Spirit Of Progress Going
Strong At Indiahoma

Civic pride and progress
are alive and well in
Indiahoma. And in spite ol

summer sun and soaring .

temperatures, plans, projects
and community togetherness
are moving right along as
citizens of all ages continue

with a spirited momentum

that is adding new promlse to
their home town.

From a colorful sign at the
exit on Highway 62, west of
Lawton and Cache, that
informs folks entering India-
homa of the benefits in
which townspeople take

pride, to the streets that are

now marked with name signs
and brand new traffic control
signs, a look of progress is
showing clearly. New homes
are appearing, new additions
show the growth in church
and civic interest and
attendance, and everybody is
talking about the meetings,
the committees, the plans for
the future. .

FESTIVAL A

BIG SUCCESS
Lots of visitors came to
Indiahoma on Memorial Day
weekend to attend the
Festival of Home Towns.
And the three-day festival of
games, contests, music,

entertainment and funfare -

for all ages appeared to be a
huge success. Festival com-
mittee worked hard to offer
“something for everybody,”
and kids, teen-agers, adults
and senior citizens all were
well pleased with the effort.
Now folks are just as
excited about the prospects
for an improved and updated
water supply system, sum-
mer activities for Indiahoma
youth, plans for a “Country
Store”, and other pro;ects
that - no longer are  just
dreams, but are now within
sight.
WATER SYSTEM GETS.
ATTENTION i
“A town water supply is of
utmost importance,”
Barbara Bailey, mayor, “and
this town has voted over-
whelming approval for: a
proposal that will authorize
the Public Works Authority
; to borrow $210,000 from

Farmers Home Administra- -

tion. And that money, along?
with HUD grant money will*

enable the city to update and”

improve the water system}-
_including distribution lines’
and fire hydrants,” said the
mayor.,

- Indiahoma had been xssued
an ultimatum several months
ago that the town water
supply had an excess of
fluoride and must be given
attention. Two routes to
make the improvements

were suggested: one pro-
posal included maintaining

" the present water-system but
providing necessary water
treatment facilities;

system. -

“Indiahoma folks know we
have good water, much softer
than if we ta'pped some
unknown sources,” said civic
leaders. The problem was the
excessive fluoride content,
but studies showed that
proper treatment, though
costly, could correct this to
reach safe health and
environmental standards.

A VOICE TO INFORM

Thanks to another recent

* arrival on the town scene -
- The Indiahoma Voice- resi-

said

dents were ‘informed of all
facts and figures for both
proposals. Then a door-to-
door survey was made to let
all residents express their
wishes. 145 preferred the
present water system with

. defluoridation plant; five

voted for the rural water
system; and seven persons
were undecided. v

The actual vote paved the
way for definite action on
necessary funding. -

“The Indiahoma Voice” is a
town newsletter that now is

doing an excellent job of !

keeping folks informed about

issues and activities. VISTA .

volunteers are making it
possible to distribute this
newsletter abcuit every two
weeks, and a recent issue
highlighted not only election
and water project news, but
a town ice cream social,
planned youth activities,
possible neighborhood watch
to prevent vandalism, news

the |
second proposal was to-
convert to a rural water -

from the neighboring Wichita |
Mountains Wildlife Refuge -

and Job Corps center, and
personal notes of interest.
VISTA WORKERS
HELPFUL
Five local citizens have

completed training as VISTA -

volunteers, and their energy
and talents are now at work

assisting with a variety of .

projects. They include Joyce
Jaye, Kay Chebahtah, Cathe-
leen Miller, Mary Work and
Ken “llgren.

- Several young people
employed under the CETA
program are also combining a
variety of job training with

.community cleanup and,
) J)rO]ect assists.. RO

In addition‘fo fhe 1mprove A
‘ments in water system,”
Indiahoma is approaching .
Step III in its project for *

PPN IR AR
e

updated sewer facilities. And

-paper, work and executlon of .
‘necessiry ~'document$ “is’
_proceeding to finalize a grant.‘
.of $840,000 which has already .
‘received approval. Street '
improvements, housmg re-:
habilitation and many other

definite improvements on the
scene are expected to benefit
from these funds. '
PLANS RESULT IN
ACTION
Indiahoma will well re-

member the Bicentennial -

Year, 1976, when they held a
Town Meeting. Many of the
programs and activities now
coming to reality had their
beginning there when people
came together to consider
what were the problems of
the small town and what
were some realistic solutions.

