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ﬁy'Sisters and Brothers in Christ: )
/

Gn the way, Grace and Peace be unto you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.
Most of you, I am sure, are aware that the dynamic within the estab!ished church that I rep-
resent is comprised of the hardened, old revolutionaries within the structures ot the church
wiich are a part of that larger and varied body known as the renewal force of the 20th century.
I 1ike te lookupon such gatherings as this one and they are about the only thing I'm inter-
ested in any more because they represent the local parish. 1 like to 1ook upon these gather-
ings as the moment in wnich the movemental dimension of the historic church reports to the
established dynamic of the historicd! church and such occasions to deliver accountability
are not aiways easy to find, So I want to take advantage of this gathering and report up

on the 55 years that now the renewal of the church in so many different ways has been going
on in our century. And I want to try to put 1 out what I think has been the heart of the
articioke, relative vo these past 55 years. Thin § would like to put on the mantle of the
propnet and say what 1 think is going to happen in the next 50 years, from the vantage point
o¥ the movemental dynamic of the church.

On Juiy 1st, cur particular thrust has been in being for 2C years. That's a long time, The
highway of the 1ast 5G yeers ic littered wizh the debris of this littie outfit and that
1ittle outfit who had their own little thing happening outside the church that they wanted
to do, not that God has not gieaned a harvest from these, who finally thought they could
renew che church from outside the church, Cutside a Fanatic ioyaity and devséion and love
for the church, sooner or later, they all have fallen by the wayside. Anyway, as I thought
1 terms of our ocwn group in the next 20 years and what it might look 1ike, I was forced to
do, Tor mys&if at least, this Zask of trying to get a held of what has happened up to this

<

moment. And so [ want, very quickly, to do that.

It's pretty obvious, I suppuse, to those in this reom, that the most imporiant thing that
has happened in this moment of church renewal, is the vecovery of the Christ figure. No
sentiment here, no piousty, no religion. In our day, we orasp, afsmsthxs afresh, that the
Christ happening was a human happening. And it was a nappening...not an idea that was
superimposed upon an ex-God, intellectual world. The Christ happening was a happening that
happened t0 peopie and turned their lives upside down. It gave them 2 new posture toward
existence itself.

! don't know whether this is quite as astounding te you as maybe it ought to be, or I believe
1t will be, before another 20 years have passed. The centvality of the Chirist Tigure has
been recovered for our time andthen in the midst of that recovery, & kind of radicalizing
nas taken place ia which the church has discovered that the Christ happening is actually

the disclosure of raw humanness in it:eif. hatever else, the Christ happening is, it is
that happening in which a person becomes an authentic individuzl, in which he bscomes
authentically human.

Now, 1 vepeat again. for most of the people sitting in your pews, at least, it's Going to
teke Z0 years for them to realize that that's happened in our lifetime. When they do
understand that it happened, they are gaing to understand tazht it happened ajong time

before they became aware of 1¢. In the one sense, when you say that, you've said evaerything.

But, et me go on. The next accompiishment in terms of church renewal 1s rather obvicus.
That the churchhas forgad for itself, a brand new operating image. MNamely, that of MISSION.
Now, 1-Just returned from the General Conference of ths church of which 1'm a part, the
Methodist. And T sat there a 1ittle snugly, but reaily. very, very delighted, as ! heard
coming off of that platform fov the princes of the church, the things that they wanted o
hang andquarter the movemental Torces for 20 years ago. I say that with a Vittle smugness,
but, fundamentally, just a deep rejoicing. They were hurling this image of mission
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out across that sea of faces as it were jusi common Javrgon.

you and I need to ba filled with glorvy, I Believe, recollecting the fact that that has
becn forged in your iwﬁet1men The church not grasping, any more, really its function in
the »1v€7171ng precess ;orgzng a brand new image that she was here, not as having a
mission - 10, no, no,.,ﬁhat s the sickness of the church -~ but grasping herself as mission
to the civ111zing process. And, in the widst of this unbelievable happening, a2 radical
dimension alse was exposed and, it seems to me, it was someting iike this: the church
grasping that she mission saw that history is not history without the people of God.

