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Grace and Peace is ours from God our Fatner and tue Loxd Jesus Christ, Amen, :

Tais moxning I want to talk about tie youth culture in temms of contextual
reeducaticn, By rezducation I don‘t mean we ke to learn anrining new, I was addressed
last night wien it was said thaat we have tne capability of teaching in any situation,
that the Word is in every sitmaticn, so we always know what we'’ze abcut, The problem is
fn fitting that situaticn, Take a mountain climber, "hen a mountain climbex climbs a !
granite mountain, he uzes diffexent matezials from what he uses to climk a sandstone
mountzin, If ie uscs tnat haxd pick that just wxkrch, into a granite rock on sandstone,
he’s just coing te rip that mountain apart end fall down, and he wan't go anywhere—-
or at least nct up. So We heve to be sensitive tc that when we move on the youth
culture,

In our time I think we hsve intellectually pretiy well gotten around acceptance i
of the youth culture, acceptance of diffenent cultures; but we still terd.to emgiionally
reject thzt in ways, I see people looking at me hexe and everywheze, and they're going
== == -¥Un huby oo, "My is it you lcok lire a monrey? 'Why is it that you intentions
ally add confusion’to cinaos? Intellectually we‘ve gone through Civil Rights and other
things that have helped us to understand that man is man, but why i3° it tiat you want
to put yourself in a situation that ycu know that emoticnally we have tzouble dealing
with? Why is it thet you want to b2 a2 nigger?” I think that we all have this emotional
rejection in us. We nave to be very sensitive to that winen we ccnsider the ycuth
cuzlture both personally and corporately as a bedy.

In this cenge wnat I have to say is just a cuntextual expression, Intellectually
I'm suxe I'm wzong zs hell, and p:obsbly just texzible., But thc mere fact that I'm
saying it sets the conzex:t, and in %hat one sense I can’t be wrong in anything I say,
What I want to do is talx for 2bout thirty minutzs, and then for ten minutes anyone
can ask Questicns that th: spirit moves tiem to. I want to Sziefly outline the past,
preseat and future of the vyouth movement today, and then I'1Y go to an accountability
chart of whet I ¢id in tiz week I spent iIn HMadison, Wisconsin. I'll talk a little bit
about tiat in a few minutes.

In the past in the ysuth culture,Ithe youth movement, therve wexe mainly students,
That’s net surpxising hesause it°s cfien studentis that a=2 irvolved in the movement,
because studenihzod b dafiniticn iz a spirit strucgle, You're confronted by tiings
all the time :hat Contirwmyliy c-31 youz puofsccim into questien., So you're naturally
going to neact o the: znd call that questicrn into GuesZicn, It was the students that
got the veuth culiurz gaing -~ %ie youtir mgvemant going. Aﬁﬂ, it was rainly was in
urban areas, Those an2zs incveasesd the consciousness by being an uzban area. The time
I'd talk sbsut tihat was about 1993, 1764, nct too Zong ago. exaztly what it was
night be a little hazder to come at. "ne wgay I think of it ig that 1t was an individugl
spirit awarxening of giuldents, and it was a recconition of this awawening in their :
fellow students., They realized thzt they werei't willing to fit into the pattern that
had bzen laid out fexr them. and they vealizsd ithat othex peopele weven't willing to fit
into the pattezn that had been ladd out fox them., This reccgniticn brought about :
a comnunityiszing. =-] rccognition bonded them in commonality., The first expression |
of tha: was the arrival on the scene of Haight Ashibuiy, an attempt at a whole new .
different lifz style, Ciffeqnt expression of what it means to bz alive, to be a human
being, The symbol that I would hold up of that past o¥her +fian the manifestation of
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Haight Ashbury would be the Berkeley Free Speecih ilovement. It was commonly interpreted
that our situation could be bettered througn dealing with political structures, or
witih the economic structures of our country at that time. BSenind that was an interpretatim
of tie aesthetic realm of life as faith. They took tieir sensitivity or insights into tie:
troubles of society as an aestiietic expression, and tiey adopted this as their faith or
their stance towards life, That itas been seriously called into question, whica leads us

up to the present,

!