Then in June, 1978, many
of those same people joined
for a Human Development
Consultation to pinpoint
ways in which local expertise
and natural resources might
be utilized to develop the
improvements that were
needed to enhance the future
of the town.

Now serving on the
committee which is continu-
ing with these plans are
Raymond Almanza, presi-
dent; Clarence Holsey, vice
president; Carlens Wisner,
secretary; Betty Thrash,
treasurer; Jay Dee Robert-

son, H.C. Brenton and Mayor

Bailey.

“We have made progress
Among our bnggest success-
es, we feel, is in motivating

so many townspeople,”
committee members.

Watch for more good news
from. Indiahoma!!! . ‘

said
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MAILING OUT “THE INDIAHOMA VOICE” with
news about community issues and happenings are
some of the busy VISTA workers in the area.
Catheleen Miller is shown with daughter Rebecca as
they had the latest newsletter all folded and ready to
go in the mail. :

’f- N
“A MAJOR DREAM of
the community is to have
health services available,”
said one of the goals
when Indiahoma residents
joined for & Human
Development Consultation
in 1978. Now a health
center does make
available certain services
on a regular schedule.
Joyce Jaye, seated, Is
showing some of the
pamphlets and brochures
on a variety of health
problems . which are
available at the location.
Checking them over are
Rhonda Kretzer and Anita
Lambert, two Ceta em-
ployees who had been on
the job getting the center
thoroughly cleaned for the
visit by a nurse from the
county health service.
“The visiting  nurse
usually sees from twenty
to twenty-five area
residents on each visit,”
said Ms. Jaye. The nurse
may perform routine blood
pressure  checks,  im-
munizations and many
other types of services
which can help to deter-
mine needed attention or
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diahoma postmaster,
shows markers that “in-

dicate the main_intersec-

tion in  the town,
Showplace and  Main,
across the street from the
post office. - Anc  other
town residents are just as
proud to have all streets

RICHARD CRONE. IN-

“and-
marked. And another new

clearly named
addition, thanks to the
Oklahoma Department of.
Transportation, are ap-.
propriate traffic control i
signs at the corners and
intersection, indicating
"S{op',', “Yield” and
other directions.
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7 diahoma had "
simply outgrown its existing sanctuary, said Rev. *

a-.
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George Stauffer, pastor. So a remodeling project is
underway that will double the size and seating area
of the sanctuary. Plus provide the comfort of central § :
heat and air throughout the church, add carpeting '
for the sanctuary, and other improvements. Pictured '
at work on the project are Don Clark, Cache, and
Maurice Jones, Indiahoma. The church soon will be
mapping plans to celebrate its 75th anniversary, and

the congregation is highly motivated.



ADDITIONAL CLASSROOMS for the Sunday school of Indiahoma First Bap-
tist church were completed late last year and are being put to good use. Edith
Brewer and son Billy posed obligingly, since both are pleased with the new
facilities. Edith edits the church newsletter and also teaches a Sunday school
class. Billy was still bubbling about the fun of Vacation Bible School.

Rev. Reuben Feind, pastor, has served the church since January, coming to
Indiahoma from Goodlett, Texas. He is pleased with the added 1100 square feet
of classroom space and with the spirit and interest of the church. Summer plans
include the annual trip with church youth to Falls Creek Baptist Assembly.
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THIS FAMLY CENTER BUILDING was completed by the Indiahoma Churct

«of Christ in 1979. It includes dining, kitchen and fellowship facilities for a variety

© of church activities. Herman Coffelt, church treasurer, said the church sanctuary
was built in 1967, and a busy and dedicated congregation continues to grow. A
church dinner in the new family center is held the first Sunday of each month,
and the building allows other meetings such as a recent area youth fellowship.