Now. I want %o say that again. Some poople have suggested that in owr day the chureh §s
finished. Bui what the chumrch finally saw is that the church cannot be ¥inished., The
rietoric of "the Gates of Hell shali not prevaii® is not some kind of abstract poetry, but
a way of avticu?atirg Just the way it 1z in history. History is nol history save those
peopie who dare to call into QUPSoTOQ what is and beiid the vision of what <an be. God's
people were there al the very dawn of nistowy and God's peopie shall be thers when history
is ?11 érappea up. And no force and ne authority can aver wrong this reality thet I art-
feulated.

low, maybe you ave not quite 1ike I am, bul when I was as young as some of you, I hunched
my shouiders & bi%, velative to beirg & part of the church. 1 am trying to commnicate
o you that, sven though now I am pas; s;xt}, iy shoulders feel like they zre very square.
! am prouder of being a part of the church of Jesus Christ at this houv in history than

T have sver been hefore. :

Now, a thivd thing that has happenad in these fifly years that you ave will aware of, has

to do with zcumenisa and praise 1uﬂ sord for these brozd designs of ecumsnicity that have

come, such as Vatical II and tha World Council and the coming together of various denom-

inations aad sects. That's 'ﬂpsrtant and 1t 13 3 manifestation of the ecumenism I am speak-

iﬂq of, byt that only Jjust barely fouches the surface, Gbere the real acumenism that is

golng %o change the twtal 1{fe of the church has happendd and is happening is on the grass-
POOLS .

New 1 happen to be s Methodist and you take your cun comrunion and think for a woment. I
a¢ longes cara, like ny ge randfather oy grandmother did, about what it means to be a Meth-
caist. I do nrot say ithat is good or bad,..i say that s just the way it is. More important,

as I work with Jaymen and have oy many ymars, that this 1s even fuvrther true in terms of
thetr own Yifa. There has been a coming tegether on the grassvocts level that iz simply
astounding.

v

I think of aur Yocal wongreyation axper*wcnt in wivich you have Roman Catholics and Lutherans
aad Methodists and de?;gfa gl in one Galaxy, and you tap hardiy tell the difference be-
tween them %n tems of what ghev are oyt to see happen within the church. It makes my

haart scar something not ik & hawk but an eagle.
But we haven‘t gutseu to the vadical diuension the® has happened here, and this is a ittle
harder for me to get said. Ever since Horid War (Y, there nas besn a veturn to maticralism

on
or the nationaiistic spivit in many differeat wawsn He have become nations answ: we
have becomz avzas of the world awaw - tha non-Wess, the thivd World. TYhe woman have besome
women, the black man has become & black man gnd Poresd the white man %y hecome a white man.

Young ones have become young aﬁd Toreed the old ones %o be the eiders.

J o
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What has happened, in terms of this now sense of ecis
atia Eihm. That ?53 we have penetrated thro

that maans, s what 1 zall the new osse
yeiry depth oF humanness $iseif

simanism, dne whgie wide world of what
o~ )
* .

ugh the

1 am azshamed to fell you that it La; ua?y hean in ?u;&ﬂt imes, as oid as I am, that it
becane clear to me athat I was wol first delivared inte this werld into a family.
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I was not first delivered into a nation, ! was not first delivered into a church or
to a sect. I was not first dejivered into whiteness or blackness. I was puiled cut -
you viomen, be gentle with me hare ~ out of the womd of an animal. I belong firsi of atl

to humanity and only secondiy to my family and ft¢ my nation.

fou wonid have thought that a man would have learned that when he was much younger that 1
am, That iliustretied this sense in which it has happened in the church, This sense alt
over again that we arg, first of all {nu sentiment he%e, no piousity here_ discovering
that we are Man. Perdod. And, out of thal, you watch it, 1s going to come the new pgac-
tical, concrete fovyms of the sense of the universaiity of the chupch of fomorrow.

Tne next hing I want to point %o is the dizsciplined community. Church venewal has in-
tigated & frosh awareness that whatever e‘Jc a man of the spirit is, he is a discipiined

numan bn:ng, in our early work, {t stowly bascame clear that 1f any mwan kept on doing

his own Yittle thing, he might as wail got get up in the morning. In this compiex, massive

gﬁebe gione, you coulld do nothing. I cay that to some of my younger coil aigueew " f 0

tnink that a@i by yourse!{ what you ave doing in your iittle, oid pasich importanty éou

might as well slesp.® Only 97 you join hands with this cne and this one and this one and this

Gne;cnand those imvizible onewwhe care in all quarters of this ¢icbe that some way ov

another, only through corporateness do you have the gngg1e>t cuarca of accompi ishing any-

thing within the church of guv day or within the society of our 2ime.

