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CLODAL NEWS FEATURES

' Hereditary
Kings of the
Marshalls

Then
- ond Now

Bu Pat Cataldo

Marshall Jglanders now living can
reeall the days when the Jroij were
abgolute monarchs, with life-or-
death povex ovexr their people.

And, though Americans familiar
with such dowocratic institutions
8s the lLegiclature of the Marshalls
may be surprised to learn it, Mar-
shallese balies now being born will
grov vp to honor and serve their
Iroij in wmy of the same ways thelr
ancestors lLiave for generations.

Even todsy, all the land in the
Harshalls beivnps to one or another
of the hereditary kings. Most of it
is owmed joiutly by an Iroij and an
alab (head of 8 branch of a family);
this land is called veto. Some land
ia owned solely by an Iroij; this s
called mo.

At one time there was a great deal
of mo in tiie iarshalls, because the
king could place a tabu for as long
as he wished on any beach, fishing
place, coconuti. grove, section of
land or entire island, thus making
b £ m0 ~— his rlone and a sacred
place to the Marshallese people.
Now, however, ro is found only on
Aflinglaplap.

Up=To~Date Ideas

! on weto, the alab is responsible

! for managing the land, but must

i share the proceeds with the king.
iThe system is ancieat, but incorpor-
‘zteg some surprisingly up-to-date
1fdeas.

t Ia the Ratak, or Easters, Chain,
falabs give the king l¢ per pound of
'copra produced on each weto in ex—

| change for“a "hospitalization plan”
under which the JIroij. assumes full

» Tesponsibility for all hospital
{bills of all people on the weto, in-
;c€luding both the alad and the dri
:Jerbal {membevs of the clan of the
,alab, who belong to his land).

i Here i{n the Ralfk Chain, the alabs
'gtve only .003¢ per. pound of copra
!per veto, because alabs and Irotd
{ have agreced that Ralik Marshallese
will pay their owm hospital bills.

Ancient Prerogatives,

Irolj Lejolan Kabua is a familiar
sight on Kwajalelin, slwvays ready
with 2 frieadly greetfng or hand-
ghake in the American manner.

But on Ebeye, Namu, Allinglaplap
and other tslands oca which he {s
king, his people do not stand when
he $8 standing, noy sit higher than
he vhen he 45 seated, unless he
' gives them permission to do so.

In the olden days, no Marshallese
wnan could approach the housc of the
king when he was not at home. Even
today, Marshallese men do not walk

Little of the hiatory o) the Marohall Islande has been vritL;ﬁ:

only

gince the mid-1800'a luve the Marshalleoe had a written language, deviged

for them by early miesionaries.

Sehool children of theve telans can otudy

no texts about their owm peopla in their own language, for none exiats.

The *history books" of the Marshalls are the old people of the islands
who pemcrber vhat they lcarned from other old people long ago and add de-
tails of the great eventa of their oum Lifetimes.

The HourGlase here presents a history and gensology of the Irio) (heredi-
tary kinge) of the Ralik (kectern) Chain of the Marshall Islands.

The information was gathered by Rev.
Pat Cataldo.

Jude Samson of Ebeye and written by

Among Rev. Samson's sources were two Kwajalein men living on

Ebeya, Jimotlok and Lasto, who are repositories of the history and legend

surrownding the Iroi).

Jimotlok, about 8¢ years old, holds the hereditary title Dri Kean, which
{8 translated as "Mouth of the King," or "King's Cownaeclor.”

Laato, also a Dri Kean, died recently at about 75.

He was one of the

duindling band of artisens who fashion Dreke In Nin (the pandanus pownder).
As small boys, both Jimotlok and Lasto served in the retinue of Kabuslep-
lap, Xabua the Great, grandfather of Irotj Lejolan Xabua.

vear the bedroom of Ireij Lejolan'e
home if he is away. It is tabu to

yell or whistle near the Iroij.
Even the boldest children will not
Tun or play close to his house.

When onc of Ircij Lejolan's people
catches a fish, the head is given to

- 2

| JAGIV LEJGLAN inBin...Chw ¢ Tra jour

kings of tks Ralik Marshalls mow liv-
ing. The oshers are Ircij Halua
Kadua, Iroij Albert Loeak ond Leroid
{Queen) Neiroro. This line of Iroij
goea back more than 100 years.

the Iroij. He {s also given the best
coconuts; the best part of the bread-
frufit and pandanus (tlie middle and
lower part, not that near the stem);

the best of the stalk of bananas (the
two or three bottom rows, growing by
the atem); and a share of all othér
food.