Rev. David Smith, from Duncan, is now minister. He succeeds longtime
minister Duard Givens who recently retired.

==
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Warrior Mural

Indiahoma High School juniors Mike Hannabass, left, and Cisneros, a member of the Treasure Lake Job Corps.
Ricky Stoll admire an 8 by 24-foot mural in the school Cisneros has since enrolled in a two-year commercial art
gymnasium foyer which greeted students who returned to  course at Southwestern State University.

school this month. It was painted this summer by Alberto (Staff Photo)
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covered pavilion, picnic area; physical
fitness trail and restroom facilities, 1f

Kathy Stldﬁam. playmg a girls" summer camp dlrector*,r‘thru
tles the boys’ camp director played by Billy Dawson after hi
mixer proposal results in comedic m:shaps ina scene from the:
Indiahoma High School senior play, * “Kamp Krazy.’ The play
opens today with performances ﬁt I p.m.and 7:30 p.m. in thes
schoolauditorium. ] (Staff Photo)
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At the meveling, which was precedis)

Indiahoma—Ready To Make Something Happen—Signs Up Volunteers

y TiM FORD
I NDIAHOMA (Swafi) — More than
110 of Indiakoma's approximalely
0 residents attended and partictpated
M 2 meeting thal outlined and
launched wirk on o series of plans
desinged to “mabe Indiahoma a show-
place of Oklshamia™
Friduy vvening
Staft members of the Institate of Cyl-
teral Affars and Indishuma residents
discursed the procram in preparatiun
for a week-long planmna session sched-
uled June 16-24, when a delatted lonk at
specific projects will take place These

system. 3 Headstart program, better
care lor elderly persans, and nthers.
Indizhoma is the only town 1
Oklahoma, and onc o1 12 1a the nation,
selected fof the program spensored by
the Instrute. Joeff Ruper, mstitute staff
member, smd over 180 Ohlakoma timns
were considered atler 3 series of “town
Navties” were held statewide, Roper
said the nsitute cansidered  smatl
lowns with potential and approached
the community of Indiahoma, which
acceplied the propesat
Roper said the “potential™ of indi-

all, a3 willingness and enthusiasm on
the vart of the peuple of Indiahama He
said 2 formal imiation sent Lo the n.
dents te assist with the
lopment Propect was a

he st Bnpurtant lactor was the
s af The penple.” Rupuer )
teally want sometome o hap.

pen.
“It s a smalt town wih problems.,
with many people willisg 1o work to
snlve them,” he said. “We believe thal

L YOUr g:re

by a buffet dinne Ben Hotibinse,
Babtint numster. delivored the e swened g
tion and was the first of (e spak s Breparatinn by Smng o vdont-ors
“We ave definte: and reat sweids aned M. sitd e has A sene 35
some chanies are peeded, © fie saad nwna and  aerefe
“we old enore them, bul Tosver et WE M et g
a "Mr. Somchady
s for you
suted o bunld and grow
Rhonda Simams, ety Cherh, saont sange
eeudents were at finst retuctant s
work on the project but are now reads

week wonled be Snhed
and gieeiing June ) w
meludinge Attarney Ge
ryberry aed State S
D-Lawten e sad Goy
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Uracting industries thay
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“I've never met a °‘Mr,
Somebody Else’ who will
polve your problems for you;
nstead of standing still we
khoose 10 e1pand and move
forward,” ssid Ben Hotub-
pee Baptist minister, in -
ng cogmcml tor the m
funity cally held in India.
homa laat Friday.

Moze than 110 residents
pitended the rally that an.

city clerk said she was
“unwilling to skt oo the
sidelines and let the oppor-
tunity pass away."

She introduced the staff
members and called upon the
project director, Bill Sicker,
(0 answer questions.

Barbara Bailey, 8 commun.
ity resident, then called for
volunteers to help prepare for

ohn Heidebrecht, the Men-
honite minister delivered the
favocation and explained his
uppott for the projecv in
ndizhoma. Rhonds Simve,

hounced the vpcoming lg'e wpwll in the ;""x‘ of

Human Devel Consult, bea g
une 18-24. " facility, and  food  and
Following » potfuck dinner, recruitment.