And 1 mean corporaefenass. And where ay own Vinited creativity is shoved into a corporate
thrast cather than into someihing that can setigfy my own ego or get Tor me certain kinds

of smatley or larger recognitions. Churvh renewal means the discovery; once again, that
whatever 2i30 the rest of soctety way be, the church is zorporate. Noi corpovate eut of any
pious sense, bub corporate out of neceszity, relative to the wission. As long, I suppose,
as tha chuvrch veally hes & wissiun, LHEXNRELY exucept the mission of preserving nerself in
being. vﬁrpafatere": was not essent Ea' and even the wamory of it Faded away. [ have been
igoking al the Roman brothers bere, bt you Prostestanis, you have been so undisclipined
for so jong, you forgei that at She very beginning of your commmnicns, there was discipline,
herause there was a Job te be dope in the world,

Mow, this need for covporabsness has brgught a naw awareness into the chusrch. You wondey
how we Torget these ithings. The man of #iaith §5 a man who is discipiined and Yives out of
nis own §ntesior resources. One of the greatsst fragedies of the whole piagur of so-called
pastoral counseding within cur chureh ds that, and Ged bless 1t it has to be, it teaches
peopiz t0 have to lean on someuody @lse in ceeder Lo waddie tf the grave. But io do the
task of the church there has to be-~1 Vike the figdve which I got 0?30 nally from the i t
chapter of Jeremiah <« 189N MEN - who subwmit to w0 external dis r1pixne, but have interwal
discipiine and thevefore can submit to any éﬁgc?piina necessary to get s task done.

Whan I think i this area I think of fvg hb;snap afgan in Taiwan, one of our sponsoes in
tha Cathelis church there, who cailed me into his offics one time and he seid, "You know
the biggest probiem I have haeve?”, {and this i3 someihing for an A?chbi shop tv cay)"is that
the reiigious and the c%e?gy are wove and mere thivcking that theiv retigious discipline is
not importani.” Now whether he be wight or wrong, 1 surt of smiled fnside because the
radical dimension of the resovery of cowporateness and discipline is the recovery of the
holy 1ife. Iis been a2 long Uima in Prg t&Siun* c *t‘ a5, singe we knew thers was sueh &
thing as the holy iife, tet alone engages in religious exercises as disciplined paople.

¢
)

The refreshing thing Tor me thers iz that the exeysises ave nod fv; the saka of the wonk
deveioping pious character. but or the sake of fthe discipline that enabies the corporale~
ness. That enables the iask of the chureh which s to buitd a mnvee new vehiete for
society.
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Fhe last thing, and ahuren rengwsl dldn % =L41 out with thie
1last thing., 15 the racovery of what I c¢all dhe "other warlid."”

Ag a matter of fack, I ehink thet any group whe would moeve hgad ow
to recover whe uniriﬂual u*vansian of 1ife as une rc&l dimenslion
f ex1swech, would nvvﬁr find thet realm The renesa moeament
v day swumbies nvon the other worlid, T not udlilﬁﬁ herea

abc 1t ghat’s just happening within the formsl shurch, ii's

happ yaping in our aorldg mhe genewal of the cpurch 18 tha cata-
lytle forcs n$ this when tbhey re hehuldx“g the stoer ucyld that
is slways in the wids? ofF ihle one. But is other tnan it

s
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Somehimes T smile. as 1 heunid what T ‘m trylepg o describe, ¥
fhink of thalt movie when 1 was & DOFace me”§¥3£ Horido..was Lhaﬁ
the pame of 1%F...there ln the AGREOU. -« HAETE e ALnosaunrs Ul
and so tn, wWell thls LisuovarV~~and you 1l not be able Le Tea 4 a
vook of @ dscent article anymore-+you wahen PTOL NCR on-=that you
wor't see it indlcated.

a) 3!

yaeas Lo me naa? Ty other world, in ihe aidst of this cns, has veEn Lost and
3

3
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g and Listen wells The o callad ¥Prosestant po el gle
was necassary; and was timportant, and in Vabicanll they tonlk it into them-
levaﬁw Phat, ia :is52if. nade us awars what we Losh what PLL sop malled “ibe
gatnolic subsisnes.” and ool

