o m p l e x e s o f p r o b l e m s w h i c h requ i re a soph i s t i c a t ed 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g and m a k e even expe r t s w i t h d r a w in c o n f u s i o n . 

5. In these pages w e mean t o descr ibe a universa l u p w e l l i n g o f 
d e t e r m i n a t i o n t h a t these p r o b l e m s y i e l d . T h e r e is a shak ing o f f o f t h e o l d 
load o f f u t i l i t y , a squa r ing o f shou lders , a reach ing o u t f o r t h e means o f 
m a k i n g t h i n g s r i g h t , o f ins i s t ing t h a t social processes be responsive t o t h e 
real needs o f m a n . T h a t t i m e has c o m e across t h e ea r th . A n d t h i s is t h e 
l aughte r , t h e song , and t h e ro l l ed-up sleeves. 

6. T h i s is a m o m e n t o f w o n d e r , s h i m m e r i n g w i t h t he c o n c e n t r a t e d 
awareness o f T e i l h a r d de Cha rd in ' s w o r d s , " N o w is t he t i m e , i f w e can 
shake o u r anc i en t p re jud i ces , t o r e b u i l d t h e e a r t h . " 

7. T h i s is a v o r t e x o f h i s t o r y w i t h i n w h i c h e i t he r anc i en t p re jud ices 
are shaken loose, t h e m o m e n t seized and t h e ea r th r e b u i l t o r t he day ends, 
t h e l i g h t dies and ea r th decays. I t is as i f t h e f u t u r e o f c i v i l i z a t i o n wa i t s in 
a l i f e b o a t a t sea f o r a sh i p , any sh ip , headed whereve r , t o l i f t i t o n b o a r d 
and so d e t e r m i n e i ts f u t u r e course . 

8. A g a i n , i t is as i f m a n k i n d prepares f o r a great t e s t i ng l i ke go ing 
t h r o u g h , v i c a r i o u s l y , t h e m a n h o o d r i tes o f passage a m o n g a t r i b e o f 
abor ig ina l s in N e w Gu inea . A t t h e t i m e o f t h e r i t e a s i x t y - f o o t t o w e r is 
e r ec t ed . N o v i t i a t e s are t a k e n t o t h e t o p o f t h i s t o w e r and v ines are t i e d t o 
t h e i r ank les . T h e n , in a spectacu la r d r a m a , t h e y p l unge head f i r s t f r o m t h e 
t o w e r t o w a r d t h e g r o u n d . Jus t be fo r e t h e i r heads smash against t h e e a r t h , 
t h e v ines snap t a u t , s t r e t c h , t h e n c o n t r a c t , b o u n c i n g t h e m back u p , u n h u r t 
and t r a n s f o r m e d . Boys have s h o w n themselves m e n . 



9. A w a r e persons k n o w t h a t such a m o m e n t has c o m e f o r o u r 
p l ane t . We s tand o n t h e p l a t f o r m i n w a r d l y t r e m b l i n g w i t h d read t h a t 
comes w i t h k n o w i n g t h a t o n l y m e n , n o t boys , can d o w h a t is necessary. 
These pages c o n t a i n a series o f essays w h i c h descr ibe h o w creat ive energies 
w i t h i n t h e g loba l v i l lage can be released. F ive great b rushs t rokes , o r 
c o n c e n t r a t i o n s o f p roposa ls , each i d e n t i f i e d by t he w o r d " n e x u s , " h o l d 
these ins ights . 

10 . In cen tu r i es past, social change has c o m e t h r o u g h p o w e r f u l 
i nd i v i dua l s such as Lao Tze , L u t h e r , S i m o n Bo l i va r and A t t a t u r k . N o w , 
such change seeks a peop le t h r o u g h w h i c h t o w o r k its w a y . Once , a single 
m a n made t h e head f i r s t p lunge . T o d a y , i t is a peop le w h o poise, t en 
t h o u s a n d a t once , f o r t h e leap. O u t o f such t e r r i b l e purpose fu lness emerge 
t h e p rac t i ca l t o o l s c o n t a i n e d in these proposa ls . 

1 1 . Dreams t ake shape even o u t o f r u b b l e as men t r u s t t h e i r deep 
response t o a v i s ion ' s d e m a n d . O u t o f t h a t t r u s t surges a k i n d o f 
a d v e n t u r i n g w h i c h is t h e beg inn ing o f a l ong j o u r n e y t o make the en t i r e 
social process responsive t o the real needs o f t he h u m a n f a m i l y . These 
essays are t h e i n v i t a t i o n t o t h a t j o u r n e y . 



The first proposal nexus calls for a new 
mode of humanness articulated through a 
secular mythology which re-interprets 
individual and social significance in a 
post-modern context. 

II. SECULARIZED 

MYTHOLOGIES 

12. Man makes sense out of the dai ly happenings wh i ch are his life 
by telling himself stories about w h o he is, where he has come f rom, 
whence he is bound and what it is he is here for. These stories carry mores 
f rom the past, values of the present and offer a sense of sureness as he 
moves into the terrors of an uncerta in future. 



13. Even one-l ine e x p l a n a t i o n s t i e d t o one's i n t r o d u c t i o n are clues 
t o a person 's s t o r y o f his s ign i f i cance o r lack o f i t . " I ' m w i t h I B M , " is a 
l i gh t year d i s t a n t f r o m " I ' m j u s t a h o u s e w i f e , " in t h e se l f-wor th c o n v e y e d , 
y e t b o t h p o i n t t o t h e c o n t e x t t h a t t h a t person has set f o r h imse l f . 

14 . R o l l o May , a psychoana l y s t , has descr ibed t w o k i nds o f 
language. One is h o r i z o n t a l , an eve ryday t o o l w i t h w h i c h w e t a l k a b o u t 
facts and deta i l s . L i k e m a t h e m a t i c s , i t is a p rec i s ion i n s t r u m e n t . T h e o t h e r 
language is reserved f o r p o e t r y . I t a l l ows us t o reach deep d o w n i n t o t h a t 
reg ion o f h u m a n exper ience w h i c h o r d i n a r y w o r d s c a n n o t t o u c h . May 
calls t h i s " m y t h . " O u r usual d e f i n i t i o n o f m y t h as " u n t r u t h " comes f r o m 
a bias t h a t says t r u t h is l i m i t e d t o w h a t can be w e i g h e d , s l i ced , measured , 
b o i l e d , sme l l ed , o r in some w a y ana l yzed . I f i t c an ' t be, t h e n i t i sn ' t t r u e . 
Th i s a t t i t u d e ignores an immense d i m e n s i o n o f h u m a n exper i ence . 

15. May p o i n t s o u t t h a t m y t h s are t h e p r i m a r y carr iers o f a 
cu l t u r e ' s values. He suggests t h a t wheneve r a peop le no longer l ive o u t o f 
t h e values ca r r i ed b y t h e i r m y t h s , t he i r s tor ies t h e n become r i d i c u l o u s t o 
t h e m and t h e i r soc ie t y e i t he r creates new stor ies o r c rumb l e s . T h e H o r a t i o 
A lge r m y t h t h a t a y o u n g m a n w i l l p rosper i f he is hones t , w o r k s h a r d , and 
saves his m o n e y , has f aded i n t o an in te res t ing rel ic f r o m a n o t h e r age, 
because i t j u s t i sn ' t t r u e and every y o u n g m a n k n o w s i t . 

16. In recent t i m e s we ' ve d iscovered ourselves s i t t i n g l i ke surpr i sed 
c h i l d r e n a m o n g t h e b r o k e n , sca t te red pieces o f o u r t o y ba l loons . 
Acce l e ra ted change , sh i f t i ng values and new da ta a b o u t t he w o r l d all have 
j o i n e d t o sha t te r t h e o l d m y t h s w h i c h gave us o u r u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f w h a t 
i t means t o be h u m a n . W i t h t h e i r co l lapse , reasons f o r d a i l y w o r k have lost 
w e i g h t , and s tandards o f c o n d u c t no longer appear b i n d i n g . T h e o l d 
stor ies o u t o f w h i c h w e have l i ved n o w seem l ike t h e f rag i l e ashes o f b u r n t 
charcoa l w a i t i n g o n l y t o be scat tered b y t he f a i n t e s t breeze. 

17 . A necessary response is t h a t w e create a n e w w a y o f t a l k i n g 
a b o u t w h a t i t means t o be h u m a n w h i c h can be p o u r e d i n t o a secu lar ly 
m e a n i n g f u l sys tem w i t h s u p p o r t i n g s y m b o l s , ce remon ies , r i tua l s and 
m y t h s w h i c h h o l d values as p o w e r f u l f o r us as those once he ld f o r o u r 
g rand fa the r s b y t h e o l d m y t h s . We need a s t o r y ! We need a l o t o f s tor ies 
t h a t f i t o u r s i t u a t i o n . We need ways t o t a l k a b o u t t he n e x t 1,000 years 
t h a t w i l l give perspect ive f o r t h e long j o u r n e y be fo r e us. Tha t ' s w h a t 
secular ized m y t h o l o g i e s is all a b o u t . 

18. T h a t razor-edged need slashed at t h e v i t a l s t ruc tu res o f o u r 
soc ie t y . " B l u e Co l la r T r a p " was t h e o m i n o u s t i t l e f o r a T V d o c u m e n t a r y 
desc r ib ing t h e w o r k s i t u a t i o n o f m e n w h o l abor o n an assembly l ine . I t 
was a b o u t m e n whose s tomachs t u r n e d sick w i t h l o a t h i n g o f t h e i r j o b as 
t h e y w a l k e d u p t o t h e p l a n t gates each m o r n i n g ; w h o t o o k 6 0 - 7 0 days o f 
t h e year " o f f " ; w h o used a l coho l and drugs t o d u l l t h e i r f r u s t r a t i o n w h i l e 



o n t h e j o b ; and w h o d e l i b e r a t e l y damaged t h e p r o d u c t s t h e y p r o d u c e d as 
a w a y o f v e n t i n g t h e i r anger. W a t c h i n g , one i d e n t i f i e d w i t h t h e i r 
f r u s t r a t i o n a t s tor ies w h i c h al l a l ong p r o m i s e the " g o o d l i f e " i f y o u b u y 
t h i s o r t h e " r ea l t h i n g " i f y o u acqu i r e t h a t . T h e i r homes we re f u l l o f those 
t h i n g s , y e t t h e i r l ives we re e m p t y o f deep pu rpose . 

19. W i t h i n t h e d iagnos is lies t he cu re . F o r a resurgence o f t h e 
h u m a n s p i r i t , a new language f o r m a n i p u l a t i n g c u l t u r a l d i f f e r ences and 
social imba lances is an abso lu te necessi ty . M y t h is t he m o d e o f those 
stor ies w h i c h give sense, s t y l e , s ign i f i cance , and the p o w e r t h a t cap tu res 
i m a g i n a t i o n and f i n a l l y breaks t h r o u g h all l i m i t s i n t o t h e b r i l l i ance o f 
o r d e r e d mean ing . 

