Joseph Mattheus

Iocture -~ Southeast Aslan Trip

I bring you the eneasy dreadfilling peacc of the east.

This is the first trip I have been on where I didn't lecarn any=-
thing. In the scnse that almost every trip that I have been on
before, I was out to do. I didn't see anything that I hadn’'t
seen beforejand, I didn't learn anything that I didn't knou
before in terms of the cultures of the east. And yet theose things
happened to ne.

T have never gotten over my experlence of the rain at
Victoria Falls in Africa. And a sad part of the report of ny
colleagues who went to Victoria Falls is that they were there
during the dry season.,

Rain on this trip moved in on my being in a new way. Through
rain T became aware for the first tlme that my close friends
in the Communion of Saints only addressed me on the onotological
dinension of life. Being an incurable moralist that is sort of
a rude awakening to me, And its the raln that helped me see that.

I began to yearn for rain. Everyday I would look first to
see if maybe today would be the day 1t would rain. In the midst
of that I became aware of the Mystery in a way 1 had never ex-
perienced it before. Because when I was yearning for rain, it
finally became clearer to me that I was yearning for the iiystery.
And that is an odd statement coming from me, for all my life I
have wanted to love God and never have known how. Had it not
been for these years of colleagues of all kinds, through the script-
ures, and through the radlcal interpretation of the scripture
in our day through which I became clear that God loved ne, then
I'n sure the possibility of loving God would never have been there.
But long before I knew much about Cod loving me, I wanted to love
God. And the rain somehow helped me grasp in ny yearning....no
it was deeper tnan yearning, 1t was an agonizing outreaching for
rain....what it means to £all in love with God.

For the rain car: to mec as the mystery of new possibility.
And in an extremely heavy sense, I am looking out across the world
with a new sense of frightening and wonderful possibility.

1 found two bits of verballsm that spoke to ne deeply while
I was on the trip. I spoke in the Great Methodist Chnych 1n
Kuala Lumpur in their first service after they had discontinued
1t because of t 2 riots. The text that I used was from the third
chapter of Amos wnich has been so meaningful in ny past. "Does"
evil befall a city save the Lord is in it." And some trans-
lations put it a little more strongly....'docs evil befall a city,
the Lord hath not done it." What 1 experienced on this trip nmade
these words of long ago alive and filled with fire.

The second kind of vsrbalism came from the first part of a
soliloquy from Hamlet. I'm nov sure I have the right words
but it goes something like this...."to be or not to be." 4nd,

T don't think some of the psycholocglcal interpretations in the
past are adequate anymore. "To be or not to be, that is the
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question. Whether it is nobler in the ninds of men who suffer

the slings and arrows of outrageous fortune or to take arns agalnst
a sea of trouble and by opposing in then." 4ind that sane way or
another is sort of what Being has done to me, It's placed ne in
the dilema of whether you just say...."O ny God."

D. T. Niles said to p that we in the west are too active and
that we have to learn the passive quality of the east. 4And I
listened to hin you know...."is it nobler in the mind of men to
suffer the slings and arrows of outrageous....or....and I shoved
back at him. I said yes I think I've come to appreciate that
but then the active side has to be there. But the answer to that
question is not simply easy if you put it in the theological con-
text, for certainly you and I have to learn in a new way to be
waiters on the ILord....wailters on the Lord. VWe have to learn
all over agaln that the Lord is going to do what the Lord is dann
well going to do....just period. And some way Or another we have
to gear ourselves into it; but, yet on the other side of that
must we not take up arms and risl ourselves? I think both of these
have to be done.

And this some way or another was in the raln and was tied to
the awareness that pucla Lunpur shoved upon me. You always have
to say when riots breal out in the city, earthquakes come, wars
repeat themselves...."doth evil befall a city save the Lord is in
it," That's the rain for mne.

Wow I want to tallk a bit about what I saw in the soclo-
political area in the east.

But first of all, I was deeply impressed with the fact that
I was sort of crushed in a delightful way by the reports of the
colleges. I felt I could hardly move as one after another piled
up; and, it made me aware of the fact that the established church
more than ever before is in trouble. And it is not the kind of
trouble where you want to have that tiny grin like I told you so.
It only brings out pathos and compassionout of you. The church 1is
in trouble. And alnost everywhere you go they say....well here is
the scepter....you be the church.

Roman Catholic Arch Bishop who was one of the sponsers of our
seminary acadeny in Singapore came to hear me spealzr on the corporate
1ife and the new religious mode. He sent for me the next day., I
sat in his office and listened to him pour his heart out on the
horrible problems he is facing and particularly with the Religilous
Oorders. They have become so fascinated with doing out in the nidst
of the world that they no longer are performing their religious
offices. /And he knew that all this going on out in the world is
utterly doomed without the symbols of the religious dimension.