:
it's been Lost for 500 ye;zb, at teast b0 thoos
v's Lost for you tOOo
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s wao a*w }’“LPS&JN“

cat Lhig other wprid. I say 1f we knpew eﬂnmvh about 1% w0 aven Lo begin o
piot a Bit of 1t7s vopogravhy. 1711 nat bore woL %\uu the cetalls, bAT
14 %g the nystely +hat never goes awais : of mhicn 18 awe 1tE alf,
and Wit Lery rible ave G, snd Tescinahlin ; 1a same time, ont ol
which and ozly OuL of which comes tha da aness itself. Cone
soiousness of ccasclousness is horn and j ip the sncounter wilbh
the Bysiery« ul gubjective side cf which ls awe. Waleh itgeifl comes Lo you
cs ohiective &g LI NowW aus ever exists ip you dut yow oxist in aws. ThIS
other iand, the land of Lhe m;qber" ahieh only exists in ube mldst of the
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h
gvery-daynzsses of 1ife is be d anevWe

it's alsa the reala of frsedom., [ lixe to say ihat thls ﬁowe'
af understanding whai I have to keen my owWn o0nsd Mence. I ¢
thiang for my wiie to uwnderstand that I kKesp my owa GOU Ll%l 3 <

feep my 1t for me..n0t ay wife. not ny famlly. 00 0J ﬁdu¢0h$ nG 6y “uq"c .
but I #lone muxl keeP wy Owo nonselence. Fhis is the cther realm, the ra?im of
Gnd 1 the midst of hAiS realm. Iu‘s-tbe uﬂ&e?1vﬂbdang tnat you e BaSpo cnsinls
not to the world. I am not respousible Lo wy wifte, Timmily, 1 =am not TIE RON-
35blm to my nation. finelly, 1 am 0ol responsible Lo oy ohildren, finall,. ¥o
my churchy tlﬂM.Ly, T aw res onslble o the pyshery. 1L amB I'es. nalhle to

God. And when I gel %o neaven (i€ you'll 1[]0 me bhat mytucl ogy) they Te
not going to agy me apout wheresy or not mF alfe approved of we, oF JOu
spporved of ME «

f\i;'l:m

e you understand that this woerld Das hzel 1ceh, but now it's belng found?
and then the Tiip of thab iy tiae chner worlid, the man who 18 reanaab3p1o QL LY
Lo God, dlseovers then hat he's TasPORE] vor the world. Anc that'as

for the whols wlde aorid. The man who 1L1¥ 1n tae rsaim of the spitltone
and this 1s an 1pd«¢ﬂ»1v,..vthe'e 8 10 i“peraﬁive in what T:m talking

f (1 J.i Vi

atoub. . i0niVATIVE. > LHe heoomesd rassd 3ibls foxr ALY
Taruoa and *udl¢, Be ig Taspons: ;
simply to hls ehiildren. (IF Uou
gars, this is the 1nd ij.ca ui!uc}
Jugh about to grasg onee a8
wihicn I sesk for your govreval and

g 10~guﬂ~§bie
e Plc g youwr
i
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This kind of we*'onblb';ity for the world has to do with all of history. The
man ln the other wWorld knows Hthat be's 2ll Skat has ever been, and He's Yoo
speiasibie for all fhat g ever happered. He takes upon blunsief the tragedy
and suffering of ail of history. He kancws that he is responsivle for the
Tuiure., 1lan the other worid, you can vy to say "I can'€ do anything,

cause I am ¢anly one," bub 20 rolss ceomes out. That's what you say woen you

a g
live in this worid. 1In the toher world you're ssaponsible as 1f you wers
thne only oue.

Lastliy. Ln this ciher world thaf we've stuabled cuavo, gow've discove red thers
aren’t any probleh»n T den’ s know how you are golag to get sals for all tk&%
words Llks "the peve bhal passes bhe cajaclty of maa to comprenend” wulch is
ot the peace ¢f this worid thet you 2ud I give cur rigat arw fovr. 0T the
Joy whlch 1s }»wer;;hy sngpeakable and full of glory,; bow do you get that
Baid? Well we we dlccovered in this other world that you haven’t guat any
probleas.

