UPTOWN-5 HISTORY

June 25, 1973

On an old Indian Trail in the late 1840's, somewhwre about 1847, a small
settlement was established at the present junction of Clark and Sunnyside Streets.
It was called Cedar Falls, and served as the initial point of development that led
to modern Uptown.

In the 1850's, further north on the same old Indian Trail, and now serving
as a Wagon Train route north of Chicago, on a piece of high ground, on the left
hand side of the trail, about eight miles from Chicago another settlement began

where the present Rosehill Cemetery is now situated. It was from Rosehill south and #.

south-west that the settlement of what is now Ravenswood took place. A little later,
amd just south of Cedar Falls, the present Graceland cemetery was laid out, and
around which further settlement took place. Further to the east on another old
Indian Trail, which is called Sheridan today, anether form of development was taking
place in the form of country estates, which bordered on the Lake as it was then,
prior to the Great Fill In, and on which Lake Shore Drive and Lincoln Park are
situated. Among these estates was the famous Buena Park, whose name is perpetuated
in the current community of the same name.

In the early 1880's, Kemper bought land of subdivision and development in
what became known as Argyle Park, and area bounded by Lawrence,Foster, the Lake and
Broadway. The whole area including Rosehill, Graceland, Argayle Park, Wilson,
were known as ''Lake View City", until it was annexed into the City of Chicago in
1889, following the consent of the community taken at a popular vote.

Following that intitial settlement phase, came the normal stabilizing phase
which was marked by success and a full life for the community.

Bapid settlement of the area around Wilson was enabled by the building of
the L to Wilson in 1900, and in stages further north until it arrived at Howard
in 1916. In the period of time the number of fares sold at Wilson in any one day
was in excess of twelve thousand. As might be expected, businesses grew apace
with three banking institutions, the Bederal Savings, Uptown National, and the
Bank of Chicago. Departmental Stores were soon on the scene around Wilson and
along Broadway, and business was so good that it bacame known as the "Little Loop".

The last part of the area to be developedwas that which was bought by William
Deering, a farming Machinery Manufacturer, and bounded by Clark, Lawrnce, Montrose
and the Lake, Mr Deering made the deal in 1894. Originally it was called Sheridan
Park. The community began to change with the building of the fidrst apartments in
1911, and in increasing numners in 1912, and 1913. Despite the first early signs of
the middle-class exodus to the north the population grew to around 90,000.

The coming of the Movie Industry at this time also stabilised the community,
bring with it the building &f great theatres, such as the Riviera, and the Uptown,
the Uptown being considerd the lagest in the nation West of New York. Many famous
start were part of the community at that time, among whom are Gloria Swanson,
Charles Chaplain, Wallace Beery,and others. The Aragon was also built in this
period,. It was able to accomodate some three thousand patrons. Many famous
band leaders were featured here.

This period did not continue into the thirties, and instead a process of
forming a new kind of community began. The early move northwards by middle class
people became pronounced, especially as apartments grew in number, and properties




intended to provide six to eight flats, were modifoed so as to provide for from
eighteen up to twentyfour flats. Property values dropped, and the whole process
of social change was under way.

With the exodus the middle-class northwards, the poor poured in, and they
included peoples of every Ur, the black, white, the red, the yellow, the tan and
the boown. 0ld middle class stability began to disappear, and the community took
on something of a transitory character, as people came, got on their feet and
moved out. Population growth for the next forthy years was slow, some six percent
each census. The presant polulation numbers some one hundred and forty thousadnd.
Not only is every Ur culture in the gloabe represented in the community, but
equally impormantly, representation from each of the nine geo-social continents
around the globe. Uptown was going htorugh the process called the melti_ngpot
which was in keeping with the myth of the multi-racial society. However, beyond
that, the shape of a new people was being forged.

Today the community has been through a process, the end of which points to
the possibility of a globalised urban community unlike anyother, anywhere in the
world and capable of being an image of possibility for urbanites all around the
globe. '

The key task in revitalising the globe is in giving creative form to the
grass-roots resurgence that is present in every local community. The local signs
of the global manifestation, rooted in the present sociological imbalances and
the emerging vision of a new community, will take the form of a guild of local
leaders and residents, the spirit leaders of the local congregations in the galaxy,
the direct tactics that create the forms of the ecumenical parish, and the temple
that symboloses the destiny of the parish. These forms will signal the new global

society created by common man's wisdom, sustaining the motivity in the pricess
of balancing the social rwalties that create a human world.
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A TIME OF GLOBAL RESURGENCE

This is a time of the resurgence of the human spirit, the dawn of a
new great age of man. Sociologically, it is a time of deep yearning all over
the world for a realistic way to leap the gap to a practical implementation

of this resurgent spirit. The church is also experiencing resurgence as it
has completed a thecretical or theological revolution and now is moving into
the practical revolution. It too is hungering for ways to implement its image
of mission in this new age. Local man {s the key to this practical revolution,
for it is in local man's new images of greatness and power and human meaning
that the resurgence of our time is most clearly manifest. Local man is exper-
iencing himself as turning to the world, away from the narrow concentration on
himself. There is a new upsurge in awareness of an authentic revolutionary
pluralism that homors the uniqueness of each group and yet brings them all
together in a common mission ¢o the world. The ecumenical parish is a creative -
response to resurgence. It is the taking of this new spirit and injecting it
into the midst of local communities throughout the globe.

