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                                                                              EDUCATED MAN 

Purpose: To enable the group to see education is the process of image-building rather than data collecting, and to 

have it see the inadequacy of present education. 

Introduction: Education is an issue which must be dealt with if we are serious about changing our society. 

Questions 

 

1. What image comes to mind when you think of an educated man? 

2. Who would you point to as an educated man today? 

3. What are the qualities of an educated man? 

4. What is the problem of education today? What is the problem behind that? 

5. If you were given the responsibility of the education of a six-week old baby, what would be Your 

program or curriculum? 

 

Conclusion: Note the variety of ideas of proposals regarding education and how this points to a demand for 

rethinking and re-imaging what education is. 

General Comments: Stress the value of their own childhood education while emphasizing the general need to 

invent new methods to responsibly deal with the 20th Century. 

 

     POETRY 

 

Purpose: Shift of mood by allowing artists of today to address the group. 

Introduction: An authentic art form enables one to experience his own experience of life; and the demand is to 

listen with an open ear to this poetry. 

 

Procedure 

The Poems: Select two from Cummings before moving to their choices in 

a) Cummings Cummings. Ask for their selections then from Crane and then 

b) Crane Lawrence. Get as many people to read as possible. 

c) Lawrence 

 

Allow the group to choose poems to read aloud or in groups. Have them read the same poem in different 

ways: loudness, tone, in role play. 

Ask how this changes the poem. 

Occasionally ask them to substitute various words for those in the text. e.g. I walked into ………  and I 

said ….. 

 

Conclusion: These are the pearls of the men of spirit of our age, and we are called upon to open our lives to 

dialogue. 

General Comments: The ordering of the poems and question is to be according to the basic art form methodology 

of impressionistic/reflective/interpretive. This can be the most creative and at the same time most revealing 

conversation of the course, requiring great sensitivity to the mood of the group. As in all teaching you are out to 

enable them to create a faith story about their lives. 
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                                                                       VOCATION 

 

Purpose: To raise the issue of vocation and reveal the group's reluctance to deal with it in depth. 

Introduction: The question of life's work for the man of faith in relation to the times in which we live is an issue 

we must deal with. 

 

Questions 

      1. What has been the most significant event of the first two-thirds of this century? 

      2. Standing in the year 2000, what was the most significant event of this century? 

      3. What is your vocation? 

      4. How does this meet the needs of our times? 

 

Conclusion: Note the open endedness of this subject and the demand to continue to 

wrestle with it. 

General Comments: Press the issue of how they understand the particular thrust of 

their whole life. Demand that they be concrete in what their vocation is. 

 

                                                                      IMPERATIVES 

Purpose: To allow the group to be self-conscious about the concrete decisions with which each person is faced. 

Introduction: The investigation and depth reflection of our times places new demands upon us. 

 

Questions: 

             1. As you return home what are the imperatives you see? (individual issues) 

             2. What is the issue you must deal with? (Total Imperative) 

            3. What is the first important thing you must do? 

 

Conclusion: There are many more imperatives before us and the demand upon us is to 

organize them. 

General Comments: Do not push, but encourage them to share with one another. The 

conclusion should leave them on their own hook. 

 

EVALUATION 

At the end of this course, after the final conversation but before the story and pitch, time needs to be spent by the 

participants in evaluating the weekend. This is a time for genuine colleagueship as they help to create the course 

for the future. The question needs to be raised in a-missional and global context, (e.g., if we were 

going to teach this course in Bombay next week, what would you have us do differently?) 






















