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A TIME OF GLOBAL RESURGENCE

This is a time of the resurgence of the human spirit, the dawn of a
new great age of man. Sociologically, it is a time of deep yearning all over
the warld for a realistic way to leap the gap to a practical implementation
of this resurgent spirit. The church is also experiencing resurgence as it
has completed a theoretical or theological revolution and now is moving into
the practical revolution. It too is hungering for ways to implement its image
of mission in this new age. Local man is the key to this practical revolution,
for it is in local man's new images of greatness and power and human mecaning
that the resurgence of our time is most clearly manifest. Local man is exper-
lencing himself as turning to the world, away from the narrow concentration on
himself. There is a new upsurge in awareness of an authentic revolutionary
pluralism that honors the uniqueness of each group and yet brings them all
together in a common mission ge the world. The ecumenical parish is a creative
response to resurgence. It is the taking of this new spirit and injecting it
into the midst of local communities throughout the globe.

THE GREAT TURN OF THE SPIRIT MOVEMENT

The Spirit Movement has Journeyed through the development of a compre-
hensive curriculum, the grounding in community reformulation, the creation of
8 global network, and the reconstruction of the local church. Now the demand
is to create a new entity that draws together the wisdom of each of these thrusts
and yet is synonymous with none of them. The ecumenical parish is the new action,
the new doing of the movement, which leads the Great Turn to the structuring of
spirit resurgence in our time. It is not doing something better or more inter-
esting than before, but it is a new doing that retells the story of the movement's
past and future. The turn to the world that was signalled in Summer '72 will be
actualized in Summer '73 as people from across the globe come togethar to forge
the thearetical constructs and operating manuals for the ecumenical parish.
Uptown-S will provide a laboratory for direct experimentation with and refinement
of the models of the Research Assembly. It will provide a concrete gign for the
Assembly and the movement as a whole of the possibility of actualizing ecumenical
parishes almost immediately anywhere in the globe.

THE UPTOWN-5 EXPERIMENT

The Uptown-5 experiment is in a neighborhood located in the heart of
Chicago's North Side. Chicago, the continent's second largest city, is recog-
nized as one of the greatest cities in the world. It is the sife of the world's
tallest building and the busiest airport. It is a center for economic affairs,
cultural media and political power for the nation. It may be the only large
city in the U. S. where the mayor is able to provide public services without

constant disruptions.

Uptown itself(an area containing apout a hundred thousand peopls) has a
distinguished history, onesbeing the only major shopping center outside the
Loop, serving the entire North Shore. It haas been a major national cultural
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center with the famous Aragon Ballroom and Edgewater Beach Hotel. In fact, it
was once proposed that the Pemnsylvania Railroad trains to New York depart

from Uptown rather than the Loop. . |

In the present day, Uptown is a paradigm of the global present in the
local. It holds the pluriformity of the world with all six Urs, all nine ‘
continents, and over 50 languages represented among its residents. It contains

in the space of a block the wealthy Gold Coast apartment dweller and the penniless
drifter. In terms of neighborhood organizations, it presents a complete range of

types of approaches to urban problems--from government supported programs to
business-supported independent commissions to radical volunteer groups and many
others in between. One count revealed 87 community agencies or organizations .
r .

Uptown-5 is the Sth"*'" ""'”%é;ish,in the Uptown area. Bordered by
Lake Michigan and Broadway, Montrose and Foster streets, it contains 30,000
people, includ _E;cko, American Indians, @rientals, Asian Indians, Spanish-
speaking peoplej Europeans, as well as whites from many other parts of the U.S.,

especially Appalachia. It also offers an excellent opportunity to work with
the elderly as it contains the highest concentration in Chicago of those over:
6S. '