A mecting for the task
force was held a1 7 p.m. last
Monday a1 the schoo! audi-
wrium.

!—_J . .
Rally Kicks Off Indiahoma’s
Human Development Program

different ps with 3 spe-
cia) loc\u":: the upcoming|
beaatification workday set for|
Saturday, June I0th , from 8
am. to$ p.m.

The coasult, will involve
local residents,  volunteer
consultants from across thef
state, with the assistance of
stafl members of the lastitute
of Cuhtural Affairs in building
plans to make [ndiahoma 3
“showplace for the South.
e banquet

¢ opening bangquet starts
Sunday, June 18th at 7 p.m.
in the !chno:“wt:iwrium.m
Dignitaries w prese
?,.;n across the stale. Al
tndishoms  citizens  ace
vile

when our gaals are reached, Ind
il
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was alvo invited.
—

By TOM SHARROCK
NDIAHOMA  (S1affi — A
meeting 10 launch a series of

plans designed to “make Indi-
ahoma 2 showplace of Oklahoma®™
will be held 1n the high schoo) ay-
diterium at 6:30 p.n. Friday,

The inital session, preceded by
@ buffet dinner, will be to discusy a+
week-lonz planning session sched-
uled June 1624, when a detatled
ook 31 specific projecis. These 1n-
clude auracung industries that
pravide obs, improvement of the
water systemn. a leadslart pro.
seam, better care for elderly per-
sons, and olhers.

Indiahoma 15 the enly town 0
COklahoma, and ane of 12 in the na
ton, sclected for the program
sponsored by the Insutute of Col-
tural Allairs.

Jef€ Roper and  Mrs. Glor
Brown, Indiaboma residents who
are working lo create interest n
the project, said Indiahoma was
selected because of ity potential

“fUis & small lewn with prab.
Jeens, with many prople willing 1o
work to solve them," Roper sagl
“We believe that when our poals

are reached, Indiahoma will be a
{ OKI -

The project will Jast Lwo years

N T2 A

Indiahoma Studies Two-Year Plan
To Be An ‘Oklahoma Showplace’

and will have a low budget, which
Roper said will be met by con.
tributions from individuals, busi-
Resses, and corpurations.,

Spectlic goals, and the means by
which they can be reached, will be
discussed  during  the planning
week. Seme 35 consultanls have
been invited to the sission, Roper
said. All volunicers will be ashed
to pay their own travel expenses
and contribute $400 1o the project
which will cover all expenses.

Plans will be printed into @ docu.
ment which wili lauach the prog.
et

According to Roper, four sipular
hunian development projects have
alerady bren completed Sites were
Chicago, DeHa, Miss: Ivy City i
Washington, D.C., and the Stand.
ing Rock Indian Heservation at
Cannonball. N. D.

Al the, comipletion of the program
in Chicago, o blighted area of the
city  had  attracted 16 pew
busimesses wilh potential for 500
pew Jubs. Over 30 residents were
trisned 10 nenghborhond  health
cae. A comnierenal sehisd was
tounded and the comtaonily health
comter was fefurbinbed

In Delta, a conununity garden
provides  vepetables for an iy

proved nutnition program and for
local markets. Communily ress-
dents engaged in reguise commuy-
nily workdays and weekly planming
meetings. Garbaxe removal was
mproved, and volunteer health
workers bewan a nutntisus lunch
program for pre-schoo! children.

The Ivy €1ty pregram was an in.
ner-Washington arva with resufts
siular to the hicage program
Standirg Rock reservation nes has
a nun-profil develupment corpora-
110n 6 sevure indusiries: a commy-
nity.ouned shoppiniz eenter, play-
rrounds, parks. and )2 trans.
planted coltonwnad trees to provide
relief from the basren plan

The Insttute of Cultural Affasrs
15 3 glohal rescarch traming and
demonstration  ageney  coaceraed
with world devetoptient. Twenty
comnumties  sutside the Untted
States have Lunclied developanent
programs  based  on  ezperienee
ganed froon (he pitol provram i
Chacago.