THE GREAT TURN OF THE SPIRIT MOVEMENT

The Spirit Movement has journeyed through the development of a compre-
hensive curriculum, the grounding in community reformulation, the creation of
a global network, and the reconstruction of the local church. Now the demand
is to create a new entity that draws together the wisdom of each of these thrusts &
and yet 1s synonymous with none of them. The ecumenical parish is the new action,
the new doing of the movement, which leads the Great Turn to the structuring of
spirit resurgence in our time. It is not doing something better or more inter- ;
esting than before, but it i{s a new doing that retells the story of the movement's
past and future. The turn to the world that was signalled in Summer '72 will be |
actualized in Summer '73 as people from across the globe come togethar to ferge
the theoretical constructs and operating manuals for the ecumenical parish.
Uptown-5 will provide a laboratory for direct experimentation with and refinement
of the models of the Research Assembly. It will provide a concrete sign for the
Assembly and the movement as a whole of the possibility of actualizing ecumenical
parishes almost immediately anywhere in the globe.

THE UPTOWN-S EXPERIMENT

The Uptown-5 experiment is in a neighborhood located in the heart of
Chicago's North Side. Chicago, the continent's second largest city, is recog-
nized as one of the greatest cities in the world. It is the site of the world's
tallest building and the busiest airport. It is a center for economic affairs,
cultural media and political power for the nation. It may be the only large
city in the U. S. where the mayor is able to provide public services without
constant disruptions.

Uptown itself(an area containing about a hundred thousand people) has a
distinguished history, onesbeing the only major shopping center outside the
Loop, serving the entire North Shore. It has bsen a major national cultural




The Uptown-5 Story

center with the famous Aragon Ballroom and Edgewater Beach Hotel. In fact, it
was once proposed that the Pemmsylvania Railroad trains to New York depart
from Uptown rather than the Loop.

In the present day, Uptown is a paradigm of the global present in the
local. It holds the pluriformity of the world with all six Urs, all nine
continents, and over 50 languages represented among its residents. It contains
in the space of a block the wealthy Gold Coast apartment dweller and the penniless
drifter. In terms of neighborhood organizations, it presents a complete range of
types of approaches to urban problems--from government supported programs to
business-supported independent commissions to radical volunteer groups and many
others in between. One count revealed 87 community agencies or organizations.

er

Uptown-5 is the 5th nefyhbor L“%ériah,in the Uptown area. Bordered by
Lake Michigan and Broadway, Montrose and Foster streets, it contains 30,000
people, includi _E‘J;cks, American Indians, @rientals, Asian Indians, Spanish-
speaking people} Europeans, as well as whites from many other parts of the U.S.,
especially Appalachia. It also offers an excellent opportunity te work with
the elderly as it contains the highest concentration in Chicago of those over
65.

Uptown-5 is an experiment on behalf of the entire globe, or how any
ordinary group of residents can be servants of the community and the world, by
catalyzing an outburst of human motivity so that every last human being in that
piece of geography is caréd for. The method is to bring together representatives
of all the ethnic,economic and cultural diversity, to forge and implement a
comprehensive plan for awakening, caring for, ant{ reformulating the community.
All community organizations, including the church, business, govermmental and
eivic organ:!.zat:lt:msJ will be honored for their unique contributions to the over-
all care for the community. Specifically, by the end of July the movement will
be able to point to a working prototype of an ecumenical parish In its initial

stages.
A SIGN FOR THE FUTURE

Uptowun-5 is an experiment in which the renewal forces in the church and
commmity will work together to forge a practical way to care for every person
in every community. It is now time for all those who have decided to expend
their lives on behalf of the 2lst century to step forth and join with others in
this leap into the future. From Uptown-5 will spring thousands of ecumenical
parishes and the new earth will be built.




UPTOWN 5 STORY: WHAT

Social Demonstration:

The formulation of the Uptown 5 community involves activating three inclusive stategies:
contextual reeducation, structural reformulation, and spirit remotivation. The first
strategy -concerns itself with creating adequate:operating self images for people;

the second is to work within existing structures to renew them, and the third deals
with community purpose. These strategies are employed to create forms whereby local
citizens can demonstrate their ability to care for an urban community. This is not
an isolated social demonstration, but one of 24 around the world. By locating them
in every time zone, within hours, any person could come and see for themselves what
might be done for the future. When visiting a social demonstration, people would

see local citizens acting out of indirect strategies. Day by day, tactics are
created to respond to the real, changing situation of an urban community.

5TH CITY RELATED:

The work in Uptown rests upon a foundation of ten years of work in 5th City. The
major benefit has been an acceleration characterized by doing four years of work in
Uptown in two years, and beginning with a population of 28,000 rather than 5,000.

The same five presuppositions for community reformulation frame the Uptown 5 demon-
stration. First, you begin with a specific, delimited geography so as not to
dissipate forces. Next, all ages, children through elders, must be considered. Then
all the problems must be dealt with at the same time, because of the complex inter-
relatedness of everything. The symbolic life of the community is critical for it
informs the values people act out of. An finally, the depth human problem which
gives worth to the individual must be turned around. These presuppositions coupled
with a contentless community model have enabled Uptown 5 to be a reduplication of

the 5th City work. Thus Uptown 5 is a demonstration of a model for urban commumities

around the worild.



THE SCREEN OF COMPREHENSIVENESS

An exercise moconsuructing the interior screen by which comprehensiveness in thinking realized

decsion making.
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The community of Uptown includes several older neigh-
borhoods which were once the northern part of the township
and later the city of Lake View. When the township of Lake
View was organized in 1857, this area was almost completely
prairie, forest, or swampy wasteland. There was a small
ettlement just to the southeast of this territory.

There were two railroads in the territory, the Chicago
and Milwaukee along the lake shore, and the predecessor of
the Chicago and Northwestern along what is now the west-
ern boundary. The earliest settlements were along the latter
route which was laid out along a ridge of higher land, The
land to the eest of this ridge wms for the most part swamp
and marsh and, therefors, its subdivision came later. An
exception was the southeastern cormer of the community
where, in the late 1860's, some large homes were bullt in

e vicinity of the newly-erected Marine Hoapltal.