Uptown-5 is an experiment on behalf of the entire globe, or how any
ordinary group of residents can be servants of the community and the world, by

catalyzing an outburst of human motivity so that every last human being in that '
piece of geography is caréd for. The method is to bring together repmesentativqs

of all the ethnic,economic and cultural diversity, to forge and implement a '
comprehensive plan for awakening, caring for, a reformulating the community.
All community organizations, including the church, business, govermmentsl and

civic organizations, will be honored for their unique contributions to the over- :
all care for the community. Specifically, by the end of July the movement will’

be able to point to a working prototype of an ecumenical parish in its initial

A SIGN FOR THE PUTURE

N Uptoun-5 {s an experiment in which the renewal forces in the church and
community will work together to forge a practical way to care for every person
in every community. It is now time for all those who have decided to expend

their lives on behalf of the 21st century to step forth and join with others in
this leap into the future. From Uptown-5 will spring thousands of ecumenical
parighes and the new earth will be built. :
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The history of Uptown has beoan the sory of maa povpetuvally ahaplng evew S us whan
gsottlemente From its start 120 years agu as an outpost of conmunity life, located on a traild
ubed by Indisns and wagen traina, Uptown has demonstrated ene daring experiment im urban living
after another, It has always been 4 community of the futuree a Ymodeld city" long cofore aay
progeer of that mamas wesn thouyhi ofy, 1 puactieal vehidle of wept fn tua cuangia, dezaads of
histary,

Uptown bogan in response to the need ior stuble settdements avound tho ceater citye Farm
houses ard countyy gataton formod tho prairie, the foroeut aud waaving wasiadande At tha flost
great nigration, Uptewn symbolized urban character by writing to be annexed to Chicago in 1889,

The neut forty yeurs wewre the years of the “Semond leopY. 22 Burodpans poured iato
Amepicen elties, Uptowm raspauded 2o tuls burgeoning uwrbap nepalatien by davelcping & sadond
ecenomic and cultural center for Chicago. Eupanded transportation, fime beaching, econcmic
growth generated a ¢limate of cptimism symbolizad "The Great White Way® home of a flowrishing
movie industry which featuwred Gloria Swanson, Chavije Chaplan and __» @nd by the
buliding of the Aragon Baliraon made imternationally koowu Ly denny GOSAWal @nd Faul Haitnane
But Uptown did not have the stoek to becoma complacent about its accomplishmente The
market crash of 1929 brought this Poried to an ead and ushered in a yet move challenging 40 yeavs.

The worid wide acvuouic Ggprassion byough & new wave of adgratioa to tha citiga, Lfwom alr
‘parts of the nation and all nations of the earth they cams, and Uptown engaged in ons of its
greatest experiments~-to mold a truly cosmopolitan community, ¢o engage its pecple in a mew urban
8tyla, to provide for its human needs in the midst of the almpst overwhelming complenity of medern
wrban dving, And Uptosn respend:d to this challengeae Lwowrlous hormes were subdivided to provide
sheltar, businadces adapted to a mew cxmplexnity of comsumsr naeds, apd a welcouwe war provided for
the upreoted and the furgetten peoples of the world, Nultiple scelal sorvice agencies appeared,
t0 deal with all the wrban nroblems confronting youth ard elders alike, A long range comprehens
sive commmity plaa was inigiated by the ewuamunity ltself, Uptown has becess a commiwity ia wbich
pecple of all ages and all races duell, exparimsating together in the new forms of urban settlemen
for the future, the global cemmnmity where multiple atvlas of ecenomie, palitical and cultural
life are ¥ orchestrated into one syrpheny of uwrban life.

XAt AL INTVERSAL CARE
Sopiak Agaucics
As Jong as men for soalal aguncies to alllevate numau suffaring, despita the evideal dosw

pa&randuyuﬁoi&nthatmoﬂenabmésinwbaneemnu&as.mswnofuﬁmmmaw
although somstimes reduced a&nd ineffective for want of adequate comrunity zrencles, ‘

v Uptown is unique in the spread of such agencles and ways will be coadidexed to pioneor
wgan situation in this form of care, political partices, Ths more is there lack of commmity
groups fron to those that fregquant bars, rove oftan iu ethnic assntert.

Adhefos Groups are also manitest in the cemmnity and large through all the phases, Care is &%
is/ evident In the aotive lifa of the elder groups in the Elder lomes, the eldars ammprising

250 of the total pojuiation, Though the largest portion of the ceurunity is In the elder
sagnent, young poeople amnd young adults are aleo evident on the strests and Ia Lincole Park and
denonatrate the commundty is inelusive of all ages.