Hot too lo.n ago I said to a group of people thait § carn’t remember whzsu the
last time 1 had a persoral problem. ¥ou should have sgen Thai womsn 207058
from we come unglued. BRBut youw see that's the truth. Froblems have ta do wlih
final sttachment to wives, familles, and LhiLQT ehy &0 aatlons and Churehs
and heoer and success. 4And in the other world your aviachiment is TAndlily e
God .

There are no probleas, you've godt a vontradiciion, ant the contraaictlon is

satau.  Whoever inveonled thad wae 2 geplus. But Sstan is drawing ail toe
camplexities inte himzell. He guards the other reain 1o kesp yow from golag
inowhere,s I comes down Lo the irsue of you authority. I wounder 1f you grasp
that. Paul szld in %the slxtn chapter of Zud Czriathiaas “my sure delensa
ny only weapon is a Jife of iIntegrity." I could see the tall of datan yies
&% a slatement as thatl. Yo mote problems.

Now 1’11 do the future yuwickly. That’'s the past: Oh 30y. 1 wanl %o do ths
future in tyo ways, Very gquickly., I Just name thew off. Tioe nsxt Ef years
rela dve to the taramouirt pull An the ssiabllishment ltself--wnich L2 Jusi
lige ons

v 211, ihers 1s golng to be and thers aiready is 8
she establlished dynam 11c and the movemendal Ayvnanlo. The L Ghat We als
here is Lndicani'm that LML» 088 already huppensd. 40d g huwalliation
v dh, of c.czv;rse.j veeause of motuner church married the ahi,d she aian 31
Ycou kzcw gulte finmally, 4And Ghen the movementai force 1s emnbarrs

weat happans in the merriage 18 not hiuwsell. o you understand thesnt
dreamns of the mavwmennal churen, the new crnurch can’t be. Rub Lhe aow
Wili never bhe the dreams of the revolutionarier. The new cawrch

cally cuf of the warriage of ithe wovemsntal church and the ests
Tae form will cowe thers. You watch for that place 1f you want
view ¢f the new socleclogical ferms of Lhe church.

AL Ra

church‘

nYe.
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Secondly, thers will be a geactualization of practical univarsality in t

I dont kpew gulte how %o spell that oulb, but this navl na¥sm, dhat happened
afver WWII, got fnte Goe churbh. 1% even got into the FsLHuAic churehn. st
Jyou sea 1t more ln the Protestant church in willkeh the Cancn luJapan was founded
the National Church of Japan. I want to be very kind, ouv 1 mean theyire in
trouble. Do you understand that ihe Chuvreh of Jesus Christ never was and anevey
can be national? Do you wundersizand that thwre is not such a thing as the hlack
chureh? There carnot be, therc never bas heen. ‘Phat 18 not what the church is,.
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business comunity fas the only
14 today. witﬁ al¥ 145 oombined Infiuenns:
reans to be the c&urfﬁ fer o1t nelt beeab
faplastis inings tne Roman Cathstic churek

ve maintained that, ¥ you ask me whove
ar about dec@ﬂhfﬂfﬁZ“b’bﬂ‘ Fow mg:ﬁ )
uaIngG o ﬁaDﬂPﬁ ! ha"pen ts be a Melkbodi:
i stractuves have preszidea over the disint

{he Wn‘nmentat ”huraﬁ is oul demonstrating thae
0 & 2ase Tor the going-cn~negs of

a1 worly !
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i It hag bean a2 icag Lime
na epely chureh, Toeot 2t their Sactics.
14 rovholds, Fh@y buily one vn Rome,
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Ut X 35 ¢ Nat
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485 ths 2 REY R W tad time o faik about fhis
' This was the gemeraiing force wﬁv\h & a&i d zhese sirongholds to resch ogl ang
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Smerimes you feel pshcholie about sven thinkd _
reatly couid re-create Lhz sn“$>e wphﬁr= o further the humani
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ng that zhe Tittle olid
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then wou inok at the eaw* i1 mod be dane by
bt goncesie fgetiss, ° y wWith $hat. {.:,u“:Z
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TUTUre,