Who is it in the present? 1It's still students, but it's also ex-studertts. There's
a growingness that is spreading outside the studeat in tie movement of the youtii culture,
It comes from those tinat are ex~students in the sense of the droponuts, and those that are
ex in the sense that they never became students in the traditional sense of the term. '
"here is it now? It's still concentrated in urban areas, but it's global, It's in Toxyo,
it's in London, it's ia San Francisco, it's in Paris, it's in lew York, it's in Amsterdam,
it's in 'loscow, it's in Pexing: it's global. It's still urban to a large extent,
There's a growing despair in tiile spirit development ofymth today that they can't live
from the aesthetics that they oince thougit was the answer-—taat tiley once werxe sure was the
stance tihat would deal .-with mystery for tiem., This has been called into question with
studeats and young people very iieavily, and it sinks them into a great despair about their
being, ne way to look at it is that parents of youtin culture followed the economic '
rabbit, Taat rabbit went Lop, hop, iop, hop, hop up at nine, hop down at five, and tiey
hopped it out into the subuxbs, vollowing that trail. But when they stopped in the suburbs
Where tiey wanted to go, the rabbit began to defecate and smell a lot, and they began to
wondexr if the economic rabbit was so pretty., Youth didn't have to worry about tiat because
they had never known anything else. Tiiey wexe born right into that situation, and it

was just obvious that this smells., "I'm getting out!" So they did.

As the Berrxeley Free Speech Movement symbolizes, tiley got out originally through
the political realm of life. They said to themselves, "On the other side of these
bad political structures that we find in our country, there's going to be a beautiful
world, It's the fascist regime, it's the system that's messing us up, If we just deal
witi that, everything is going to be fine," But it became more and more obvious that
that was not true. You don't i1ave very many political activists, outside of heavy, heavy
intellectuals,who over—intellectualize, who stay in the youth structures of revolution, of
change., They just have proved to be insufficient as an answer. The bulk of the youth
iave now moved away from that political bunny into tie culture bunny. That's the one
that we're in now., Tie sesthetic, sensuous realn of life is still very much in the minds
- of youthi today. They followed this bunny way out into the woods, " They were exactly
sure this was the thing to do, taat they would catch this bunny, and that everything was
going to be real nice. But they're getting out in the woods now, and they see that they'pe
never going to catci tiiat bunny, But, hell, they don‘t imow waht to do. If they stop,~
well they already know that politics and economics isn't the answer, So what is? It's
culture that's got to be it, "aat is the answer?

So heavy despair sets in on youti, because ite can't stop yet he doesn't want to
keep going. e knows it's futile, but what's the alternative? So there's despair in youth--
any type of youtn, I don't care exactly waere he'd fit in~-right, left or anything like
that--tiiere's despair in those people, in us. Culture is a question that's hard to deal
with because it appears on the surface that it is rigiht, But tie youti have got to push
at that culture just that question that it'sforning of the culture,

In theiradoption of culture I'1l1 read a little quote from the propiet of the youth,
Abbie Jdoffman, Abbije loffnan is not some kind of caazy nut uho's off trying to express
his censures, .ie's a very serious, mature man taking a very serious stance toward the .
problems of our time, This is a quote from him., It says, "The culture is the style. i
Tie culture is the definition, It forms the politics. ™Yhen I appear in the Chicago ‘
courtroom, I want to be tried not because I support the National Liberation Front,
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which I do, but because I nave long hair., [ot because I support the Black Liberation
ifovenent, but because I smoke dope, DNot because I'm against the capitalist system,
but because I think property eats shit."