Roper said Mrand Mrs. Ball
Stcker of OKlabmea City will ne
0 laditheia for 1w sesrs w
the praject is besng carrted out

The week-luns: planming session
will start with o banquet in the au-
ditorium at 7 pan. June 38

Sheker s the ng weckh weil
hew 7 werkstps definn
= enals anil) wans by whick)
imd a follow.up
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Commumfy Works to ‘Showcase”

By Lisa Joka

INDIAHOMA — A community effort Is growing
1o turn this small Comanche Couaty town into “a
showease community.”

Indiahoma, population 500, is the only town in
Oklabhoma and one of 12 in the nation selected for
a US. Instuitute of Cultural Affairs program, said
siafl member Jelt Roper.

Six instliute stat! members will spead the next
two years working with residents here 10 1urn the
town into a “showcase community” for agricul-
ture, business and industry.

Over 110 residents turned out for a planning
meeling in the high school auditiorium Friday
night to gear up for a week-long town meeting
June 18-24.

“We're going to attempt to put together local
will and people who know how (o get things done,”
Roper explaioed.

He sald all the town's problems will be dealt

with during the six-day “humao development
council.”
* ~It Is a small town with problems, with many
people willing to work to solve them. We believe
that when cur goals are reached, Indiahoma will
be a sbowplace of Oklahoma.”

Roper said the town's “potential” consists of an
economic boom, a strong schoo) system, and most
of all, enthustasm and willingness to work on the
part of citizens who invited Institute members 1o
assist with the development program.

“It's faitly easy to get a preschool, bul fairly
hard to get industry,” he said. Otk 1 tasic 0ais
iaclude beautifying the town and hninging in
bealth care and services for the elderly.

Indiaboma city clerk Rhonda Sims called her
town “a peaceful place to live™ since the recon-
structed US. 62 highway took heavy tralfic
around the town slx years ago.

There are two grocery-service stations, severa)
churches, a strong schoo! system but no street
signs, she said.

“We're going to put up street sipns,” Mrs. Sims
5a1d. “You ask someone where they live here and
they say “ty box number i’ such and such.”

She said project ideas surfaced at three recent
town meetings.

“Getting Involved — that's the main thing.” she
sald. “I'm getiing tired of people asking, ‘Indiaho-
n":a. where is i1? People from Lawion ask me
that.”

“'We need to say to curselves that we will not fail
= Indiahoma will become a

ty,” said the town clerk-treasurer.

She s3id the werd about the upcoming week-
loag planning project surtaced about two months
ago. Since then two homes have been donated by a
pri;r'ne citizen for living quarters for iastitute
sta

8 .lune 4. 1978 Sechon A 'I'IIP l\l‘l\D»\Y OKLAHOMAN

Indiahomans Clear Out Brush
Junk During ‘Clean-Up Day’

I NDI.AHOMA (su!l) — Residents of Indiahomia participating in 2

p day™ cul prass along roadvides
leading into and through luu'n painted arva storefronts and hauled away
over 10 garbage-truckioads of brush and junk wtemns, Phylis Sticker, pro)-
ect volunteer, said Monday.

The clean-.up day was in preparation for lM planninyg wevk of 2 lvm
year project designed to “make of O
At the Consult Week. June 18-24. vmlmx dmnﬂarics and consultants who
“are problem solvers' and will identily and goals
and decide how to achieve them.

Mrs. Slicker said banners were also cut and sewn for the Consull
Week. She said a “Welcome to Indishoma™ sikn will be erected on S H.
62 by the middle of this week and another clean-up day 1» scheduled for
Saturday.

“We found out you can't clean up the whole Lwn 10 one swevp,” she
said.

Housing for visiting censultants is “pretty well taken care of,” Mes.
Shicker said.

Indiahoma 15 the only lown in Okishoma, st one of 12 10 the nation,
selecled for the refur program sy d by the
Institute of Cultura! Alfairs. a non-prufit veganization headquartered
Chicazgo.