The two decados, 1870-1880, wers years of reslatively
oubgtantial growth for Uptown. The community settlers woro
predominantly German or of German descent, aithough they
fncluded an increasing number of Swedes. They lived in mod-
est frame cottages or farmhouges, although there were more
elaborate residences in the community belonging to wealthy
Chicagoans who gought & gsuburban life reasonably close to
the city. In 1888, Uptown became part of Chicago when the
city of Lake View elected to be annexed.

“Nfe decades between 1880-1920 witnessed the moat rapid

~~ growth of the community, primarily as a result of improve-

ment in transportation facilities. By 1920, the Swedes were
the dominant foreign-bornm group, although there were still
many Germans and persons of German descent in the com-
munity. Many Germans and Irish, or those of German or
Irish descent, moved into Uptown from older residential areas
in Chicago which were being occupied by newer nationality
groups such ag the Italians, Poles, and Russiana (Jews).

5 By 1919, Uptown had reached residential maturity. Its
growth, bowever, was nof oxperienced uniformly throughout
the community. The older area west of Clark Streot, a sec-
tion chiefly of single-family, one-, or two-story frame
homes, developed gradually but steadlly. It was in the area
east of Clark Street, however, that the greatest strides were
made in residential and commerclal development during the
period between 1890 and 1820. The instaliation of new tran-
sit lines such as the Lawrence Avenue car line, the ex-—
tension of others, such as the Broadway Avenue and Clark
Street lines, and the extension in 1800 of the Northwestern
elevated line to Wilson Avenue, fostered this growth. In the
southern part of the community, apartment houses, apart-
meant botels, and hoteln gprang up alongside of the old frame
and stone homes. The development of transitfacllities along
with the development of the Wilson Avenue and Clarendon
Avenue beaches, were the initial factors in determining the
resideatial, commercial, and recreational characteristics of
the area. A rapid increase in land values checked the con-
struction of residences in the section cast of Clark Street
and promoted instead the erection of multiple-apartment
buildings, apartment hotels, and hotels. The desirability of
locatlon and the excellent transportation facilities attracted
many young single people or young married couples to this
gection. A8 a result, gome of the older residences were
converted into rooming houses, 2 practice which gathered
momentum in the ensuing decades.

@ Development of the central and northern parts of the
community cast of Clark Street between 1890 and 1920 was
also 2 resuit of these transit improvements. Settlements
which had aiready begun at otops along the Chicage and Mu-
waukee Jine continued to grow. The first extensive subdivision
was begun about 1900 in cenaus tract 34. Shortly thereafter,
additions were lald out west of Clark Strest and cast to the

QMW NICTORICAL DATH.

lakefront. This area constituted the nucleus of modern Edge-
water. More intensive development came with the extension of
the elevated line to Howard Street in 1807.

@ The Edgewater area experienced a2 tremendous increase
in

population after the turn of the century. German and Irish
elements moved from older residential areas into Edgewater.
Before World War I, as Iltalians began to settie on the Near
North Side, a large number of Swedes moved into Edgewater
from their Oak Street settlement.

During the 1920's, the population of Uptown continued to
increase, but more slowly., The area west of Clark Strest
was {nhabited chielly by Germans and Swedes or those of Ger-
man or Swedish descent. The predominant foreign-born group
in Edgewater was tho Swedes, but there were conaiderable
Germane and Irish. The Ruasian Jows and those of Ruoglan
Jewish descent continued to move into the community from
the West Sida. In the 1020's, there wes s northwerd move-
ment of Greeks, some of whom oettled in the northeastern
part of Uptown. The small Negro population wac concentrated
in census tract 23. Thia settiement probably atarted when the
Uptown area was one of single-family homes of wealthy people
who had Negro servants.

@ The area west of Clark Street remained predominantly
re

sidential, except for the industrial concentration along
Ravenswood Avenue. This industrial zone continued to de-
velop, with more modern type factories being constructed.
The tendency of this time, however, was to tear down the
older homes and small apartment buildings and erect new
multiple-apartment buildings, apartment hotels, and hotels.
East of Clark Street, apartment bufldings were rapidly re-

lacing single~family residences. .
@ From 1930 to 1950, the population of Uptown increased

slowly and during the 1850-60 decade it actually declined for
the first time. There has been little residential construction
in recent decades—only 6 per cent of the 1880 housing units
were in structures built eince 1840. What iittle new con-
struction there has been was concentrated in the southern
part of the community and along the lake shore. Recent con-
struction has been primarily multiple~-family structures so
that by 1960 71 percent of the housing units were In struc-
tures containing 10 or more units. Conversion of larger
apartments and residences into amaller apartments and
rooming houses has apparently continued, for Uptown had
the second largest number of authorized conversions in the
city during the 1850's. The vacancy rate in 1860 of 11 per-
cent {s unusually high.

The leading natfonalities among the foreign stock in 1880
were Germans, Russians (Jews), Swedes, and Irish. The
Negro community has remained relatively stationary. A atg-
nificant development since 1945 has been the increasing num-
ber of Japanese-Americans in the Uptown community until
in 1960 more than one-third of the Japanese in the city lived
in the Uptown community. There also appears to have been
gome influx of Southern whites since 1850.

In 1958, the Community. Conservation Board of Chicago
delineated the "East Ravenswood" urban renewal area whics

included census tracts 18 and 29 in the Uptown community.
In 1862, the program for the area was being developed.

