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My Bishop, and my colleagues, Grace he unto vou and peace from God our

Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. Before I just ramble, a little

bit, I want to read some words of Jesus in the 8th chanter of John. Lone<i-

‘“again Jesus addressed the people’] fI am the light of the world. WNo follower

of mine shall wander in the darkg he shall have the light of life.? The
Pharisees said to hinm, §You are witness in your own causej your testimony
is not valid?[ Jesus replied, fNy testimony is valid, even though I do
bear witness about myself; because I know where I come from, and where
I am going. You do not know either where I come from or where I am goingf
You judge by worldly standards. I pass judgement on no man, but if I
do judge, my judgement is valid because it is not I alone who judge, but
I and he who sent me. In vour own law it is written that the testimony
of two witnesses is valid. lere am I, a witness in my own cause, and my
other witness is the Father who sent ﬁe.[ They asked, §Where is your father?f
Jesus replied, QYou know neither me nor my Father% if you knew me you would
know my Father as well.f%n%Again he said to them, QI am going away. .
You will look for me, but you will die in your siq? where I am going you
cannot come%[ The Jews then said, fPerhaps he will kill himself3§ is that

. N2
what he means when he says,‘ﬁﬁhere I am going you cannot comef So Jesus
continued, fYou belong to this world below, I to the world above. Your
home is in this world, mine is not. That is why I told you that vou would
die in your sins. If you do not believe that I am what I am, you will
die in vour sinsfi They asked him, %Who are you?? Jesus answered, fﬁhy
should I speak to you at all? I have much to say about you==-and in judgement.
But he who sent me speaks the truth, and what I heard from him I report
to the world?R&ﬁ%ﬁhhen you have lifted up the Son of Man yow will know
that I am what I am. I do nothing on my own authority, but in all that
I say, I have been taught by my Father. He who sent me is present with

me, and has not left me alone? for I always do what is acceptable to hfn?é
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As he said this, many put their faith in him.%

Somebody gave me a book, the last book that Gogarten wrote before
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he died. «ﬂﬁﬂﬁgge title of it is CHRIST# THL CHREISIS?Y The book was sent -
to me bv God on the other side of this summer. 1tPs a book on christology,.

ﬁé?é;; pheqomenological approach. He calls it the historical methﬁé}

But due to the historical theologians at the turn of the century, I prefer

to call it the phenomenological method. Qﬁﬂggﬁereas we have used primarily
solitary}individual categories in an attempt to articulate a phenomenological
christology, and rightly so for that[s precisely where for the last fifty,

sixty vears with the failure of Western Civilization, all of us have been

hurled, I mean into the kind of reflection that required those kind of
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categorié; I.think that the paner that I wrote on something 11ke that

historical Christlwasn?t a bad drawing together of that kind of thinking.

on_the .Christ -.happening. Now that man is engaged in building a new carriage

for humanness or social structures on a global scale, the categories that -
are congenial to that dimension of the journev of man in our dav , as-ail

o (- 5 ‘f

of .us-have: thought” abqgtwfgr severalmvea%s, are soc1olop1cal§ corporates.
Aﬁﬁ“ﬁgese are fundamentallv the categories that Gogarten uses to get said
his phenomenological understanding of thé Christ happening in history,
I would like this quarter thar;6e6f1nd a wav to think together in deptb/
upon this theological statement. ?ﬁﬁd? Perhaps }ater I[11 come back to
suggest maybe how we could do that while we«hgééneémdo‘the hundreds of
other things that are at hand. Using my own symbols and images, which are,
in all of thisfgoing to be nothing new to any of us, Ifm going to trv to
say what I heét Gogarteﬁﬂ saving in the book CHRIST® THE CRISIS. He dramatizes
the fact that the man of faith, the spirit man, is not responsible to this
world in any way whatsoever. He is not responsible to this world or to
anv part of this world. HNe is not responsible to his faqilfi his wife,

rA ook

children, his father, mother, hel[s not responsible to"them. He is not

responsible to his nationj he~ts-not—-responsible..te his communlty. ‘H&

o8’
}§wnat_respnnsible~tqéh1q-church, He is not responsible t° h*storv._ He




is in nb wise whatsoever responsible to this world. MNow that is a strong

statement, Znd as long as you think primarilv in moral catecories, that

.statement is downright outrageous. The man of the spirit liveszgntolngical -
categories. Evervbodv else but the spirit man lives in a posture which

is defined by being responsible to this world? Everybodv but the spirit
J .