Hunanitarian concern is not dead ( are thepeople despite the handicaps they suffer.
‘The demand now is to provide them with the means to frea the potential in universal care to

and besr fruit of full human life for all,
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On an old Indian Trail in the late 1840's, somewhwre about 1847, a small
settlement was established at the present junction of Clark and Sunnyside Streets.
It was called Cedar Falls, and served as the initial point of development that led
to modern Uptown.
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In the 1850's, further north on the same old Indian Trail, and now serving
as a Wagon Train route north of Chicago, on a piece of high ground, on the left
hand side of the trail, about eight miles from Chicago another settlement began
where the present Rosehill Cemetery is now situated. It was from Rosehill south and gay.
south-west that the settlement of what is now Ravenswood took place. A little later,
amd just south of Cedar Falls, the present Graceland cemetery was laid out, and
around which further settlement took place. Further to the east on another old
Indian Trail, which is called Sheridan today, another form of development was taking
place in the form of country estates, which bordered on the Lake as it was then,
prior to the Great Fill In, and on which Lake Shore Drive and Lincoln Park are
situated. Among these estates was the famous Buena Park, whose name is perpetuated
in the current community of the same name.

In the early 1880's, Kemper bought land of subdivision and development in
what became known as Argyle Park, and area bounded by Lawrence,Foster, the Lake and
Broadway. The whole area including Rosehill, Graceland, Argayle Park, Wilson,
were known as 'Lake View City", until it was annexed into the City of Chicago in
1889, following the consent of the community taken at a popular vote.

Following that intitial settlement phase, came the normal stabilizing phase
which was marked by success and a full life for the community.

Papid settlement of the area around Wilson was enabled by the building of
the L to Wilson in 1900, and in stages further north until it arrived at Howard
in 1916. In the period of time the number of fares sold at Wilson in any one day
was in excess of twelve thousand. As might be expected, businesses grew apace
with three banking institutions, the Bederal Savings, Uptown National, and the
Bank of Chicago. Departmental Stores were soon on the scene around Wilson and
along Broadway, and business was so good that it bacame known as the "Little Loop".
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The last part of the area to be developedwas that which was bought by William
Deering, a farming Machinery Manufacturer, and bounded by Clark, Lawrnce, Montrose
and the Lake, Mr Deering made the deal in 1834, Originally it was called Sheridan
Park. The community began to change with the building of the first apartments in
1911, and in increasing numners in 1912, and 1913. Despite the first early signs of ;|
the middle-class exodus to the north the population grew to around 90,000.

TR,

The coming of the Movie Industry at this time also stabilised the community,
bring with it the building 6f great theatres, such as the Riviera, and the Uptown,
the Uptown being considerd the lagest in the nation West of New York. Many famous
stargs were part of the community at that time, among whom are Gloria Swanson,
Charles Chaplain, Wallace Beery,and others. The Aragon was also built in this
period,. It was able to accomodate some three thousand patrons. Many famous

band leaders were featured here.

T, T

This period did not continue into the thirties, and instead a process of

forming a new kind of community began. The early move northwards by middle class
people became pronounced, especially as apartments grew in number, and properties

Sl
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intended to provide six to eight flats, were modifoed so as to provide for from
eighteen up to twentyfour flats. Property values dropped, and the whole process
of social change was under way.

With the exodus the middle-class northwards, the poor poured in, and they
included peoples of every Ur, the black, white, the red, the yellow, the tan and
the boown. 01d middle class stability began to disappear, and the community took
on something of a transitory character, as people came, got on their feet and
moved out. Population growth for the next forthy years was slow, some six percent
each census. The present polulation numbers some one hundred and forty thousadnd.
Not only is every Ur culture in the gloabe represented in the community, but
equally impormantly, representation from each of the nine geo-social continents
around the globe. Uptown was going htorugh the process called the melti_ngpot
which was in keeping with the myth of the multi-racial society. However, beyond
that, the shape of a new people was being forged.

Today the community has been through a process, the end of which points to
the possibility of a globalised urban community unlike anyother, anywhere in the
world and capable of being an image of possibility for urbanites all around the
globe.