When there is a death in the com-
wunity, an alab must have the per-
missfion of the king to arrange a
burial on his weto. When, as often
happens, two alabs petition for the
same burial, the Iroij decides be-
tween them.

_ Marshallese tradition dictates that
the dead must be buried within 24
hours. But the funeral cannot

begin until the Iroij or his desig-
nated representative arrives, even
if the Iroij delays far beyond the
customary 24 hours. a&nd when the
Iroij does go to pay his final res-
pects to the dead, his people, with-
out exception, must go with him,

even if he chooses to go in the mid-
dle of the night. .

"Tioes Are Changing

Changing times and changing ways
have nullified some of the ancient
prerogatives. Courts and judges now
settle disputes in which once the
king would have been both judze and
jury, with no appeal of his decision.
‘The Iroij p~ longer conscripts mea
and wvomen for war, though he can aad
does conscript men for work and
wonmen for pleasure.

Once, the secrets of ocean naviga-
tion and the knowledge. made visible
in the wonderful Marshallese “stick
charts" were known only to hereditary

(Continued en Page 4)
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Kings of the Marsholls...

(Continued from page 3)
kinge or their close relatives.
Later, a fcw commoners werce permitted
eo legrn the closely-guarded secrets,
but only with permission of the
highest Iroij.

Prccious Posscssion

"In days gone by, the Irolj might
make a commoner an alab, give hin an
island or other property, in cxchange
for the very precious, very valuable
possession called Drcka In lin, the
pandanus pounder. The pounder was
shaped frotm the thickest part of the

‘] huge tridacna shell or from very hard

vhite coral rock found deep im the
In a painstaking process
that could take as long as five
yecars, the artisan used 2 stone adz

| to chip and smooth the shell into
.| the heavy, beautifully~functional in-
‘t strument used then, and used today,

to prepare pandanus fiber for weav-
ing. All Dreka In Nin once belonged
by right to the king only, who night
then give one to his most loyal far~
i1ly, or present onc to all the women
‘of a_certain village.

Nowadays, while some people still
give Dreka In Nin to thelr Iroi},
many keep them or make thenm for sale.

Once, too, golden cowrics and
trumpet shells belonged by right to
the Iroij, and were given to hia as
soon as they vere found.

N Kings Were Tatooed

In the olden days, when the Iroij
called a meeting of his pecple fron
Kvajalein to Eniwetok, he assembled
then at Bojar, Kamu. When he as-
sembled a meeting from Jaluit dowm
to ‘tbon, they gathered at Buoj,
Aflinglaplap, the place of the Coun-
¢4l weeting. . Buo} was also the
place of the tatooers. In the old
days, eo, body-tatooes, belenged
only to the Iroij, their wives and
children. It was at Buoj the kings
PRGN TL o o) O F S P ;
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RUMA! "HISTORY BOOKS™...were consulted by Fev. Jude Samson of Ekeye, teccrd

From right, to collect % formation about the kirds of the Karshail Islaxds.

Jirotlok, left, and Lasto,
merories with Rev. SamGon.

endured the process that decorated
them on face, thighs, chest and back,
to make them beautiful for their
wives.

Family and Clan

Stories of the olden days in the
Marshall Islands are woven through
with intriguc and violence. To
appreciate these stories of clan
politics and warfare, it is neces-
sary to understand something of the
structure of the Marshallese fa=ily
and clan.

Every Marshallcse at birth becones
a merber of both a Zwij and a Joul.
Puwij cay be translated as “famlily,"
but it is quite diffcrent fron what
an Amcrican thinks eof as his fazily
A Marshall Islander includes in his
rwoti: his parents, brothers and sis-
ters; his mother's parents; his =oth-
er's sisters, their husbands and
children; his cothexr's unmarriced
brothers and possibly, though not
necessarily, grandporents, great
aunts and uncles, near and distazt
cousins. all on his wother's sile.

