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THE CHRIST LECTURE

The Christ Event {s that event in wweryman’s life that forces him to say "yes"
ér "no™ to the underlying YES pronounced on his total life,
whrd that geizes his life--pushing him out over the gbyse and demanding that he
die to his illusions sbout life and embrace his true situation.In the dynamics
of the event, it is revealed that all hs good, hie 'life is received, the past
is approved, anc the future utterly open,
tory event for every age and eulture through the Church’s story of Jesus the
as one w': showed up as the temporal event to declare the eternal
Out of that event was created the Christisn comenmity
which hns sustained the story of possibiiitvy history long and world wide as

Christ
poggibility @bout life,

THE WOFD AND THE ONLY WORD about life.

The Event became a cosmic and revela-

It 15 an offensive

THRE CHRIST EVENT SITUATTON

=

THE CHRIST EVENT WORD

The Christ Event is 2 concrete happenin
which ocecurs repeatedly throughout lifeT
theréby radically end continually al-
tering your self understending of human-
seps, This happening is the resuvlt of
szopasone other them you bursting your
41lusicns end forcimg you to faee the
reglity of 1ife, Your respongse is te
defend yourself oo as te eveid dyinmg
¢o thepe illusiems; eonsequently, you
must decide to say “yas” or "no” to
the you as you &re.

THE CHRIST EVENT DYNANMIC

The Christ Word Event saizes me in ww
complacency, I am offemded by the
demand wmade on my 1ife, eand T am
driven to make a 1ife deeision which
brings about the death of my illusioms,

S

@
The Chrint Event Word thrusts inte our

livaes, traneforming our lives in hist-
ory, present, past and future, Tt
pronounces all goingonnese es appropriat
all that we ere g2 a gift, all that
has coune before us as epproved, and
21l the future in our hands te ereate,

.......

THE CHRIST EVERT STOR?

The Christ Event story is that dyusmic
which occurred wvorld wide and history
long, 1t is that event which breught
the comunity called the Church imto
Being; And it is that commumnity which
gave the Event uniquenegs or decided to
cell that "Lord"” and only through the
fact that the church has decided the
Christ Event to be the feccal point of
their perpetuation and expenditure
has it been possible for the one
relevatory event for men's lives te
be preserved, 3 :




CHRIST EVENYT SITUATION

The Christ event is a concrete happening which occurs repeatedly through-
out life, thereby radiczlly amd continually altering your self under-
standing of humanness. This happening is the result of someone other
than you bursting your illusions and forcimg you to face the reality of
life. Your response is to defend yourself so as to avoid dying to these
illusions; consequently, you must decide to say yes" or "no" to the

you as you are.

EVENT

The EBvent is that act or action
not an idea, which you exper-
ience mot intellectually, but
concretely in your life--not
just one in a lifetime, but many
times in everyday situations.Iit
is that event which radically
alters your entire self underxr-
standing of what it is that you
are about as a human being.

DEFENSE

When your life is called into
guestion, you are threatened and
therefore, defend yourself.
This defense can take the form
of building a mew illusion,
killing the intruders by dis~
mizsing his intrusion as irs
relevant, or by pointing out
the weaknesses of the intruder.
In any case, it ies obvious by
your actions that you have seew
the handwriting on the wall of
the impinging death of your-
self.

INPRUSION

The Intrusion is the experience of
having your illusions pierced by
someone else. When this happens,
all illusions which make life safe ]
bearable and protected from the
unknown are removed, and you are
forced to view that fact you have
chosen to justifiably ignore. As
a regult of this experience, your
whole life and image are called
into question.

