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The Practical Vision of the NSV

The first lecture on tactics dramatizes the practical vision that
emerged from Summer '71 in which the major point portrays society as a
dynamic process. It discribes the fact that scciety moves on the back of
the spirit of the people. It shows that a vision emerges from a com-
bination of the new anthropology and a new mythology, essential and
existential sociality the iibalnce, amd the comtwadtetioen | the proposal,
and the tactics. The vision is more that a picture or dream of a new
society; it is all of these together.

In the first place the creation of a new world arises out of the
human response to the radical future a1d the unknownedness of life
jtgself. The movement has been out to renew the ¢hurch tc renew the
world. Now that the Church is renewedwe must stand in it and renew the
world.( Church Experinent broguht cadres into being by renewing the
congregation. Now must bring congregaticns into being by renewing the
parish--not social action but cztalysis.) This means a move to transform
lives in a radiczl way. Therefora, we must articulate a practical vision
of the New Society. It means meeting the people of ‘the world on their
own grownds, to assume socioc-spiritual responsiblity for a hunk of
geography, not to it. The renewal of the world can only be done by those
who stand ap*t from society and its problem i, order to see what's needed
and propose what must be done.

Secondly, sociality is made up of those processes that take place
in life which are essential to humonnesses. These prcccsses are going-
onnesses that ave not synonomous with certain institutions. The pro-
cesses are all present within every institution or social wmit. Every
Every institution had those processes that sustain it in existence
(economic), that order its decisicn-making process (political), and
that bestow mezning on its particulor a ctivities (cultupzl).  These
processes are dynam’czily relzted to each other =4 to the wiole social
process. If one precces is malfumetioning the whols social process is
throuwn askew. This puts the social process out of balanca. This imbal-
ance is obviously there fior every cme at a fiven time. Todzy it is
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Thirdly, sociality is also the participation oF people in the social
process. No self-cowscious human can participate in sccinlity without

a posture relativa to vhat scciety is 21l zboui. Those whose posture

is entirely out of step with the curvent ccascisUs &re actual or

social psychotics. The trensestablishment are +hosz who articulate the
consensus of the age. Irom their vaatage point outsidz of society while
remaining wholly within society. They too walk the psychotic abyss,

they are weird ones who see who care. The ideology of our day is that
"1l the earth belongs to all the people." 'l:2 {ransesteblishment not only
articulates the ideolcgy but stands in it. Oely when you stand in the
ideology of the times do you see vhat is blocking the ideology from

being actualized in the current social structures. These blocks to the
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trend toward the new society form the contradiction of the times. There
is one, not -many. The articulation of these together with the process
and dynamics provides the human motivity for creaténg concrete practical
proposals of the NSV.

Fourthly, proposals do not follow logically or automatically. There
is a creative gap that must be leaped in order to see what must be done.
This is the creation of a moral deed in response to the pains and unknowns of
our day. What Summer 71 proposed was 1) Human mythology, 2) radically
new education 3) primal commmity 4) grassroots polity and 5) need-
oriented economic planning. When these proposals are created then it
is possible to dsvise the tactics whereby to execute what must be done.
These tactics giva a posture of the new sociegy, which is utterly necessary
to getting the action on the tactics. But this posture is not the
new society. Tho new society is what is created by virtue of the fact
that these tactics and not some others were done.
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/n analysis of society tarough the social nrocess triaarlec as a 4creen
pavenls thzt there has alravs Tacn £ dominance versus a collansn roine on
within the various diwensiorn of sociotv's Avmamics. Tais ~icture, hecause
it is a dynamic, is constantly shifting so we'll look at the picture today
and then describe some of the theoretical strategies necessary to define the
arenas of rebalancing social processes, this will lead us to the tactical
directions of how we, as the 'iovement of the People of God in history, catalyze
the needed actions that will explode every man 1o pick up responsibility for
creating the N.S.V.

When we use the social process triangles and look through man's history
we see that imbalances the way every society has shovm up. There were periods
in man's history when a social equilibrium was = reached for short periocds
of time and then a whole new era of social imbalance began where the tyrant
in society shifted to a different dimension and formerly dominant dimensions
collapsed.