Bill Sticker, project dircetor, said the mstitute aflers community or-
ganizational guidance designed o nvolve all residents in building a town
goal consensus and to kring in "nulslne people who huve o cnitical eye
and a knowledge of what will waork.**

/2 LAWTON MURNING PRGNS, Wenesan e

By TIM FORD
INDIAHOMA (Staffy — With uming
that happens tn coine de \mh an t‘"lwl
bere to “make

IR

Indiahoma’s Old Eats Inr>
To Reopen With Facelift

week of a lwo yvear commnuntty refurs
bishment project sponsored by the In.
statute nf Cahliural Affairs. a nonsprofe

of Oklahemia,” 1he waners ul a clused
vafe are rebuilding the establishment
and wiil rewupen oy 3 donean Cat
feast by the first of August.™”

Huford Young of Indiahuma and his
wifr tna are rompletely remodeting the
old 1 uts lan. which was presiously op-
erated Ly Mrs Young's mether. Ura
Snasty, untl she was forced to refire
beva ise of poor health.

Young said Monday he had hinished
*tearing everything oul™ and will be
ltnstalling  new  fixtures, elecinical
wiring and plumbing.

“We may be fimshed and ready for
business by the middle of next moath 1f
we're lucky, but I'm sure 1t will be
dune by the first of August.” he said
“1 clsed about theee werks ago when
iy nwtheran-law (el] 1, and instead
of ginvame it up we decided to o with it
and make a drivean. "

Young said the drivean will be half
dintng area and hall recrvalion area
with "3 pool table and some pinball
[machines for the kids.*

Young said he also plans to change
the name of the establishment but has
not yel decided on a new name.

3 par .
[Saturday 10 & commonity elean-up
et oerasy aleni readsides,
japnted arca sterefronts and  hauled
away  over o parlontetruchluads  of
brush and qunk dems  Phe clean-op

At the Consult Week. June 1521 vis.
e dinitaries sultants “who are
poohlens ~obver: and pesiderts wel
denttfy comtunty goats and decide
how o achievy them

Phislin  Sheker.  pruject  solunteer,
said banners were abw cut and sewn
for the Consult Week. She said a town
sign will be erected on SH 62 some.
time this week and another clean-up
day s scheduled for Saturday

““We found out you can't clean up the
whole town 1n one sweep.” she said.

Indsahoma 1s the only town n
Ollahoma, and one of 12 1n the natton.
selected for the program il Sticker.
project director. said the Chicaes head
quartered institule oif IRV
ofanizalumidl dundans e desatied to 1o
salve all residents 15 bunding 3 town
Rual cunsensus and 1o bring 1 vuisid
people who hate a eiitical exe and 4
knowbodige of what will werk *

Way was i prepariton for the planaang
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Communn‘y Works to

By Lisa Jekn

TNDIAHOMA — A community effort is growing
10 turn this small Comanche County town inte ~a
showease commaunity.”

Indiakoma. population 500, is the only town in
Oxtahoma and one of 12 io the naticn selected for
a US. Instuitute of Culiural Affairs program, smd
stall member Jetf Roper.

Siz institute staff members will spend the next
two years working with restdents here to turn the
town into 3 “showcase community” for agricul
ture, business and indusiry.

Over 110 residents turned ouvt for a planning
meeting in the high school auditiorium Friday
night 10 gear up for & week-long 10wn meeting
June 18-24.

“We're going 10 attempt 1o put 1ogetber local
will and people who know how 1o get things done,™
Roper explained.

He sald all the town's problems will be deal
with doring the six-day “human development
council.”
© *It is a small town with problems, with many
people willing to work 10 solve themn. We believe
that when cur goals are reached, ludiahoma will
be a sbowplace of Oklahoma.™

Roper said the town's “potential” consisis of an
economic boom, a strong school system, and most
of all, enthusiasm and willingness to work on the
part ol citizens who iavited institute members to
assist with the development program.

~it's fairly easy 10 get a preschool, but fairly
Bard to get industry,” he said. Otk 1 Basic 4oa1s
Include beautilying the town and bringing in
bealth care and services {or the elderly.