@ Uptown's lndua‘trlal planta, which are relatively few in
n

umber, are concentrated along Ravenswood Avenue, although

a few have been constructed, since 1040, along the elevated
tracka and east of Broadway, The Uptown community also
includes a Major Retail Centsr in tha southarn part of the
community, which includes tho otords on Broadway from
CGunnison Street to Bunnyside Avonuo and on Wilson Avenue
from Sheridan Road to Broadway.

hothe Commoviry eaer Book




INNOCENT SUFFERING June 24, 1973

1. The innocent suffering is manifest in the terror experienced by people who
see their value system which had held life together collapse in the confrontation
with urban life. Secondly, people lead fragmented and futile lives with no picture
of authentic expenditure or way to focus the engagement of their lives. Thirdly,
people in the community are unprepared, unskilled, and uneducated for the complexity
of the urban world.

2. The rural man arrives in the urban context operating with a set of values and
screens, the simplicity of which quickly collapses in the face of complex urban life
style. Rooted in the past and having no vision of the future, no picture of authentic
expenditure, he falls prey to futile acting out of the shallow immediacies. He
takes his inner rage or his trappedness out on anyone or anything in a senseless
violence that provides a macabre discontinuity in the midst of the dullness of life.
There is no significant way to engage, so life becomes too burdensome to bear.

Jim Bell

3. The Innocent Suffering of Uptown 5 is the unself-conscious trap of being in a
socio-economic whirl that demands and limits responses and participation without a
story of the future and a self-conscious appropriation of the swirl which could be
moved on. Geéorge Holcombe

4, Innocent Suffering in Uptown flows out of the absence of a reason for
existence which voids all motivation,allows to stay trapped in the past and trapped
in unpreparedness to live in the urban world and that results finally in rootless
boredom. George West

5. The innocent suffering of Uptown Five is the fact that the majority of
residents in the community have been "innocent sufferers" all their lives with a
"change of life" coming as a completely new experience. David Morton

6. Innocent Suffering of Uptown 5 is lodged in the fragmentation of life in
Uptown which produces a futile complexity of no way to focus one's life into a single
meaningful, effective expenditure. Joe Clift

7. The innocent suffering of Uptown is the twisted pain of a life lived without
the consciousness that life is to be lived. It is a life without a vision of the
future. It is a life constricted, unable to resound within the conditions of being
poor, unable to impart a picture of possibility to itself or its offspring, endlessly
trapped in the mundane. Brooke Kroeger

8. The innocent suffering of the residents of Uptown 5 is seen in the fact that

the people are tied to dreams of the past, with no vision of the future, which makes

the present only bearable, and the care structures available to them are geared to

meeting immediate needs, rather than releasing their consciousness to participate

creatively in the future - and therefore life is no more than the next obstacle.
Randy Williams

9. The innocent suffering of Uptown 5 is symbolized by the mass of twisted people
who have been set adrift in a radically changing world, unskilled in operating in
the urban world and just "passing thru" = entrapped in the immediate with no
consciousness of what is happening to him and no vision of the future.
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INNOCENT SUFFERING June 24, 1973

10. The Innocent Suffering of Uptown is the urban victimization of its residents
that isolates the urban-. from those who seem unable to cope with the complexity of
the city due to a consciousness deficiency and lack of urban education, thus finding
themselves cut off from any vision of a future in which they can creatively participate
and so find themselves adrift in a strange world, trapped in a welfare mindset and
longing for life back there in the isolated and undisturbed past and rural world.

Fred Hess

11. The innocent suffering of Uptown 5 is characterized by the dead life style, the
cutoffness of the past and the inefficency of dealing with the complexity of the
situation.

12. People are not rooted here; they live here for a few years and go back to
Tennessee for awhile. There is a "drop through" image; people are coming by and going
on to something else. They have no future picture by which they can picture themselves
"out there" or moving on. Structures do not honor the real ongoingness. The
multiplicity of social agencies tends to rigidify.

13. The innocent suffering of Uptown is the enslavement to "back there" in terms
of time, space and values (vis "The Reservation") and is caused by the present
structural inability of the community to adequately adapt to and authentically honor
the urban style of mobility, anonymity, futuricity and pluriformity which is its
indicative reality. Steve Allen

14, The Innocent Suffering of Uptown is characterized by a breakdown of the

structures that allow people to create human meaning in the face of futility, pain,

loneliness, boredom, or just the terror of living in the overwhelming complexity,

and possibility of the urban world, which allows their human suffering to twist or

warp them into a mold of rootless, hopeless,existence, the despair of zombiism.
Robert Shropshire

15. The structures created to alleviate the pain of suffering are those which
(1) do not enable one to focus on the possibility of life but rather create a
hopeless conplexity, and (2) honors the initial consciousness which smothers life
struggle and limits it rather than deals in the ontological depths of pain.

Mary Kurian

16. The innocent suffering of Uptown 5 is manifest in its residents and leaders
operating rational ordering of the community that fails to hold the complexity of the
urban life and the subsequent faded or even absent picture of a possible future that
orients them to significant expenditure that creatively builds a new image of what

it means to be alive. Bill Parker

17. The innocent suffering of Uptown is centered in the inadequate consciousness
manifest in all structures and forms. No one sees a relevant vision of the future
or purpose for existence; hence no adequate context is present for the economic
and political questions or for the issues of going to school, having a family,
maintaining morality or whatever. Life is buried in the past, stagnated in the
present and non-existent in the future. Bob Vance
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INNOCENT SUFFERING June 24, 1973

i8. Innocent suffering as manifest in Uptown is not suffering they have earned,
but that which fate has cast them into, either for ethnic or social reasons-and
which comes as a handicap to possession of full life, be it education that is non-
effective to equip for life, or entrapment in structures that serve as ambulance
stations for first aid rather than for healing. It is manifest in all life phases;
and while economic lack is evident, it is more perceivable in the stance of the
people; it is in their eyes, that suffering to which they have become inured.
Eric Gowers

19. The people of Uptown are characterized by a self-consciousness programmed
with images that direct them away from engaging in the significant engagement that
is here, away from forging the bold future that is here. These mis-directed self-
conscious images are re-inforced and rigidified by: (1) economic tyramny, (2) liberals
teaching that suffering is an excuse for being stopped and (3) rural.