Jowi fa the Ralik Marshallcse word
for “clan."” A clan is made up of all
those vho trace their origins mairi-
linecally to the same ancestor. iwo
menbers of the same clan cannot
marry; children are born into their
mother's clan. A nusband is thete-
forc in a differeat clan than thit of
his wife and children. Representa-
tives of many jowi arc included sn a
wig. .

According to old Marshallese cis-
tom, a man owes primary loyalty {o
Wis sisters and their children,
_rather than to his wifc and his own
children. At the same time, his
wife vould look to her brothers for
assistance for hersclf and lier mil-
dren dn time of crisis.

In The Time of The Wnalers

In the early 1800's, before tie
wmissionarics, In the time of the

* vhalers, the most powerful clan in

the Ralik Marshalls was the Ejjeva,
in the southera islands of Fbon,
Joluft, Komorik, Kili and A)lingtap-
lap. In those days, cveryonc Su the
Ejjowa Clan was an lvoei) or had the
blood of 1rol). 7The nase of the
great Ejjowa kiug was Jencllot.

- Then a cunning, ruthless and jover=
ful king arose from the 1§idril Clan
in the noxrthern trulanis of Kvalalein,

‘us juice.

gecond from left, shared thair knouledee and
Pat Cataldo, far right; wrote the articlc.

Ujac’, lae and Wotho. He was Lannini
of Wotho, who was to gather a great
war porty and conguer the Ejjowa.
Lannini 15 sometimes knovm as
Lannint #atel (Lannini the Snart)
for the ways he outsmarted his en-
emies. For instance, he made a
special point to have sorme of his
blood in the Ejjova Clan in order to
gain control of that clan. He ar-
ranged narriages of sore of his sis-
ters (dncluding, by custosm, his
mother's sisters® daughters) to
Ejjowa Clan Puirak vho controlled the
castern islands of Fhon, Fili and
Nasorik. (Prira® are soms of an
1roij father and a corscner rother;

vhile not so powerful as those whose

parents are both of royal bleod, they
are nevertheless mewmbers of royalty
and landowners.)

Because of Marshallcese custem, sons
born to these sisters vegarded their
uncle, Lannini, as their chief. Thus
through his nephews, Lanninf gained
control of these Ejjowa islands.

Lannini the Hypocrite

This vily king {8 also knowm 2¢
Larnini Etac (Lannini the Hypocrite),
and the following storics show why.

1t was typical of Lanniui to kill
anyone in his clan who becane teo
poverful. One time he made up his
nind that the husband of ouc of his
own sisters must be eliminated.

First, he privatcly told sore of
his subjects to bring hinm five or
six coconut shells filled with
Jerredb, a very nourishing, satisfy-
ing liquid food made by mixing water
with a dried cake of boiled pandan-
Then he scerctly dis-
patched a warrior to behead his bro-
ther-in=law,

Vhen reports of the death reached
hin, Lannini refused all fcod for
two wecks, limiting bhimscl( to wvhat
cveryoue supposed vere sips of vater
from the coconut shells. In reality,
he wae sustafning hicsel( very well
on Jernele Ms sister assuned that
Lannind was fasting to join her in

vourning, and 50 no trouble arose be- -

tween then.
Two With One Blow

Another tiwme, Lannint was Yving on
Wojn, an fsland fu Atbinglaplap Atol]
wvhere there ltved tvo ethes Trodd,
one of vhor wvas very poverful, To

tLent fnued on page 5)
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Kings of the Marshalls...

{Continued from page 4)

climinate both kings, Lannini devised
a sly plan, When he caught 2 big
fish, he sent the head to the power—
ful Iroij, and only thc tail to the
other. When he sent breadfruit,
Laonind sent betakiak (the bust

kind) to the powerful chief, and
mejuen (the poorest kind) to the
other.

Then Lannini had his pecople report
to the lesser Ivoij that he was sor-
Ty he could send only mejuwat and the
tails of fish, but be waz afraid of
the powerful Iroi) and must send the
besge to him.

Enraged by these humiliations, the ’
lesser Irol) gathered his warriors
and killed the other chief, Free
from the threat of his powerful en-
nmy, lonnini soon killed the remain-
$ng Irol].

