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THE CHURCH LECTURE

The People of God
or
The Radical Community

I. THE HISTORICAL SITUATION OF THE CHURCH
1. Finds Itself in Radical Renewal
2. Operating Images have collapsed before
3. The 19th Century Collapse

4, Left us a turned in Church

II. THE NEW OPERATING IMAGE OF THE CHURCH
1. The Church is mission
2. The Revolution of History
3. The Creation of the Future

4. The Deed On Behalf of All

I1I1I. THE QUALITIES OF THE CHURCH - INTERIOR
1. The Solitary Stance
2. The Vulnerable Engagement
3. The Interior Resourcefulness

4, The Total Commitment

Iv. THE TASK OF THE CHURCH - EXTERIOR
1. The Aweful Deed of Love
2. The Witness to the Healing Word
3. The Building of Structures of Justice

4. The Lnduring Sign of llumannecss

i i i e
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Ke. Potm/ Im age

Pioneer game

Walk through
the chart

e e T T ey

T s pR I S S D s S oo e I i

NIEBUHR: THE CHURCH AS
SOCTIAL PIONEER

A ¥ T e T T e

~ ACADEMY
April 1983

e e e

vAs31gn someone to put up the chart

While that is done, play pioneer game
*¥When I say the word "pioneer", whose face
comes to mind? (Try to get one from each
country represented, and if necessary,
a sentence about the person to identify

the activity. If names are all men, or

from one culture, or all military, etc.

ask question to expand list)
*¥Repeat the list. Now as you think about this
list, ‘would you say are qualities of a
pioneer?

Get person to talk out chart. Anybody
anything different?

During this time do short course about
pointing to reality and then naming.
Niebuhr does that in this paper.

e e )

m-"_"‘ oyt 3 e g o ma e o
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Niebuhr's model

o Lok

Proneer

@

%( i

o n Cha\(

S‘msn-
f1vc.

Iit A0

< Vision
Ffd‘}mu“ of resurre

Respond first

hon

1. Read first 5 sentences one at a time
to get Niebuhr's ‘model on the board.
sent 1 How describe social responsibility
of church? (Pioneer’
sent 2 Church, part of human community
does what? responds
responds how? first
to? God-in-Christ and Christ-in-God

sensitive and responsive what? part

in every society and

mankind as a whole.

sent 4 It is group which hears the Word.
What mean by hear the Word?

sees the judgment and has the vision of
resurrection

sent. 5 How responds?
on behalf of all

He uses terms G/€/G.Clarifies it later on.
(If necessary short course: Universal/
Pahtlcular/Unlversal in every situation.
Every situation is that of redemption)

2. Let's go 'back and review the model.
*Responds first. Let's start with that.

&

sent.3 and it is? sensitive and responsive

- s e
et = e e e

e e A e g -

o Bt S~ p ot ke 2§ pae b

if

Now "x".what was your experience of puttlng‘

up chart firste

When the rest of you experience respond
first, what say to self? How feel?
What are some situations of some first?
What some sit'ns you'd like to be first
to respond on behalf with model? Get
out several ow feel?

3

i

i
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TRA(N\NG— MANUAL NIEBUHR: CHURCH AS SOCIAL PIONEER April 1983 |
"‘3\%‘;‘3" Key Pom'r/ Im age SO\"\P? - {mme. |
;‘ S T R e L R g e A A R e T ey e e T e —m < i
MOVE What mean to respond first!rest of life?
MENT HRN says if you mean to be church that's

I what you do.

cont 3. On behalf of Where have you seen this be-

fore? Where in this Académy, that when you §
act in this situ'n you are in fact, action §
on behalf? }

4. Where is this group found?
What are societies that you and I show
up in?
What human community most define your 1life? j :
Get out a good list, be sure norre of them
are abstract. Want things like S5th City
Rehabilitation, Westport Lions Club,
Look back at his model, what is the
dynamic called +that is the part in

every society and mankind as a wholis *hos
responds first?. ,church)

5. Now work on vision/judgment/sensitive
What call those people who: i
a. See judgment, but have no vision of it

resurrection. They know what is wrong §
but have no model? (materialist,..... 3

b. Lot of great ideas--but not grounded
in particular what is going on in
society? Even have vision of new?
idealists)~=~===-==,~cocmceua-

c. Sensitive- really lu01d have v131on.
but do nd\'“&ut lucidity? (burnout,
crusader, seeceey 000 00y)

d. People who act, but without sensitivity?

Point, whole model is necessary, when
see that part of society that responds
- first, "see judgment and vision of resurrec-f
tion, what does HRN call that dynamic?
(The church)

a et

e i dd s

R o e e i AT e mt i o s st At et s
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Ty o gy
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T v A
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6. What are some of the social forms to which §
history and the way life is has just said
NO MORE to. Get out list. (ex. Jonestown
starvation, boat people, etc.)