And the secend thing that interested him was our corporate
1life, for corporateness has gone out of the Crders almost entirely.
He invited me and two or three of our families to come at his
sponsership to Taipei and joln two or three Catholic lay familles
and assign a couple of priests and nuns to make up a house as a
sign and a symbol of the new order., And I could glve you many more
i11lustrations of the fear in the churches of the east where they
too would say...."here, talke our crown 1f you can wear it." The
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tinme is now at hand for any group of disciplined religious to be
the perpetual revolutionaries for the alteration of civilization.

find I've said before other old war horses in the struggle for
the renewal of the church that their hour was at hand. /4And I re-
peat that again to those of you who have given up. fAnd I have
sone appreciation of what you have given up in terms of your family
life and in terms of your economic security in life and in terms
of your accomplishments that could have been in life. /And I want
to say to you it would seem to me that the rain that struck me was
whispering the hour has come in which some fruit perhaps even you
shall see of what you have been willing to lay aside for the sake
of humanity and for the glory of God.

The east is filled with deep tension it will not get over
save 1t brings forth a new baby and that means there is tragic
suffering ahead.

I mentioned in Korea....you probably are aware of lNr. Pah
who 1s a puppet of the United States of America that we put in
after the student's had laid down their lives to have a dem=
ocratic man at the head of that govermment....is now shoving
through an alteration in the constitution whereby he remains
until he dies. /nd the students will move for they have an iron
heel upon them lilte the last time they moved against the type of
tyranny the USL and the rest of the Western World has executed
in South Korea. /And some of you have seen the grave where 148
of them lie buried together. There is tension there....deep
tension.

Lnd then you move to Japan where the students have closed up
every major university with boards and barbed wire and the govern-
ment is scared to death. /fnd to say that about the government of
Japan is to say something because Japan has always ruled its own
people with a fist....period. There is tension there and I doubt
1f the great exposition at (Usalka comes off there, for the students
say it will not.

You move to Taiwan and meet the great old revolutionary under-
ground man who was desparately ill in the hospital and I couldn't
go to see him for they said if I even dared to g0 in that vicinity
of that hospital the Ecumenical Institute would never set foot on
that shore again. And the other man whom some of you ncant here
who wrote those documents which we have here privatoii is now
under twenty-four hour surveilance. There is deep tension there.

I was at the tail end of the riots in Kuala Tumpur and while
we were under curfew I smiled a little bit at the Barley's, for
I told them they had volunteered to go there to get out of the
damned riots in Chicago and they walked right baclk into themn.
There were over 600 people killed and sone 600 more very serious-
ly or critically wounded. /And nost of then Chinese as the lalays
began to mow them down. It is not a race problem but a cultural
problem because you see you have two great cultures over there.
Lnd it is even deeper than that for man across this world 1is sick
and tired of the kind of social structures that now prevail in
our times. /And no matter where you g0 the sign is on the wall
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that those structures are not going to long endure.

What I'm trying to say is that the revolutionary hour is closer
than I evor dreamed of. I could talk about Austrslia and the be-
ginning of the student movement there. And then in India I was
under curfew once again and that situation is not Just a linguistic
problem by any mecans whatsoever. The students are on the move.

Lind although the people in Bombay deny it I saw streets that I used
to wall: on barricaded with large numbers of police milling around

in that area. I sensed problems in Wew Delhi and was warned not

to go into Pakistan at this particular moment because of the tension.
I could go on and on with this but the one thing I want to com=-
municate is that tension is ripe and deep within the east.

I then came back to New Yorlk and spent twenty-four hours read-
ing the private files that had to do with the Black lManifesto and
our dear friend Foreman., I am not interested in the particular
manifesto, for I don't think he is golng to win. But the point is
that he is going to win whether he wins or not. That job is done
and I mean done. The thing that impressed me most within it was
the kind of concrete revolutionary strategies and the ideology be=-
hind the strategy which Foreman himself is a little uncomfortable
about. But the point is that cvery single major congregation in
each denomination in this country is scared to death. And one in-
dication 1is that if you wallked into 475 and said I would liike to
become the head of the lMcthodist Church or the Mational Council,
they would grab you like a hotcake. Now I say all this to say
something that is very brief and that is that the hour of the New
Social Vehicle has come. fnd I mean for us. I remember that I
used to sa, from time to time that I was hoping that the moment
would come very quickly when we could get rid of all this rel-
igious nonsense. That time has come now.