2 0 . A one-l ine se l f-story t h a t i l lus t ra tes one new s t y l e is, " I ' m b lack 
and I 'm p r o u d . " A n o t h e r , w h i c h sh i f t s c o n c e r n f r o m self t o a larger 
c o n t e x t , is J o h n F. K e n n e d y ' s appea l , " A s k n o t w h a t y o u r c o u n t r y can d o 
f o r y o u . A s k , r a the r , w h a t y o u can d o f o r y o u r c o u n t r y . " 

2 1 . T h e p r o b l e m is t h a t b o t h o f these stor ies are r educed . T h e y d o 
n o t r e f l e c t t h e g loba l c o n d i t i o n in w h i c h h u m a n s m u s t l ive f o r t he n e x t 
1 ,000 years. A f t e r t h e f i r s t m o o n w a l k , one w r i t e r observed t h a t w h a t w e 
learned was n o t t h a t w e are n o w set f ree t o e x p l o r e t he universe. W h a t w e 
d iscovered was t h a t there ' s n o o t h e r place f o r m a n t o go . T h i s p l ane t 
e a r t h , t h i s t i n y , j ewe l p l ane t set in hos t i l e , space b lackness, is whe re t he 
s t ruggle m u s t c o m e . N o t t h a t w e s h o u l d s top t h e space e x p l o r a t i o n s , he 
w r o t e , b u t t h a t w e m u s t n o t d a l l y w i t h t h e i l l u s i on t h a t t e c h n o l o g y w i l l 
get us o u t o f t h i s w o r l d , w i t h all o f its agonies and f r u s t r a t i o n s , t o a b e t t e r 
h o m e s o m e w h e r e o u t t he r e . 

2 2 . O u r s i t u a t i o n is t h a t ea r th is o u r nest, and t h e s tor ies w e te l l 
m u s t deve l op a universa l awareness o f t h a t r ea l i t y . T h e c u l t u r a l p o o l o f 
meaning-systems f r o m a r o u n d t h e p l ane t w i l l b e c o m e a m a j o r source f o r 
c r ea t i ng c o n t e m p o r a r y , secular m y t h s , s tor ies , r i tes and r i tua l s . 

2 3 . M y s t e r y s t i l l is t h e one c e r t a i n t y in b r o o d i n g a b o u t w h a t 
secu lar ized m y t h o l o g i e s f i n a l l y l o o k l i ke . We d o k n o w t h e y w i l l give a 
name and a s t o r y t o t h a t f resh u p w e l l i n g w h i c h is t h e search f o r w h a t i t 
means t o be h u m a n . In i m a g i n a t i o n , i t w i l l t h r o w m e n o u t 1,000 years 
i n t o t h e f u t u r e . T h e g r a n d , over-arching s t o r y w i l l be g l oba l . " E a r t h m a n " 
o r some c u l t u r a l des igna t i on w i l l a l l o w na t i ona l i s t i c i den t i t i e s t o fade and 
g i f t s w h i c h c o n t r i b u t e t o t he we l l-be ing o f all t o assume h ighest 
i m p o r t a n c e . 

2 4 . S ince t h e c o m p l e x i t i e s o f o u r age c a n n o t be dea l t w i t h b y a " d o 
y o u r o w n t h i n g " a p p r o a c h , s tor ies and s y m b o l s w h i c h i l l u m i n a t e and he lp 
recover c o v e n a n t as a dec i s iona l stance w h i c h relates un iqueness t o all t h a t 
is " o t h e r " w i l l be c r ea t ed . W i t h i n t h e s t ruc tu res o f covenan t , each 
i n d i v i d u a l w i l l d eve l op his p o t e n t i a l w h i l e assuming r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r t h e 
w o r l d . 



2 5 . Secu lar ized m y t h o l o g y w i l l become a t o o l t h a t helps t h e f a m i l y 
recover i ts pu rpose . " W h a t m u s t be d o n e so t h a t t he miss ion can be 
c o m p l e t e d ? " is a q u e s t i o n w h i c h w i l l c l a r i f y t he ro le o f ma le and f ema le . 
Male and f ema le respons ib i l i t i e s w i l l be establ ished b y t h e task , so t h a t 
energy can be focused w h e r e c o m m i t m e n t is made . 

2 6 . L i f e phases w i l l f i l l w i t h new mean ing as t h e d o m i n a n t s t o r y 
pushes m e n b e y o n d t h e i r o w n smal l conce rns and i n t o t h e larger arena o f 
care f o r t h e w h o l e ea r th f o r a m i l l e n n i u m t o c o m e . Y o u t h w i l l assume 
t h e i r a d v e n t u r o u s , r i s k i ng ro le . Estab l ished adu l t s w i l l b e come the c a l m 
dec i s ion make rs and elders w i l l become h o n o r e d wise m e n w h o o f f e r t h e 
d i s t i l l a t i o n o f t h e i r l i f e exper i ence f o r t he rest. 

2 7 . W i t h o u t pu rpose t h a t focuses his i m a g i n a t i o n b e y o n d his o w n 
smal l universe o f needs, a man becomes a sha l l ow , p e t t y c rea tu re n o t 
w o r t h y o f t h e name h u m a n . W h e n t h e c o n t e x t f o r his l i f e is a s t o r y t h a t 
cal ls h i m b e y o n d his n e i g h b o r h o o d i n t o t h e f u t u r e and o n beha l f o f a 
g rand des ign , t h e demands u p o n his i m a g i n a t i o n p u l l o u t o f h i m an 
u n d r e a m e d o f r ichness and he exper iences h imse l f as one , w h o m ca l l ed , is 
one , "a l i t t l e l o w e r t h a n t h e ange l s . " 

2 8 . T h e secular ized m y t h o l o g i e s w h i c h n o w m u s t be c rea ted are 
cosm i c in p r o p o r t i o n , awesome in t h e i r design and even n o w are beg inn ing 
t o appear . 



The second proposal nexus calls for a 
global complex of educational structures for all 
ages with a particular emphasis on 
comprehensive curriculum, methodological 
development, and vocational training. 

HUMANIZED 

EDUCATIONS 

2 9 . T h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f t e c h n o l o g y and t h e r a p i d i n f l u x o f da t a in 
t h e t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y has resu l ted in a d r a m a t i c e f f e c t o n soc ie ty . Loca l 
m a n k n o w s t h a t he is b e t t e r t e c h n i c a l l y e q u i p p e d t h a n ever b e f o r e , and 
y e t , he senses t h a t t h e d e p t h m e a n i n g o f his l i f e e ludes h i m . He is 
s u r r o u n d e d b y da ta , b u t is b e r e f t o f w i s d o m . W i s d o m , u n l i k e da t a , is n o t 
t r a n s m i t t e d . I t is b u i l t as sure ly as t h e E m p i r e S ta te B u i l d i n g o r t he 
P a r t h e n o n . I t is b u i l t o u t o f t h e u l t i m a t e s ign i f i cance , t h e f i n a l h u m a n , 
m e a n i n g , o n w h i c h a soc i e t y l ives. 



3 0 . T h e area o f h u m a n mean ing is o n t l i e w h o l e m o r e elusive t h a n 
t h e p rac t i ca l sk i l l s a soc ie t y cons t ruc t s . T h e y each have the e lements o f 
t h e u n k n o w n in t h e m , b u t t he results o f dea l ing w i t h h u m a n s ign i f i cance 
seem very nebu lous w h e n c o m p a r e d t o c o u n t i n g t h e n u m b e r o f t r a i n e d 
t y p i s t s in a c i t y . Y e t t h e malaise o f o u r soc ie t y w o u l d seem t o ind i ca te 
t h a t a sk i l l ed l abore r w i t h a s t o r y no m o r e p r o f o u n d t h a n t h a t his h u m a n 
va lue is equa l t o his a b i l i t y t o p r o d u c e cars, is as para l yzedas a j a m m e d 
assembly l ine . I f he sees n o f u r t h e r t h a n his j o b , he c o u l d as w e l l be a 
mach ine . A man is e n d o w e d w i t h self-consciousness, a re f l ec t i ve capac i t y 
a b o u t t h e deeps o f his o w n l i f e . He is i m p e l l e d t o b r i n g his o c c u p a t i o n 
i n t o a m e a n i n g f u l perspect ive . A n d w h e n he c a n n o t , s o m e t h i n g o f t h e 
h u m a n goes o u t o f h i m . 

3 1 . T h e co l lapse o f t h e e c o n o m i c m y t h in r e l a t i on t o w o r k is c lear 
as m a n y col lege graduates t u r n aside f r o m t h e h igh p a y i n g j obs t h e i r 
f a the rs t o o k . T h e e x p l o s i o n o f t he Peace Corps and V i s t a V o l u n t e e r s are 
signs o f a t r e n d t o w a r d p a r t i c i p a t i n g in b u i l d i n g s o m e t h i n g new. People o f 
all ages sacr i f ice m o n e y , h e a l t h , and f a m i l i a r su r round ings t o give 
themselves t o s o m e t h i n g t h a t consumes t h e i r t a l en ts and pushes t h e i r 
c r e a t i v i t y b e y o n d i ts l i m i t s . 

3 2 . In o u r o w n t i m e w e have seen the r ap id d e v e l o p m e n t o f 
p rac t i ca l sk i l l s t ake a m a j o r ro le in o u r j o b m a r k e t and e d u c a t i o n 
s t ruc tu res . A y o u n g a r t i s t appl ies f o r a p o s i t i o n w i t h a c o m m e r c i a l agency 
in N e w Y o r k . " W h a t d o y o u d o ? " t h e y ask. " H a n d s , eyes, o r purses? " " I 
can d o any k i n d o f w o r k . " he repl ies. " S o r r y , w e are l o o k i n g f o r someone 
w h o can d o eyes , " t h e i n t e r v i ew ends. N a r r o w spec ia l i za t ion d o m i n a t e s 
o u r u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f w h a t i t means t o be sk i l l ed . 

3 3 . E c o n o m i c a l l y s t rugg l ing na t i ons f i n d themselves in t he 
t e chno log i c a l race w i t h w e a l t h y na t i ons . Funds sore ly needed f o r basic 
l i t e racy f o r w h o l e p o p u l a t i o n s are d i v e r t ed f o r use in specia l ized t r a i n i n g . 
Wh i l e w o r l d - w i d e c o r p o r a t i o n expans ion o f M i t s i b i sh i and I B M b r i n g 
na t i ons i n t o t h e 2 0 t h c e n t u r y e c o n o m i c f a m i l y , l i t e r acy t r a i n i n g f o r w h o l e 
segments o f na t i ons goes u n t e n d e d . M a n y men are t h e r e f o r e c u t o f f f r o m 
t h e basic e q u i p p i n g r equ i r ed t o l ive as an u r b a n m a n . En t i r e vi l lages in 
S o u t h A m e r i c a w a i t in hope t h a t one o f t h e m e n t h e y sent t o t he c i t y w i l l 
r e t u r n t o b r i n g t h e m t h e s imp le t o o l s t h a t w i l l u n l o c k t h e i r p a r t i c i p a t i o n 
in soc i e t y . 