ow Abbie is sure that culture is going to explain away tie problems ne's found, anc
he wrote a book called "podstock lation. If I had to hold up a symbol of present youth
activity, it would have to be these pop festivals tiiat are going on, high energy
expressions of youtir's beinag. I'm a prime example of that, I went all the way from
San Francisco, California, to "oodstock, New York, to sit in the mud, the smell, the
cold, and the rain! I don't imow why I went! But it was a strange expreience, All
across the couintry you'd see brothers and sisters going to Woodstock, and you knew
Where they were going, You didn't even ask., In a place like South Darota you’d walk
up to someone you'd never even seen before and~-"iiow muca farther is it?" Something
wWas just magnetizing the youtin. And we all got there, and we began to wonder why it
Was that we were tiiere, I left after a day and a half--hitchhiked right back to
California to go to anothier one. Found out when I got to California tiiat it had been
cancelled, thank goodness.

But waat Abbje says about "oodstock is this: ""hat we found Was hope, hope that
the love, tie drugs, the sex of "oodstock, of the new nation of the young and of the
young's music, could breay tie shackles of the establishment, Hope that the coming
togetiler and tie struggle that was involved to do so would signal other struggles
togethex for change, and that the Culture--¢apital C-y-1~t-u-r-e--could become stronger
than its keepers, break out of the plastic uptown 2za za pink tentacles of the Rock
empire and all the debris." That's what Abbie found,

After going.back to Madison, I would question that, There's always been hope, ,
maybe in all youth-~part of being young--but an even stronger hope in the youth of tie
sixties, an irrational hope that cuts back against everytaing, that somehow, some way
things are going to work at.But people can't live on that ilope any more, Time] time
is calling that hope into question, You don't maye any progress, and you say~-~ --your
hope is just questioned. ~ L

In our group we question tiis hope now, And the youth are questioning thi§~nope.: )
Recognizing as they did in tue past that they had a commonality in spirit awakening - -i. -
of being a human being, they're recognizing now this questioning, This was a commonality
in the past that drew them together, MNow it‘s driving them apart. There!s a withdrawing
of "togetherness," an exit into the country, There's just a thousand 'ways you withdraw—-
physically, mentally-~just a thousand different ways to withdraw from the issues that
are pounding them on the head, because tiiey haven't been able to answer them, In
psychological texms~~I don't want this to be misleading; if a person read this in

Life magazine he Would say, "There it is. “hy there's tiie youtn culture all rignt," :
But we can't look at it like Life magazine would Iook at it. "e just have to use tiie
definition. I would call the youtir today ueavily paranoic and schizophrenic. That is,
they have delusions of persecution and grandeur, These delusions are based on fact, b
There's no question that the youth are persecuted in one sense, and there's a very '
heavy paranoia among the youth of anybody over 39, in the sense that that makes them, from
the mindset of the youth, the economic and the political that tiey have already :
discarded. And students today don’t"grow up'in one place, They don‘t “"grow up" in
Colorado, They don't “"grow up' in Gevnany., They grow up all over tie world, This
kind of makes you schizophrenic., You can move in any kind cf situation without under- _
going some of the problems that people before you did,

What - I want to talk about now is the appreciation the youth today have of
drama, ™The whole world is a stage" is not a saying: it's a fact to the youth., They
are trying to find being existence, and they haveto express this through drama.,
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They can’t express it in any otuer way., [Music festivals are drama, There'saperversion
to that drama, and that's sensationalism, back on the sensucus or the aesthetic bunny
rabbit, But there's a g% also in that drama. That gift is creativity, It's imposed
by the culture-—an embedding in the culture that allows them to be creative in a way that
people tied down in other ways axe incapable of. This comes out in Just a wihole new
different life style. new art fowms that are imaginai, creative. explesive, that impact
people. lbre than just a hit, in fact, they gzab people. You~-""hat?" You look at

it a second time. And that’s a gift. Byt it's also a perversion.