But before we look at the NSV, let me back up and say that
Lhis tension in the cast made me awarc and in a deeper sense of
the sickness in the west; for that tension in the east 1S the Sick=-
ness 1in the west. The ralaise in the west hag filtered across the
whole world so that wherever you go you meet that malaise. VWell,
the tension in the east made me aware of that sickness and it
helped me I think to understand a little bit more clearly how you
would put your finger on that sickness. And I put it in these
two ways: 1In the midst of developing our fanastic gift of rat-
lonal know how....and it isf~nbSastic and you have to get that said
for no other nation has any opportunity ever of participating in
the future save it embraces this fantastic gift of bourgeois man
in the west....we developed a malaise deep within ourselves. The
first manifestation of this is _we lost our capacity to be sen-
sltive to the raw edge of humanness which is over and beyond our
Tational capacity to organize ThHat sensitivity. DO you Reéar that?
That 1s we lost our capacity to stand immedlately present to the
utter irrationality within life. Now when I say this I am talking
about a sociological phenomena, for any kind of a NSV is going to
be built out of the recovery of that kind of sensibility. The
dichotomy between the church and the state that we developed in
our country is a part of our sickness. There is no healthy social
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vehicle that is not grounded upon genuine deep religious spirit-
ual reality. Gnybody in this room who does not know what it means
to be an utterly religious human being is going to be useless in
terms of altering any type of structures for the well being of man-
kind except as one more body to stick before some outburst of

the machine gun. God uses you in that fashion too I supposc. That
is our first sickness.

Cur second sickness is our. loss of sense of our.sociality or
of a relatedness to bhuman beings. This whole nonsense of psychology
that we created was an artificial means of therapy for this deep
malaise, You go to a head shrinker, some pastoral counsellor, ther-
apy group or schnsitivity business because of this deep malaise that
we not longer have relationahips with one another . find one of the
tradgedies which I screamed against is that of the western church
bringing these young pastors from the east over here to train then
in pastoral counselling. They go back to the east where hell that
isn't there problem at all....going around pastoral counselling.

One of the reasons we idolized our particular kind of frag-
mented family and made it sacred was the same reason. Our family
that we hang on to and seems so sacred is but a manifestation of
that deep malaise within the west. Thercfore every family does
nothing but kill itself and crush every member in it. Now if this
anaylsis be somewhat true, then it is prectty obvious that God.
raised up centuries and centuries ago the eastern world primarily
to minister unto this exact kind of illness.

There is nobody in this world who knows more about the im-
mediate presence to beyond the rational than the people in India.
When you see on a college campus that a Guru from India finds the
doors open, this is one indication of it. Wow mind you there is
great sicltness in that I an quite well aware of that. But it is
also feclings beyond powers to articulate the direction of where
therapy is. fnd the Beatles going to India....now there is a deep
sickness in the Beatles, but behind that sickness is a correct
kXind of an intuition. These people understand these kinds of
depths as you and I never would. Its got nothing to do with the
Gospel of Jesus Christ. It has to do with what it means to be a
human being. /fnd the second therapy comes out of China. A4nd Af
you and I take seriously what you and I know about the Ur images
what I am saying now hardly needs to be said. It _is Just clear
that whatever else the Chinese developed it was the sense of re=
Tationshi The whole system was_built on the awareness that we
are related and that you don't oo around tryin& to relate....
you arc related. ALnhd that is what it means to be a human being.

liow what has to be done is the practical channels have to
be built of where those kind of insights can genuinely flow into
the west. I see not other possibility for the west participating
in the new kind of ISV in depth that has to be built for tomorrow
unless those channels are constructed. Now there may be other
ways in which these can be built but I don't see any other way
save the church of Jesus Christ. I don"t see any other possib-
ility. This is our task and it is not an easy one. For we
superimposed our sickness on the east itself and made then ashamed
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of their great and fantastic gifts that we are now in dire need of .
I've many times said that sometimes I think I know more about Hindu
culture than a hell of a lot of Hindues and certainly Christian
Hindues so called. /4nd the same is true of the Chinese people

who are expatriots that you and I come into contact with., The first
step that has to be taken is that they have to recover the awareness
of the greatness of their own gifts. They have to reappropriate
then.

The second task is to transpose those gifts into the 20th
century. There is no going back in history. There 1s only going
forward. We only use the past in understanding and creating the
future. That's the transposition of the past and that's what these
people have to do. I would like to suggest that even those people
you meet in India or the Western Pacific out of their fears which
we in the west have helped them create, deny this; but, on mainland
China I think this is cxactly what is going on and that's the tran-
sposition of the fantastic gifts that have come out of that peobple
into the post modern world. /L(nd God help India. I suspect that
the great scething that is going on there is going to explode and
if it explodes the streets are going to run wild with blood. The
Indian is a calm guy cxcept when he gets excited and then he's a
wild man. And the British have reason to understand that. In
those moments human life seems to mean nothing to him whatsoever.

