e ey
~ - P

CARACAS ITI HOUSE CHURCH S s

Week I SYMBOLIC REPORTS

RS-I Dby George Archer

This afternoon, as I was preparing this report, I looked out of ny

* 'window and I saw some. teenagers practicing mountain~climbing ... -

down into the valley, up to the top ... down into the valley, up
to the top ... and I thought: this is what we ‘are'about, this: is

‘what we 'are doing; we are practicing mountain-climbing! ‘We haVe-

come up to the top of the .mountain.(by-the:power of the unkown) *
and we have met here some friends -- Rudolph Bultmann, Paul PilX¥ich,
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, and H,.Richard Niebuhr. I .Sayy let's ¢call- -
them by their first namés gs.they .stand present and-accountable =-
‘Rudolph, Paul, Dietrich, andRichard -- in.fact, anyone who- puts

RN

on His pants one leg-at &:time must be .a friend! .: .
Rudolph ...

Y When.ﬁe:Wefe»studyimg Bultménh, I ‘could not helﬁiﬁut"remem-
ber my friend Moe, who was with me at the University. Moe would

.8ay:to me: "George, your God s too soft!" ... "My God is a Rock!"

This friend Ruddph has told us what God is all about and has shown

"us a God who evokes our 'longing for the true and beautiful',.our
'desire far love' ... our 'idea of duty' -- a God who is 'the voice

of our conscience' which tells us how small and wretched we are and
who 'drives the guilty to torment', ... yet 'forces. man into life.
and drives him into care' -- 'the enigmatic power'! --- I guess
you tried to be as polite as possible in your description of Him,
but we did end'up by saying.some pretty terrible,dirty things about
this God ... _ S ‘ ‘ -

And then we met our friend Tillich, == Paul. "I remember the .story
I heard about Paul, how he was called upon to give the benediction .
at a wedding and started off by saying: "In the name of the Father,
and .of the Son and the Ghost." o L L

Paul: told us we are, or rather "you are accepted". Of course, you
must remember that he also told ‘us that we cannot do anything for -
it or about it. -- A - :

Before us now -- and for my Spanish speaking friends I shall state
it as my friend Esteban has taught me to say: "mira el obstéculo
que estd plantado delante de ti" -- let us look at that wall, and
we will do it the way John has taught us. And we are going to hit
that brick wall, and we are going to rock back and forth, and we
are going to hit that wall as hard as John hit it for us. -- So
let us do it together. Look ahead of you, focus ahead, look at
your obstacle, whatever it is, -- and when you hit it, do not move
«ees Just feel the rhythm. --- One ... two ... three .. Bang -- '
Ready: one ... two ... three ... BANG ,.. Do not move ... Do not
move, for your broken shattered body lies in the dust, and only by
His grace can you be raised up again. Amen.
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PEDAGOGY TUTORIAL by Maria Luisa Fernandez Rivera

o - During- this past week we tried many interesting experiences.
One. of these is: the work -in the pedagogy group. Here we' talked’
about the meaning of church today, the role of a priest in & real
situation, andthe words we would write on our own tombstone. These
made us think about the mystery of life and particularly ours as
Christians. Just sitting around the table with pastors,. priests,
-nuns, teachers <= from the Caribbean, South America and Central
America, was really something wonderful for me.’ We shared expe<-
riences with each other ‘and we realized that each one is very. con-
cerned about the: problems of life Ttoday. By sharing our expe-
riences, we feel that we are not ‘alone’ in this world. o

Even though the English of some of us was inadequate, we
have learned.a lot from this kind of experience. We are able now
to lead small groups of people to talk about community life pro-
blems, giving each one the opportunity to reflect ontheir own lives.

' T thank the leaders of theipedagogy groups;~ They aré‘doing
a good job.. ' R : . - R

CS}I;_by Isabel Yanase

‘I am going to talk very briefly about what happened to us
in the Cultural Revolution course this past week. . '
1 wish to thank God for sending me to be here in the ITT,
not to enter into a dream but. to experience the deep reality of '
our lives. We are gathered from different places, to get to know
each other, to exchange idecs and to take in new knowledge that
permits us to change our own self, In my case, what has happened
is that my images of the past and the present will never be the
same again. When I go back to Peru, I will share.the knowledge I
have gained with my whole life. - o ‘
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" Membership

DDCLEBIOL% I - Celest.Reinhart

.