3 4 . T h e st ruggle w i t h i n t h e e d u c a t i o n c o m m u n i t y seems s o m e h o w 
w i d e r t h a n t h i s . O u r da ta o v e r f l o w is d i r e c t l y l i n k e d t o t he expans ion o f 
o u r t e chn i ca l k n o w - h o w . In o u r t imes the re are no ove ra r ch ing designs f o r 
f o r c i n g t h e da ta t o y i e l d i ts c reat ive and d e m o n i c t r ends . I t is here t h a t t he 
w i s d o m o f a c u l t u r e i n f o r m s its pos tu r e . I ts w i s d o m is t h e t reasury o f i ts 
i n t e l l e c tua l pa t t e rns ; i t de f ines i ts c o m m o n sense. T h e educa t i ona l 
i n s t i t u t i o n s s t ruggle t o e m p o w e r t h e i r s tudies w i t h t he r i ch h u m a n 
mean ing t h a t makes d i sc ip l ines l ive in t he be ing o f m e n . Y e t , at t h e same 
t i m e , t h e y h o l d t h e c o n v i c t i o n t h a t mean ing is persona l , p r i va te , a m a t t e r 
o f o p i n i o n . T h e academic c o m m u n i t y o f o u r t i m e is c u t o f f f r o m t h e 



p r o f o u n d h u m a n t r u t h t h a t m o v e d the un ivers i t i es o f t he Renaissance o r 
i n f o r m e d t h e Greel< academies. I n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y s tud ies t h a t r e c o u n t t h e 
debates o f great m e n b u t f a i l t o a r t i cu l a t e t he l i f e and dea th d i f f e r e n c e f o r 
t h e i r s t uden t s are, a t best , j o u r n e y s i n t o abs t rac t never-never lands w h e r e 
men slay paper t igers w i t h c a r d b o a r d swords . Every s t u d e n t , every 
teacher , every a d m i n i s t r a t o r exper iences t h e absence o f t h i s her i tage . 

3 5 . H o w m a n y t i m e s have w e hea rd , " W h y d o I have t o learn t h i s ? " 
T h e sense o f d i s re la ted da ta , o f be ing los t in endless d i rec t ion less 
c u r r i c u l u m w i t h n o maste r design t o say w h e r e w e have been o r w h e r e w e 
are go ing is v i r t u a l l y un iversa l . A n d i t p o i n t s t o t he p r o b l e m b e h i n d t h e 
cries o f i r re levancy . O u r present c u r r i c u l u m designs c o m e o u t o f a classical 
age, b u t chang ing t imes have r equ i r ed a d d i t i o n s and s u b t r a c t i o n s and 
rea r rangements t h a t have resu l ted in a c r azy q u i l t o f pa t t e rns . 
O c e a n o g r a p h y , sex e d u c a t i o n and d r i ve r ' s t r a i n i n g added t o language, 
h i s t o r y , science and m a t h w i t h no single c u r r i c u l u m focus and n o t i g h t 
r a t i o n a l i t y p r o c l a i m t h e lack o f p r i o r i t i z i n g c r i t e r i a in o u r age. T h e 
c r e a t i o n o f inc lus ive designs w h i c h h o l d t h e w i s d o m o f t he en t i r e race o f 
m a n is an o v e r w h e l m i n g p rospec t , b u t w i t h i n t he r ea l i t y o f o u r g loba l 
v i l lage seems i nd i c a t i v e o f t he d i r e c t i o n w e are be ing i r r es i s t ib l y p u l l e d . I t 
is t h e despair over t h e vastness o f t h e task o f shak ing o f f f a m i l i a r modes t o 
create t h e n e w t h a t para lyzes us. T h e t r e n d w i t h i n t he present e d u c a t i o n 
s t ruc tu res t o w a r d rec rea t ing i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y s tudies seems t o m a r k t h e 
f i r s t e f f o r t s in t h i s n e w d i r e c t i o n . 

3 6 . J e r o m e B runer ' s c o n c e p t o f spira l e d u c a t i o n , and Marsha l l 
M c L u h a n ' s p i c t u r e o f e d u c a t i o n as w o m b - t o - t o m b begin t o break t h r o u g h 
ideas o f e d u c a t i o n be ing l i m i t e d t o a sho r t p e r i o d d u r i n g y o u t h . O n a 
recen t even ing t e l ev i s ion newsbroadcas t the re was r e p o r t o f a ga the r i ng o f 
sen ior c i t i zens . T h e camera d isc losed a smal l g r o u p o f peop le ar ranged 
a r o u n d a sign read ing " E l d e r P o w e r . " T h e spokesman t o l d t h e i n t e r v i ewe r , 
" W e ' l l n o t be resigned t o an ear l y d e a t h . " T h a t served as a s h o c k i n g 
r e m i n d e r t h a t t h e aged w i t h i n o u r soc ie t y are re-emerging t o c l a i m t h e i r 
ro le as e lder . Ser ious e f f o r t s a t p rena ta l e d u c a t i o n and s w i m m i n g lessons 
f o r babies p r o c l a i m a n e w resolve t o deal w i t h e d u c a t i o n as a d y n a m i c f o r 
t h e v e r y y o u n g . 

3 7 . Perhaps n o area o f e d u c a t i o n has been as t h o r o u g h l y researched 
in o u r d a y as t h e e f f e c t i v e means o f e d u c a t i o n . W h i l e t h e i n t e l l e c tua l and 
social m e t h o d s o f e d u c a t i n g are i m p o r t a n t , t he greatest c o n c e r n seems t o 
be a b o u t m o t i v a t i o n a l m e t h o d s . I n t e l l e c tua l m e t h o d s in o u r t i m e are 
p r i m a r i l y research-or iented. In f a c ing a new age w i t h a n e w task , n e w ways 
o f e x a m i n i n g al l avai lable da ta are necessary. M e t h o d s t h a t o b j e c t i f y one's 
o w n bias are c r i t i c a l i f comprehens i v e n e w c u r r i c u l a are t o be c o n s t r u c t e d . 
Social m e t h o d s are needed t h a t a l l o w an u n c h a r t e d f u t u r e t o be c reated 
t h r o u g h c o n s t r u c t i o n o f t e m p o r a l mode l s . T h e Dox i ades I n s t i t u t e 
s y s t ema t i c a l l y designs mode l s t h a t deal w i t h m a j o r b l o cks in t h e lives o f 
o u r c i t i es . These m e t h o d s are s imp l e and can be deve loped so t h a t a 
f a c t o r y f o r e m a n can deal w i t h a p r o b l e m w i t h i n his shop w i t h o u t c a l l i ng 
o n t h e o u t s i d e a u t h o r i t y o f t h e personne l manager . M o t i v a t i o n a l m e t h o d s . 



m o r e t h a n any o t h e r means o f t r a i n i n g , are cen te red a r o u n d a soc ie ty ' s 
essential values regard ing t h e st ruggle t o be h u m a n . Here i ts u l t i m a t e 
conce rn is expressed in i ts pa t t e rns o f social m o r a l i t y and i n d i v i d u a l 
i n t e g r i t y . T h e emergence o f w o m e n ' s l i b e r a t i o n , t h e y o u t h r e v o l u t i o n , t h e 
e x p e r i m e n t s w i t h marr iage con t r a c t s and t h e e x p l o s i o n o f t he o c c u l t all 
p o i n t t o t h e p r o f o u n d struggle o f o u r c u l t u r e t o deve lop a c o m m o n m i n d 
o n i ts basic u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f maleness, femaleness, c o m m u n i t y , t h e ages 
w i t h i n t h e l i f e span o f m a n and his t r anscenden t r e l a t i on t o his l i f e . 

3 8 . O u r u n c e r t a i n t y a b o u t t h e mean ing o f humanness , o u r 
unw i l l i ngness t o se l f-consciously i m b u e al l e d u c a t i o n w i t h va lue has vast 
social repercuss ions. Techn i ca l t r a i n i n g w h i c h p rov ides c o m p e t e n c e 
w i t h o u t an u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f m e a n i n g f u l v o c a t i o n f rus t r a t es t h e passionate 
i n v e s t m e n t o f a man ' s sk i l l s in w o r k t h a t goes b e y o n d m e r e l y m a k i n g a 
l i v i n g . M a n operates o u t o f a c o n t e x t in w h i c h his j o b is equa ted w i t h t h e 
s ign i f i cance o f his l i f e ; he sees his mean ing in w h a t he accompl i shes in his 
j o b . He c o n t i n u e s t o opera te o u t o f t h i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g even w h e n his 
o c c u p a t i o n does n o t f i n a l l y f u l f i l l t h e g n a w i n g hunger t h a t nags h i m . As a 
resu l t , m o r e and m o r e stor ies c i r cu l a t e a b o u t execut i ves w h o leave t h e i r 
desks and never r e t u r n t o w o r k , a b o u t f a c t o r y w o r k e r s in Japan w h o 
release t h e i r f r u s t r a t i o n s in management-p rov ided "aggress ion r o o m s . " 

3 9 . We are s t i l l ree l ing f r o m t h e shock waves o f t he i ndus t r i a l 
r e v o l u t i o n w h i c h t r a n s f o r m e d us f r o m iso la ted f a rmers t o u r b a n special ists 
o v e r n i g h t . O u r r h y t h m s and r o o t s w r e n c h e d f r o m us, w e raced t o keep o u r 
h u m a n values in step w i t h o u r t e chn i ca l k n o w - h o w . B u t o u r values seem 
t o t a k e o n t h e charac te r o f t h e i ndus t r i a l age even ye t . T h e y are r o o t e d in 
e c o n o m i c images. T h e necessary d y n a m i c in ter re la tedness o f j o b s has been 
los t , and w e have s u c c u m b e d t o a scale o f status o c cupa t i ons . A one-day 
garbage s t r i k e , o r a ma i l s t r i k e , o r a b l a c k o u t in N e w Y o r k serves n o t i c e o n 
t h e c r u c i a l i t y o f all l abor w i t h i n t he f r a m e w o r k o f t h e u r b a n se t t i ng . A n d 
y e t w e t r a i n ourselves w i t h o u t impress ing t h i s f u n d a m e n t a l 
in ter re la tedness o f u r b a n l i f e deep l y i n t o o u r lives. T h e caste sys tem in 
I nd ia o r i g i n a t e d as a w a y o f h o l d i n g in be ing every s t a t i o n in l i f e and 
a c c o u n t i n g f o r i ts v i t a l r e l a t i on t o t he w h o l e soc ie ty . T h e same is t r u e o f 
t h e c r a f t smen ' s gu i lds o f t h e M i d d l e Ages. T o d a y ' s l abor u n i o n s f u n c t i o n 
as t h e a r b i t r a t i n g f o r c e o f j us t i ce f o r e c o n o m i c bene f i t s , y e t t he idea o f 
v o c a t i o n has y e t t o be r e cap tu red in p o w e r f u l s tor ies t h a t s t i r m e n t o see 
t h e des t ina l s ign i f i cance o f t h e i r lives. A man 's energies and i m a g i n a t i o n 
fa r exceed t h e r e q u i r e m e n t s o f his j o b . W i t h i n t he ranks o f t h e teamster 
u n i o n s , t he r e are n o w be ing i n c l u d e d t r a i n i n g courses in h u m a n re la t ions . 
As t h e l abo r u n i o n s are opened t o b roade r p a r t i c i p a t i o n b y all races o f 
m e n , h o r i z o n s o f r e s p o n s i b i l i t y o p e n t h a t we re never avai lable be fo r e . 
W i t h o u t an a u t h e n t i c v o c a t i o n a l u n d e r s t a n d i n g n o m a n can be adequa te l y 
educa ted t o l ive respons ib l y in t o d a y ' s soc ie t y . T o d iscover t h e needs 
w i t h i n o u r w o r l d is t o s t u m b l e o n t o t he f a c t t h a t n o one o f us is equal t o 
t h e task . Y e t , at t h e same t i m e , each o f us stands be fo re t h e task in 
unequa l l ed adequacy . T h e s en t imen ta l r e f r a i n o f each one d o i n g his o w n 
p a r t h a r d l y f i t s t h e c o m p l e x i t y o f o u r n e w age. T h e i n t e r sec t i on o f t h e 
e n t i r e s o c i a l process is t o o c o m p l e x t o rever t t o n a r r o w 