In tiue future I'd still talk about students. I°g 8l50 “21x about children, or
tiiose undex 19, 15— don't know wiral it is any more. Where will I talk about it?
I'm going to talx about it in the future as being all over. I'm going tc talk about it
as impacting the rural aveas in a heavy way-—that the urban <:eas will already have
been impacted. I'm talving about a pexson Wio gzows up in Hoetown, Kansas, who's going
to be a lot more radicai. a Iot more urbanized tha: he hac bzen in the past. When?
I'd just talk about the future in terns of the next year. because something’s going to
give in one sense ox another, and tle youth’s going to be a new type of person there.
To talk about the fuiure is a Very hard thing to do. Bu: I would tzlk about the future
of the next year as a continual withdrawing, because youth are puzsued by their spirit
in an unanswerable question taat they haven't been zble to answer, They’re just going
to withdraw into the country into their own thing, which manifests itself as~~-meditation
~~that's a very big thing today, There's nealth foods, natural, body--just a thousand
ways to withdraw from the situati~n you find yourself ia by concentrating your energy
and your efforis onio one specific avea. I predict this, In fact it's happened.
There may be an increase in irzational acts in existence actoxdingly, because they
have gone through the eeonomic realm, they've gone through the p-Itical realm, they're
going through cyltnsssofin™>: of tae cultural realm, and they II continue along these
lines without finding =n answer, They're going to appear to be very irrational, There's
going to be a polarization of people and ide=s, and a decay of the youth society, of
the worid society, in cne respect, Youth are now polarizing, They ‘re making tie
smae mistakes they used tc point t¢ their elders and accuse them of. Intellectually
they undexstend tha® they‘re part of the world and reess, stand present to all
mankind, but emotionally they're just withdrawing from any cssociation witd Shings their
intellect tells them are evil, or that are destroying then.,

As a symboi-~I Gon’t know what to hold up as a sym“ol of the future, aybe Just.
the children of thi~ O=lexr, tie age that they arc, as a sign tha® the ccintext, because °
of the rapidity 4--% «in'on In, 1is jrst cianging so fact, New aumen beings are being
developed in the scrge that the contex? that I was expesea to and the people in froat
of me is happening mucn sooner to thex. People =ve coming ic¢ colluge already going
througin things that they vesed to go tirxough in coilege, ¢ that I went through—
considering things in high schoo) thet I nevez seriously considared until I was in
college. This is happening with *he Orde:x children at an even faster rate, You are i
setting the context of a 22 year oXd in a 10 yeax old. and what that couid Co== «w!

'22's a ot of thought beaind it,
ctual misiakes, "hzt the chart is
t's no: .thempeople Iceking at themselves,
h

I want <o pz=s~ cut the chart that I made and say 2 few yg~ls5 shout it, e data

that's cn thy ~taws - oo €1 Lptzerate st Seimal
so it’s cenfusing, It’c full of g jot of intelle

is my loo¥xing =t beeple Zcoking a2t themselves. I

but it‘s my looxing o them, If you asked them what their cperational image was, or
sometiiing Iiwe thai, ther’d pzcbably give you a different snsweyr, But would give

you this answez. This cihazt in ome Way is wozthless if you txzy to tare it intellectually
or try to see if therc’s a direct =elation between what s in the box and what the
Question is, Bui - 2 contextual statement I think that i3 has some valve for us.
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I don't have time to go tiirough the chart to any great extent, I'll Just explain
it a bit. The Hovemental Left is not really tie iovemental Left., The Mon-Movemental
Left is the important category. Tae ilovemental Left are those that work in the structures
sucn as SDS or something like tiat, but tiey're no longer relating, It's as much
coincidence as intentionality if tuey relate to tie Non-ilovemental Left now, The
Traditional, Athletic, and Indepeadent are also trenendously affected by the Non~
ilovemental Left, That is the center, or that is tie novement of the youth culture
today, and it is affecting tie whole world, whether you're young or not, I'll just
take a sanple here. This guy I&n under movemental Left—he tainks of himself as a
revolutionary, so he works with SDS. About"three or.four waeks ago SDS had a three day
action in iladison., What they did was to male a few talks; and they marched around
up to the capitol, and maybe they broke a window, and then they went home, But their
big move was wien they went into the Administration Building and busted up a lot of
Property, and someone told me that they destroyed piioto ID's, but I question that--
whether they had duplicates. Tiaat’s the kind of area they're moving in, The SDS is
not making it anymore. [obody really pays much attention to them anymore. Aaybody
wio's been in SDS more than five years is a heavy intellectual, a heavy iarxist more
than likely. That's the only way tiat ne can sustain himself on that political thrust,