It is becoming a relaxing time of day. le come to our

" Eeelesiola

at 6 I I, after a tiresonme day

of study, seminars,.

questions and

can share our human realities - our feelings, our fatigues on a

more personal

too much input. e

level.,

cane to asmaller group’ and we

!le come to know "who belongs" - their names, their parti-
cular qualities or the uniqueness of cach nember, that which
describes.them as "special', : B L
.7 Having had this experience of. "at-homeness" in my licclesiolal,
‘I can somehow go out fortified to the large crowd, v

INformal Spirit Conversations -

N The conversations about -the ordinary daily experienceés of
Iife, e.g. tragic figures, teachers, tgught me  that ‘all of us . have
“ similiar experiencedé ~ hurman and common o0 us all, Daily expéerien—

ces of the past have made me the person I am today. They scemed
insignificant then and often I did not realize that I
them - but are they insignificant? i/ho am today? How am I
~inflvernicing the future of others by my seemingly insignificant
contacts with them? . o o

Secular-Religious .rercises . : ' ,

. The exercise on meditation: who is in your meditative
council? Who helps you malke decisions? ‘ho would you lilke to have
on your meditafive council? ‘The answers I truthfully give tell me
a lot about the reality of my life, o

.. Theexercise on Poverty - the attachmehts and detachments
I found within myself., ' ' '

Ny reality is t:at I am a poor man,

reality or am I escaping that human reality, I am an effective
person -.an effective wprd-carricr ~ not becauvse I have read a
certain book with lots-of good ideas, or beccause I have certain
beliefs or a discipline but because I have secen and .touched and felt
life as a real, daily and concrete experience and I am honest with
-that reality. L S B . .

. [ In the Kazantzakis study, I find myself standing before the
heaviness and the confusion of the day while a’ mystery within me
cries: "Don't just stand there, do something!" o :

Do I live that bare

- -~ Panm
. e L et ¢ et

was even in X
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‘ésiifafy Office

Becular images such as
create a mood within me,
that the world places upon
about the way that I as an

Me.

"music, candle, rock, readings"
In my sokitude, I exnerience the demands:
I hear a call to be "serious™
individual respond to that demand,

Hy partigular call and’ reavonse. reminds me of the basic

qualities of the people of
the deeps, we stand alone.

We are-.solitary.
Do & dare? o

ECCLJSIULA.II ~ Graciela de Hereera

Corporate life in .lcclesiola IT has
and fruitful,
of it.

Last Thursday we were doing .some..rea
written by a Greek man,

ferent part of.pur century,.
.thing unique happened.
The reading was

ding-
first published in 1927,
belonged to a different culture than most of us,

God who made a difference - that in.

been most enriching

Therefore, I would like to refer only one aspect

from-a besk "
This man
and to a dife.

But wh en we opéncd.- the book, some-

more than a repular readins., It becanc

alive in the’'voices of members of our isceclesiola rroup. ‘e

heard the voice of the
voice of the lieart throuch a
secemed 2s if inside of us there was algo a s
place, our own heart and our own mind, relat
we face in our communities. S
/e could hear anguished cries of peonl
down a precipice, the crics of a mother, the
the oppressced indians in Latin imerica, and
search of people avare of their tasks, that
~deeply attached to wh at they.considered the
had found themselves alone and frustrated.

Hind with a human British accent,
dominican realtor,

and the
iAnd it also
trugele taking

ed to the reality,

¢ inside a bus going
desoeration of

the never ending
becatse.they were

ir responsability
eople that had.

also experienced detachment frowm . the boundaries of logical

ninds and fearful hearts, : :
A material object, a hool:, throush th
living transmitted the essence of an.existen

e wondeér of corporate

cial problem that .

wve face in relation to our historical backgrounds, but.21lso. in

the present confrontation o cveryday events,
__ Bitting there,. we could also victure

of this event, back in our local connmunities
a pending decision to take. 'The. free decisi
a way that we muld face: death in order to be
LAs we were reflecting on every sequen

the full realigzation of an immediate and ner
question encountered us. Jhat is 1ife all a
mean to be human? ‘¢ do not have the answer
that through the invisible vresence of other