c o m p a r t m e n t a l i z a t i o n . N e i t h e r is u n i t y in h a r m o n y p a r t o f t h i s s t rategic 
p i c t u r e . S o m e h o w i t is t h e single task t h a t ho lds i n c r ed ib l e d i v e r s i t y o f 
i n t e r r e l a t i o n s t oge the r . S o m e h o w the p rac t i ca l m o d e o f s t and ing be fo r e 
t h e d y n a m i c c o m p l e x i t y is t h e m a j o r task o f e d u c a t i o n in o u r day . 

4 0 . T h i s p roposa l nexus , t h e r e f o r e , cal ls f o r a g loba l c o m p l e x o f 
educa t i ona l s t r u c t u r e s f o r al l ages w i t h p a r t i c u l a r emphas is o n 
comprehens i v e c u r r i c u l u m , m e t h o d o l o g i c a l d e v e l o p m e n t , and v o c a t i o n a l 
t r a i n i n g . 

41. T h i s g loba l c o m p l e x is in n o sense a supe r s t r u c tu r e w i t h a w o r l d 
head-master. Ra the r i t is a n e t w o r k o f l o ca l l y a u t o n o m o u s u n i i * -.-..ented 
t o re-weaving t h e basic mean ing o f h u m a n ex is tence i n t o t h e educa t i ona l 
l i f e o f o u r p l ane t t h a t n o m a n d ie w i t h o u t hav ing l i ved . W i t h o u t such a 
radica l r e o r i e n t a t i o n o f o u r u n d e r s t a n d i n g and o u r s t ruc tu res o f 
e d u c a t i o n , w i s d o m w i l l go o u t o f t h e w o r l d and a new and m o r e f r i g h t f u l 
Da rk Ages descend o n t h e face o f t h e g lobe . 



The third proposal nexus calls for 
structuring human engagement through forming 
primal communities characterized by 
re-empowered local structures and re-created 
families covenanted to care for global 
community. 

IV. PRIMALIZED 

COMMUNITIES 

4 2 . A smal l t o w n o n t h e Mississ ippi R iver was s u d d e n l y t h r ea t ened 
w i t h r u i n w h e n t h e w a t e r rose t o its greatest he i gh t in m a n y decades. N o t 
hav ing t a k e n t h e f l o o d danger ser ious ly , t h e t o w n ' s o f f i c i a l s we re 
unp repa r ed f o r t h e r ap id rise o f t h e r iver . Just be fo r e t he w a t e r reached 
t h e business d i s t r i c t , m e n began sandbagging ope ra t i ons . T h e w h o l e t o w n 
j o i n e d t h e s t ruggle and s tayed w i t h i t al l n i g h t and i n t o t he n e x t day w h e n 
t h e r i ver f i n a l l y c res ted . 



4 3 . T a l k i n g a b o u t t h e v i c t o r y a f t e r w a r d , peop le k e p t reca l l ing t h a t 
benea th t h e f r e n z y o f t h e i r l abor t o save the t o w n swe l led a g rand 
e x h i l a r a t i o n t h a t seemed t o w e l d t h e m i n t o a s ingle , p o w e r f u l b o d y , 
w r e s t l i n g w i t h and o v e r c o m i n g t h e c o m m o n e n e m y . L o n g a f t e r t h e t o w n 
had r e t u r n e d t o i ts n o r m a l r h y t h m , t he m e m o r y o f t h e i r shared t r i u m p h 
r ema ined as an event w h i c h s t o o d as a sign o f w h a t t h e y c o u l d d o 
toge the r . " T h e F l o o d , " w i t h all t h e i r s tor ies a b o u t i t , became a w a y t o 
t a l k a b o u t l i f e t o g e t h e r in c o m m u n i t y . 

4 4 . U n f o r t u n a t e l y , such exper iences are rare indeed in o u r u r b a n 
m i l i e u . T h e sense o f " b e l o n g i n g " t o geography , t he sense o f p lace, o u t o f 
w h i c h such exper iences w e l l u p , has been los t in t h e m o b i l i t y and 
i m p e r s o n a l i t y o f t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y f o r m s o f s e t t l e m e n t . 

4 5 . W i t h t h e g i f t o f f r e e d o m t o choose his i n t i m a t e s , and t o 
p a r t i c i p a t e in t h e fu lness o f his and o t h e r cu l t u r e s , the c i t y d w e l l e r los t his 
d i r e c t r e l a t i o n s h i p o f his geograph ica l c o n t e x t . T h e m e t r o p o l i s is t o o large, 
t o o c o m p l e x , t o o d iverse, t o feel t he d i r e c t i m p a c t o f his dec i s ion-mak ing 
o r h is s t y l e . A s a resu l t , t h e u r b a n i t e descr ibes h i m s e l f as " a n o n y m o u s " o r 
even " a l i e n a t e d . " B ig g o v e r n m e n t , s p r a w l i n g business cong lomera t e s , mass 
educa t i on—a l l have b r o u g h t a b o u t t he same response. T h e o n l y u n i t l e f t 
f o r w h i c h t o s tand f i n a l l y a c coun t ab l e is n o w the f a m i l y . B u t t he f a m i l y 
can bear n o such b u r d e n . I t is inc reas ing ly o b v i o u s t h a t one spouse and 
a n y n u m b e r o f c h i l d r e n are s i m p l y incapab le o f h o l d i n g the un repea tab l e 
bu r s t o f c r e a t i v i t y in a h u m a n be ing . T h e y are as t e m p o r a l as onesel f . O n l y 
a social b o d y , a geograph ica l l y-re la ted c o v e n a n t , can d e m a n d t h e ha rd 
f i d e l i t y w h i c h is t h e b e d r o c k o f p r i m a l c o m m u n i t y . O n l y such a c o v e n a n t 
f i n a l l y relates one t o t h e g l obe , t o engagement t h a t is s i gn i f i c an t b e y o n d 
one 's o w n l i f e t i m e . 

4 6 . T h e s t ruggle f o r o u r day is t o b u i l d conc re t e s t ruc tu res o f care 
w h i c h a l l o w peop le t o u n d e r s t a n d themselves as c o r p o r a t e l y respons ib le 
f o r t h e area in w h i c h t h e y l ive . S u b u r b a n n e i g h b o r h o o d s , h i p p i e 
c o m m u n e s , and c o n d o m i n i u m and a p a r t m e n t c o m p l e x e s are all d i r e c t e d at 
s t r u c t u r i n g u r b a n l i f e t o r ecap tu re t he camarader ie w h i c h was i n h e r e n t in 
small-scale c o m m u n i t i e s o f t he past. T h e s h a l l o w re l a t i onsh ips w i t h i n 
these g r o u p i n g s t e s t i f y t o t h e f a c t t h a t mere spat ia l o r e m o t i o n a l t ies d o 
n o t c o m p r i s e a u t h e n t i c h u m a n c o m m u n i t y . Shar ing the same s w i m m i n g 
p o o l , c h i l d r e n ' s p l a y l o t , o r even k i t c h e n does n o t in i tse l f r ecap tu re t he 
c o v e n a n t a m o n g res idents o f a place b y w h i c h ha rd demands f o r care can 
be p laced and answered . W h a t w o u l d i t t a ke t o r e b u i l d , in o u r t i m e , t h e 
c o n t e x t in w h i c h r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r t h e we l f a r e o f one 's ne ighbors comes 
as an e x p e c t a t i o n , as a m a t t e r o f course , r a the r t h a n a favor ? 

4 7 . O u r era m u s t f o r g e o u t c lus ters o f peop le b o u n d t o one a n o t h e r 
b y a c o v e n a n t t o reshape t h e miss iona l f r a m e w o r k o f t h e i r c o m m u n i t i e s . 
T h e cha l lenge is t o deve lop pocke t s o f ne ighbors w h o u n d e r s t a n d 
themse lves t o be des t i n a l l y re la ted t o t he f u t u r e o f t h e i r c o m m u n i t y , w h o 
are o b j e c t i v e l y assigned b y each o t h e r t o care f o r t h e needs o f t h e e n t i r e 



g r o u p . Such bodies are t l i e bacl<bone o f a recreated f r amewor l< o f 
respons ib le engagement . Such a b o d y insists u p o n f ee l i ng t h e i m p a c t o f a 
p a r t i c i p a n t ' s dec is ions and his s t y l e . T h e basic c o m m u n i t y g roup ings , 
n e i g h b o r h o o d s , o r p r i m a l c o m m u n i t i e s , p r o v i d e t he c o n t e x t in w h i c h t he 
f a m i l y m i g h t also rediscover i ts i d e n t i t y . 

4 8 . Nat ion-states w h i c h have e x p l o d e d i n t o h i s t o r y since t he end o f 
W o r l d War I I are v i v i d t e s t imon i e s t o t h e p o w e r o f such a c o m m u n i t y . 
T h e n , n a t i o n - b u i l d i n g was t h e p a r a m o u n t conce rn and the c i t i z e n merged 
his i n d i v i d u a l d e s t i n y w i t h his state t h r o u g h s y m b o l and act . Each person 
u n d e r s t o o d t h a t he had a place in t he g rand design and a j o b t o d o o n 
w h i c h t h e w h o l e p l an depended . 