. Stan Bahner
20. The innocent suffering is brought about as the structures of the community
re-inforce the reduced picture of the future, rural aspirations, and past-oriented
values of the myriad of people who comprise it. Rick Loudermilk

21, The innocent suffering of Uptown is that the people here have no structures
whereby they are constantly reminded of the Word, Thus they find themselves trapped
in feelings of inadequacy in the face of urban progress, trapped in longing to return
to the past and trapped in a view of a closed future. Jim Stewart




A LOOK AT NORTHSIDE HISTORY.

When the waters of Lake Michigan rolled back centuries ago, a high "ridge" was left.
The waters receded further to reveal another old glacial formation, where Clark Street is
today, and these two escarpments formed natural trails which were used by Indians who
roamed the land.

The earliest record of settlers on the north side is 1809, when a tavern on the "rid
ge" served as a rest stop for stagecoach travellers, By 1821, several white settlers had
moved pnorth of the Indéian Boundary Line(now Rodgers Ave;)This land had been purchased in th
treaty of 1816 and the government wanted to sell parcels of it to new homesteaders,

The Lake View-Ravenswood area was attracting many Swedish, Irish,and German immi-

grants and by 1860, the Chicago& North Western station at Wilson Ave was a centre for new
residents and business.,

When the St. Paul railroad came through, Indians still roamed freely in RodgersPark
and wary passengers kept a watchful ege out for the packs of hungry wolves that roamed on
Greenleaf.

One of the first accomplishments of the Ravenswood Land Company was the building of
a school in 1869. Meanwhile Patrick Touhy was busy mapping out the town of Rodgers Park
but it was not until after the great Chicago Fire of 1871 that a land boom hit,

Tranpportation to the north improved greatly about this time, By 1880 ther were two
streetcar lines- the Lincoln Ave and the Graceland Dummy Lines.

EDGEWATER TAKES SHAPE.

Chicago's dense populationsoon prompted families who could afford to buy land to look
to the suburbs.A developer named John Lewis Cochran filed a subdivision with the Cook
CountyRecorder of Deeds in 1885, and in so doing took the first step in realising his
dream of creating a unique north shore suburb. He named it Edgewater because of its
proximity to the Lake, and although it was never incorporated as a town the name is widel
recognised. The community gained national prominence when the famous Edgewater Beach
Hotel opened in 1916, and until its recent closing, the Edgewater was one of the most

prestigious hotels i n the nation.

It was around this time that the Lakefront along the north shore became popular as

a recreational area. The beaches at Wilson and Clarendon were crowded on sunny summer
afternoons with bathers from all over the city.

The name Uptown came about when a merchanr named Loren Miller opened a store in
1915 on Broadway near Wilson. He advertised it as the "uptown' store and when other
nearby merchants were looking for a name to identify the areaand promote the already
thriving business district the y chose Uptown. In time, the neme was used to disignate t
the surrounding neighbourhood as wellas the Broadway-Wilson- Lawrence district,

Some famous faces emerged from Uptown during the decade after 1910, Carl Sand-
burg could be seen leaving his house at 4646 N. Hermitage, and it was not uncommon to ¢
see Charlie Chaplin, Gloria Swanson or Ben Turpin strolling the streets of Uptown, since
it was in the Essanafny Studios on Argyle that the moving picture industry was born .
Howe ver the climate and sun of California soon lured the movie makers west,where they
could shooot pictures outdoors all year long.

In an lod 1922 newspaper article about the "heart of uptown Chicago" boosters
predicted that Wilson Ave would one day rival Michagan Ave for prestige. Teh Uptown
community at that time boasted 11 movie houses , 36 hotels and a row of car dealershdps
along Broadway, promising to be the great automobilecdntre fo Chicago. The area was
considered to be second only to the Loop as an amusement Centre,



The new elevated station built i n 1925 for the Chicago Rapid Transit Company

and the North Shore& Milwaukee clectric railroad made transportation to the Uptown
entertainment centre even &asier,

" A city within a city" is how a reporter for the old Chicagoan newspaper
described Wilson Ave in 1927The street was bustling and lined with movie palaces, banks,
department stores, dance halls and delicatessens and the sidewalks were crowded with younj

sters and old men sitting on benches.

In the period after World War 1 another building boom occured, most significan

tly in West Rogers Park( or Not=rthtown) ., By the early 30's transportation improved,
amd the streets were paved. The Depression checked any further growthon the north side

for several years and once new building resumed it was halted again by W W 11..Housing
was at a premium after the war abd many of the single-family dwellings were razed to
accomadate apartment buildings for the new younf families settling there.

The feeling today about the future of these north side neighbourhoods is an
optimistic one. Owner-occupancy is again becoming common, yound couples are investing
in lod buildings and refurbishing them, and buildings that five or tem years ago were con
demned o r left to suffer through the years with little or no repair are suddenly getting
a face lift.

Chicago has lonf had the reputation of "being the cighthat workd" and as we
watch other cities, smaller in size and population buckle under a multitude of problems—
particularly less city services for higher property taxes, it makes sense that
Chicagoans are putting faith back into the city,

How the ICA has worked in Uptown.

The ICa began its work in reformulation of local communities on the west side of Chica
ago in 1962, Their interest has been focused arounghgpyj;qg enable a community to geta
hold of vision and what it blocking that vision andscreate some resolvegﬁtgﬂgggl with
the blocks. We have worked in the 9°°&31€f£ci381€f¥§ﬂ§iaﬂgla nd &gfkiaéeigéégﬂgraggngggp {

there 1is a group
oghégf wggfgﬁggsrhood on the move.