Bery In the Puture oF the establizhed church 5 4 wetaporphosis
he chursh will alsavs have & Frurttorm dynamis, :

g 0 here, ast oo many nsuin age.  Som bosrd member,

s tiuuqh ﬁ@ wad ean¥1v ol tO do oga ‘t gat the 8"v*byf° L ﬂe-“
..ﬂﬁ& &% Boon a5 poassithias @ How the Pr# ans ought To have szhot

This symwn is nafv».”nv-“” au3d shodt him, ot oaadu e
¢ apetve man &t the helm o7 itk thousands of 1.
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myself,
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But zhe pluriformity of The ohurch fakes many faces. The Ro
i ¥ thode zod some.-

Four varicus religicus oyd Ang ﬂﬂvtfrnx is happania

e

S0g
thing s happenieg Lo the de 1nmznar)un”: o 40 ds wnt gu%ag Ging off of denpge
‘whnzun,s as i there‘s golmy to be ope siogle chareh.  1F vo b ;iﬁq% e chuvrh,
within 11 you'$4 Find the ;!5*;?ur? dynamic befors the day af oryow.  [t°s a part
d! what Tife 39, Ue are not s haep in the sense that 1 am uxing tha { wou'ld Tike w
4o into s umvwhat of the ¥form, but I won'y. Theve is voing to e a2 metamsrphosic. A

plariformity, not 2 cutting of F of 91

L-Aﬁ?“. thers 15 going o be what I ¢all a
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Now, very quickly, whers i& the wovemental chureh going o go? You have to resiize that,
in many ways, church venswal is finfshed. And renewal forces ought s furs in their
weapons. As of ipmediately. For they stavted out to s make the church aware sad

the church is aware. And, if that is done, then Shey see Finished, Byt about the time
yeu see that jeb is done, then vou see anather Job that kas o be done. And you could
atl turs in your guns but somcbody slse would have 1o pick them yp, Mavsh onl [F you've
gt discipiined solfiers, then you march, but this time you maveh hand in hand with the
awakened adgs.

Whiastaura This touchsinto the “otner world" and celigious déscipiing, fithout being
deeply spiritually grounded, this cannct Bappen. Instead pf spanging less of youy time

training wertain peopie, you are going to hawve %o spend more time in the fuiawe,

secundly, thers ds 4 new brand of person who §s wissioneliv dedicaked in the sensse of

finding almost a new kind of 2 vozation. Mis job §s in mot %o tome off ip hisiery hut
@ see that history, in his time, comes off. That s going to define your new peyvgi-

utionalvy,
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Ihe third characieristic

of t s person s that he's going o be corporate. The movmente!
adge of the chuyeh, she wavas dn the nexi 70 years, cennnt passiitily be anything elss
hut corporate. Aag and 13355 soirsbody who cannot be corgorate, but thay are geing to be
' 'g‘ ‘¢‘

yseizss in terms of the required in the rerewal of the church.

And These peuple have ¢o be 2kiiled. 1§ mean, they tan be ?ayrea or they feraymen,
but they have to ne highiy ekitled. 1 mean, they maw nhave £9 know the d ¥ the
ehurch,  They huye to know the times in weich they Yive. Thay have to & Fth-

o tugies, the inraqieatuds methodologies.  They have to inow the metheds oy

social change.  They have o know the nethodologies of husan motivation

Lastly, this pargon, or these pecgie, have got w be giobal picnsers,
wrﬁ are going to renew thh fOun! conyiegat tion, These are :&e ones who &2
loneer the new soctei vehicds tha? has to come into beirig. Thase ave
3r& aning fo fcroe the na* el ite froops, of sevv*wL 10 ihe church 5nvwhere. Z “Ldny oy
term, the vadligious s~ﬂ~vr without vilifch this is not going to hapoen
New 1 ocall upon the established church to foster and supporl the movemenial forves in the
next 40 yeors; “ﬂt% fn terms of authorization and in tergs of Tagilitias and material
enablement, “how T #42 ¢ail wpon the wovemental shursh o Grasp ;?r#sh what the renewal
Ffavges in the pz s? arasped;  that they are fo be never gnybning more fhap ihe cervants
of the church. | oam & friend oF ignatius Ropolin. When His ovder put i15e1f before the
estabitahed church, §% was fo gﬁ dPV”h”'L. at any time, o do any ,nu That was nesessarvy
Tor the estabiishad chursh o YuiFi1Y her fod given wission in civiiization.

rove
i1d