What are some groups that sought to build
new forms in midst of that rejection?
What does HRN call these groups? ¥

7._P2 Now let's move on to P.2, we'll come
' back to P. 1. As I act in my particular

A e, e AAT -

B b it o B L 203

gg:gggzéb%lity society, I act on behalf of society as
individ ozer a whole, Why don't people see that?
TECRE In:sent. 3 HRN.talks of new understanding

_
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of how llfe is intertwined with llfe°
What does he say about that? :
What events have jarred that new consciousness

of 1life intertwined with life? i

“ACADEMY

NIEBUHR: CHURCH AS SOCTIAL PIONEER April 1983

e e R i e T e e e ey ety - 7 g e g g = =

*Read last part._of that sent. again, "it
seems that we must move toward a conception
similiar to Hebraic and medieval one.

What are current slogans,
heroes
stories +that underscore
individual overemphasis

that are needed
to begin to build a on behalf of stance.

representational resp..

E—r—y

e e ey

T T S Loy tyeebp ek ey D ok b w2 5

Er

Dt 8 Mo e B | e 1 Vv o e e

MOVE

o
-2
-3

Py TSRSy

o 47~ wrt; A A v

p mutr et~ 1+

A s

ey

e

%) A e o v

PRIEST

move towards
God

believe and
trust

worship

1. P.3 HRN says this representational sense
is like what? (a priest)
Get out the actions of the priest.
Make: a list.

2. What are other words for worship? believe
and trust?

3. What does it look like:
To move toward God? (probably, no answer)
What does it mean to move toward this?

What does it mean to move away from the

way life is? How talk about that?

What did Tillich say about that?
(irresponsible, 'illusion, rebellion,
escape)

4. Read sent. 5 in P. 4 "When the property---
innocent suffering illuminates their
antagonism to the will of God----- -

ey

5. Get out list of events that have 1llum1nate-

;nnocent suffering? (ex. El1 Salvador

6. Push illusion underneath these events?
(ex. World is divided between Communish
and democracy, trickle-down development
will work, right wing is better than
left wing, etc.)

-*Now think of group you located yourself
in, Where have you and your group parti-
cipated in sustaining that illusion?

Push and get several answers. Can go back
to list of societies.

- S
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Move- Key Pom‘r/ Tm age.
MOVE REPENTANGE,T 8 What is necessary for repenteance.
{ MENT | become aware Get the phrases listed.
ol BT turn back Do first for individual, then social
# contd abolish within
§ leads rest
: of society
{ 9. What have been some times of social
: repentance? (oil, 55 mph.)
? Who are individuals or groups that lead
I the way?
!
? 10.What repentance is necessary today?
E Push over the illusions mentioned earlier.
: What does this mean for your group,
g (the one they mentioned earlier)
! Our time 11.In P.5 what are 3 evils?
E repudiate the He wrote this paper in 1950,
4 evils today, what would it be? (terrorism,
: hoarding of technology,or.....)
; Direct demonstrajl2. In P.6 what response is he calling for?
1 tion Is he calling for preaching? (no, radical
i direct demonstration of faith)
g For him, what's faith?
When this new aspect manifest, what is
! also present? (the church)
i
VMOV E Jesus 1. Let's go back in history and look at the . |
IMENT | Representational pioneer dynamic in P.1 Sent. 10-13.
i IT1 responsibility The idea of representational responsibility
; is illustrated by Jesus Christ. !
: #*What did Jesus do? died and was resurrected)
i (Gave his life for the moral issue of the
i time;knew ir doing so was forcing the
! kingdom) :
} What would you say he showed all people i
: " they could do?
What did he show that you can do?

Hebrews _--|2. The Hebrews sent 6 illustrate social

Social responsibility.

responsibility Community of Hebrews, Israelites were

the sensitive and responsive part.

What were Israelites sensitive to?
vanity of idol worship
brotherly love.

What was illusion in idol worship? !
Baalism, fertility, preparing for !
morrow -

ot A b e e ]

What was the response forged by Israelites??
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<) Ke.yPH/Image == P

| \

fmgxg Israelites Ten commandments. List some of them. g
i ITT -Love God first i
f -What other commandments 1

j CONT not steal

f not covet. ;

Take one and work through. :

; What is truth about life or what is the way !

; life is that coveting is refusal to deal

i with? Take a covet ex. and work through. :
If T covet x's dress and beautiful purse d

what actually at work. d

Begin to see the profundity of what Tsraellte§
| trying to do. g
What imply here because he used this illustra-
tion? Churhh does not have to be Christian.
HRN is interested in the dynamic, not the
institution or faith it is found in. !
i

v e e £l A e e e Sy o mores b w2
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{POST | Announcement In 30 minutes we will meet for our weekly
LLUDE |} of closing celebration.
meal. 5

The Lord be with you!
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