The key task in revitalising the globe is in giving creative form to the
grass-roots resurgence that is present in every local community. The local signs
of the global manifestation, rooted in the present sociological imbalances and
the emerging vision of a new community, will take the form of a guild of local
leaders and residents, the spirit leaders of the local congregations in the galaxy,
the direct tactics that create the forms of the ecumenical parish, and the temple
that symboloses the destiny of the parish. These forms will signal the new global

society created by common man's wisdom, sustaining the motivity in the pricess
of balancing the social rwalties that create a human world.
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REFLECTIONS ON INNOCENT SUFFERING

IN UPTOWN

The isolation of ones life from everyone whose life is at all different
from his is the primary manifestation of innocent suffering that I see. It

is that which sets people against people and narrows and restricts the operating

world of the people who live in this community, leaving people living a com-
partmentalized, isolated and sterile life of conformity--restricted to a
narrow range of experiences, responses, awareness, and a collapsed sense of
their own significance.

I see innocent suffering in Uptown manifested in the living of life
styles which are non-relevant, expressing no great joy from memories of
yesterday, no fulfillment for today, and no hope or vision for tomorrow.

Innocent suffering is embodied in the child who is crying because of
lack of milk, the wife who has been abandoned by her husband, or vice-
versa, the mental patient, who, through no fault of his own, finds himself
in a bewildered state.

Senior citizens still being exploited by not being included into their
own recreational activities--programs being planned for them without their
participation or input--

Innocent suffering is the powerlessness to participate effectively in
the future born of myths, stories, images, and patterns of and about exist-
ence forged in another time and place which paralyze local man. The bum on
Wilson who found success unattainable or empty, who had no method of grasp-
ing any other way of talking about success except out of collapsed values
and modes of existence--the Indian who in the midst of stories about his
brutalization and a collapsed culture had no way to rediscover the gifts of
his heritage and using them to participate in forging a new future--the
divorced girl who has seen the collapse of a marriage and lives without any
way of actualizing her own insipht that the world needs a new model for the
family--these and many more examples of life paralyzed by the past as it
grasps the future.

Innocent suffering in Uptown 5 is gllustrated in an analysis of all
age groups: (1) child, (2) youth, (3) adult, (4) elders. Child abuse is
the most expressive case of innocent suffering among the children. Youth
suffers from lack of patience and relevant directions many resulting from
problems of their parents in the adult group. Many of the adults who live
in Uptown came here as pert of entry with the ideal of the American Dream.
Their suffering comes from taking the statement literally. That is a lack
of a viable story. Elders in Uptown suffer from the physical act of reach-
ing age 65, forced out of their established mainline of life at an arbi-
trary age without ever being really prepared to accept the fact.

Child abuse and neglect which shows itself in children being beaten
and maimed; parents who are unable to deal with their own lifestyles, thus
their children suffer. Praying ofathe strong upon the weak of the community.




Slum landlords through their not caring inflicting pain upon others.
Women being raped.

Innocent suffering in Uptown takes place when people are trapped by
their own self-story or the story of people around them that they appro-
priate which does not provide them a means to fulfill or seek to fulfill
the creativity of their own talents, i.e., intellectual, physical, or
social. It also takes place when others do not take into full account
in their planning the means to provide avenues for developing everyone's
gifts for the benefit of all.

The innocent suffering of Uptown is manifested in the self-stories
and community story that suffests that life is other than the way it is,
i.e., life is suffering, it is standing before chaos and creating a néw
future. To suggest that life is doing away with suffering or to suggest
that embeacing the suffering that is my life leaves me without possibility,
creates either the illusion that I cannot live except in a different set of
circumstances, or I have no responsibility for my existence. Both the
transient who is condemned to seek green pastures elsewhere or the estab-
lished who grasp after holding on to their situation are perpetually in
illusion in which a suffering that ends creativity prevents partici-
pation in life itself.
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REFLECTIONS ON INNOCENT SUFFERING

IN UPTOWN

The isolation of ones life from everyone whose life is at all different
from his is the primary manifestation of innocent suffering that I see. It

is that which sets people against people and narrows and restricts the operating

world of the people who live in this community, leaving people living a com-
partmentalized, isolated and sterile life of conformity--restricted to a
narrow range of experiences, responses, awareness, and a collapsed sense of
their own significance.