man., The spirit man lives an entirely different kind of a life. Now if
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you are responsible to this world, there are a million different forms

"‘.“/ s , 7/ )
ofithat #-but=if~youfre=trresponsible, you are irresponsible to this world, J7 Dkt A;n
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'ﬁ%ere:arevﬁaﬁ¥9f5£%§;6£4£t. All that has been discovered about what it
means to be a human being is in terms of being responsible to this world,
save where it touches the posture of the spirit man. This is an entirelyv
different way of going about being human. It cannot be compared to this
way or that way or still another way and yet another way. If you{re going
to compare it at all, you have to compare it to all wavs of being humag,

and it is utterly other, utterlv different. The man of the spirit is responsible
to Goq, Znd to God alone{ Let me say again he is not responsible to

his family, his wife, children, bi®s father, h1$ mother, hig brothers, hkis <:-
sistersg he is not responsible to his community}_hg:iq:npp:responsible
to.his nation,.ﬁﬁwhiS'churchfﬁth;ii of historv., He lives an entirely
different kind of life. He is responsible to God) And only to Godi It

is difficult always for the spirit man to say what he means by this. Oft. n
times you and I have tried to get it said by using the image that we alone
must keep our own conscience, That nobody can keep mv conscience for me,
Not my wife, noR my colleagues., I must keep my own conscience. That is
indicative of this posture in life where one is responsible not to this
world but responsible to God. WNow, I suppose it[s pretty clear that if

you are responsible to this world, then what you do in one way or another
is to use God to firm up that responsibility to the world, which means

that you use a god that is not God to do that job. Indeed, a man only
knows that reality that a spirit man points to with the verbal sign G-

0-D , when he has utterly died to being responsible to this world,



~Then. i
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ﬁi ig@éﬁ& only then, doés he grasp. that the mystery of life is GOD, and
that[s something different than living before the Mystery. The man, to
‘use our jargon, who[s been at the center of 1life knows that he can only
be responsible to the Center of Life. Lverybody else[s home is in this
world. This man[s home is in another worldJ “This man[s home is at the
center. This one lives before the God that is free and is never trapped
in any way whatsoever by the human inventions of those who live in responsibility
to this world, which are the inventions of rules, and moralities, and laws.
7ﬁﬁlffﬁis one, whatever his posture may be to this rule, or that law, this

or nggvcustom, is never responsible to this law, this rulg, only responsible

to God, which is freedom itself, and never, I repeatzgéggzéined within

the inventions of the man who lives responsible to this world. This means

that the man of the spirit is always a different one, always an odd one,

radically and totally different from the men who live in this world. And

so it[s always been and so it always will be., This is the one who is totally
other}and I mean now/not in comparisdn to the men whotlive in this world,

but in the sense of the one who moves and breathes the Mystery or who has

found the kind of discipline that enables him in the midst of every situation

to deliver his accountability to God and to God alone? he[s totally other

in that sense, I also like to think of this one as the one who is totally
no-one?Jthis one is totally no one..fgnﬁfkhis is what I mean when I say

that when he returns from the Center, he comes back into this world for

no other reason whatsoever than to serve this world, How can you get

that said: From then on he is no one;b %g is the servant, and this enables

you to take the twist, The man of the spirit is not responsible to this

world, rather he is responsible for this world to God. And this doesn(t

mean some little old reduced part of this world2)it means he[s responsible

for this total world. That[s why he was sent back. It was kthe crv of

humanity that pulled him, and that alone. He[s there to serve the total

world. If you[re like I am, to speak about being responsible




simnlv to
God is a dread=filling image. Almost the more when vou take the flip side
of that and attempt to get your mind around the fact that vou, if vou
be a man of the spirit, are responsible for this world. T want to dramatize

it in the sense that I do not mean that I am responsible for my childrenZ,

‘

11f&6'ﬁagiﬁgggipgggfl‘amgrgﬁpQQ§jb;élfor my family&%l do not mean that I
am responsible for my community?, f;do £ot mean that T am responsible for
my‘nation?;lédo:pgg mean thé; i‘ém.reSbonsibiglfor ny churchsz do not

mean that I am responsible for this order. I mean something that is entirely
different from that, for that[s the kind of responsibility that the man

who lives in this world has. This one is responsible for the whole world.

