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Latin countraees ‘people
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BETHANY — Helping launch a,
vorker-owned cheese factory in az
Yeruvian shanty town of 300000
xeople. Lk
'8 Building a two-mile lmgatlon
anal in a dry rural village. *

B Aiding poor mothers in a‘:
Suatemalan town to open a pre-
ichool.
- I Settmg up trammg centers to

.-egtﬁ *‘d\jye heard
‘cry and need.

‘People wanted

Fe) =]
‘““Lnk‘“milra". Eotea

woad. He has also helped U.S.”
ympanies develop participatory
anagement. His wife, a Midwes-
mer and nurse, gave up a real
tate practice to join ICA xn
uatemala.

"ICA has “a finger in anythmg
ople need,” from a community '
ell system to reforestation, said
avid Calhoun, a Bethany resi-
:nt who has taken part in Space
etween programs with his wife,
puva..

" The Calhouns then invited a
smber of interested Bethany resi-
ents to learn more about the
“A’s work and possibly to be-
me involved in the programs.
“Meanwhile, the Wests are tour="
ig the United States and Canada
wrough June to spread the ICA
1essage.

.-Latin America’s size and geog-
!phy cause immense difficulties
3 unifying anything in or between
fs nations, George West said.
iross economic and social dispari-
€s, multiple languages and poor
ommunication (one telephone
erves 30,000 people in one Guate-
nalan area) have handlcapped
Aatin Americans in developmg ‘a
ense of being a people.” This has
teated a feeling of powerlessness,

:Specially among the lndlans,' '

Nest said.

+To help overcome this, ICA
eeks receptive rural communities
iear major cities to develop train-

1g centers and demonstration
rojects that will inspire other vil-
iges, West said. One of them, Az-
itia, Peru, received a government
ward for installing electricity and
otable water, improving old irri-
ation canals, building a new
chool and staning a beekeeping
ndustry,.

“*‘Working together is where
oyr power is,” Donnamarie West
ald

* The Wests designed the Space
3etween program, which is held in .
Viexico, Guatemala and Peru, be-
-ause, *“‘We heard a cry and need.
Pcople wanted a deeper (travel) ex-
serience. They were not really

show communities how to help
themselves, and

W Introducing an unusual inter-
cultural exchange program in Lat-
in America for U.S. residents to
“bridge the spaces between us and

‘These are a few of the projects
to which George and Donnamarie
West have dedicated themselves
working with the Chicago-based
Institute of Cultural Affairs.

The private, non-profit organi-
| zation bnngs multi-cultural teams
together in 33 countries to stimu-
late community initiatives in de-
fining needs and marshalling local
‘and outside conlnbuuons to solve
them. e

Inthe US. to seek resources for
ICA’s Latin American projects and
to promote the Space Between
*adventure” programs they devel-
oped. the couple recently stopped
in Bethany to visit friends.

George West, an Alabamian
who coordinates ICA’s Peruvian
dctivities, earned a divinity degree
before moving into community de-
velopment work and leadership
programs in inner Chicago and
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Donnamarie and George West, who are currently ‘Peru with the Institute of Cultural Affairs, |

worklng on community development projects i

makmg contact with people,”
Donnamarie West said.

] Each three-week, in-depth pro- -
gram moves from a vnllage to the
capital and the country’s *‘sacred
space.” The programs include so-

_cial interaction and workdays with

wllagers visits to museums, a ha-
_Cienda and schools and meeting
people in many walks of life. Ex-
ploring the “sacred spaces” take
ttip members to Mayan temples
and “the lost city of the Incas.”

The couple sees the exchanges
as a first step in helping create the
global awareness that enhances un-
derstanding and peace. The pro-
gram address is 4750 N. Shenidan
Road, Chicago, Ill. 60640.

Although ICA. assignments in
future years may take the Wests to
new places, they khow the commu-

_nity work will be’ Challengmg and

satisfying because
where we are,’
said.

“Home is
Donnamane West

n their recent visit to Bethany.
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