. Strange Idiosyncracy

Lannini had a strange idiosyncracy,
the rerory of which is preserved in
a Marshallese saying, Ljeraxrok in
Lemnini, which means, “Lannini's
kind of sailing.” It is told that
Lannini would announce, 'Tomorrow
we safl from Kwajalein temake war
on the South." Everyone would hur-
ry to collect supplies and ceet on
the beach...only to find that
Lannin{ really eeant, "ue will sail
any time from now on," pcthnps as
owch as a yeer latexr. Ejorarrok in
Lavnir! wipht be the vesponse of a
contenporary Marshall lslander to
sonecne who off-handedly suggests,
“Let's sail to Ailinglaplap tormer-
rouw,"”

. Lann{ni’s Descendents

Many of the zost depertant figures
in Marshallese history arc descend-
ed {rem Lannini. His grandson,
KRatboke, wae the Irosj on Ebon whe
saved the lives of the first Protes~
tant nissfonaries to the Marshalls.
viien. they landed on his island in
1857, The missionary group, fnclud-
ing Dr. and Mrs. George Pierson,
neve and Mrs. Edward T. Dooanc and
Konakaole of hawail and his wife,
hac come from the wission at Kusafe
te establish a station on Lbon. The
fslanders wanted to kill then, as
they did all strangers who landed on
thedr shores. But Kaiboke adopted
the missicnarics as his children,
2ccepted the Christian veligion and
forced his subjccts to take Christi-
anfty as the island religion.

Kabua the Creat, rewwognized by Cer-
zan authogitfes {n the late 1500°s as

the King of all the #alik MParshulls,
was Lanninl's great-grondson.

Ireil Lejolon Kabua, Irefj Kabua
Kabua and Irofj Albert Locak, three
of the living kings of the Ralik
Marshalls, orc all Lannini’s great-
great-great~grandgons.

Préparations for War

To attack the Ejjowa Clan {vw the
south, Lananini gathered a great war
party from Kweajalein, Ujae, Lac and
Votho, ond caze to Kwajalein Atoll to
make preparations for battle.«

It 15 told that Lannini's accy num-
bered 1,000 warriors, with a flcet of
50 war canoes, The war canocs of
that. day were very large -- perhaps
50 feet long and scven feet wide -
and so slow that it might take two
days to sail the cight wiles from
Ennylabagen (Carlos) to Kwsjalein
and as long as half a year to sail
from Fbadon to Kwajalein.

Feathers decorated the masts and
woven-pandanus sails. The canoe of
the Iroij was deccr=ted {n a special
way 5o as to be easi; recognizable
to his warriore. Iur ing the day, the
Izoin sailed in the lecad, but at
night his canoe was the last so that
he could help any of his fleet that
ran into difficulty.

¥omen Accompanied Warrfors

Each canoe carried 20 men and three
or four women. Women accorpanied the
wvarriors into battle tc beat the
drurs that nade the spirit for war.
They ware appeinted by the Irodj, and
it was considered a great honor to be
sclected. The war drucs were rade
by hollowirg two- or three~foot sec-
tions of. palm or pandanus and cover-
ing the top with shork skin.

There $5 a Marshallese proverd,
¥ora-Lejrmarjurt, which seans, “A

- women should be between tvo warricrs,

not behind thes." Marshall Islanders
fcel that a woman should be between
warriors of opposing sides to create
the spirit of fighting so that the
encoy will be killed. They also feel
that, should bad blood oarisc between
two men of the sore side, a wonan
sheculd stand betveen ther to step
ther from fighting cach other.

The problem of supplying food for
large war parti{es on lenpthy voyages
wag met by the Marshall Islonders in
ingenious ways. Hundreds of years

.

, befere rodegn science developed “tuebe

end cube food" for the astronauts,
the Marshallese had learned to make a,
food that would ecccupy relatsvely
little space in transit and last for
years.

They prepared Jonkun, a dried cake
¢{ hoiled pnndm\w Juice, vhich re-

" an entire real,

‘{eportant for war.

‘fror, one canoe to another.

mains edible for as long a4 ten Yeanrs
after preparation and 1s so npucish-
ing that a single slice suffices for

Jenkun is atill made, as it was o
Lanpini’s tire and for unteld gencra-
tions before that. in rolls about as
long as a man's arm-and three or four
inckes across, wrapped tightly in
pandanus leaves and bound solidly
with sennit (coconut fiber rope) into
a nearly air-tight packape. For cer-
coonfal occasfons, jJerbun is forrec
into enormous cakes, six fcet tall
and vore than a foot in diareter,
weighing as ruch as 300 pounds. Trad-
itionally, the end slices of these
huge jerikun are given to the lroij.