To use mythology here, when this one gets to heaven, they[re not soing

to ask you some petty, little, moral question;here,mor'moral‘questionttheteg
thev[re going to ask you whether or not you took vour position, if I may

use this kind of an image, of king of the universe and ruled from that

throng; “ggiggrwhether or not vou were responsible for the push of historv.

I say this one is an odd ongl I mean he is totallv other. He is not only
responsible for the whole world in terms of geographv or culture, but he

is responsible for all of history. He is responsible for evervthing that

ever happened in history and everything that ever will happen. This is

a strange calling, to put it mildlv. The king of the universe is not a

good image?: he[s the servant of the universe. But I mean he[s responsible

for what happens, for he was sent herv to serve. That[s our calling. Now

some of you romantic lavmen, who still think in terms of the lay and the
cleric. You get over vour romanticismf Khis calling has nothing to do

with whether or not you[re an engineer, or a lawyer, or an effeminant clergvman,
This dis the calling of the religious; This-is Fhe calling of the spirit

A

way . This..is the calling of a religious order.!/This égil we are on the
P other side of the watershed of the ghmmer. Never, never any return! We

are going to be concerned with penetration% we have got to teach RS-1

as RS=-1 is never taught. As far as I[nm concerned, almogt (this isn[t it
quite

true, but it seems like it[s true to me) for entirely different reasons
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than we ever, ever, ever taught it beforez é%r now we must impact the

masses, The man who returns to serve is first and last an evangelist. S
I don[t like that word, yet, but if he[s going to serve humanity, his task
is to declare the news thét there[s a different wav to be human., We([ve
got to teach RS=1 until the last fat ladv has a chance to know therels
a diffééeﬁf; there[s an other way to be human, ﬁﬁd %é[re going to have
to work on this local congregation experiment i this quarter, but it[s
almost as if on this side of the summer, something different has happened
there for me also. It[s like we have to do this, for this world has to
have magure people,‘spirit people, who know about and have made decisions
about, ééd’if I can use this language, become adept in the everyday going=
éﬁge;;éé éf life , of this other posture. It[s almost like for me we put
a bracket around the New Social Vehicle while we still work hard on it.

But the focus is reaching the masses, and eetting those citadels of nurture
called local churches alive and breathing, Iham”ﬁhe work on the New Social
Vehicle that we do while itfs bracketed is simply for the sake of grasping
in a deeper sense what the local congfegation experiment is all about.

,Aﬁa Sérhaps I can come back to that in a moment., Then our job is to raise
the question about being an historical order. I[m clearer than ever before,
that histo;y has never existed without what I mean by an historical order.
It was there from the beginning of time. It will be there till the end

-of time. It[s had manv faces, manv‘shapes. It[s been present in every
culture: The strange ones! Avd gome way or another, as I[ve been thinking
about this, and this sort of ties for me together this empnhasis upon the
local congregation and the historical 6rder, and evangelism., We [ve cot
to find nut,.as we[ve never found out before, what it means to be a spirit
man in the midst of practicing law, and I don[t mean any more abstractions,
We[ve talked until.we{re blue in the face about™ that?' I[m not intetested--
;, I mean actually, What does it mean to work in the office of the Santa o~

Fe Railroad as a spirit man, as the man who is this other, fhis one who

’

is different., What does that mean} This is why this quarter, we want




f— to experiment with what we[ve alreadv talked about, ;ﬁbgjwou}d‘you}be.
Qggﬁlbeing assigned to our stations, Calvin Luther 1liked that word. The
spirit man who is responsible only to God and responsible for the whole

world had a station that he was assigned to in the world/from which he
exercised his responsibilitv for the whole world before God. | fhat' is *
“h%glwoo&bhtfing@p'Oh, I[m a million miles befond the issue that used tg”—_M”‘“s