4 9 . Man 's loss o f a sense o f v o c a t i o n , as d e m o n s t r a t e d b y f i n a l 
mean ing be ing equa ted w i t h e c o n o m i c success, p o i n t s t o a m a j o r 
imba lance w i t h i n o u r soc ie t y t o d a y . W h e n voca t i ona l dec is ions are made 
o n t h e basis o f e c o n o m i c cons ide ra t i ons , and adu l t s see t h e i r lives as 
m e a n i n g f u l o n l y t h r o u g h e c o n o m i c success and social d i s t i n c t i o n , t h i s one 
aspect o f l i f e begins t o p r e o c c u p y men t o t he d e t r i m e n t o f t he o t h e r 
aspects o f soc i e t y . W i t h t he b r e a k d o w n o f t he c o r p o r a t e we l f a r e d y n a m i c , 
t h e social process also suf fers imba lance . Soc i e t y is s ick w h e n t o o m u c h 
conce rn f o r e c o n o m i c secu r i t y th rea tens man 's l iber t ies and renders 
p o l i t i c a l f r e e d o m power less , and s i gn i f i c an t engagement in p u b l i c 
dec i s ion-mak ing col lapses. T h i s is seen w h e n the local c o m m u n i t y rel ies o n 
p o l i t i c a l experts t o solve t h e i r p r o b l e m s and w h e n v o t i n g is un re l a t ed t o 
c o r p o r a t e dec i s i on-mak ing , o r w h e n a man 's w o r t h is m a r k e d so le ly b y his 
possessions and t h e d o l l a r values o u t w e i g h h u m a n values. T h e social 
process again suf fers f r o m an imba lance w h e n i ts o n l y s y m b o l s o f 
s ign i f i cance are e c o n o m i c and t e chno log i c a l s y m b o l s imposed u p o n man 
ra the r t h a n c reated b y h i m . 

5 0 . T h e p r i m a l c o m m u n i t y s t r u c t u r e w o u l d o f f e r t h e i n d i v i d u a l a 
w a y t o e m b e d his v i t a l i t y i n t o t he l i f e o f t he w o r l d b y g iv ing h i m a u n i t 
smal l enough t o d i r e c t l y feel his i m p a c t , and c o n n e c t i n g t h a t u n i t w i t h a 
n e t w o r k o f s im i l a r c o m m u n i t i e s across t he c i t y , t h e r eg ion , and t h e g lobe . 
Every man yearns f o r t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o shape the dec is ions w h i c h a f f e c t 
his l i f e . T h e s t r u c t u r i n g o f p r i m a l c o m m u n i t y w o u l d necessari ly d e m a n d 
an i n d i v i d u a l t o p a r t i c i p a t e in d e c i d i n g ma t t e r s o f local c o n c e r n , such as 
hous ing needs, schoo l po l i c i es , and local p o l i t i c s . A t t he same t i m e , such a 
c o m m u n i t y , a c t i ng in c o n c e r t w i t h o t h e r c o m m u n i t i e s , w o u l d f o r m u l a t e 
p o l i c y f o r areas b e y o n d t h e c o m m u n i t y — t h e c i t y , t he area, and so f o r t h . 
K e y t o c o m m u n i t y dec i s ion-mak ing is f i n a l l y t he c o m m u n i t y covenan t . 
N o n e o f t h e dec is ions spoken o f make sense unless t h e y bear t h e w e i g h t o f 
one 's d e s t i n y , unless t h e y are seen as c r i t i c a l t o a c i t i zen ' s l i f e . T h u s , 
n e i g h b o r h o o d p a r t i c i p a t i o n w o u l d requ i re t h a t each one in t h e 
c o m m u n i t y p ledge h imse l f t o s tand f i n a l l y a c coun tab l e f o r t h e f u t u r e o f 
t h a t n e i g h b o r h o o d and i ts res idents. O u t o f such a stance, a c i t i z e n 
unders tands t h a t , even i f he is t he last one r e m a i n i n g f a i t h f u l , t he 
c o m m u n i t y depends u p o n h i m f o r surv iva l . T h i s is l i t e r a l l y t r u e . 



5 1 . In th i s f r a m e w o r k , t h e s ign i f i cance o f v o c a t i o n is also r es to red . 
One f o r m o f t h e p r i m a l c o m m u n i t y m i g h t be a v o c a t i o n a l g u i l d n e t w o r k , 
by w h i c h w o r k e r s in s im i l a r f i e lds gather t o t h i n k t h r o u g h t h e f u t u r e o f 
t h a t v o c a t i o n . In r e l a t i o n t o t he f a m i l y , t h e t e n d e n c y is t o be c o n c e r n e d 
a b o u t one's j o b o n l y insofar as raises and bonuses are c o n c e r n e d . I ts 
f u t u r e is measured in e c o n o m i c t e rms . F r o m the perspect i ve o f t h e 
c o m m u n i t y , t h e v o c a t i o n a l gu i lds are f r eed t o raise t he q u e s t i o n o f w h a t 
such a v o c a t i o n as the i r s m i g h t need t o become t o assure t h a t l i f e in t h e 
f u t u r e is i m p r o v e d . Such a ro le is be ing p l a yed b y N e w Y o r k garbage m e n 
w h e n t h e y c h a n t , "We are n o t garbage, even i f w e d o w o r k w i t h i t . " Such 
a g r o u p restores v i t a l s ign i f i cance t o one 's w o r k , b y g r o u n d i n g i t i n a sense 
o f t h e d e m a n d s o f t h e w h o l e g lobe in t h e f u t u r e . 

5 2 . O n l y w i t h t h e r e-empower ing o f p r i m a l c o m m u n i t y t h r o u g h o u t 
t h e w o r l d , o n l y w i t h t h e recovery f o r every m a n o f genu ine c o m m o n 
engagement in l i f e , is i t poss ib le t o env i s ion an a u t h e n t i c f u t u r e f o r g loba l 
c i v i l i z a t i o n . U p o n t h e f a t e o f its f o u n d a t i o n a l c p m m u n i t i e s rests t h e f a te 
o f c i v i l i z a t i o n i t se l f . 



The fourth proposal nexus calls for a 
global-local polity network which is based on 
consensus procedures and is activated by a 
centralized control, itself accountable to local 
man. 

V. LOCALIZED 

POLITIES 

5 3 . A p i c t u r e is t a k e n o f ea r th f r o m the d a r k side o f t h e m o o n . F o r 
t h e f i r s t t i m e in al l o f h i s t o r y , m e n see t he i r c o m m o n e n v i r o n m e n t f r o m 
afar—a c l o u d y sphere f l o a t i n g in blackness. Q u i t e sudden l y every man is 
consc ious t h a t he is o n l y one man in o n l y one c o m m u n i t y i . i o n l y one 
n a t i o n o n a p l ane t t h a t sustains th ree and a ha l f b i l l i o n o t h e r peop le . 
C i v i l i z a t i o n has en te red the pos t-modern age o f g loba l awareness. The re is 
o n l y one w o r l d . 



5 4 . T h e news reveals d a i l y t h e seeming ly i n so lub l e c o n f l i c t s w h i c h 
m a r k o u r t i m e : P ro tes tants and Ca tho l i c s in Be l fast , N o r t h and S o u t h 
fo rces in V i e t n a m , s tuden t s and the po l i ce in M e x i c o , Japan, and the U.S. 
Every day i t becomes m o r e o b v i o u s t h a t p o l i t i c a l f o r m s , even at t h e i r 
m o s t respons ib le , are ser ious ly unab l e t o c o m e t o t e rms w i t h t he massive 
scope o f g loba l dec is ions o r w i t h t he w i d e d ivergence o f o p i n i o n w h i c h 
t h e y represent . I t is n o w o n d e r t h a t m e n eve r ywhe re are ca l l i ng f o r m o r e 
e f f e c t i v e p o l i t i c a l s t ruc tu res t o a l l o w every m a n in every c u l t u r e t o 
p a r t i c i p a t e in shap ing t h e f u t u r e d e s t i n y o f t h e i r E a r th . 

5 5 . A deep-seated m i s t r u s t o f these inadequa te p o l i t i c a l s t ruc tu res 
has fos te red in m e n eve r ywhe re an a t t i t u d e o f a p a t h y and c y n i c i s m 
t o w a r d social dec i s i on-mak ing . People te l l themselves t h a t t h e i r o p i n i o n s 
d o n ' t c o u n t and r a t i ona l i z e n o n - p a r t i c i p a t i o n w i t h a " L e t t h e o the r s t ake 
care o f t h e m s e l v e s " a t t i t u d e . S t r u c tu r e s f o r l i n k i n g local and reg ional 
p o l i t i c a l u n i t s in a g loba l dec i s i on-mak ing n e t w o r k are e i t he r non-ex i s ten t 
o r t o o f r a g m e n t e d t o be e f f e c t i v e . Few local c o m m u n i t i e s c o m m a n d the 
t o o l s and m e t h o d o l o g i e s f o r researching w o r l d issues, p l a n n i n g f u t u r e 
ac t ions , o r f o r m i n g consensus, and subsequen t l y resign themselves t o deal 
o n l y w i t h i m m e d i a t e needs o n t h e local level . 

5 6 . A t t h e same t i m e , increas ing n u m b e r s o f peop le are b e c o m i n g 
aware o f t h e crises caused b y n o n - p a r t i c i p a t i o n in p o l i t i c s at t h e local 
level . T h e Jew ish m i n o r i t y in Russia, t h e B lacks in S o u t h A f r i c a , and 
s t u d e n t g roups a r o u n d t h e w o r l d are s h o u t i n g o u t t h e message t h a t t o be 
al ive and v i t a l requ i res p a r t i c i p a t i o n in t h e p l a n n i n g o f one 's d e s t i n y . 

5 7 . T h e systems o f g o v e r n m e n t across t h e w o r l d n o longer seem 
able t o hand le t h e d i v e r s i t y and c o m p l e x i t y o f issues w i t h o u t a l i ena t i ng 
m a j o r segments o f t he p o p u l a t i o n . As a m a t t e r o f f a c t , t h e y prepare f o r 
such d i s r u p t i o n s . T h e C i t y o f M i a m i , F l o r i d a , spent b e t t e r t h a n six m o n t h s 
p r e p a r i n g its law e n f o r c e m e n t services t o deal w i t h v i o l ence e x p e c t e d a t 
t h e recent D e m o c r a t i c c o n v e n t i o n . T h e assassination a t t e m p t o n George 
Wal lace was desc r ibed b y some r epo r t e r s as s i m p l y t he p r i ce o f t he 
dec i s ion t o r u n as a c and ida t e w h o takes a s t r o n g p o s i t i o n . E ve r yone 
k n o w s as w e l l o f t h e l e n g t h y de lays in t h e dec i s i on-mak ing process. Laws 
are l o n g o u t d a t e d b y t h e t i m e t h e y pass Congress o r Pa r l i ament . T o 
compensa t e f o r t h i s co l lapse , execu t i v e powe r s have t a k e n over m u c h 
dec i s i on-mak ing p o w e r o n u rgen t issues, d i v o r c i n g these dec is ions f r o m 
local p a r t i c i p a n t s . K a k u e i Tanaka , t h e newly-e lec ted P r ime M i n i s t e r o f 
J apan , f o r ins tance , assured his e l e c t i on by p r o m i s i n g cab ine t seats t o 
t h r ee p o t e n t i a l con t ende r s f o r t he o f f i c e w i t h i n his Social D e m o c r a t i c 
Pa r t y , t h u s p resuppos ing t h e i n c r ed ib l e f r e e d o m o f his o f f i c e . T h e 
r emarkab l e p o w e r o f mass ive ly-organized, grassroots dec i s ion-mak ing in 
r a p i d l y f o r m i n g t h e dec is ions o f t h e recent D e m o c r a t i c C o n v e n t i o n ; in 
c l os ing t h e Un ive rs i t i es o f T o k y o , M e x i c o C i t y , and Caracas; in 
ma r sha l l i ng g loba l o p i n i o n against segregated s c h o o l i n g in t he U n i t e d 
States—has p o i n t e d t o t h e p o w e r o f we l l-organ ized local g roup ings t o c u t 
across i n c r e d i b l e c o n t r o v e r s y and c o m p l e x i t y in t he p o l i t i c a l arena. 