I see innocent suffering in Uptown manifested in the living of life
styles which are non-relevant, expressing no great joy from memories of
yesterday, no fulfillment for today, and no hope or vision for tomorrow.

Innocent suffering is embodied in the child who is crying because of
lack of milk, the wife who has been abandoned by her husband, or vice-
versa, the mental patient, who, through no fault of his own, finds himself
in a bewildered state.

Senior citizens still being exploited by not being included into their
own recreational activities--programs being planned for them without their
participation or input-- -

Innocent suffering is the powerlessness to participate effectively in
the future born of myths, stories, images, and patterns of and about exist-
ence forged in another time and place which paralyze local man. The bum on
Wilson who found success unattainable or empty, who had no method of grasp-
ing any other way of talking about success except out of collapsed values
and modes of existence--the Indian who in the midst of stories about his
brutalization and a collapsed culture had no way to rediscover the gifts of
his heritage and using them to participate in forging a new future--the
divorced girl who has seen the collapse of a marriage and lives without any
way of actualizing her own insight that the world needs a new model for the
family--these and many more examples of life paralyzed by the past as it
grasps the future. '

Innocent suffering in Uptown 5 is dllustrated in an analysis of all
age groups: (1) child, (2) youth, (3) adult, (4) elders. Child abuse is
the most expressive case of innocent suffering among the children. Youth
suffers from lack of patience and relevant directions many resulting from
problems of their parents in the adult group. Many of the adults who live
in Uptown came here as pert of entry with the ideal of the American Dream.
Their suffering comes from taking the statement literally. That is a lack
of a viable story. Elders in Uptown suffer from the physical act of reach-
ing age 65, forced out of their established mainline of ‘1ife at an arbi-
trary age without ever being really prepared to accept the fact.

Child abuse and neglect which shows itself in children being beaten
and maimed; parents who are unable to deal with their own lifestyles, thus
their children suffer. Preying ofathe strong upon the weak of the community.
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Slum landlords through their not caring inflicting pain upon others.
Women being raped.

Ifinocent suffering in Uptown takes place when people are trapped by
their own self-story or the story of people around them that they appro-
priate which does not provide them a means to fulfill or seek to fulfill
the creativity of their own talents, i.e., intellectual, physical, or
social: It also takes place when others do not take into full account
in their planning the means to provide avenues for developing everyone's
gifts for the benefit of all.

The innocent suffering of Uptown is manifested in the self-stories
and community story that suffests that life is other than the way it is,
i.e., life is suffering, it is standing before chaos and creating a néw
future. To suggest that life is doing away with suffering or to suggest
that embracing the suffering that is my life leaves me without possibility,
creates either the illusion that I cannot live except in'a different set of
circumstances, or I have no responsibility for my existence. Both the
transient who is condemned to seek green pastures elsewhere or the estab-
lished who grasp after holding on to their situation are perpetually in
illusion in which a suffering that ends creativity prevents partici-
pation in life itself.
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7. The imnocent suffering of Uptown is the twisted pain of a life lived without

gsee their value system which had held life together collapse in the confrontation
with urban life. Secondly, people lead fragmented and futile lives with no picture
of authentic expenditure or way to focus the engagement of their lives. Thirdly,
people in the community are unprepared, unskilled, and uneducated for the complexity

of the urban world.

i. The innocent suffering is manifest in the terror experienced by people who g

2. The rural man arrives in the urban context operating with a set of values and
screens, the simplicity of which quickly collapses in the face of complex urban life |
style. Rooted in the past and having no vision of the future, no picture of authentic j
expenditure, he falls prey to futile acting out of the shallow immediacies. He
takes his inner rage or his trappedness out on anyone or anything in a senseless
violence that provides a macabre discontinuity in the midst of the dullness of life.

