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certain basic resources or life itself stops. It must have a way of organizing 
the work of the labor force, or It Is reduced to the energy each man can 
produce in a day. It must have a way of distributing its produce, or it is 
left in anarchy, each economic unit fighting to secure its own well-being. 
To have a society means to have the resources, production and distribution 
as the bedrock of that society, kept firmly and effectively operating. On 
this foundation, then, the political processes can order the decisions of the 
society, and the cultural processes have ground for their meanings. 

11. Karl Marx and Adam Smith were the voices behind the great 
economic revolution. They saw the foundational nature of economics and 
articulated two diverse perspectives that express the dominant economic 
ideals of our times. However, both men operated out of an historical 
determinism which must be rejected today. Men are free to decide their 
economic lives, and to decide what meanings they will give the social 
process. Therefore it is not inevitable as some have stated that a new age of 
economic equity will emerge if we join together in a collective body. 
Neither is it certain that each man pursuing his own best interests will 
bring the well-being of the society into existence. As the foundation of the 
society, the economic process cannot be allowed to determine meaning. 
Instead, it must serve the needs of society. 

12. The political is the communal pole of the social process. It is the 
means whereby society orders its existence. Society has no way to hold 
itself in being without the political. It must have some cohesion and order, 
or there is no society. It must have processes by which decisions are made 
or it suffers from paralysis and dissolves into chaos. It must guarantee the 
fundamental rights needed for people to live humanly or it places its 
people in a state of uncertainty, bondage and disrelationship to each other. 
To have a society is to have order, justice and welfare, or the means for 
controlling the power in the society. From this ordering process, the goods 
of the society are allocated and maintained, and the values of the society 
are protected, so they can give direction. 

13. The democratic ideal was born to return the political process to 
the people of society. Centuries of social development had overlaid the 
self-determination of the masses of the people with an hierarchical 
superstructure which excluded their voices and obscured their needs. With 
the rise to power of the economic processes, democracy as it was initially 
practiced and conceived became inadequate and finally impotent to handle 
the complexities of the post-modern social fabric. An inclusive polity is 
needed that will encompass both local and global decision making. The 
political process needs to combine the ancient wisdom found in the 
principles of democracy, oligarchy and monarchy. As the communal 
aspect of the social process, the political process must be ordered out of 
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3. Society always operates on a consensed ideological base, 
whiich informs it of its own reason for existence. The emerging 
agreement among all people across the globe is that "A l l the earth 
belongs to all the people." 

4. Contradictions in each social process arena are preventing the 
structural manifestations of this emerging consensus. The chief 
source of these is the collapse of systems of significance in the 
face of the changed human context of the twentieth century. 

5. An inclusive set of specific social proposals have been designed 
to deal with these contradictions. Paramount among them is the 
creation of a secularly articulated theology and a re-empowered 
secular religious style. 

Now what is required is designing the implementing schemes and 
determining the motivating methods. That task cannot be accomplished, 
unless a group of disciplined people decide, on behalf of all men of the 
earth, to invent out of their life experience the means by which every man 
may engage his whole life in building the new earth. 

58. Human society stands at the edge of fundamental change. Present 
TODAY IS forms of society no longer provide adequate human sustenance for every 
A TIME man. Furthermore, these forms do not enable most men to participate 
OF CHANGE ^""V deciding their own destiny. This is primarily because no inclusive 

consensus on what humanness is has been articulated and ratified. The 
global culture is fragmented into cultural enclaves which have widely 
diverse perspectives. Thus they wage war on others who have alien thought 
patterns and styles of life. Yet from these social givens new expressions of 
sociality are emerging. Men are more conscious that symbolism is basic to 
life. They know they are educated by their total environment. Youth and 
women have broken through to unprecedented social roles. Decisions are 
brought about by the general populace to end wars, to radicalize 
education, and to curb the power of economic values in making vocational 
choices. Advocates of peace, liberation, reform, relevant education, and 
practical global unity have gained prominence. The trend toward a new 
society has been named the global village, the great society, or the brave 
new world. However, it has not been actualized in all social contexts 
because the total myth has not permeated the consciousness of the world 
population and hence its existing social structures. This contradiction 
remains unresolved. Nevertheless, the signs of a new world are present in 
the works of intentional artists, in experimentation into early and 
continuing education, in mature youth and post-liberated women, in 
populist political movements and in socially responsible economic 
enterprises. The change has intensified. The forces are gathering. 
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59. To be man Is to be social. No man has ever been a human being 
outside the pale of the human community. Since the creation of homo 
sapiens, man's space has been sustained and ordered out of the meanings 
men have bestowed upon the important happenings of their lives. They 
created the village, the city, and the nation state. Today these have been 
transcended by another innovation-a world of regional cities. Men have 
become bound together by webs of communication, business, alliances, 
common dreams, human knowledge, and a post-modern style. 