—— o . - . . e

ourselves at the end
» With the weight of
on to live in such.
born to build, - .
ce of the meeting,
sonal crucial

bout? .Yhat does it
s Tthough we know

wcclesiola members

— -t -
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that also strupgle to find the way, we will be able to grasp and
fulfill the transcendent uniqueness of our human' existence, @ -

' Corporate life, we can anticipate, will help us to decide
freely, and to find our part within the global society that is'

‘building the future,

#CCLEsIOLA III - Cyril Ross

C On Honday evening I entercd .icclesiola with .joy. It was
the -end of a long and hard day. ‘fhis illusion wes soon dispelled,
Zeclesiola was not the end, it was the beginning of -our corporate
life ‘together, ‘ ' L - S s
" Our arrival each evening to .find ell things prepared for our
celebration was to remind us of our caring for each other, " ' -

4t first, the game, whrich introduced the Spirit Conversations
seemed childish but on. reflection we realized that through them
we began to kmow each other and alsb‘ourselves..‘ReflectingApnithe
New Relipious Hode exercise, we faced consciously our meditative
councils-and were challenged to test and question. these .councils,
Je'were also led to consider wvhere we food in relationship with the
things of this world.

e struggled with the description of the Spirit Journey.
: JYinally, in the solitary office we realized that:after all
is said and done--each one stands alone and accountablej-

~ le_have struzgled during the past week--wc have survived

to:strugpgle again durin- the present. e S e

This report is made in the name of Jesus the Christ,: . -

.oaon

IMAGIQAL SDUCATION - Ruth Palmer

Twelve days apgo--01d year's day--ilfew Year's cve as sone
call it--arovnd this time we were getting ready to celecbrate 1975,

Je are now in 1975 - 12 days have ¢ onc, and seven of those
twelve days were syend here at the ITI. 3omeone said this morning:
it seems like seven ycars! '

!lell, seven days, seven new years, have ¢ione by. IThey
were days, years, of scoaration: scparation from our beds at 5:00
A/M/  lhey were seven days, yecars, of pain: nain of a charted
existence. 'They were seven days, years, of an experience of care
and love., They were scven days, vears, of death and life.

This evening we are acain at another eve. Those seven days,
years, are gone. ifou remember the seven days of creation? God
finished his work. (n the cve of this now week, probably seven
more years, we dare to celebrate another ¢ ay (aunother year?).

The eighth day of creationi s coming. ‘e dare to say Y.i3 to ite
It is ours to celebrate. It is open to us. ‘'/e leave it open.
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THE URBAN TRIP by Andrea Merriman

Well, first of all, I think by the time Wednesday came. -
around we wereé all quité happy to get away from all of this, and
you know while some of us were thinking things like "down with
Sartre and to hell with Tillich" .... we were quite willing :to.get
into the city and squander some of our money, ‘buy expensive clothes,
eat expensive foods, that kind of thinkg,so there was no need to
get involved with whether or not "You are Accepted" or whether or
not I would dare to do, or somethink like that. Yes, when we went
into the city we were confronted with a certain reality, a rather
uneasy reality. For instance, Caracas is a city of contrasts.
There is so much and yet there are so many people living in such.
tiny shacks, and one felt as if one could never get away from it-
all. So there were Sartre and Tillich again nudging you and get-

.ting on your meditative council, and were forced to sit down and
think on.the whole situation.

I think, onfthe'whole most pebpie enjoyed the trib; Some
; of us,for instance, - were confronted by life in the big city for -

% the first time and to us it was a new experience. To others,

f they probably were accustomed to it and in a way there were reall&
no new insights. ' : S

. We visited the factory -- most of you remember that -- and
I think probably the most important thing that came out of it was -
\ thai I could look at this table cloth and I could feel it, and I

{ could appreciate what went into it. I could understand how those. -
:  workers stoocd there all day in the noise and in the dust and I
could think of the cotton also .. that so much has gone into it.

I think that now we are able to look at something and really appre-
ciate what has gone into making it.

Afterwards, when we split up, somec of us had a gay time e
and that was beautiful. : XS

T