There is no significant way to engage, gso life becomes too burdensome to bear.
Jim Bell

3. The Innccent Suffering of Uptown 5 is the unself-conscious trap of being in a
socio-economic whirl that demande and limits responses and participation without a
story of the future and a self-conscious appropriation of the swirl which could be
moved on. George Holcombe

4, Innocent Suffering in Uptown flows out of the absence of a reason for
existence which voids all motivation,allows to stay trapped in the past and trapped
in umpreparedness to live in the urban world and that results finally in rootless
boredom. George West

5. The innocent suffering of Uptown Five is the fact that the majority of
residents in the community have been "innocent sufferers" all their lives with a
"ckange of life" coming as a completely new experience. David Morton

6. Innocent Suffering of Uptown 5 is lodged in the fragmentation of life in
Uptown which produces a futile complexity of no way to focus one's life into a single |
meaningful, effective expenditure. Joe Clift 3

the consciousness that life is to be lived. It is a life without a vision of the

future. It is a life constricted, unable to resound within the conditions of being i
poor, unable to impart a picture of possibility to itzself or its offspring, endlessly
trapped in the mundane. Brooke Kroeger :

8. The innocent suffering of the residents of Uptown 5 is seen in the fact that
the people are tied to dreams of the past, with no vision of the future, which makes
the present only bearable, and the care structures available to them are geared to
meeting immediate needs, rathsr than releasing their consciousness to participate
creatively in the future - and therefore life is no more than the next obstacle.

’ Randy Williams

9, The innocent suffering of Uptown 5 is symbolized by the mass of twisted people §
who have been set adrift in a radically changing world, unskilled in operating in :
the urban world and just "passing thru" - entrapped in the immediate with mo
consciousness of what is happening to him and no vision of the future.
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10. The Innocent Suffering of Uptown is the urban victimization of its residents
that isolates the urban from those who seem unable to cope with the complexity of

the city due to a consciousness deficiency and lack of urban education, thus finding ‘
themselves cut off from any vision of a future in which they can creatively participatef
and so find themselves adrift in a strange world, trapped in a welfare mindset and '
longing for life back there in the isolated and undisturbed past and rural world.

Fred Hess

11. The innocent suffering of Uptown 5 is characterized by the dead life style, the
cutoffness of the past and the inefficency of dealing with the complexity of the
situation.

12. People are not rooted here; they live here for a few years and go back to
Tennessee for awhile. There is a "drop through" image; people are coming by and going
on to something else. They have no future picture by which they can picture themselves
"out there" or moving on. Structures do not honor the real ongoingness. The
multiplicity of social agencies tends to rigidify.

ey ey

13. The innocent suffering of Uptown is the enslavement to "back there" in terms
of time, space and values (vis "The Reservation”) and is caused by the present
structural inability of the community to adequately adapt to and authentically honor
the urban style of mobility, anonymity, futuricity and pluriformity which is its
indicative reality. Steve Allen
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14, The Innocent Suffering of Uptown is characterized by a breakdown of the

structures that allow people to create human meaning in the face of futility, pain,

loneliness, boredom, or just the terror of living in the overwhelming complexity,

and possibility of the urban world, which allows their human suffering to twist or

warp them into a mold of rootless, hopeless, existence, the despair of zombiism.
Robert Shropshire

ety

15. The structures created to alleviate the pain of suffering are those which
(1) do not enable one to focus on the possibility of life but rather create a
hopeless conplexity, and (2) honors the initial consciousness which smothers life

struggle and limits it rather than deals in the ontological depths of pain.
Mary Kurian
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16. The innocent suffering of Uptown 5 is manifest in its residents and leaders
operating rational ordering of the community that fails to hold the complexity of the
urban life and the subsequent faded or even absent picture of a possible future that
orients them to significant expenditure that creatively builds a new image of what

it means to be alive. Bill Parker
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17. The innocent suffering of Uptown is centered in the inadequate consciousness
manifest in all structures and forms. No one sees a relevant vision of the future
or purpose for existence; hence no adequate context is present for the economic

and political questions or for the issues of going to school, having a family,
maintaining morality or whatever. Life is buried in the past, stagnated in the
present and non-existent in the future. Bob Vance
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i 18. Innocent suffering as manifest in Uptown is not suffering they have earned,
| but that which fate has cast them into, either for ethnic or social reasons and

¥ shich comes as a handicap to possession of full life, be it education that is non-
effective to equip for life, or entrapment in structures that serve as ambulance

N ctations for first aid rather than for healing. It is manifest in all 1ife phases;
 and while economic lack is evident, it is more perceivable in the stance of the

i people; it is in their eyes, that suffering to which they have become inured.