In the Mon—Mvemental Left I'I1 talk about this guy called Rob, who is a very
sensitive, intelligent person, but who is being just hit over the head by the fact that
aesthetics are not enabling him to live his life. ue is a poet of some sorts, and I
want to read a poem tiiat ie wrote. e Wrote several of tiem. I don't want to read the
poem for its intellectual content or its clarity, but just as a stylistic expression of
youth, There are not many youth that would disagree in one sense with this poem,

Grrr Ruffulstuff

I am an island in this

Classroom livingroom

“xperiencing Yeat's one time desire

To be colder and dumber than a fish,
People arguing that is obvious
Proceeding point to point

Logically

Following the subject

Of course we’re against the war in Vietnam
Jdixon doesn't care about us

YInen we domonstrate

Yy weaken tihe military

Teaciier?

Do you think?

I think that there are rational reasons
But the people, "hat about the people?
"nat about freedom?

Don't you think that there is

Reaction to disseat?

In one sense there are pockets of power,

And tiere is it. Unable to talk.
For if I counter

Taen I must counter

fvery. logical statement

Svery vord.

And wiat is pedagogy, then, but
A series of couatering?
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That was his stylistic expression, It's a cynical poem, but it's a poem dealing

with the mystery of nis life, and ne's inc
him and the mystery, muwci as a Stoic will h
mystery,

The guy on the far right, an Indepen
Athletic category is now not really associ
not anything in the concrete sense., de's
incorporate a new faith to his lucidity,
how to incorporate a new faitii to live in
of the time, the Rolling Stones, say, "in
there's a place for you in between the she
live with me?" There's no question to me

orporated tiie cynicism to nold between
old his stoicism between him and tne

dent who's been in the Traditional and

ated with anything but him and nig girlfriend,
had a very difficult time deciding how to

ie sees that aestietics isn't the answer but=-
between tiie arrows, or as some of the prophets
between the sheets,"” They say, "Come on, Baby,
ets, Come on now, Baby, don't you want to
that that's what they mean, in between there ;

This guy Dave is incorporating an age~long problem in man, and not just the youth
culture. There's always been a problen of categorizing your life as doing good versus

feeling good, The high priest of LED, Tinm
He's very serious when he says that,

I don't have time to talk tirough th
in the individual situation of these peopl
of youts today all across this countxy and

I'11 close by talking about a relat
musical :ajx. The mustcal dair to me is n
the living theater is, It's more a commen

othy Leary, says you do good if you feel good,

is chart as much as I'd live, It's grounded
e, but I believe it°to be representational
in much of the world,

ionship to the youth culture in temns of the
ot a revolutionary theater in the way taat
tary on the social values and the social

structures. The one redeeming or saving factor that I would hold up is the song "Let

the sun shine in,"” The way that comes to
today are somewhere between vaguely subcon

me is, "Admit tie "ord." Students and youth
scious and vaguely conscious of the "ord.

That is, they jmow the “Word--not in tine traditional word of the "ord, but they know

the Word; but tiey don't know how to admit
If it's not aesthetics, then===— —-,
the youth, and the position I see us in is

the "ord into tiheir life or their lifestyle,
That's the cry that I hear continually from
to be enablers for them to admit the Word,