5 8 . Rap id social and t e chno log i c a l change have c reated a great 
awareness o f t h e in jus t i ce and inequa l i t i es t a k i n g place across t he w o r l d . 
People in ba r r ios o f R i o de J ane i ro can see a Sears ca ta logue , and 
unde r s t and t h e i r d i s tance f r o m t h e g o o d th ings o f l i f e w h i c h m a n y regard 
as necessities. People in N e w Y o r k see te lev i s ion coverage o f c h i l d r e n 
w o u n d e d b y A m e r i c a n b o m b e r s . Dispossessed peoples at h o m e and ab road 
respond t o t h e i r s i t u a t i o n w i t h p ro t e s t and o f t e n w i t h v io l ence . T h e 
establ ished societ ies t e n d t o react w i t h a m y o p i c in teres t in law and o rde r 
f o r t h e i r o w n sake. O n b o t h sides o f issues, sha l l ow slogans and pa roch ia l 
causes b l o c k any v i s i on o f a c o m m o n g r o u n d w h i c h m i g h t a l l o w g roups t o 
t r anscend i m m e d i a t e sel f-interest f o r t he in teres t o f t he w h o l e soc ie t y . 

5 9 . A n d y e t , t he emergence o f m a n y v i t a l grassroots o rgan iza t i ons 
in o u r t i m e has p r o d u c e d a d e m a n d f o r t he t o o l s and m e t h o d o l o g i e s 
r equ i r ed f o r researching, p l a n n i n g and dec i s ion-mak ing a m o n g g roups w i t h 
d i v e rgen t v i e w p o i n t s . V o t e r r eg i s t r a t i on o rgan i za t i ons , t r i b a l and 
n e i g h b o r h o o d counc i l s , and special in te res t g roups have d iscovered t h a t 
us ing m e t h o d s t h a t h o n o r t h e w i s d o m o f every i nd i v i dua l and g r o u p in t he 
c o m m u n i t y enr iches t h e s o l u t i o n t o p r o b l e m s and exped i tes t he 
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f n e w p rog rams . 

6 0 . T h e p r o p e n s i t y o f local o rgan i za t i ons , such as O p e r a t i o n 
Breadbasket in Ch icago , t o t ake stands o n na t i ona l and w o r l d issues p o i n t s 
t o a new era o f engagement b y l oca l l y-g rounded g roups in w o r l d 
dec i s ion-mak ing . I t is t h r o u g h focus o n issues b e y o n d t h e i r o w n 
c o m m u n i t y t h a t local g roups t ranscend in te rna l s t r i f e , and f o cus i t u p o n 
w o r l d needs. 

6 1 . C o l u m b i a depends so exc lus i ve l y u p o n its co f f ee i n d u s t r y t h a t 
the re are sect ions o f t he p o p u l a t i o n f o r w h o m a f e w cents d i f f e r e n c e in 
t h e w o r l d p r i ce o f c o f f e e is t h e d i f f e r e n c e be tween s ta rva t ion and surv iva l . 
T h i s i n c r ed ib l e s i t u a t i o n , seeming ly unheard-of in o u r age o f e c o n o m i c 
p r o s p e r i t y , p o i n t s t o t h e m o s t t rag ic m a n i f e s t a t i o n o f t he m a l f u n c t i o n i n g 
p o l i t i c a l process. Th i s is t h e d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y h igh level o f i n f l uence 
a l l o t t e d t o p o w e r f u l l y o rgan ized in te res t g roups and large p r o p e r t y owne r s 
in t h e absence o f p o w e r f u l p o l i t i c a l s t ruc tu res . In C o l u m b i a , c o f f e e 
interests have l o n g d o m i n a t e d the p o l i t i c a l p i c t u r e . T h e i r e c o n o m i c m i g h t 
a l l o w e d t h e f r e e d o m t o move r a p i d l y w h e r e p o l i t i c a l f o r m s we re 
hopeless ly t r a p p e d in t h e i r o w n m a c h i n e r y . W h e n the c o f f e e m a r k e t sh i f t s 
the re is n o a l t e rna t i ve i n d u s t r y avai lable f o r peop le t o w o r k at because 
o the rs have been b l o c k e d f r o m the area. 

6 2 . O n a g loba l scale, large indus t r i es h o l d r emarkab l e sway in such 
arenas as f o r e i g n p o l i c y and p o l l u t i o n l eg i s l a t ion , leaving the p r i va te 
c i t i z e n i m p o t e n t t o make his dec is ions f e l t . Recent t imes have s h o w n , 
howeve r , t h a t t h e p o w e r o f mass p o l i t i c a l o r g a n i z a t i o n can c o n t e n d w i t h 
even great e c o n o m i c fo rces . P r o c t o r and G a m b l e soaps have been 
c o m p l e t e l y o u t l a w e d in t he Ch icago area due t o t he c i t i z e n o u t c r y over 
t h e p o l l u t i o n o f t he Grea t Lakes. T h e g loba l consensus as t o t h e ro le o f 
Western na t i ons in Southeas t As ia has been t o t a l l y a l t e r ed , in t h e face o f 



m i g h t y business in terests , b y t h e wor l< o f count less local g roups across t h e 
w o r l d f o r m a n y years. 

6 3 . T h e m o v e t o h o l d h igher powe r s a c coun tab l e can be seen also in 
t h e c o n s u m e r i s m o f Nader ' s Raiders and t h e r o t a t i n g ass ignment s t r u c t u r e 
o f some Japanese c o r p o r a t i o n s . These e x p e r i m e n t s in t he p o w e r o f 
grassroots co rpora teness have begun t o m a p o u t s t ruc tu res t o h o l d p u b l i c 
o f f i c i a l s be fo r e t h e i r c o v e n a n t t o represent the needs o f all o f t h e i r 
c o n s t i t u e n t s . I t is increas ing ly c lear t h a t grassroots consensus-bu i ld ing can 
f ree pa ra l yzed p o l i t i c a l f o r m s t o move , as r ead i l y as can large single 
interests . 

6 4 . A rad ica l change is emerg ing in t h e w o r l d ' s dec i s i on-mak ing 
s t ruc tu res . T h e o u t c r y o f loca l m a n t o p a r t i c i p a t e , t o be e f f e c t i v e l y hea rd , 
and t o w i e l d his p o w e r in g loba l dec i s i on-mak ing requ i res a sys tem o f 
dec i s i on-mak ing w h i c h connec t s g loba l issues w i t h local w i s d o m , w h i c h 
p e r m i t s consensus t o h o n o r m i n o r i t y vo ices , and w h i c h a f f o r d s c en t r a l i z ed 
a c c o u n t a b i l i t y a m o n g all p a r t i c i p a n t s . 

6 5 . In his p a r t i c i p a t i o n , reg iona l research and p l a n n i n g s t ruc tu res 
m i g h t a l l o w local m a n t o feed his w i s d o m i n t o a reg iona l data-gather ing 
s ys t em, w h i c h w o u l d in t u r n d r a w t o g e t h e r t h e consensus in r e l a t i o n t o 
loca l , c o n t i n e n t a l , and g loba l p r i o r i t i e s . T h e average c i t i z e n m i g h t w o r k 
d i r e c t l y w i t h a reg iona l s t r u c t u r e f o r data-gather ing and consensus. T h e 
k e y t o grassroots dec i s ion-mak ing w o u l d be an e f f e c t i v e data-gather ing 
sys tem. Such a sys tem w o u l d necessari ly i n c lude c o m p u t e r da ta storage 
banks and local p r o b l e m - so l v ing f o r u m s , b u t i t w o u l d also serve t o r e m i n d 
t h e p u b l i c o f t h e needs and w i s d o m o f t h e i r g loba l ne ighbors . 

6 6 . Re la t ive t o t h e ef fect iveness o f local man 's dec i s i on-mak ing , 
e x t r e m e d ive rgence o f o p i n i o n and its r e su l t an t a l i ena t i on o f p a r t i c i p a n t s 
in t h e p o l i t i c a l process is t h e key . B u t t h a t masses o f d i v e rgen t o p i n i o n 
can be m e l d e d i n t o a single stance, t he re is n o hope f o r t he m a n o n t h e 
s t reet t o p a r t i c i p a t e o n a par w i t h t h e so l id f r o n t o f a c o r p o r a t e en te rp r i se . 
W h a t is needed is a m o d e o f dec i s i on-mak ing in w h i c h t he v i t a l q u e s t i o n is 
n o t w h a t an i n d i v i d u a l o r g r o u p w a n t s , b u t w h a t w o u l d be t h e m o s t 
h e l p f u l o p t i o n f o r t h e f u t u r e o f t h e e n t i r e g r o u p . T h e emphas is here 
w o u l d be u p o n h o l d i n g every o p i n i o n as p a r t o f a f i n a l co rpo ra t e l y-c rea ted 
dec i s i on , w h i c h m a y we l l n o t be s y n o n y m o u s w i t h t h e p roposa l s o f any o f 
t h e p a r t i c i p a n t s a t t h e beg inn ing o f t h e m e e t i n g . T h i s so r t o f give-and-take 
is o b v i o u s l y t h e o n l y course f o r us in t he f u t u r e , and i t m a y we l l be 
dec i s i on-mak ing bod ies w h i c h are f i r s t e n t r u s t e d w i t h t h e task o f 
p i o n e e r i n g such a n e w s t y l e o n beha l f o f all o f t h e w o r l d . 

6 7 . S h o u l d such a m e t h o d o f dec i s ion-mak ing be used, i t w o u l d be 
poss ib le t o h o l d t he w i s d o m o f d i ssen t ing m i n o r i t i e s in a ser ious f a s h i o n , 
w h i l e a l l o w i n g t h e m ne i t he r t o ru le n o r t o be lost in a d o m i n a n t m a j o r i t y . 
T h i s stance w o u l d d e m a n d an i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n o f o u r g r o w i n g p r o p e n s i t y t o 
speak p o l i t i c a l l y o u t o f c o r p o r a t e p r o b l e m s ra the r t h a n p r i va te interests . 