‘ Eric Gowers

4 19. The people of Uptown are characterized by a self-consciousness programmed
3 with images that direct them away from engaging in the significant engagement that
{ is here, away from forging the bold future that is here. These mis-directed self-
H conscious images are pe-inforced and rigidified by: (1) economic tyranny, (2) liberals
{ teaching that suffering is an excuse for being stopped and (3) rural.
Stan Bahner
H 20. The innocent suffering is brought about as the structures of the community
i pe-inforce the reduced picture of the future, rural aspirations, and past-oriented
il values of the myriad of people who comprise it. Rick Loudermilk

i 21, The innocent suffering of Uptown is that the people here have no structures
i whereby they are constantly reminded of the Word, Thus they find themselves trapped

# in feelings of inadequacy in the face of urban progress, trapped in longing to return
i to the past and trapped in a view of a closed future. Jim Stewart
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UPTOWN FIVE INNOCENT SUFFERING
SUMMARY

A mass of twisted people walk the streets of uptown, a people udprepared and -
trapped in the terror of living in the overwhelming complexity of urban life.
Their lives are a fragmented bundle of pain for they are unskilled in operating
in the urban context into which they have been thrust. Set adrift with gast
oriented images, their hope for the future stagnates in a moundaine and boor-
ing present. There is no discontinuity from the loneliness that pleagues them,
nor the interior pain which cannot be smothered. The multitude of structures
which have come into being to deal with their need, only suceed in pepetuating
the hopeless complexity and foster a peternalistic victamage to a welfare societyé
Structures have become ambulence stations for first aid rather than vehicles

for healing. The lack of an adaquate story about the significance of their lives

leaves them with an unselfconscious shallowness which proclaims their future

hopeless. The absence of any reason to be and do, and the image that pain ought
not to be a part of their existence issues in a style of no exbenditure. The
felt need for the innocent suffering in uptown is for significant engagement ,
a mission, a task, a purpose, something to love and something to die for.

Only a global conteyt and a destinal calling to expend their lives in the
creation of a Global Uptown five for the sake of all men, will release the

greatness which lies latent within those who suffer innocently.
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1. The innocent suffering is manifest in the terror experienced by people who
see their value system which had held life together collapse in the confrontation
with urban 1life. Secondly, people lead fragmented and futile lives with no picture
of authentic expenditure or way to focus the engagement of their lives. Thirdly,
people in the community are unprepared, unskilled, and uneducated for the complexity
of the urban world.

2. The rural man arrives in the urban context operating with a set of values and
screens, the simplicity of which quickly collapses in the face of complex urban life
style. Rooted in the past and having no vision of the future, no picture of authentic
expenditure, he falls prey to futile acting out of the shallow immediacies. He

takes his inner rage or his trappedness out on anyone or anything in a senseless
violence that provides a macabre discontinuity in the midst of the dullness of life.

There is no significant way to engage, so life becomes too burdensome to bear.
Jim Bell
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3. The Imnocent Suffering of Uptown 5 is the unself-conscious trap of being in a
socio-economic whirl that demands and limits responses and participation without a
story of the future and a self-conscious appropriation of the swirl which could be
moved on. George Holcombe

4, Innocent Suffering in Uptown flows out of the absence of a reason for
existence which voids all motivation,allows to stay trapped in the past and trapped
in unpreparedness to live in the urban world and that results finally in rootless
boredon. George West
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5. The innocent suffering of Uptown Five is the fact that the majority of
residents in the community have been "innocent sufferers" all their lives with a
"change of life" coming as a completely new experience. David Morton

6. Innocent Suffering of Uptown 5 is lodged in the fragmentation of life in
Uptown which produces a futile complexity of no way to focus one's life into a single
meaningful, effective expenditure. Joe Clift

7. The innocent suffering of Uptown is the twisted pain of a life lived without

the consciousness that life is to be lived. It is a life without a vision of the
future. It is a life constricted, unable to resound within the conditions of being }
poor, unable to impart a picture of possibility to itself or its offspring, endlessly |
trapped in the mundane. Brooke Kroeger