DECISION

But the intrusion will not go
away. Your illusion has been
burst, and you face your guilty
fear-filled life as it is. Do
you create a new illusion to
hide from your situation as it
really is, or a new idol to stand
before~~or do you choose to
embrace your life as a gift?
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= CHRIST EVENT WORD

preseat, past and future.

our hends to create,

The Christ event word thrusts imto cur lives, trensotming our lives im hiistory,

It promngunces all geingeaamoss as appropriate; all that
we are as a gift, mthathum__bummuw.audan the foture in

ALL IS GooD

The werd rovaals to us that
all is good; weaning that the
whole world, just @ 4¢ is, and
" precisely becanse it is, {8 geods
Therefore, we cemet distimguish
between "goed® and "ovil®, reojects
ing one and accepting the other.
Yo are enabled to agcept suflcre
ing, injustice and tragedy, simce
that is a part of the whole, whici?
is proclaimed by the word a3 good

ALL I8 RECEIVED

All is received is that part of un!
word tBat 2efls ys that aur $fe o5 §6
ia is the ilife thet ip needed emd cur
death that is offered is a glfe in
histesy. The neurotic humam beings
that we are, created cut of eur past,
the £20t of our contingercy upom other
- lives at every moment, our cmm fallure

to otand totally present te the other,
and tho lisltedness of our lives is
an offerinrge

ALL IS APPROVED

As we refloctoem the past
ve can see it in all its brokeno
ness ond failure, DBug it
influences cur lives enly bp
being thet which has produced
our good and received presamt,
It {8, a5 il foumncation of the
present, that wo sce the past ez
approved.

ALL I8 POSSIBLE

Kith the assurance that all is
21l is received, and all 15 epproved,
we are mado emre of the peasibilities
opan ® us, There are no shackles to
bind us, As preoducts of eur past,
our fates, our ©e ean
shart a course for the futuve, Fes
forsulating images, changing the
seemingly unchengeable; darimg te

cereate histery, regardless of the
challenge or pisk,
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CHRIST BVENT DVYNAMIC

The Christ word event seizes me in my complagency. I am offended by
the demand made on my life, and I am driwen to make a life decision
which brings about the death of my iilusions.

SEIZURE

The dynamic of the Christ event
begins when it becones ¢lear to
me that the Word has my mame on
it. This word brings to every-
man the demand on his life to
live in the situatioan which he
he must define for himself. It
raises the guestion of what mean-
ing ¥ have given to my life and
pushes me to the point where I m
must make a decision about who

I am and what my relationship

is to the rest of society.

L5

DACLELCE

The offense of the Christ event
calls my whole being into
question and pushes me to ac-
knowledge, “yes* that is the
way life is, or "no" that is
not the way life is. This word
offends my desire to appeal to
a final authority; it offends
my need for emotional security;
and it demands a life decision
from me.

Fiiding myself out over an abyss
of meaninglessness and emptiness
with no relevant authorities or
values, I must decide to live in
that chaos. The imperative is

for me to decide to thrust my life
in a certain direction, to take

a relationship to the mystery, and
to live out of the possibility

of the Christ word.,

DEATH

When I have finally thrust my
decision into history through
the Word, I die to that illusion
spoken by that event. I then
embrace my true situation,
realizing that though nothing

is different, everything is
transformed.
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CHRIST EVENT STORY

The Christ Event story i8 that dynamic which occurred world wide and historv long,
It is that event which brought the communitv called the Church into Being; And

1t 1s that community which gave the Event unicueness or decided to call that "Lozd"
and onlv through the fsct that the church has decided the Christ Fvent to be the
focal point of their perpetuation snd expenditure has it been possible for the one
relevatory event for men's iives to be preserved,

JESUS

oy

There iz an event in history which
called men to deal with their creatur=~
lineas ~ which called men to deal with
their situsticon, It does no good to
question from where it came or the
validity in the wehicle whereby the
dynamic oeccurred. It was this hap-
pening which brought the church iato
being by illuminating the Word absut
1ife in the prasent, past and future
as poasibility, :

THE CHRIST

OUR LORD

The Event was attached with universal
significance of the past, symbolizing
that as the Lamb on the lap of the
Pather, thrust into temporality by
the Virpin Birth and aseending out of
history into eternacity for the yyp-
petuation of the Word in the future,

Te promounce that Lord is to take a
relationship te that story or it is
our deciaion to say this is my Lord.
To say- that I fall on my knees to

only that understanding sbout life,

JOHN DOE

It finelly snnounces that my situationm,
my past, and my future sre reccived.
The gecret of all history is thgt, that
very 5/C is svailable ze gll - or that
it is posgible to call fhe etorv of
humenness - my o R mtory -~ the story
of my 1life. ..

st

N