Mixed with water, Jern“un becomes
Jenneb, the novrishing liquid food
with wvhich Lannipnil crafrily sustained
himself during bis two wecks' “mourn-
ing fast,”

The war parties also prepared and
carried with then quantities of dried
fish and Foconut.

Many Wells {n Kwajalein

Drinking water was ccllected and
transported in big coconut shells
plugged with picces of wood wrapped in
pardanus Jeaves. Collecting water was
casy in Keajaléin Atoll for there were
many good wells. One of the rain
Y$111ing .tations" was Ftacden Island,
wvhere a hole dug right cn the beach
would fill uwp wicth drinksble water.

Marshallese Weapons

Of course, an arseral of u}apons V2R }§
also prepared. Marshallese war spears |
were carved from coconut anéd iren wocds,
varying from es long 25 & ran's arm up
to 12 fect. The long, very siarp tip
was surrounded at its base by three ot
four backward-curving hcors. It mipght
not k{ll an encny tc steb hix with
such a spear, but when the wespon was
prlled out, against those hooks, that
killed hinm!

Ancther type of spear, called rajraf
wvag flat, with a row of shark tceth on
eesch edge. .

Quantities of coconut oil were very
Most of the fight-
ing wae done on the water, lcaping
Marshal-
lese warriors rubbed themsclves with
the ofl to make it difficult for the
enemy to get ‘a fatal grip.

Conquerer of the South

With war preparations rade, Lannini
sailed for the south at the hcad of
his great arey. He led the Tjfidrik
Clan in many battles against the Fj-~
jova and eventvally cenguered all the
southern Marshalls. W4hen the battles

(Continued on pagec 6)
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+ CLOBAL MNEWS FEATURES
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" Kings of the Marshalls..

(Continucd from page 5)

wera over, the Ijidrik became the
Ixroi) clan and the Ejjowa were cop=
tives and slaves.

For the first time, the Ralik Har-
shalls were nominally under the con-~
trol of one high chief. But, though
he had made hinself the sost powerful
king in the Ralik Chein, lannini
could not prevent inter-clan warfare.
The powver struggle intensified wvntil
ft culminated in the last great war
in the Rallk Chain, in the latter
part of the 19th Century. Not until
the time of Kabus the Crect, Lanni-
nt's great-grondson would there be
peeace in the Falfik Marshalls.

“Launa's Warp”

The last war In the Ralik Marshalls
was fought between two preat-grand-
sons of lannini, Kabuva and Litokwa.
Rabua's mother was Litokwa's aunt;
the twe men vere couvsins.

Fighting with Kabua was Launa, a
great werricr from Kwezjalein Atoll,
vho served as Kabua's “chicef of
staff.” Because Launa's advice
turned the tide of bLattle and won
the war for Kabua, the Marshallese
cal) it Launc Tarivee, “Launa's War."
(Rabuva's father, Jiba, was Lavre's
uncle. laura, in turn, was the uncle
of Jefrota, the father of iroij Lejo-
lan Kabuz.)

Fighting for Litokwa was his uncle,
Kaiboke, grendson of lanniri and pow-
erful 1reij in the south ~- the same
kirg whe saved the lives of the mis-
sfenarfies on bhon lsland.

Kabua ceosiderced hirself king of
all the halik Mershalls. Pe attain-
ed the title Falwolgpler (Fabua the
CGreat} during the time of the mis-
sionary Pr. Benjamin Srow or Fbon
(1857-1372).

JTo firely establish Kobua's auth-
ority, Lauvna advised him te tour the
northern and southcin islands with a
war party in a shou of force. After
speriing sbout a year in the north,
¥abuz, Launa and the war party sailed
fror. Lvoj, Ailinglaplen, to Fhon to
tour the southern fslonds.

The kings of tban vere of the Erro-
ja Clan (which is also Rev. Jude Sam=
gon's clam). Kabua's son, Laclan,
vho wvas thew: Just a young boy, vas
also ap Errcja. YKabva was of the
1ro3j clan, but his father var 1jid-
ik, as was Launa. The Frreja birgs
resented Kabuo bringix: peeple of
the 1jidrik Clan tc ther. After
Kabuo had been on the jsland for a
tire, the peeple of Fhen conspired
to ki1l e, ané Mie pariy..