8. The innocent suffering of the residents of Uptown 5 is seen in the fact that

the people are tied to dreams of the past, with no vision of the future, which makes

the present only bearable, and the care structures available to them are geared to

meeting immediate needs, rather than releasing their consciousness to participate

creatively in the future - and therefore life is no more than the next obstacle.
Randy Williams

9. The innocent suffering of Uptown 5 is symbolized by the mass of twisted people |
who have been set adrift in a radically changing world, unskilled in operating in
the urban world and just "passing thru" - entrapped in the immediate with no
consciousness of what is happening to him and no vision of the future.
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10. The Innocent Suffering of Uptown is the urban victimization of its residents

that isolates the urban from those who seem unable to cope with the complexity of

the city due to a consciousness deficiency and lack of urban education, thus finding ]

themselves cut off from any vision of a future in which they can creatively participatefs

and so find themselves adrift in a strange world, trapped in a welfare mindset and

longing for life back there in the isolated and undisturbed past and rural world.
Fred Hess

11. The innocent suffering of Uptown S-is characterized by the dead life style, the
cutoffness of the past and the inefficency of dealing with the complexity of the
situation.

12. People are not rooted here; they live here for a few years and go back to
Tennessee for awhile. There is a "drop through" image; people are coming by and going
on to something else. They have no future picture by which they can picture themselves
"out there" or moving on. Structures do not honor the real ongoingness. The
multiplicity of social agencies tends to rigidify.

13. The innocent suffering of Uptown is the enslavement to "back there'" in terms
of time, space and values (vis "The Reservation") and is caused by the present
structural inability of the community to adequately adapt to and authentically honor
the urban style of mobility, anonymity, futuricity and pluriformity which is its
indicative reality. Steve Allen
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14, The Innocent Suffering of Uptown is characterized by a breakdown of the

structures that allow people to create human meaning in the face of futility, pain,

loneliness, boredom, or just the terror of living in the overwhelming complexity,

and possibility of the urban world, which allows their human suffering to twist or

warp them into a mold of rootless, hopeless.existence, the despair of zombiism.
Robert Shropshire

T

EX

15. The structures created to alleviate the pain of suffering are those which-
(1) do not enable one to focus on the possibility of life but rather create a
hopeless conplexity, and (2) honors the initial consciousness which smothers life
struggle and limits it rather than deals in the ontological depths of pain.

Mary Kurian

16. The innocent suffering of Uptown 5 is manifest in its residents and leaders
operating rational ordering of the community that fails to hold the complexity of the
urban life and the subsequent faded or even absent picture of a possible future that
orients them to significant expenditure that creatively builds a new image of what

it means to be alive. Bill Parker

17. The innocent suffering of Uptown is centered in the inadequate consciousness
manifest in all structures and forms. No one sees a relevant vision of the future
or purpose for existence; hence no adequate context is present for the economic

and political questions or for the issues of going to school, having a family,
maintaining morality or whatever. Life is buried in the past, stagnated in the
present and non-existent in the future. Bob Vance
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§ 18, Innocent suffering as manifest in Uptown is not suffering they have earned,
B but that which fate has cast them into, either for ethnic or social reasons and

¥ which comes as a handicap to possession of full 1ife, be it education that is nomn-
effective to equip for life, or entrapment in structures that serve as ambulance

| stations for first aid rather than for healing. It is manifest in all life phases;
| and while economic lack is evident, it is more perceivable in the stance of the

% people; it is in their eyes, that suffering to which they have become inured.
Eric Gowers

H 18. The people of Uptown are characterized by a self-consciousness programmed

i with images that direct them away from engaging in the significant engagement that
 is here, away from forging the bold future that is here. These mis-directed self-
H conscious images are re-inforced and rigidified by: (1) economic tyranny, (2) liberals

{ teaching that suffering is an excuse for being stopped and (3) rural. 1
8 Stan Bahner

i 20. The innocent suffering is brought about as the structures of the community
i re-inforce the reduced picture of the future, rural aspirations, and past-oriented
i values of the myriad of people who comprise it. Rick Loudermilk

21, The innocent suffering of Uptown is that the people here have no structures
whereby they are constantly reminded of the Word, Thus they find themselves trapped
# in feelings of inadequacy in the face of urban progress, trapped in longing to returm
] to the past and trapped in a view of a closed future. Jim Stewart