60. The future promises more radical creations and a richer existence 
that includes all people. Across the globe man has known that he is time. 
The measurement of time by the orbits of the solar system has for millenia 
marked the eventfulness of man's history. His celebrations and rites have 
encompassed all ages. The elders and the youth have been united in a 
common journey by the great climactic moments that have opened the 
depths of life and energized man's future. Today the sense of the "now" 
has come again. Post-modern techniques have permitted instant 
re-enactment of the human journey which provides man with the courage 
to be in the future. 

RECOVERY 
OF THE 
SPIRIT 

61. In his total experience, man has known that he is tension. The ebb 
and flow of his life is essential to its vitality. His life thrusts into new 
futures and it creates from the dust. Death and life are equally held as 
parts of life. The roles of men and women are today transformed, allowing 
them to be co-creators of history. The future rests in the hands of this 
polarity. Man has always known that he is transparency. Living is 
something more than instinctual existence. The life of man is mystery, 
freedom, responsibility, and peace. His spirit power comes from the 
creativity born of his capacity to stand at a distance from his mundanity. 
Today he is recovering this transparency of life and the conviction that he 
creates the world and rules over it out of the full resources of his own 
spirit. Humanness is the historical existence of man. Sociality Is the 
invention of man. 

LUCIDITY 
ABOUT 
RELIGION 

62. Human society has always ridden on the back of its religion. Since 
society is invented by man, the symbols, rites, and myths of his religious 
life hold the consciousness of man in being. Religion is man's conscious 
way of grasping the basic being of all things. It is the way he knows his 
creaturehood. Sociality is no mere toy that man fiddles with for a time 
before he dies. Sociality is the expression of existence as It is 
fundamentally. Utopian dreams that come and go according to the whims 
of rebellious men finally have no power to care for the oppressed and the 
tyrants. The vision that all men yearn for and die for is an enduring 
glimpse into reality itself. As ages come and go, men are able to see things 
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as they are and to articulate their lucidity for their own times. 

THE NEW 
HUMAN 
CONSCIOUSNESS 

THE NEW 
HUMAN 
SOCIALITY 

63. Man today is a new human consciousness. We see that all men are 
contributing to and benefiting from the new expression of sociality. This 
vision of what is, is simultaneously what ought to be. Therefore the vision 
of the future is at the same time a paradigm of the way life in fact is. The 
participation of every man in the givenness of life itself is a fact, and this 
fact must be actualized in day-by-day forms that we create, alter, destroy, 
and recreate. Once we became clear that the passing of civilization had 
raised ultimate questions about life itself, the first decision was to embrace 
ambiguity, absurdity, and meaningless death. Those who embraced this as 
life itself now stand on the threshold of seeing the essential facets of 
reality. 

64. This vision has disclosed the sociality of man. Society is man's 
essence. Yet men lose sight of who they are. Man as self is a given set of 
relations to other men, to himself, and to the mystery of his existence. But 
he is also the myriad ways he relates to this givenness. He tyrannizes life. 
He becomes impotent before the tyranny of others and their values. He 
collapses in the face of the tyranny and weakness. But these relations 
themselves awaken a new consciousness. When acted upon, this awakening 
creates a new expression of sociality. In this new era, the intentional 
participation of men in this process is the religion which undergirds all 
language and art, all wisdom, all style, all political, and economic 
commonality. 

THE NEW 
HUMAN 
VISION 

65. THEREFORE: 
Whenever a symbolic assembly enacts rituals and tells myths 

that preclude any of the gifts of world culture, a SOCIAL 
MYTHOLOGY will call for local man to contribute his historical 
wisdom to recreate the primal archetypes of the world. 

Whenever an educational institution reduces wisdom to 
knowledge about life as it was yesterday, a RADICAL 
EDUCATION will be reoriented toward awakening the awareness 
of human depths. 

Whenever a community presents an individualistic style that 
responds to immediate gratification, a PRIMAL COMMUNITY 
will decide anew the equitable requirements upon the society. 

Whenever a political body excludes the opposing voice of 
minority peoples, a RESPONSIVE POLITY will be reordered to 
respond to the needs of the society. 

Whenever an industrial power takes the goods of the world 
unto itself, a CONTROLLED ECONOMY will be called upon to 
serve the whole society and to obey the decisions of local man. 
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