,}:’;’M e
grasp those of us who had been a long time in the renewal movement.,// It{s

almost”, I want to say, !sThe hell with the laity’)s and “The hell with ..

the clergy.s We[re ;E?bﬁgh tﬂgé. So this quarter I[d like torsekthe eﬁﬁﬁggié' 2 -
in terms of our interior life to be upon the congregation. ipon the ecclessiola.
fgaafihen there[s where we[d experience ourselves, corporately, as these
different ones, as these other ones, as these no ones. 1In the dynamics
of college, in_the_dynamig-ef sodality, inuthe»dynaﬁ%é45f seminary. And
=\ then each of us ,-and—it{sT1ike Ttlhiefi @chone vf-us for a quarter grasp,
try to grasp ourselves as assigned by God to a particular station and to

do it.too simply, this is the 38=5 part of our lives .l.Anﬁ:in a way we

I - .-

[

. ﬁbdidntt_t;yvto for the sake ofllearniné what we_haye to learn we would
thz‘fp_; ‘fﬁ;re wouldn{[t be such a thing as a permeation division , There
wouldn[t be such a thing as being assigned in or out . Ve are assigned
to stations for one quarter,-And some of us would be assigned to cook,
and-some-of-us—assigned to business, and--some-of-usassigned to teach school,
and some of us assigned to keep the place half way clean. Some of us
assigned to take care of the finances and some of us assigned to coordinate
religious houses, .And ’fﬁese would be our stationﬁf And vhile ve were
at those stations, we would try to learn together what it means to be a
spirit person--to be this other one. It[s almost as if anvbody too quickly
A—_— .
says to me that it means this, I want to say,ékﬂb.%li don[t want to hear

about popular preaching until you[ve prayed overnight. I want to hear

rumbli ivi
lings from new deeps, If we divide ourselves up into three congregations,



who we are here-now. That[s just about 288 of us, and that[s 3 times 96,

,&%ﬁhiﬂk; yAnd if you have 32 in each ecclessiola, that would be 4 teanms

I
of 8. An‘&f{f we cut through so that a hunk of us who are assigned to stations
:'.‘u AL lA\

in research, would be with a humk of us who are assigned to be engineers,

IR

and with athunk of us perhaps who are teaching pre~school, I{d like to

see those g&&ié.gegin to work together on this issue of what it means

to be a spirit man in the midst of the station where that[s.the place where
you are assigned to be responsible for the whole world. Aﬁdf%hen you go

to your meetings tonight, especialdy I[d like to see you come up with s

lack of interest in.a-
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. social workers, teachers, and the civil however you,whatever your rationale to alwayvs thinl
i

r rationale to- alwave thInk through how you would combine ’ ;;Bx§elfs in :§H¥1ts PN

\

.
.units of four if you- please, that would\pe better. unlts of four, where for | one quarter‘vou

\

.
e; that wohld be better un1ts of four,” where for one auarter -~
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social workers, teachers, and the civil heueﬂénéyau whatever your rationale
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to always think through how you would combine youxse%@s"in eightd units
- e

e e st e e

of four)lﬁ.you please, that would be. betten.units Qiafour, where for one

quarter you four that’ or?anized*yourseltfthat~yay{would be responsible

S

for really shoving this:{}gﬁ&jﬁt’s a little easier for people to do thatg v

assigned to housing but you can do it, you can find vour rationale and then

Reids
one of the crucial things that we do in -the particular ecclesiola is to

_.shove on this,

Now this has a ( ) I don’t need to spell this out, and

-

B -~

Epsh it through. ) you can understand that this is life or death for the

mind you I don’t even understand quite what I’m trying to sav but you can

local congregatlon expimement. But more than that thlS is life or death
’f’r.. ‘v, AR Ky o K

{ I 11ke that word evangelist the'evangelism where lifes are
)