In our time, the current imbalance has shifted since the last great
period of equilibrium, the Reformation. The economic pole has captured the
imagination and motivation of modern man, holding before him constantly the
symbols of the "good life". Because of economic dominance, the grassroots
have lost trust in the political dimension to adequately control the social
ills in society caused by economic needs that are reduced to certain "rich"
groups. Man, today, feels powerless, meaningless and empty in his search to
make sense out of the real malaise in society ‘because the cultural dimension
has totally collapsed. Education,family, religious institutions and local
communities have shown up as inadequate ways to handle the economic tyrannt
because they no longer are the ultimate meaning givers that control the complexji-
ties arising out of the structures build across the globe for man‘s personal

economic aggwandizement.

The 1st basic theore-tical strategy is to bring into being an inclusive
global symbology which will enable the demonatration of a corporate life style
required by the 20th century relatedness of our world where every age phase
and basic unit of society (family) (care institutions) participate in the mis-
sion of total society. The 2nd broad strategy is to rebuild a missional
style of every grassroots structure that will direct its energies toward
real social needs, seeing that society will be equipped with practical wis-
dom necessary to handle these needs and make sense of the rational activity
of man by allowing him to use it on behalf of. encc man will see his ultimate
concern is building a corporate way to deal comprehensively with the complex
interelated problems of the 20th century. The 3rd strategy is allowing the
new global style of local man to empower the political dynamic by channeling
prassroots decision-making to a focus for global consénsus.

The Wth strategy is to use the consensus wvhich will vedirect use of
earth's resources for all of civilization. : ) ’ :

Inbalances only give us an analytical tool by which we can grasp:.: .

PR TR

P N

v 4 -

L--.-.«-a« Coen g e




IMBALANCES LECTURE
-2-
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Societies have always been in state of imbalance - none is not - M.A:
Also some "social equililibrium", eg. classical China - Golden age"-also times
of radical imbalance need be dealt with. Need method - Tyrant dominates, uses
another (ally) to keep self in power and collapses 3rd. Our time: (go to
ond level.lg. politicdl ally-structures unable to respond to critical problems
All licse. cultural process has - no story regarding human - which suggests
that broad strategy of rebalance is to create new synbol system. Demand educa-
ation structure in perspective, wisdom tyrant. Once cultural regained needs
to empower polical. Then sincere return cultural and polical to turn society
gifts of economic outward. Thus, tactics are the next . Imbalances only
given us analytical tool. Grasp global local, what up against, what dangers
likely, define task and its context and current pclations in society. Finally
imbalance itself becomes a symbol of our current situation (predicament).
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‘¥ife itsdefinition, ' Into such a- ‘Given ‘&verymah comes.' '~ The ‘Givelt‘may

“the Present - in ‘the context of the old.- (LiCyL W) Such & Trend is

“is taking’ place within the ongoing life of the Given: Society {urbanization

;their bodles behlnd it to bring lt 1nto Belng, (Radical nght,’McCarthy)

¢

" Contradiction emerges out of the relatlon of the old to the new, :
The old Socxety is a given set of structures and common ways," out of é
which sprigs of the new begin to coalesce -- a trend, toward the new i
Society. Not headed toward some liberal ideal, but only a trend when it §
is named as such,. (for instance, the "Great Transition" in our day) and :
when a group of people put their bodies behind it to bring it into F
being. “Then the trend meets the old Society, and finds itself blocked
by the old, This is what we call the contradiction. The new will only
come ‘@about-as the contradiction is removed, allowing the old to.move
toward the new. Contradictions are discerned by analy81s of trends, '
manifested in both positive and negative aspects, and by articulating the
malfunétions in. the old society either as overactive or underactive -
procesSes. ‘Proposals are then projected over against the Pro-establ-
ishment in the malfunctions, and against the Dis-establishment in the
trends. On the-basis of these contradictions, proposals are created.
The - éurrent contradiction in the symbolic arena is the reductionism of
what humanness is to shallow, scientific explanations of man. In
wisdom, the contradiction is the irrelevance of educational structures
to the current needs, since they are based on a technologlcal, rather

T

than a radical, image of education. In style, man's community life 13 .

reduced to an 1nd1v1duallsm which minimizes engagement in Society. I
the political dimension, the eentradiction is the lack of a globally-
consensed understanding of the welfare of man, which is due to the