Kabtua vanted to flee vhen ke learrn-
ed of this plen, tut the people of
Ybon had hlockad the narrow passape-
woy ovt of the teef.

Lacra told Kabue to take the var
party te Mirek, another igland im
the atell, anc stay there five days.
Thee Lutes told the lreld of tben
*that be, toc, war going to Meirck for
s war council. The jecple of Fhon
were. to wotch Ivinek; $f thoy saw (t
turniey, 4t weudd be & sipral that
Kotua, Lauro and thetr varricrs would
to curdng Lo Fhen for battle.

Launs Foow when a Bph vind vould
core and vher the tide would be Ligh
croupl for Fabua's fleet te go oves

the ebhstrections fe the pass. Vher

he got to Muinek, he told his sen b
load up the cannus vwith ferod, water,
specra ond rocks (to stoac the war-
riors from Flor), and to put &ll tke
vomen et¢ children on boavd. e or-
devec hie men to follow hin oed de
exuctly as he dic. Then ke set fire
to Mwinck.

The people of Fhon hud fortified
thedr beacl in preparation for
battle. They stecd watchirg Meednek,
tut could sce nothing but secke and
fire. B

Dr. Spow's Book

g et

It 18 told that Dr. Sncw, the mis~
sfonary, tried his bent te stop the
war, When he saw the var party ap-
greachking through the seoke, be sat
down and vrete it al) in a book.

Lovna led his purty tevard ene end
of ften. The varrfers cor the shore,
following his covrse, gatherved at
the spot on the beach vhere they
thought he would lane.

Suddeniy, just offehore, Lavna re-
versed his ccurse and sailed back
aleng the length ¢f Lbon island and
cvt the passageway, Jeading the flect
eway from Fbon Atoll.

To Kabua, he safd, "You dorn't have
toe fight these people, for Fbon is -
yours. Your sen Laclan 3s Errcja;
when be grous vp, Eben will te his
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latter part of tne L3th Contiay.
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and Zbeye.

preperty -- and $f {t s his, it is
yours." His advice Lirncd cuc te be
right, because teday Ebon is eotfre-
ly oured by lrof} Kalua habua, son
of laclan and his wvite, Nefmer, who
vas Launa's davghter.

Drifting Men of Wolcaf

As the var perty railed lrer Eber:
to Jaluit, they come across scven
Woleai wen driftirg in onc cinoe.
(Wolcai is one of the western Yapese
frlands.) Iroij Locak, vho was rid-
iug $6. the first canrce of habua's
flect, sajled for the driftirg ves-
se). Pif cer asked 11 they should
%111 the voleat son, Lut lrci) Locak
gald, "Por't ki}l then; T wiil take
iher to Allinglaplap ond aeapt theo.
ur my sens.” So they teck the driftk
{ng canct UNLCY tow.

The rescucd nen did not understand
that Locak wanted to help them. Alter
a8 few hours they seddenldy Jearec
ahcard Locnb’s cance, hilling overy=
ony wboard except leval blesclf, vho

Jumped overboard. 1
f.euna, fn the nesl conne viLk
Kabus, sav uhat had bappoered sl
snlicd over to plek locok cp.  “What
gliall ve do with these toleas oen?"
Louna asked Kabugo, who tnsvered,
"Let's not bother with thore orfft-
tng kejoke (logs}.”" . But Launa nail-
ed toward them and, when he vas
close envuph, he jumpeod $nte thei:
cance. NHe Fad forgotter his battle
ar. and shouted for lds zen te throw
1¢ to him. As the WVeiced wer at-
tocked Lim, Launa couvght his ex and
%illed the men ene by cre.  The last
ene jurped cverboard, ro Laura jump-
od in after hinm ard killed hia in
the water: 7Thus Laune gaved localk,
the grandfather of Iroij Albert
Loeak.

When "Launa's HWar' erded, repre-
sentatives of the Gerrarn governcent
stepped it and vecognized Falualcplep
as King of the Kalik Marshalls.