I think one of the reasons for this is that he has lost any sense
of the wonder of his own gifts and he has lost that through which
he can participate in creating the future.

If the church is to Pe those channels, then the church has to
be rencwed and it has to be renewed in the east. Church renewal
in the east is for the sake of the civilizing process....and indeed
religion was created as I grasp it only for thc sake of the great
humen drama or play of mankind. Ve nced to remember that chureks
renewal was actually brought to be in the west but it did not
Teally begin in the west., It was not occasioned in the west; it
was. occasioned in the east. One of the things that T guess you
and I always tend to forget is that fhe Christian Church came out
of the east not out of the west ...and we have to learn tha with
our bowels and not simply with our minds. /And the present renewal
of the church came out of the east....on the practical side; for
T believe within Protestanism church renewal began the last part
of the last century when the so called younger churches of China
rose up and raised the question that we haven't gottens over oven
in this day....why is there Baptist Christianity, Methodist
Christianity, /nglican Christianity and Roman Catholic Christian-
ity? Ue in the west didn't have an answer and we haven't got an
answer to this day. That was the beginning of church renewal in
the west with the ecumenical movement or awakening so called.

On the theoretical side it came out of the east also for the kind
of intellectual resuscitation that has taken place among God's
people that bear the name of Jesus Christ in our day is the frame-
work of that job which came out of the cast. And you and I can-
not understand Tillich, Nitche, Kirkegard, etc. without which

the theological awakening would never have occurred. 1 say we
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cannot understand them if we cannot understand that they drank
deeply, deeply at the well springs of the understanding of life
that was developed in the sub-culture of India. So in church re-
newal I come back to China on the practical side and to India on
the theoretical side.

T said it could really only have been forged in the west be-
cause the only articulation of the Gospel of Jesus Christ that
has ever been forged in all of history has been the western under-
standing. And because the theoretical had to begin the west itself
had to retool its whole conceptual framework in order for the church
to be renewed. [nd now that the theoretical task 1s done, the
next 40 to 50 years is going to be the practical task. ALnd I am
after that channcl of therapy from the east to the west because
the next 40 years the practical job is going to come out of the
east. Lnd the first practical job is the indigenization of the
gospel.

T don't like that term - indigenization - but we have got to
understand that what our Sunday School teachers taught us were in
the frameworlk of Plato and Aristotle fundamentally. Now we have
to grasp that that could just as well have been stated within the
framework of Hinduism or Sinoism ag it could in Platonism or
Aristotilism. This is why the indigenization process cannot be
carried on by scholars. Invariably scholars take the western
articulation and then try to state that articulation in the met-
aphors of the east. Do you hear what I am saying? Its only the
guy whose belly is upagainst the belly of the Hindu and the non-
Christian Chinese.... and that means the pastor, the teacher, the
concerned layman....is the one who cen do this job. That means we
go back to the awareness of the contentlessness of Christ. Now
that is.an offensive term ©o many people and they seem to think
that if you would use another word it would be easier to swallow.
...But that is wherec you begin....with the fact that the Christ
" happening is a Christ happening and it is a universal happening.
Lnd that the content on it always comes out -of the time, place and
‘the individual's own interior history. Indigenization means . to
start on that level. I would hope a year from row we could have
some of the brightest young pastors, teachers, and other kind of
laymen in the western part of the Pacific gathered together in an
~indigenization conferencc in which we could first of all get aware
of the methodology that you use whereby you do that. Lnd T would
want to say to you that you and I have that methodology. 48 a
matter of fact I had a tremendous time at a language school. of
Roman Catholics. They invited in a Budhist,..a tremendous man...
and when I had finished spealting they asked him to speak and he
sald that this was the first time he had cver heard a Christian
“speak who had the slightest idea of how you would talk about
Christianity in the context of Budhism. Indi enization is :

- first practical job to be done. I michit also say that you and I
are not going to fully understand the meaning of the glory of the
Christ happening in our lives until people that are in cultures
that are totally unsynonomous with ours have becn able to art-
iculate that happening.,
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The second practical job that is going to come out of the

east and not out of the west is the actual social forms for the
chuxch for the nexf 1000 years. It's going to recover ancestor
worship. Cne of the things that struck me is that when we went
over there and poo-pooed ancestor worship as paganism, magic etec.,
I became aware of my ancestors..../braham, Isaac, Jacob, Agustine,
lMark, etc., And I pay homege to them and at this time in life more
than ever before. These people know more about this dimension

of what we call meditation than we in the west ever will know.