1" ekclusion of loeal man from the processes of decision-making. The'’ B

ecoromie’ contradiction is productlon-orxented, piecemeal planning.--
What contradictions do in the tactical arena is to bring them down

to hard reality, Sentimentalism cannot be permitted here. Finally,
there is only one contradiction, articulated 77 ways. In tactical
terms, ‘one"is out to do d great number of thlngs in ‘order to ‘move the'
ofte contradlction. To state ‘the contradiction is to articulate’ ‘the
jhdgment upon” ‘orie 's -6wn ‘seocial partlcipatlon. ‘We dre hot’ flghtlng
any’ particular symptoms, people or soclal structures ‘hHépe, "in that the
‘contradlction: is an”abstraction, or a’ ‘Tocus, of ‘& whole serigs oF !
prdblems. “Contradiction ‘emérge out of the relatlonshlp of ‘the: dld
soc1ety Yo theé reéognizable trends that are beglnnrng to cb}ec€TF§
the‘direction” of the future. Society, ‘at’ any ‘moment, is a -Given setH
‘of~operational ‘structires.-and icommon ways vhilch ‘bind,’ order, and “give !

el

be conceived of as‘heérthy and. adequate, or it may be in ‘a’ ‘state ‘of Flux -
it i, tevertheless, the objective arend in- which ‘1ife is experided.
Always:, ‘at various degrees of 1ntensrty, “thépe is 'in this glven‘eertaln .ﬁ
discernable trends ‘that ‘may or ‘may not beé ‘supported by the Given Soczety
- (image) - the trend is the way in which ‘the future manifest itg€lf in

‘bivithed: by 'the o0ld ‘and ‘as-‘a’ trend it standS-overagaanst the' old. A f
trend- is not some ideal, but a hard, practical Social reality.'that ]

V

obj~trend’” ' (- soc1o-flesh) A “trend can be Pecognized as’ such when'it is
named- (Long hadead Post war reconstructlon) and when ‘a ‘group-:of ‘people- put:

b
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"THE IDEOLOGY AND THE CONTRADICTION"
Page two

structuring themselves in such a way that they embody the trend within
the context of the old.

When the trend toward the future meets the old Society Given and
finds itself blocked by the old a contradiction if objectified. The
new can only come about as the contradiction is removed. Thus giving
the old permission to be impacted by the trend which creates the future
direction of the whole Society. (U.S. Revolution - trend toward Self-
Gov., embody - patriot, birthed - no politic/English -
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Our times demand actional statements which respond in an integrated and systematic
fashion to the human suffering in ow time, allowing action to effectively renew the
whole social process. 77 of these, built to respond to the root problems behind par-
ticular social blocks to the new, are plotted into clusters of a common focus, valenced
by their importance, and thus become the raw data for a tactical system and it's
supportive manuals, permitting societal renewal to begin an integrated thrust across
groups of local men in any situation.

I Our times demand actional proposals that call for a unified series
’ THE of deeds by which all of the prcblems can be transformed into an aval-
, anche of social renewal.
PROPOSAL
STANCE
t In Summer '71, the Spirit Movement developed 77 such proposals, which
: THE artistically pull together the needed actions of our times into an
.; interlocking network. The tertiary proposals, as most specific, are
CREATION included in the 16 secondaries, a more general grouping, which focus
into the 4 primary proposals, and the single paramount proposal.
PROCESS Creation of such a network allows 20th Century man to respond to the
comprehensive needs of his time as a moral human being.
Proposals are built to focus attack upon the problem behind a manifes-
THE tation of social collapse, by calling for the aszistance of another
process. These attack focii are plotted into similar clusters, valenced
PROPOSAL by their importance and articulated into a nexus of 5 necessary social
directions.
AGENT
Proposals are implemented through direct demonstration, indirect
' THE recontexting, direct education, and parish tactics. These strategies
; are enacted in a local, regional or even spherical context through the
»  TACTICAL grounding of onds particular situation in the particular societal rela-
: tions in which a propocsal cluster calls for action. On the basis of
IMPIEMENTATIN | this grounding, one engages in the tactical system, most often through
: the parish.
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Our times demand actional statements which respond. in an integrated and
inclusive fashion to the human suffering in our time, allowing action to effec-
tively Penew the whole social process. Seventy-seven of these, built to respond
to the root problems behind particular social blocks to the new, are plotted
into clusters of a common focus, valenced by their importance, and thus become
the raw data for a tactical system and its supportive manuals, permitting
societal renewal to begin an integrated thrust across groups of local men in any
situation, but particularly in their parish configurations. They will be held
before the unifying vision of a five-point nexus statement of the proposals.

Ow times have moved beyond protest, to the point of requiring that
practical steps be articulated to allow local men to move against the social
collapses of our day in corporate fashion.