Four Living Kings

Four hereditary kings of the Ralik
Marskalls ere row living. represen~
tatives of & line of ircij thotv gces
Lack wels over ¢ bhundred years end
that will centinve te cxist through
their chkildren.

They are! .

1RCIJ LE3GLAN KARUA, son of Jetmota
(Jeimota was Laupa's nephow); gropoe-
son of Fabua the Creat: greal-great~
great-grandson of Lannini.

IRCIJ KABUA KAPLA, scn cf Lzielan:
grandscn cf Kebua the Great; great-
great-great-grandsen of Lamnfnd.

IRCIJI ALETR1 LCLAY, sep =l Letekh- |
koj; grendsonr of Lecak; greategreat-
great-grandsen of lannindi.

LEKQTJ (GUELN) REIVvC:C,

The rea). hete ¢f the three Iroi)
is Ailinglaplep; towever for busi-
negs repsens, lrofj Lejolarn. and
Irof3 Altert freguently live on
Fbeye, while Irci! Kabuva habua 49
Trust Terrvitory Asscciate Judpe of
the Marehall lslands Iistrice, liv-
Jug en Lzdute. Lerei) Yelworo
l4ves In Ebor Atc)l., She fs the
mother 3£ Treid Adbert's vife,
Kellerg, e will fnherit the title
tpor Meleero's death. )

clan and Land

Lifc in the Ralik Yarshzils is
voch different than {t vas in the
time of Livnini, but mery of the
privileges znd responsibilitics of
the Ircij bave renalred the sare.

The sare two factove that rade
thelr sreescers powerful cake the
ircij powerful today: clan end
Jagd,

The fathers ¢f all the living
Jroij ceve frer the greet 131¢rik
ond Fryetras c¢lans, to which belenps
zost ¢f the land of the Rajix dar-
shalls. New, pPr it vas generelicons
opey lend 38 power,

6




MICRONESTIA
THE BREADFRUIT REVOLUTION

by Byron Baker; East-West Center Press, Honolulu;1971

POSTWEZR DISLOCATION

Jaluit, in the Marshalls and Dublon, in Truk, the former
Japanese administrative centers, had been heavily damaged by war-
time bombing, so the United States created new centers. In the
Marshalls, Majuro became the district capital. The facilities
established there by the American military when the lagoon was
occupied during the Central Pacific campaign were inherited by the
new government.

LEGEND

On many islands, particularly the low coral atolls, there is
little in the way of suitable material for heavy construction.
Marshallese legend describes what would be an interesting exception.
It is said that the Ralik and Ratak chains of the Marshalls were
peopled from basalt pillars, one in each chain of islands.
Luatonmur, a pillar on Bojar Island in Namu Atoll, supposedly bore
the first Ralik chief, and her sister, Liribribju, on Aur Atoll,
the first of the Ratak chiefs.

The Marshall Islands themselves are said to have been created
after a tree growing in the head of the first human, a man named
Uelip, split his skull. From the broken head emergad twp bpus.
Etau and Djemlut. Etau subsequently became angry with his father
and flew off one day with a basket of soil to build his own home.
Earth falling through holes in the basket sprinkled the Pacific
waters, and formed the Marshall Islands.

ADMINISTRATION

East of Ponape are the Marshalls, an administrator's nightmare
of small remote atoll communities scattered over a region of ocean
larger than California. They are the eastern end of a long sweep
of atolls that begins far to the west, near Yap: Ulithi, Woleai,
Ifalik, Lamotrek, the Mortlocks, Kapingamarangi, Mokil, to name a few.

There is much that is similar throughout the area, though
folkways and political relationships differ from place to place.

All of the islands are small, generally no more than a mile or
so long, a few hundred yards wide, a few feet above the sea.
Life there is a recurrent round of taro and breadfruit raising,
fishing, and copra harvesting. The great sailing canoes of the
islands are made here from the trunks of breadfruit trees.

Overhead is the great bowl of the sky, blue and fleeced with
thunderheads, or grey with tropical drizzles or sgualls; on every
side tne sea, pulsing in the lagoon, crashing on the reef. There is
a closeness, an intimacy with the elements on these ribbon-like
atolls that is never sensed where life is more robust, resources
more plentiful.