This building is yhe International Centre of the ICA- It is the gift
of the Kemper Insurance Company, and was given to us to support the ongoing work of
our staff Our job here is to euppest—the—to be sensitiv#  to the neighbourhood~—
we are concerned with consulting, training, and research- we work along side of a
small group who have their hopes and dreams pf Uptown, many only recently arrived-
they are constantly asking what is needed for the future. In 1972 the Uptown Guild
was formed- the people who make it up are semi-skilled workers and have a vision
of engaging in their community;s renewal, and develop a link between agencies with
their staff and the local people they know that Uptown is a great placglﬁpxgive and a
are interested iwN social improvement like health; There are 4 main ments the
Guild takes respomsibility for-
abiamaithe ot
1. The Valentines'" Day Ball- This is a way of recaptuting the heritage e st
IllinoisIt is held at the Aragon Ballroom It was inititated to deal with the sense of
rootlessness and restlessness which prevails 500 people came the first year it was
held, and 2000 were there last year. There is a working committeee of 60 peoplewho
help put the Ball togetherThey contact Block clubs, temples Churches, they are out
to demonstrate that you need not be victim Praps you might take i“#&%ﬁ&ﬁf' raps not
They have found the Ball is one way to pull people from across the imdey of Uptown.
It seems like the Agencies cant get together The ball is a way to remind ptople that
there are plenty of peopel to care forand how to be positive rather then divisive.
2. Christmas. is a day of festivities and carolling. The city of Chicago has a Christ
mas parade, people work as asterring committeeThe parade goes from the Uptown Theatre
dowm Lawrence to the Christmas Tree and home for lunch carolling on the waythere is
something for everyone 500-7&#n in the Church a couple of # L dliids iy O (1L 0GP ol
fransi auij j ’Lugiyf [ ca f\%ffn Aoz - - — Y@um’u o-é&p LA tove Udflvf\/;ffﬁ(kff —./-&e_%.
3. Clean -Up. in the spring cant have too many of these! Hull Jﬁgﬁse Block clzbélwork
with Aldermen :

4. Festival people working together Edgewater and U.C,C, ubmella gare group part of
its function is fund raising 6mths work to put it on beforehand so many people have



come forward nominated through groups There has been an upsurge of block glug%:in relation
to safety and in half way institutions victims of muggings variety of ‘ around
police departmen:zare very responsive-redistributed last March(last Spring there were
block clubs Kenmore United some people just introduced themsleves What can we do? What
process do we follow in emergencies? police have been more than helpful-call on community
relations officier "anything you need calll on me'" Officier Sullivan on Lawrence(yagrantg
know situation helping link up the services something already here in the communityzpeopl
(dont know their services to reach the people.

Future of Uptown.

You can see what might happen-international racial redevelopment going on Housi
ing for large families Mid/low income Housing bedroom community will continue uprooting
but precint money .77 900 south side fires displacement redevelopmet per se how figure
out consensus super developed neighbourhood not only be a povety pocket/
low incone/ high income

loy/ middle income flexibility economically a signal community to the world in termSpses
of the future real creativity and dedication we care for this community together that
much care,
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] /;7, Uptown Learnings Draft October 14, 1979

The year 1973-74

The vear of strategic beginnings. The year of forming the Guild,

There was a depth analysis of the communitv, discerning the challenges and
setting the directions of the experiment. Many events showed a strategic
approach to starting up, even to measuring the size of potholes, The

Guild was at a very formative stage. The meetings were occasional. There
was care at every meeting to get every detail correct, and depth reflection

afterwards by the post. The minutes were circulated,

Visible Community Events

Initial Data Analysis - Overall Surveys
The Guild's Symbolic Beginnings
Religious Communities Contact

Visible Community Events. 1973-74 saw the initial events to impact the

community. Some of these were visible public occasions and some were
awakenment and training events.

A car-part cafe was held on Saturdav evening in July, 1974 in the parking lot,
A community day was held in September, with a parade along Sheridan Road.

The first Uptown Community Festival was held in July of 1975. 1,000 peoﬁle
attended, The carpart was emptied of vehicles, and the guests saw seven
international musical acts, performed on a flat-bed truck, Seven local
restaurants sold food from booths made of lumber and canvas,

In Devember small groups of children and a few adults went Christmas caroling
in each ward,

Two Lens Courses were held: one during the Global Research Assembly, and one

in October at a hotel in suburban Chicago. Uptown people attended these
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courses, and afterwards three followup meetings wers held, leading to

L}

ife (:iid's bagginnings in Junes

A Ioczl Cormun ity Conwecation was hsld attandad By 9& local rasidents;
thay identified koy commmity issues and described 4 tactics, each heving

five conxmnentse

\VInitial Data Analvsis n tho early days widespread surveys were hold

across the cornmnity of Uptowne ‘These swrveys includad the following

arenas: Pre—school analysis July 1973
Physical services survey July 9 1973
Contimiing analysis by post, through Qur IT 1573
Staff P51 on economic develcpment Jan 1,12 1974
Nursing Homes in Uptcwn Jan '74

Uptovm data bock cE S '73
Uptown 5 Project ook
Eld=rs" proposal, Cec 1873
THese survays set a context for the staff Prchlem sol7ng tnits held

in January and Bebruary 1974 which focussed cn the economic and

educatiznal acvenase

\ 'I're ‘Cuildss Begimings In 1573 a saries of pos £~LENS rectings wexre
field from July to October, oul. of wl'xia;u theGuild was born in "piowne
At the same timesmme rituals for the symbolic 1life of the Guild were
created, vhich were later refine . Basic Methods training for
the Cuild was held in March 1974, 'This was how “he: Uptown 5 Snild |

.-
vas startede

" Religicus Couemities Contact The initdal éate collectirg regarding

the 'state of being" of the 43 varicus exdisting religiows cawmunities,

was donz &n tha forms of a clergy luath (May '74), galaxy drch
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Field visit and anlalysis, (July '73- Mar '74), together with a
n6-1 (Otr II, 1974} which provided the iniitjel contact with th»2

. s M
religicus groups,

-y Ao geion S e ul> st & "
TS T

The Yesr 1574~ 7% .
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The year of laying the focunlations of Community Activities and of

broad participarion in Conmnity achivities.