6 8 . F i n a l l y , local m a n in his need f o r p o w e r m a y p a r t i c i p a t e in a 
g loba l n e t w o r k o f checks t o assure the ef fect iveness o f p o l i t i c a l 
representat ives . These w o u l d t ake t he f o r m o f c i t i z e n b r i e f i ngs o f 
representat ives , as Pol ice S u p e r i n t e n d e n t Con l i sk in Ch icago has he ld f o r 
I n f o r m a t i o n o n t h e po l i ce behav io r in t h e c i t y . O n the reg iona l level , one 
charac te r i s t i c c o u l d be a series o f q u a r t e r l y p l a n n i n g sessions o p e n t o t he 
p u b l i c a t w h i c h , us ing we l l -d i sc ip l i ned w o r k s h o p t echn iques , plans f o r t h e 
f u t u r e and spec i f ic crisis issues were w o r k e d t h r o u g h t o f a c i l i t a t e t h e 
research j o b o f legis lat ive bodies . O n a g loba l level , t h i s a c c o u n t a b i l i t y 
m a y w e l l t ake place t h r o u g h the U n i t e d N a t i o n s , t a k i n g t h e f o r m o f 
annua l l y-presented " S t a t e o f t h e W o r l d " r epo r t s , s im i l a r t o those given 
w i t h i n na t i ons . F o l l o w i n g such r epo r t s , c o m m i t t e e s s im i l a r t o 
census-takers w o u l d so l i c i t response f r o m t h e c i t i z e n r y o f t he w o r l d as t o 
t h e adv i s ab i l i t y o f present p o l i c y and t h e f u t u r e d i r e c t i o n s needed. 
O b v i o u s l y , t e chno log i c a l t o o l s such as t e l e p h o n e and te legraph h o o k u p s , 
t e lev i s ion and r ad io , and c o m p u t e r systems c o u l d be used t o f a c i l i t a t e 
these channels . 

69 . T h e inc lus ive task in t he p o l i t i c a l arena in o u r t i m e is t o restore 
t o local m a n t h e p o w e r t o p a r t i c i p a t e e f f e c t i v e l y in his des t i n y w h i c h size 
and c o m p l e x i t y o f he w o r l d have g radua l l y e roded . I t is as i f local m a n 
w i l l r e t u r n f r o m p o l i t i c a l ex i l e t o rec la im his h i s to r i ca l c o m m i s s i o n : t o 
dec ide t h e d e s t i n y o f m a n k i n d in t h e c o m m o n n e s s o f every day 's m o s t 
m u n d a n e cho i ce . 



The fifth proposal nexus calls for the 
Imposition of Inclusive controls on the 
economic dynamic of society through political 
regulation, data dissemination, and coordinated 
inclusive planning relative to global needs. 

VI. GLOBALIZED 

ECONOMICS 

7 0 . Wa l k i n t o t h e business d i s t r i c t o f any m a j o r c i t y in t h e w o r l d , 
f r o m H o n g K o n g t o N e w Y o r k t o Ca i ro , at a b o u t 8 : 0 0 am o n a w e e k d a y 
m o r n i n g , and y o u w i l l see an a m a z i n g l y s im i l a r scene. Grea t o f f i c e 
b u i l d i n g s s tand as s ta rk and g l eam ing p i l l a rs , a b o u t w h i c h t h e rest o f t he 
c i t y hudd l e s , seeming ly f o r s u p p o r t . H u n d r e d s , t housands o f bus inessmen 
in t h e i r d a r k su i ts , c a r r y i n g briefcases, hus t l e past , secretaries rush b y . A l l 
are head ing f o r t h e d i v e r s i t y o f business o f f i c e s in t h e cente r c i t y . Once 
ins ide any o f f i c e , y o u w i l l f i n d r e cogn izab l y s im i l a r meta l o r w o o d e n 
f u r n i t u r e , o f f i c e mach ines and a c c o u t r e m e n t s , l i f e s t y l e and roles. T h e 
w o r l d over , t e c h n o l o g y as i t deve loped in t h e Western Hemisphe re has 



" w o n " in every n a t i o n t h a t i t has t o u c h e d . I t has recreated every peop le 
w h i c h i t has t o u c h e d a f t e r i ts o w n image. The re is no q u e s t i o n b u t t h a t w e 
have a " g l o b a l i z e d e c o n o m i c s . " G l o b a l i t y has in f a c t t a k e n place t h r o u g h 
e c o n o m i c deve l opmen t s . T h e issue w h i c h th i s essay raises is, h o w m i g h t 
w e a p p r o p r i a t e and use t h a t f a c t , r a ther t h a n a l l o w i n g i t t o master us b y 
its sheer s t r eng th and powe r ? 

7 1 . T h e m o s t i n c r ed ib l e b r e a k t h r o u g h o f t he past 5 0 0 years in 
h u m a n h i s t o r y has been t h a t surv ival is no longer man 's f i r s t task. Fo r t h e 
f i r s t t i m e in h u m a n h i s t o r y , o n l y one- th i rd o f t he w o r l d goes t o bed 
h u n g r y . T h e o t h e r t w o - t h i r d s o f t h e w o r l d ex i s t in an e c o n o m i c 
f r a m e w o r k " above t h e subsistence level. Man never k n e w such abundance 
be fo r e t h e m o d e r n p e r i o d . He is f reed f o r t h e f i r s t t i m e t o pursue o t h e r 
interests . T h i s is t h e w o n d e r and g l o r y o f o u r day . 

7 2 . T h e pr i ce o f t h i s a ch i evement has been over 100 years o f f o cus 
u p o n t h e e c o n o m i c d y n a m i c s o f c i v i l i z a t i o n . T h e m a g n i f i c e n t h u m a n 
c r ea t i on o f t h e present s t ruc tu res o f g loba l i n d u s t r y and c o m m e r c e has 
t aken an i n c r ed ib l e t o l l o f o u r lives d u r i n g th i s process. Even as we bask in 
t he poss ib i l i t i es o f f eed ing t h e w o r l d , o f guarantee ing an adequate i n c o m e 
f o r a l l , o f ever-increasing the p r o s p e r i t y o f m a n , w e see t h a t we have 
a l l o w e d t h i s m i g h t y servant t o become o u r master . T h e c rea tu re rules t h e 
c reators . 

7 3 . T h e f o r m s o f d i s t r i b u t i o n o f t h e w o r l d ' s w e a l t h across t he g lobe 
d e m o n s t r a t e o u r s u b j u g a t i o n t o o u r o w n e c o n o m i c advances. We i nven ted 
o u r e c o n o m y t o c o n q u e r sca rc i t y , w h i c h necessari ly m e a n t t h a t w e 
emphas ized p r o d u c t i o n and p r o d u c t i v i t y . When the re is n o t enough t o go 
a r o u n d , i t is reasonable t o t r y t o p r o d u c e enough so t h a t a f e w m o r e can 
share in t h e goods . We have succeeded at t he p r o d u c t i o n b e y o n d o u r 
dreams. F r o m c r o p fa i lu res and hand-made t o o l s w e have m o v e d t o gra in 
harvests so a b u n d a n t t h a t t h e U n i t e d States can feed i tse l f , e x p o r t w h e a t 
a b r o a d , and s t i l l have massive surpluses l e f t over w h i c h are cheapest t o 
b u r n . T h e USSR leapt f r o m medieva l ag r i cu l t u r e t o pos t-modern 
t e c h n o l o g y in a mere f i f t y years. A n d y e t , in t he m i d s t o f t h i s 
ext ravaganza o f w e a l t h , we are s u d d e n l y c o n f r o n t e d w i t h a q u a l i t a t i v e l y 
new issue—why n o t j u s t go ahead and t ake care o f eveyone 's needs? 

7 4 . A t f i r s t t h o u g h t , t h i s q u e s t i o n seems absurd . People have 
starved t o dea th somewhe re a r o u n d the g lobe since h i s t o r y began. In o u r 
t i m e , such h u m a n ca tas t rophes s i m p l y d o n o t need t o happen . T o n s o f 
gra in c o u l d be eaten ra ther t h a n b u r n e d . B u t here is t he d i f f i c u l t y : in o u r 
age-old m e n t a l i t y o f s ca rc i t y , w e have never c reated the systems t o 
d i s t r i b u t e t h e f u n d a m e n t a l necessities o f l i f e t o t he g lobe . Radios and 
Coca-cola are f o u n d in even t h e m o s t r e m o t e v i l l age , b u t e l emen ta r y re l ie f 
f o r I nd i an f l o o d v i c t i m s can scarcely surv ive t h e bureauc ra t i c 
inef fect iveness o f na t i ona l and i n t e r n a t i o n a l care agencies. Second l y , o u r 
ve ry images o f l i f e are t y r a n n i z e d b y a p r o d u c t i o n m e n t a l i t y . T h e 
" P r o t e s t a n t w o r k e t h i c , " w h i c h l i nks p r o d u c t i v e l abor t o r e spons ib i l i t y f o r 
soc i e t y , has served Western na t i ons w e l l d u r i n g t h e I ndus t r i a l R e v o l u t i o n , 



b u t i t has e n d u r e d f a r b e y o n d i ts re levance. I f e ve r yone t o d a y w o r k e d t h e 
t w e l v e hou r s a d a y t h a t we r e r e q u i r e d a c e n t u r y ago f o r surv i va l , w e w o u l d 
be g l u t t e d w i t h j u s t t o o m a n y goods t o hand le . A n d y e t w e s t i l l t e l l 
ourselves t h a t t h e m o r e f u l l y one is able t o p a r t i c i p a t e in t h e p r o d u c t i o n 
o f his soc ie ty ' s goods , t h e m o r e f u l l y h u m a n he is. A s a resu l t , those w h o 
f r o m necessity o r cho i c e , are n o t e c o n o m i c a l l y p r o d u c t i v e are seen as 
social bu rdens . Those , o n t h e o t h e r h a n d , w h o have chosen a p r o d u c t i v e 
j o b l o o k t o i t f o r a s ign i f i cance w h i c h i t n o longer has a w a y o f g i v i ng , and 
l ive c y n i c a l , u n f u l f i l l e d lives b e h i n d a punchpress o r a desk. A l s o as a 
resu l t o f o u r imagery , w e are pa ra l yzed t o e x p l o r e t h e poss ib i l i t i es o f n e w 
e m p l o y m e n t in social r enewa l , i n social a r t , i n t h e c r e a t i o n o f t h e 
m y t h o l o g y and s y m b o l s f o r w h i c h al l o f us t h i r s t , t o h o l d o u r 
c o n t e m p o r a r y expe r i ence . 

