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‘Keep the Sense of Wonder' - e

In the begmmng there were no

. English courses. In fact, the En-
| glish language is barely a thou-
sand years old. As I understand

' it, anything we call a “course”
always began as a response to a

-life gquestion. I suspect math was
. invented to. deal with questions
. like “How mai:s'r sheep drowned -
» “Can we reach

‘in the flood?” or
the river by sundowu?" or “When
will the rains come again?’ The

) &L

. by scouts meetmg strangers and
- eldérs telling stories to inform

i *upressmg then' aifechon or
i t'he:r ontrage. And g0 it is with
'ansr course of study. It represents
‘a particular dimension of human
‘_prpblem-solwng and
_ throughout’ hxstory..
i In the ‘20th century on the p1a-

m our ways o£ knowmg. ‘Memo-

Ba.of énotlier

fer, the 'pnet, the journalist, the
: .éxamatmt,v the - story—-teller,
B interpreter the crme, and the e
. searche

study of 'language ‘was mvented

e next generation, and by lov-

‘invention -
et Em:th £ s}nﬂ: 13 takmg phu:e -

zzmg' data can pIay only 2 nn-_
nor roIe in a. tlme of information

-the '

establish a.;dxs.log'ue. to traVel to
a distant time or place, to be in-
“vited by ancestors to come and
see. Countless versions of the
- ‘past and the future are available
~to the person who reads. Every
‘time we study a new author or
literary form we puah back the
buundanes of our universe. We
‘add -~ another representative to
what I call “the council of ad-
_visors.” Whenever we finish a
~ book, we decide whether the author
_ or any of the characters will be
‘seated on the council, whether
“they will continue to have a say.
-Sometimes we banish a member
- because he no longer speaks in a
hélpful way. In my senior year
of ‘high school, T decided to ba-
nish Robert Frost for ten years in

t

order to limit my propensity to

escape from the urban world. He

“The woods are lovely, dark and
dee_p" is “too deeply etched in my
consciousness to be dismissed. But
“this year, after some distance was
estabhahed, Frost was invited

. back. Does that make sense to
» you? Ask yourself if there are any .
. Asian writers on your council, Or
youth. Or mdustrxa‘hsts Or an--

_cient fathers.-If all your advisors
..are twentieth-century westerners,
“you hé}.ve tuned out needed re-
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Every*tlme we wnte ‘we con-

i .»stmct a message. ‘That ‘message

~has -an intended audience. It is 2
- my head can get into your head
“just by my making some marks
. .you can see. Every writing course
that you take is' an occasion to

“a medmm of communication. You

;' know -and. share

kept 7a back TOW seat anyway.

sourees' That’s one way to decide
n’ext Whm-e me the‘ -

bit amazing that the thoughts in

_-explom the power of writing as

- will work to develop gkills and
1 will allow you to

1t" or perhaps to fmd ways to
smaply state a problem %o that
ofhers ean ‘tell you +what they
know about it. Every time T try
to compose a 21-word night. let~
ter T am rzmpressed w:th Jhow un-
skilled & writer T am, but when

a poem tskes form or a charac- -

ter begins to live, there’s hardly
txme enough to get it all written.

Next semester, you will have
fourteen courses to choose from.
A few are required; a few have
- Special prerequxmtes. The rest are
genera}ly available. Which course
_you take depends on past work,

~ present levels of slnlls, and fu-

ture plans for college or career.
You should also consider “your
umque mterests Next . 'semester
the English deparbment will pro-

_vide students and "parents with
“gome very definite guidelines for
‘next year’s scheduling. If you

have a question that reqtiires a
‘more immediate answer, cheek
with the guidance office or come
see me. And, by all means, keep
the sense of wonder R