The Year of the Cuild Grounded in the Community Programs

There was an intonsive thrust on elders; one single grant of $150,000
(e} others), led to the holding oS 2§ LENS coursas for e¢lderss 'This
Wes addressing oursclves to the largest and most ckvious engment Of
the popillat:ion; We allowed, or stimulated, participaticn of leders,

ard this particijation then brought off the eventse '
Tris vear we had a focus, after so~iting around last years
73 well as the elders there was ahousing, and Workdays.

The open-aiz calebrstion (in Juig) was & key sign becauss thep
participatisn showad 2o all that the cormunity had picked this up, it

had qgone heyond oursalives,

The Minipaks were depe, one in every Warde 'Thic started the other
Houses doing them, s
.

>gt:z¢tezgic Flders' Impact

Commmuni bty Work days

BrboXyving Training through Planning
owmity Inmpact through Celebrative Events
Tow Meeting

Werk with Tocal Chwrches
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Comumity Irpact through Celsbrative Bvents Dasing this year the full

program L of corwunity Zelebrative evenis wes established by starting

two more, centinmuing tww held in 1973-74, ard beginning the "Voice"

e first Valertine Day Ball for elders was hel@ in “he Aragon Ballrocm
on February 11 1974,THe lcneliness of the elders and handiwzpped peowle
was replaced by conpanionghip end ;oyz "(Carrunity cleanups are

descriked in a separate paragrg®h) Christras carolling was held again

in Deceber, , s ?? followel by a celebiation at the Pesples' Chuarch. ? ?

Tre second community Festival was held in June, o

LU

The fivst cooy of
The"Voice of Uptwen" was fisxck pro duced in March 1975, with local rews and

descriking the engagemant of Uptown Guilderse 'Issued monthly, it was
distributed to every Howseholds 'The conts were horne prirarily by the
Institute thougn inccme was received frem local advertiserse 'This
publication cane to be the trauspereacy in deseribing the encagerent

of the Uptown Guilders, '

e

CComrmniity Work—days Another signal event was launched in /april

1675, initiated by the miraclep planning sessicns in January 1975, &nd
followed by work-days in all the wards in June 1975, ‘Minidarks were
made in each wards, "Workdays continue to enable the vhole commun ity

of Uptown to wark togethars
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‘Stratefiic Elders Inpact A specific arphasis was taken with the
<lders in this year; By thelr participation and wisdome

The fixst Valentine Eall was h=2ld in Fekriary, togzilier with 25 LENS
conrasses, 2lders’ luncheons, and staff luncheons for thosa working vith
eld=rs, ' Financial support was $3156G,00G from

end $1,500 Znu the Centinental Bark Zor work with the comunity's =lders,
On tke cre hand the woirk FEEAAIAEASAHAAA  OF the elders was to provide
the possikbility of the elders idertificeticn with Jptewn, and on the

encage

wther was o them in ooncrete comurity events,

kY

EbocCyirg Trainivg throagh Plannirg The year began with the firrst

Victozy velbbration as well as the trassition to the Guild,
follmwed by irtensive regular traini nG-in the form of planning, Focasising

on the Primal Canmwinity Sonsult, which initiated tha Houseng PSU as

one aspect of camprehensive integrated megiememre ro-developmente
& Tcwn Meeting was held ir Uptown 5 in Octcber 1974 with participants,

(00~ was this the Kawpar City M2? - IS 50, nO paace in this docurent??)

work viith the Local Caurches Was contiued with a clerqgy lunc-ecn

which et a faw times ir Fall and Winter 1978, One RS-1 (the second in
Uptowr:) was held in Qtr IV of 1975 (April or May), 'After this time,
he formal relationships were atf a low levet betiieen the Institute €

Guild, «i¥l the car cregations of the local church in Uptcym,



The Year 1975-76

Creative Opportunities and Participation

The Guild's Effectivity
Elders' Activities

Community Annual Celebrations
Miracle Events

Businessmens' Cooperation
Intensive Impact

The Guild's Effectivity. In the year the Guild's effectivity was carried

out through creating the Guilders' Covenant, publishing the list of Guilders'
rituals, making current the data on Uptown, designing the weekly format for

Quarter Iv, and holding the Second Uptown Guild Council in September of 1975.

Elders' Activities. The second arena for this year was that of the Elders'

activities which included the holding of the Second Valentine Ball, the

initiation of the Elders' Node, and the organization of the Elders' Home Data /7Fw
On qu(/ctf)o(’:‘w i e e7~gu allawd regira.
Book, 1In September 1975 a report by the elders was made as the Guild! '\x/&n AR

V\.L(CLI/S\S LleTe 'h.(.uL th e m(l) /4// ~e CIJW; Q aploun (L) Z/c(‘?’r,s /(ompg Zzl 5;_)(]"

S

Community Annual Celebrations included Christmas Carolingy/ the '76 Valenti&e :jzgfio

] C»t/t.’(:)/ (A).A,':,)
Ball, the 1976 Summer Festival, and the December Uptown ‘Five Congress,

S é’/f‘l/a(i"_"
C 3((?( m”».
as well as the regular monthly production of The Voice,