The third fypc of practical channcl is that of the practical
brealt loose in the cast. /nd if this tension breaks loose in one
place it will be like a chain of firecrackers. It will hit the
church over the head in a way she will never forget that the way
your doing won't do any more.

Now I want to say a few words about that new social vechicle.
You notice that one of the most shocking things that happened to
us this year was that when we began to spell out the religious mode
we got ourselves into the sociological. What we discovered is that
the religious mode is not just simply the psychological and I mean
that as a philosophical term not as a psychological term as Plato
would use it. It is not just a matter of the psychie and yet it
is. It has to do with our unrepeatable solitariness and then it
has to do with our unavoidable sociality. So that you have what
we call the solitaries and then you have what we call the corpor-
ates. Then we began to understand that the journey does not cxist
outside of these two....and kecep knowing and doing in your mind.
It will save you a little bit from getting lost here. The journies
were at the white hot center. Your NSV is going to be experienced
it seems to me in almost the same kind of a form and you will sce
that I do not have clarity here at all. Your going to have your
civil sociel structures and then you will have your religious
social structures. /nd the new SV will be both of these and in
the middle of these will be the movement period. The journey and
the movement are inseparable. /nd the third part of it is the
being part of it. In our original form of the Christ Word as the
style was in the white hot center. We are very clecar now that
there is no genuine knowing sawe in doing and there is no genuine
doing save in knowing. So that you always have the word deed and
the deed word and that these are inseparably intensified in the
center. I suspect the fronticrs systems of the new form of the
church which is the regional constructs will have a missional
centrum made up of training institutes and religious houses.

This will have to do with the solitarics which are madec up of
contemplation, meditation and prayer. But we have to get some
concrete theoretical data down underneath these. Then in terms
of the inverse of this you have the cultural, political, and
eccnomic aspects of the [iSV. I'm not trying to get any kind of
detalled construct at the moment. But I am trying to point out
two things: first, we are further down the road than we thought
and, second, you are not going to have a NSV without a new
religious vehicle.

Lfter I had talked about the church being ecumenical, denom-
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inational and movemental, D. T. Niles pointed out what he agreed
with. Then he said that what you and I know is that this word
denominational can't be used here. So, I pushed him hard for
another word and we came up with the pluralistic church. Now that
is not a good word but it does get rid of that word denomination.
He said that denomination is just one form of this pluralistic
church in history and that is gone forever and ever. A4nd I said
to hin,se.and I want you to understand that I am a shocked man.,.
«e0.Ks D.Te what is the new form that is coming to be. /4nd he
said....you people are it and pcople like you. It is a new form
of the religious order and you and I do not know what God is going
to do with it. But I want to dramatize to you thc fact that in
terms of the ISV every aspect of your lifc is just life or death.
Every aspect of what we do here is just life or death to an
effective new religious vehicle in the world. This next year we
have to be decaling with thec practics of the NRli. This next year
also we will have to be emphas’ "7 the theorctical-practical aspecct
of the NSV. Then the next yecar we have to begin to get down to
the nitty gritty of the practics of the NSV at the moment.

Now my last word is that you and I are moving into a stage
in which we are seeing ourselves as revolutionaries in a new way
and we cannot avoid this. Z4nd I want us to grasp that we _are not
revolutionarios but we are revolutionary revolutionaries. e

are the t cnt _ccnter of the revolutionarics and that means
we have to forge a brand necw type of style }ve to this. 4And
I have to go back to my carl aining with in the Rebel in
which he uses the category[rcbel in which he says a rebel is always
free to be a part of the conscrvatives in a social structure

and at another moment to be a part of the liberals within a given
situation. / rebel can never bec a reactionary or a radical. Now
when you begin to put that in terms of the rclatlonship we arc
going to have to have with the revolutionary forces of this world
esssand you understand that's what it is going to be,...you have
to understand that the spirit man who knows this secret is a set
aslde revolutionary. He 1s a transparent revolutionary and he
does four things: hec_cncourages the rcvolutionary, he directs or
gilves context to the rcvolution, he begins to control the revoln-

tion so that it is comphr051vo, Pituric, and_;n;gnbignal and
finally he is the one who is y

and the tradegy within. This we have to thlnk through. I like
to think of Foremantoday as my symbol. I have liked him and he
has known I liked him but one of thesec days I want to go and sit
down with him and encouragec and get the context and then I want
to say NO. But I want to say a crecative no. Something like this
lies ahead.