N e

relative to
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upside down I don’t mean up here but lives are changed. Somethings less

-~

than human beings become human beings, then it is important for the historic
ordepr He took a great stridé here two or three weekékéhen the second
é;neration of our order met and began the process of thinking through what
it means to be the new ones, as an order. It’s clear to me that we cannot

be E’A? family order if that isn®t thought through carefullv. Now the other

areafas I¢ve began to think of the historic order/ we have to do this vear,

Perhaps the other Ley is the extended order, nrefs we have been fooling with

PN

this for years but perhaps the time has come when we have to sav what this
means, and we have to sav it clearlv. Pretty obviously trving to get a
hold of fresh new depthgjwhat it means to be assigned to a station where

you are responsible for the whole world. This is life or death for an

’

Vs
. ~ - .
extended order, and we have to pionecer: sort:iaf feel that this is the kew
- Py ¢
A /
research work we have to do this quarter. i+ Now in connection with this
- Ji';o-’" R
I’d like to see you think seriously Lirf‘\veel: Gne . Meet in the mornings

mavbe once during the week as a total group Jildaa Collegium then vou.

e e e e

meet in vour congrepations or cq%}oﬁ;aag the other times., I think its

at this point where there ié?oﬂés'of you that ought to be assigned to take
the Gogarten book and master those 17 chapters/iﬂwthefa,in which we all
begin to think through a new socio}onical articulation of Christologv to

keen alive, to keep us pushings Then on Monday night/that’s our familv night,

that s our _family. nlghts\I’ll skip Tuesdav, then on lednesdav tltat that’s

a night that’s set aside for study, we are going to have to be brighter
than we are, we’re going to have to do more study)that could be a time
maybe in which all of us read some such book to pether such as Cogarten’s

Christ the Crlels that could be a time when , and I hope that we could

’mu \1 1

P be able to do it, when we take some field of {hrnuvhaln westgrn civilization

. - e
and trace it through-aﬁﬂ‘tﬁht‘h& do this reading on gobr own but we do

it i : .
systematically and it could be in the area of christian thought it

}
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vy,
,‘,qun ~at

could be in the area of western ph&losoohy,ilt could be in the area of

the political but £o begin to systematically exnand the arena in which

we know. fﬁﬁd’fﬁen 1£~we po-ahpad with the 1dea oﬁelnce we’ve done the

PP U

times and that we’ve attempted to take the sociological manifestation of

human soéciality and pushed the bottom out of it., Now since we’ve done tha5

I hope that we can begin to study the other cultureé of the world in and
through those triangles. That we take China and now we’ve mastered it,

now we take India, we take Africa and master it and so on, Tuesday night

would be the time in which we study here and on Thursdav we%e have Ecclesiola;

And for one quarter emphasis the Seminary dvnamic in that, ° Of where‘fhe

College would bhe qqueeyed a bit and the Sodalitv saueezed a b1t empha51s
!_‘ L ‘1‘»

this study whlqh i going to put us further dowm/in the:NSV Foens Do

N

Now I could back to Tuesday, we’ve all been at our stations,
staying clear that in our common work together a crucial part of it is
going to be research., In research this vear, it is ohvious that we are
going to be working on the local congrecation, and remember next Julv 1st
we have to have a whole new tactical system that places the emphasis, perhaps
on the parishzand-the se;ovd part of research is to continué the NSV, and

oty
the third is the ﬁis&;ocial order. Supposing on Tuesday nightyg that vour

o eve e e . EE K
in teams of eightﬂfgﬁﬁposing that thgﬂggamS"of.gighgijthere are 12 of thenm

in each congregation, ©One congregation did research work on the NSV, illustration#
f

is that you take those 77 proposals and just shove them to the bottom,

maybe a team of eight per one pronoqal and vou shove that to the bottoqy

i) ]
o{- RSy \‘}\-‘

and you keep at it until it i#then mavbe one con?repationhyork on the Local
Church Expirement," prepaéiﬁQ the _plowing, preparing the soil , plowing
the soil for the tactical system which has to do with doing the Parish,
I am not so sure but what that congregation could do the basic research
L]

work in that whole area, which seems to me to be just mountainous, e, .