Miracle Events., Included in this were three Clean-Up and Plant-Up Days-—-in

April, May and June of 1976, a sodding project in June, 1976, a Ward Miracle
Day November 1975 when five playlots and mini-parks were created with in-kind

materials



Businessmens' Cooperation occurred through the establishment of the

Argyle Improvement Association, in which at least 10 stores were painted,

as well as benches and planters. Trees were also planted on that day,

and streets were cleaned--all this was done with the help of the businessmen

of the community. A Businessmens' Guild was formed, and met from October

to December in 1975. During Aug 1975 they created a framing list of

all businesses and leadership in Uptown

Intensive Impact, was carried out through holding a Town Meeting at McCormick

Boys' Club, a LENS course, an Open House. a Hello Neighbors Day and = Clergv

Collegiums were held through 1975 to November 1976.

into eld !
elders’ homes and the business district including the lobby of the

Uptown N
P ational Bank. The Valentine Ball for elders was held again. The

F
estival for 1976 was coordinated by Richard Keiser. a Guild member

Environmental Improvement Events /(Miracle Events) /

were a major emphasis

this
year. In November five small parcels of land, (one in each Ward)

were cleared. cleaned and pl " !
planted as '"mini-parks", The intention was to

dramati
ze the possibility of space care and improvement. Clean~up and Plant
-up

Days we
y re held in each ward in the spring. Grass sod was obtained and sold

for 70¢ pe
per yard to .. residents. In May a Plant-up day put #n flowers



THE YEAR 1976-77

The year of webbing the community guild., The Guild was called upon to

coordinate the summer's festivities of rallies, parties, a parade and a festival.
As Fall approached, their work became more intense as they planned the Evanstdn
Tovn Meeting event, the Symbol Impact Day, Christmas Caroling, plus beginning
preparation for the Valentine's Ball. Winter found them focussing on the Ball,
but also including creating future plans, Spring was the most full, with 31 organ-
izations on the Steering Committee to plan Baautification, a convention booth,

and sending two Guilders to the Global Academy, Meanwhile the Voice was printed.

MAINTAINING COMMUNITY EVENTS
GUILD MATURATION

SPECIAL IMPACT EVENTS
EVANSTON TOWN MEETING
OBJECTIFYING THE LEARNINGS

Maintaining Community Events appeared to be the major thrust of the year,

beginning with the Christmas Caroling'Evening on December 17 with 200 gatheeed,
and 150 of those who walked to five wards to sing Christmas songs, That was
followed by the Valentine's Ball in February then Beautification Day on

May 14 (preceded by planning done by the Steering Committee) The vear

ended with a Festival on June 30. Throughout that year The Voice continued

to be published and distributed throughout the community.

Guild Maturation. Evidences of the maturation of the Guild can be reviewed

by recalling three major events: two in the fall and one in the summer at the
end of the program year, The first took place on August 31 in which the
group held a planning workshop, in which they feviewed their past vear and
produced a 21 point plan that emerged from their accomplishments and

ensuing issues Then on the 12 of October they did more concrete planning.
and decided to initiéte 20 programs which were published on a timeline.

Their victory celebration took nlace at the end of the year, in Julv of 1977,



Special Impact Events also took place during that year. One unique forum.,
called a "Walkabout Forum™ involved Uptown residents visiting homes in the
community, and talking with local citizens about the needs of the community.
to discern the citizen's concerns. Another special day was called
"Symbol Impact Day" in which 5,000 badges and 1.400 symbols were distributed
in one day., At this event they received gifts of $350 plus a donation of
cups for refreshments. Both of these events took place in the Fourth

Quarter, 1977,

The Evanston Town Meeting was a highlight of the year. Twenty persons from

the Community attended the Town Meeting, which for the residents was also a
training event in which they saw themselves learning how to help lead in
Town Meetings. After the affair they returned to Untown for a reflective
conversation on their day. This event took place in the fall of the program

year,

Objectifying the Learnings was an important part of the vear; a report was

made in December of 1976 in which they reflected on the Symbol Impmact Day.
This .as followed by an evaluation of the February Valentine's Ball., Of
more magnitude was a report on the entire year of 1976-77, called The Primal
Community Experiment Report, in which objective data, breaklooses, trends,
and possibilities were printed in a document that was contained in three plus

pages.



The Year 1977 78

Impact Towards Participation

Local Groups Impact

Guild Continuation -

Communitv Events by Extending Responsibilitv
Other Groups Sponsored Events

Local Groups ImpactiDuring this year in emphasis was made in impacting the

local groups, such as the youth through the Community Youth Forum»in December,

1977 and the Guardians' Luncheon on March 23, 1978,

Guild Continuation. This was carried on through the regular Voice publication

and distribution. the Victory Celebration in July of 1978, participation in
the Fourth Valentine's Ball, a trip to Fifth City, and by holding weekly

Guild Meetings.

Community Events bv Extending Responsibility. This was carried on by a

number of activities which were acted out this year through Community Events.
A steering Committee report on the methods used at their meetings was pub-
lished. a Valentine's Ball report was made, and the Department of Human

Services decided to sponsor the Northside Festival in July of 1977,

Other Groups Sponsored Events. Two events shat may be called major events

were the Foot Patrol on Argyle Walk in June, 1978, and the Seventh Easter

Service which was held at the Lake on Foster Beach in March, 1976.
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The Year 1978-79

More Involvement in Community Concerns

Weekly Guild Meetings
Improved Participation in Community Events
Special Interest Forums

Weekly Guild Meetings were held throughout the year, with yearly planning that

took place in September, 1978,

Improved Participation in Community Events hapoened through the holding of

the Fifth Valentine's Ball, through the seasonal celebration on December 16,
1978, the Edgewater-Uptown International Festival, and the continuation

of the distribution of The Voice throughout Uptown Five,

Special Interest Forums. A major effort was made in the holding of a Block

Club Town Meeting, an Elders' Town Meeting, a Community Youth Forum at the
Boys Club, and a Global Womens' Forum at the International Training Center

in December of 1978,