The Marshallese of old had words to describe the relatinnship
of the men of the atolls with their scant, sandy soil, their vul-
nerability to stormy seas. Soil was strong or weak like a man. The
land had sinews if it was good. It was talk that was full of bone
and blood, an eloguent testament to the delicate environmental
balance.

These islands are largely self-sustaining. If there is a long
drought, if a blight hits the breadfruit, if the fish are poisonous,
people probably will go hungry. Except for such travels as the
islanders may undertake in their outrigger canoes, their only
contact with the rest of the world is the Trust Territory's
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subsidized "field trip ship" service and small radios with which they
maintain tenuous contact with district center. The ships are small
and too few. In most regions they make their circuits of the out-
lying islands once in about three months, depending on how much

they are diverted by storms, mechanical failures, grounding on the
numerous reefs, diversion for emergency medical service to other
islands, epidemics at district center, contract negotiations, or

lack of cargo.

On this slender lifeline depends the outer islander's ability to
sell copra, have tobacco or alcohol, obtain medical service beyond
the skills-of a corpsman, get an education, receive mail, obtain
tools, and buy any food he cannot grow or catch.

LEGEND

According to Marshallese legend the sail came to the outrigger
canoe as a gift from Liktanur, a woman of Ailinglaplap Atoll, to
the youngest of her ten sons. The boys had decided to race their
canoes across the lagoon, from Woja Island to Jeh Island. Liktanur,
loaded with bundles, appeared at the beach just as the race was
about to begin, and asked each of her sons in turn to take her along.
Eyeing her bulky packages dubiously, all refused except the young-
est, Timur. Liktanur detained him on the beach until the others
were off across the lagoon, paddles flashing. Then Liktanur opened
the bundles she had brought to reveal a sail, rigging, and spars.

On the way across the lagoon, she demonstrated tacking, and Timur
won the race.

The legend says that Timur and his brothers ascended to heaven
after their deaths, and became stars which Marshallese used as
aids to navigation.

Carolinians and Marshallese alike could navigate by stars,
currents, elapsed voyage time, wave set and such signs as the
appearance of certaim sea birds known to frequent given locations at
particular periods of the year. Chants preserved the accumulated
knowledge, which islanders exchanged among themselves over large
regions. The Marshallese even constructed charts to record sailing
information. Made fxom sea shells and pandanus roots, the charts
showed the set of currents and waves around islands and in the open
ocean. The shells represented the islands, the sticks the currents.
The mattang, for a single point; the meddo, for four or more; and
the rebbalib, for the whole of the Marshalls; chain.

ECONOMIC SITUATION

A copra industry that produces less than it could or should...
the beginning of tourism and fisheries...some scattered vegetable
and livestock farming...a bit of handicrafts manufacture, a
trace of seashell harxrvest, dwindling scrap metal sales, unexplored
forests, unplumbed oceans, uncrossed seas, unrecorded and inalienable
lands....

These are the industries and the resources from which the good
life in Micronesia must sprlng despite:
----- an economic structure in which givernment of one sort or another
employs 64 percent of all the workers.
----- an economy that in 1967 paid cash wages to only about 34 percent
of the potential lavor force, and distributed the money unevenly

(nearly 40% in the Marianas while only 13% in Truk.)
--—-rapid growth in a predominantly youthful population (over 3%
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growth a year in recent years; better than 60% of Micronesia's
people are under the age of twenty four.

----uneven income distribution. (the government pays best. In
1970 copra growers made an average of $275; stevedores, $430;
retail and wholesale employees, $1125; construction workers,
$1330.)

~~--conflicting cultures, uncertain political union, impediments
to travel, poor education, and no common language (yet).

-~--an extreme shortage of investment capital; grave land tenure
problems; dispersed population; inadequate roads, power, and water
resources; restrictions on trade.

LEGISLATIVE DEVELOPMENT

In the Marshalls, however, legislative development took a
quite different form. There the traditional leaders who had been
incorporated into a separate House of Nobles were the Iroij,
customarily the holders of title to all land and possessors of
knowledge of navigation and supernatural matters. Their land
rights had been sharply eroded during the Japanese mandate, but
the CivAd in large measure restored them to their former positions
of eminence. They dominated the Marshall Islands Congress and
defeated the several attempts at reform of that body sponsored by
the trusteeship administration. Far from being over-awed by the
legislative process, the Marshallese Iroij made it a weapon for
defending their own interests.