7 5 . T h i r d l y , o u r images o f p l a n n i n g in t h e e c o n o m i c r ea lm are 
reduced t o t h e sho r t - t e rm and t h e loca l . In na t i ons w h e r e e c o n o m i c 
p l a n n i n g is a sel f-conscious g o v e r n m e n t a l f u n c t i o n , f ive-year plans d i f f e r 
r ad i ca l l y in d i r e c t i o n f r o m one a n o t h e r as regimes s h i f t . In every c o u n t r y , 
schools are o v e r c r o w d e d b y t h e t i m e t h e y are f u n d e d and b u i l t . I t is n o t 
t h a t w e are unab l e t o p l a n , howeve r . In C a l i f o r n i a , sewage t r e a t m e n t p l a n t 
engineers have char t s f o r t h e a m o u n t o f sewage t h a t w i l l need t o be 
hand l ed in t h e state in 2 0 4 0 . Quick-serv ice h a m b u r g e r cha ins k n o w h o w 
m a n y ca tsup packe ts are needed in a single dr ive- in in any p a r t i c u l a r 
m o n t h a c c o r d i n g t o t he v o l u m e o f cus tomers and w e a t h e r c o n d i t i o n s 
p reva i l i ng in t h e area. We have i n c r e d i b l y comprehens i v e and precise p lans 
f o r spec i f i c business tasks, b u t co l lapse w h e r e h u m a n care is c o n c e r n e d . 
T h i s s h o r t - t e r m , i m m e d i a t e p l a n n i n g f o r soc i e t y is n o t w i ckedness , b u t a 
f a i l u r e o f t h e i m a g i n a t i o n t o cons ide r t h a t t h e c o m p l e x i t y o f t h e pJant 's 
needs c o u l d be o rgan ized us ing t h e same a n a l y t i c and p r e d i c t i v e t o o l s 
p resen t l y used f o r sewage f l o w s and ca tsup packets . 

7 6 . In t h e c o m i c s t r i p " L i l ' A b n e r , " t h e i n d u s t r i a l i s t . Genera l Bu l l 
Moose , has as his s logan " W h a t ' s g o o d f o r Genera l Bu l l Moose is g o o d f o r 
t h e U S A . " Such a c o n t e x t is l aughable in t o d a y ' s w o r l d , and y e t w e f i n d 
ourselves o p e r a t i n g as i f i t we re o u r c r edo . Because o f its business-related 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . U n i t e d States f o r e i g n a id t o u n d e r d e v e l o p e d na t i ons since 
W o r l d War I I has r e t u r n e d a h ighe r gross i n c o m e t h a n i t has cos t . 
M e a n w h i l e , those w h o receive a i d , f a r f r o m deve l op ing e c o n o m i c 
i ndependence , re l y m o r e and m o r e u p o n A m e r i c a n i n d u s t r y and 
d e v e l o p m e n t a l f u n d s f o r t h e i r sustenance. T h e m o v e b y na t i ons such as 
E g y p t and Ch i l e t o expe l f o r e i g n i n ve s tmen t l ong enough t o deve lop an 
i n d e p e n d e n t ba rga in ing stance is a sign o f w h a t i t m i g h t mean t o assume 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r g loba l d i s t r i b u t i o n . In J apan , w h i c h has f o r a l ong w h i l e 
t a k e n a m i l d ve rs ion o f t h a t stance, new f o r m s o f d i s t r i b u t i o n w h i c h are 
comprehens i v e and re l i ab le n o w ex i s t t h r o u g h n a t i o n a l i ndus t r i a l channe ls , 
g i v ing every Japanese access t o t he goods o f t h e w o r l d . Even in na t i ons 
l i k e I nd i a such a n e t w o r k c o u l d be c o n s t r u c t e d w i t h o u t w a i t i n g f o r 
i n d u s t r y t o deve lop . 



7 7 . O u r e c o n o m i c images c o m e t o us m o s t d i r e c t l y in t he f o r m o f 
adver t i s ing . A l l o f us, even against o u r w i l l , l ong t o be t he one w i t h t h e 
real t h i n g , w h o n o longer w o r r i e s a b o u t his hyge ine , o r his p u b l i c image, 
w h o is revered b y all f o r his car and stereo and his c igaret tes . W i t h t he 
radica l v i s ion o f h u m a n a u t h e n t i c i t y w h i c h has b r o k e n loose in o u r day , 
w e laugh at ourselves at t h e same t i m e , b u t w e are n o t u n b o u n d . We k n o w 
the a b s u r d i t y , y e t w e c o n t i n u e i t . Radical c o n s u m e r c o n t r o l s over business 
are perhaps t h e o n l y d i r e c t i o n b y w h i c h t o i n i t i a l l y break ourselves loose 
t o see w h a t a p r o d u c t i o n t h a t serves the real needs o f soc ie ty m i g h t l o o k 
l i ke . T r u t h in l end ing and base pr ice i n f o r m a t i o n laws are a f i r m step in 
th i s d i r e c t i o n . Even t h e ant ics o f Nader 's Raiders o f f e r us f r u i t f u l c l a r i t y 
as t o t h e . f o r m s o f a c c o u n t a b i l i t y w h i c h are r e q u i r e d . 

7 8 . P l ann ing f o r t h e f u t u r e needs o f t he g lobe in t he t w e n t i e t h and 
t w e n t y - f i r s t cen tur i es is an o v e r w h e l m i n g l y c o m p l e x task. I t is obv i ous 
t h a t unless w e p lan t o deal w i t h p o p u l a t i o n expans i on , u r b a n e x p l o s i o n , 
and even na tu ra l ca tas t rophes such as ma jo r ea r thquakes , t he f u t u r e can 
o n l y be t e r r i f y i n g l y chao t i c . E ve r ywhere we l o o k , p r o p h e t s o f d o o m 
p r e d i c t a t o m i c w a r f a r e , massive ea r thquakes , p o l l u t i o n ca tas t rophes , and 
so o n . Th i s s o r t o f su r render begs t he basic q u e s t i o n : w e are s i m p l y in t h e 
m i d s t o f a s h i f t f r o m an e c o n o m y w h i c h meets needs after t h e y arise, t o 
one w h i c h m u s t p r e d i c t demands Ae/ore t h e y arise in o rde r t o mee t t h e m . 
Perhaps t h e m o s t d i f f i c u l t pa r t o f th i s j o b is t he f a c t t h a t local c i t i zens 
m u s t p a r t i c i p a t e , t o deve lop the k i nds o f creat ive mode l s t h a t local man 
can l ive w i t h . N o c o m p u t e r i z e d magical s o l u t i o n w i l l w o r k here. P r o t o t y p e 
mode l s have been establ ished in t he hea l th p l a n n i n g agencies o f some 
na t i ons t o p r o v i d e t he l i n k be tween p rov ide rs and consumers o f hea l th 
services o f all k i n d s . T h e y l i n k consumers w i t h reg iona l , loca l , and 
na t i ona l s t ruc tu res , and p r o v i d e p r i o r i t i e s f o r t he use o f hea l th resources. 
O n a g loba l scale, a i r l ines are an i l l u s t r a t i o n o f an i n d u s t r y w h i c h is r u n 
u n d e r e x p l i c i t U n i t e d Na t i ons superv i s ion . S im i l a r mode l s o f i ndus t r i a l 
c o n t r o l and grassroots p a r t i c i p a t i o n are ev idenced b y Japanese 
managemen t e x p e r i m e n t s in w h i c h p lanners , engineers, assembly-l ine 
w o r k e r s and execut i ves are assigned t o mee t t oge the r t o c o r p o r a t e l y t h i n k 
t h r o u g h such ques t ions as t h e f u t u r e demands u p o n the c o r p o r a t i o n . 

7 9 . Emerg ing proposa ls t o c o r r e c t t h e inadequa te e c o n o m i c 
s t ruc tu res f o r o u r g loba l soc ie ty center a b o u t a w o r l d w i d e e c o n o m i c 
c o n t r o l sys tem cons i s t ing o f p l a n n i n g , r egu l a t i on , and in te rchange . T h e 
ma jo r focus o f these proposa ls is t he equ i t ab l e d i s t r i b u t i o n o f soc iet ies ' 
surpluses t o va r ious p r i o r i t i z e d w o r l d needs. 

8 0 . T h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s is emerg ing as a g loba l p l a n n i n g 
o r g a n i z a t i o n . W i t h i n th i s c o m p l e x the re is a sys tem o f t e c h n o l o g y , an 
i n t e r r e l a t ed research n e t w o r k , and a p r i o r i t i z i n g system w h i c h takes local 
needs and requests and l ooks at t h e m f r o m t h e perspect ive o f t he w h o l e 
w o r l d . T h e o r g a n i z a t i o n t h e n decides w h i c h areas t o move o n i m m e d i a t e l y 
and w h i c h w i l l need m o r e long-range p l a n n i n g . T h i s t y p e o f representat ive 
research and m o d e l - b u i l d i n g n e t w o r k w i l l a l l o w t h e systems t o be c reated 
w h e r e b y every m a n can p a r t i c i p a t e in e c o n o m i c decis ion- m a k i n g and its 



rewards . T h i s p a r t i c i p a t i o n is t h e key t o res to r ing s ign i f i cance in one's 
o c c u p a t i o n . In t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o dec ide w h e r e his w o r k goes lies t he 
w o r k e r ' s chance t o re late his punchpress o r his desk t o t he needs o f all 
m a n . N o longer is he t he re o u t o f s to i c d u t y , b u t as one whose p r o d u c t i o n 
and c o n s u m p t i o n are re la ted t o t he dec is ions he has made a b o u t t he 
d i r e c t i o n o f t h e f u t u r e . 

81. A n e x a m p l e o f an inc lus ive g loba l r egu l a t i on sys tem is t h e w o r l d 
c u r r e n c y sys tem. We w o u l d p ropose a n e t w o r k o f research and t r a i n i n g f o r 
consumers b y w h i c h t h e y c o u l d see t h e r a m i f i c a t i o n s o f t h e i r dec is ions , 
and a r e g u l a t i o n o f i n d u s t r y in o rde r t o d i r e c t p r o d u c t i o n t o h igher 
p r i o r i t i e s w h e n o v e r p r o d u c t i o n is t h r e a t e n i n g . O u t o f common l y-ag reed 
p r i o r i t i e s across t h e w o r l d , i n d u s t r y w o u l d be given incent ives t o p r o d u c e 
a c c o r d i n g t o t h e needs o f t h e w o r l d . 

8 2 . In t h e arena o f da ta exchange , a g loba l da ta and research 
exchange cen te r is p r o p o s e d , t o p r o v i d e i n f o r m a t i o n enab l i ng dec is ions 
a b o u t t h e e c o n o m i c f u t u r e o f any area o r reg ion in t h e w o r l d . T h e task 
here w o u l d be t o c o l l e c t , p r o j e c t , and store da ta o n t h e needs and 
resources o f all c o m m u n i t i e s in t h e g lobe . Such an exchange sys tem w o u l d 
p r o v i d e i n f o r m a t i o n and w o u l d m a k e dec is ions d i r e c t i n g t h e use and 
d i s t r i b u t i o n o f g loba l resources based o n t h e needs o f local and g loba l 
g roups . T h i s sys tem w o u l d be a d m i n i s t e r e d b y a g l o b a l l y representa t i ve 
o r g a n i z a t i o n answerab le t o every local c o m m u n i t y . 

8 3 . We have a l ready b u i l t a new w o r l d in t h e e c o n o m i c d i m e n s i o n 
o f l i f e . We have c rea ted a m i g h t y servant . T h e task in o u r t i m e is t o t a m e 
th i s servant , t h a t he w i l l d o o u r b i d d i n g t o t he fu l l e s t possible e x t e n t f o r 
t h e sake o f t h e e n t i r e g lobe . 
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