ARSOLUTTON FOR THY CHURCH™

Collcgium, October 21, 1969 -=by Josgph %;'%atthcws‘

T lcarn~d just rceently that a colleguc at the New York City rcligious Housc
works at the Board of Missions., Onc of the things he has roportcd is that the people
on the Mission Beard of tho lethedist Church arc quict and in despair. This under-
scorcs for me the inbuition that the cstablishcod Church is in ncced of absolution,
And that, finally, thc only pcoplc who can provide that for the cstablishcd Church
is the movemental church,

Ttvce wondercd, as I'm surc many of you have, just how this was donc in the
wholc sweep of history. For if the Church is to be the dynamic among the latent
church, the sstablished church, and the movemental church, thon the movemental
church has beon providing this asp ¢t of the dynamic from the very beginning of the
Pcoplc of God, or of thc Ieaguc. Though the movemental church somctimes is hiddene-
and in terms of the cyes of the world and the other dynamics of thc church, non=
cxistent--thore are particular times when the movemental church actually pronounces
absolution. Morc and morc Ifm convinced this is not donc by an hing said, but by
action, which is fundamcntally beinge

Ttm not quitc clcar on how to get this said, put in the timcs of crisis when
the cstablished church is in despair, then the movemental church, in the cconomy
of God, bccor s overt; and it becomes overd in a way that is not obscrvablc in the
sense of being able to say, "Io, horel Lo, thore ' I've ofttimes said that I
thought Vatican II rcally startcd in the midst of Vatican I in the 1870f's. But in
the 70's and the 180fs, and cven the first part of this contury, no onc could
obscrve the movemental arm within the Roman Catholic Church that finally produccd
Vaticsn II. Whon the movementy or the movemental church, bogins to cmerge from
underground or out of tho ctcrnal womb of the cstablishcd church, therc comes a
time in which it has to raisc a flag and make itsclf known. There comcs 2 time
in which it has to make a dceision about itsclfy to begin to make itsclf a part
of the cstablishmont, though that might take 500 ycars, 100 years, 1,000 ycars.
And in that move, overtly making itsclf a part of the cstablishment, it pronounccs
absolution upon thc cstablishment,

This, I think, is what is bchind our slow movc to boeeome the Order. Cur time
tzblo calls for it--no ono knows whother or not such timetables arc the way God
intends history to move--but our timctable calls for that %o happen in 1972,
There is 1little doubt that things have happencd in the world, particularly in thc
cstablishcd church, that causc onc to roflcet upon the fact that maybe that time
line nceds to be specded up--not nccessarily any kind of a final move in this
dircetion, but beginning to put up the flag.

T want to cmphasizc that what I suggestcd previously as the fundamental cdge
of the spirit problem in our time, in our mriicular moment , is the dgathqurgc‘a
Perhaps I ought to repcat that the death-urge as a spirit problcem is nover whon
things arc collapsing. When the structurcd world in which you and I livc is going
to picecs, then is manifost the life-urge., That is only spiritualizcd or radicalized
when you stick your fist through it and cmbracc your dcath, HNow that twist is Jjust
crucial-~I want to rocmphasize thate3 When the death-urge comcs when lifc is filk d
full, and you stick your fist through the deoath-urgc, there you find the lifc-urgc.
That dynamic is within thc wholc movemental dimension of the Church, to the degrec
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that it is authentic in refleceting at any given timc the mood of mankind at largc,
Onc cannot say that to themsclves too froquently. This is onc thing mcant by
trusting your intuitions--that the movemental arm of the Church is a roflcction of
the spirit-mood of man at krge inside and outside the Church 2t any given time.

In order to rceoive itsclf in history afrcsh, the cstablishment is now in
nced of the sign being raiscd by the movement in thoe world manifcsting its intcntion
to become 2 part of the cstablishment for the next thousand ycars., That's sticking
your fist through the death-urge and finding 1lifc. It is always thc rcd-hot 1ife
of possibility.

The new missionary movement has alrcady taken placc in the world. It is protty
obvious that the great contury of the Church--the 19th cenbury, which took the
gospcl goopraphically to the wholc world--is now gonc. That is, of coursc, part
of thc dospair of the cstablishmont. But the spirit man of thc world has beon
raiscd up afrosh, and the spirit mor cment within the dynamic of tho Pooplc of God
has meant spirit men throughout the wholc world, This is why our intornational
program has moved forward with such great rapidity, 1 do not think that 10 or 15
years ago anyone could have drcamed of the possibilitics at hand, Certainly the
mission boards of the various denominations in this country could never have dreamed
of ity for in the last 20 ycars thoy saw thc handwriting upon the wall--thoy saw the
cnd of the great missionary decade that put a capstone upon the 19th contury,

Wow, the cnly thing that eould stop ds - from moving forward to creatc a spirit
movement across the world is, first of all, forces, and sccond, funds. With the
increascd overscas work, the hope for threc intcrnational academics, the roturn
to thc local congregation (Rcturn: Eeclesia), and the incrcascd momentum of the
Sth City work, the demand for incroascd funding is with us.

Within Developmont there nccds to be a full-fledged projcet~producing body of
people; and, what Pierce called the image-makers within our group. They have gob
to be backcd up now by a broad rcscarch dividion. You can scc that if that heppens,
thon the mansgoement and finances of our group must bocome an indcpendent division
in itsclf, with morc pcoplc placcd within that bodye.

The time has also come whon we must build a global board--a board of consultants
out of the eivil forces and the Church forces across the worlde Without that, the
kind of momcntum our program has taken cannot rcally bc realizcde