it has to be done before the next 1lst of July., The third Consregation

would work on the Historical order, perhaps a group of eight would be assigned
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to a particular reliizious order of the paqtr dﬁa 20 to the library, ~von: ERVN

“i' e
get familiar with tHe literature and-that-von begin to dig and 1uqt met
I,
r ’( L/r!\_: e
to the bottom of it., This would include the religious orders, PRmitmhism,
<oy
o

et

Hinduism, Islam and! the fwmo Peligions as well as christiaﬁitg and that
vouwvork out the kimd of format that would give us the data that we need
if we are to becomer comprehensive . even inclusive ; in the kind of task that
is upon us relative: to being an historical order.

Then in Wael Two that a far more rational construct, in terms

of teachins, idftenmn'enablement. in.terms 'of trainine, then in-terms-of

research PSU%s, whene' our whole order is working toecether shoulder to qhonIde:

]

: Those who have come%im frnm tHnir qtationq\in order to deliver into hlqtnrv

‘what we sense we aneacalled to do);ﬁﬁm order that we mav be of service

to the established daliirch and to all other established structures in this

‘world. It dis rathex interesting to me that this is the first year that

I’ve felt that we’vea Been in a position to proiect what PSH: would look
’

. \
like over the scope: af a whole quarter. That excites me. Now if we move

somewhere in the kimti of direction that I’m trying to looselv get said,

is going to be hard work, but we are use to it. Out of this kind of exnirement,

I believe that we ame poing to be learning, relatively unconsciously in

ES .

H/ new dimensions whatr it means to be corporate, what it means to be an order.
- .
IS

3 about}I want to say;except to remind you»what maEy manv of you have

saidf %hat we set ait' this summer to do a job in eoc1ologv and it became
Ve 29 SLEA A w/ Pt = 4 -

-t
‘transparent .and we qucoveledp ow”Should T put 1t unknown ) ' 1 like Teresa,‘

T o e -

..,_ ~ }s

many:Nan51oneJk&adﬁscoverod nev rooms in the underground realm of the

s PO

spirit. I think I semse in our total body a fresh flow of the spiritual

i s st % e o
....

. heam—tn,
dimension. If IJsenqé'ripht’Ehere is a new burst in corporateness, which

R

is spiritual, There is a new break loose in understanding ofe discipline,

e
which is spiritual, I think there is a new breakbmt®’in understanding of

. Knoid)
mission which is radically spiritual, and then I don’t quite/fhow to get

this

Now tha tS
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ald/but”your like I am I have a new propensity in me,d,I know how T°11

\ﬂ.

say it, to actually understand what I’°m trying to say tonight, to understand

what it means when Jesus says you guys are of this world. You better damn

well bet they were, but I’m not of this world I°m of another world

g

;Ez;vn——;___We want to éet etarted early in thie quarter, next Tuesday instead
of the 1lst of October, just like stopping the sun, we make our eight week
quarter begin;&gwoay after labor day. We’ve got a lot to do between now

1e
and then, and yet how should you pué lets don’t be in any hurry, let’s

make haste without being in any hurry. I think that this week, while we

move mountains, we’ve just got to goof off or we are not going to be ready

for the day after labor day./ countervailiiif ttend i the-relatton of-federal ..

loyalties and territorial.societies.is.the emerging. .concept of commonality,

the positive aspect of Which is unification: of.diverse.peoples, the negative

e v hse i (3ep P AN Sl NRITITS ST S

aspect of which is.the,loss.ofup&rticulanmidentities.vThis trend is 1llustrated

RIS E RPN
Vs v vy

by the assinllat1on of ethn1c values into fabrlc oF society., The operatlon

s ey

of the fallure of federal lovalt1es to hold a relevant common ‘vision-and

hlstory for the terrltorial eoc1etv as over apainst the tendency to create

Sesa

unifying’ global vision dleclosing the underlylng problem of the lack ‘of

'-»...

relea51ng global symbols is . exempllfled by H1rosh1ma as ‘a 'symbol to the

T W
Japanese. To " the older generation,-Hiposhim
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