Indilaboma city clerk Rhonda Sims called her
town “a peaceful place 10 live™ since the recon-
structed US. 62 highway (ook heavy traific

arcuad the town six years ago.

‘There are two grocery-service statlons, severa)
churches, a strong school system but no street
signs, she said.

~We're going 1o put up street signs,” Mrs. Sims
sald. “You ask someone where they live here and
they say ‘my box number is’ such and such.”

She said project ideas surfaced 4t three recent

1OWD meetings.

“Getting involved — that's the main (hing.” she
said. “I'm getting tired of people asking, ‘Indiaho-
l:l. where is it?"™ People from Lawton ask me
that.”

“We need to say to ourselves that we wili not fail
— Indiahoma will become a

1978 15‘L

‘Showcase”

1y." said the lown clerk-treasurer.

She sald the word aboul the upcoming week-
long planning project surfaced aboul twe months
ago. Since then two homes have been donated by a
prl:'ute eltizen for living quarters for Institute
stal
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Indiahomans Clear Out Brush
Junk During ‘Clean-Up Day’

NDIAHOMA (Staff) — Restdents of Indishoma parlicipating ia a
community “clean-up day” Saturday cut xrass aleng roadvides
leading intv and through lawn, painted arva storelronts and hauled away
over 10 garbage-truckloads of brush and junk stems. Phytis Shicker, proj-
ect volunteer, said Monday.
‘The clean-up day was 1n vreparalwn for lhr plannmu week of 3 tvm
year project desixned to “make | of O
Al the Consult Week, June 18-24, vistling du.mlann  and consuliants who
“'are problem sclvers* and
and decide how to achieve them.
Mrs. Slicker said banners were also cut and sewn {or the Cunsull
Week. She said 8 “Welcome 10 Indiahoma™ stgn will be erected un S.H
62 by the middle of this week and another clean-up day 1s scheduled for

and gmals

id will identify

“We lwna out you can't clean up the whole tewn in one aweep,” she

sad.

Housing for vistting consuliants ¢y *pretty well tiken care ol Mrs.

Sticker said.

Indiahoma 1> the only tuwn 3n Oklahema. aud one of 12 12 lM nalmn.

selected for the

refur program spe y the

Institute of Cultural Affairs, 3 non-prufit orzanizatien headquartel u-d w

Chicago

Bil) Shicker, project disector, smid the mnstitute offers colmumty or-
ganizational guidance desizned to involve all resnents in building a tuwn
knal consensus and to bring in “oulside prople whe hive a critical ey
and a knowledgte of what will werk.*

THI‘: al‘th\V OKLAHOMAN
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By TIM FORD
INDIAROMA (Stafh)y — With twming
that happens ta coincide with an effurt
here to Indiinmma a showplacy
uf Gklahuana,” the swners of a closed
cale are rebuiiding the establishment
and wild feujan i oan i drnean Tat
feast b the first of Augtust™

By Young of Indiahoma and s
wife e cwnpletels cemodeling the
ald |t Inn. which was previeusly op-
erated Ly Mrs Young's molher. (ra
Sizaty, until she was forced to retire
beva ise of poor health
Yuung said Monday he had Nhashed
“teaning everything out’ and will be
finstatling  new  fixtures, electrical
wnng and plumbing.

“We may be linished and ready for
business by the middle of next month if
we're Jucky. but I'm sure i1 will be
done hy the first of August.” he sad
*I clesed about theee weeks ago when
iy theranddaw fell 1l and stead
of RIVDS 1 up we du wded lo 0 with 1t
and make a driven

Young said the drvean will e half
dintng area and hal! recreation area
with **a pool table and some pinball
machines for the kids *

Young said he also plans o change
the name of the establishment but has
not yet decided on a new name.

I par
Saturday n a4 cwmmunity  clean-up
flay " cut prass aleny roadsetes,
it area sturefronts and  bauled
oway ever S garbate-truchloads of
irish amd junk N The cleanage

Indiahoma’s Old Eats Inn)
To Reopen With Facelift

week of 3 two.year community refur.
bishment project sponsored by the In.
shitute of Cultura) Affairs, a non-profin
ureanization

At the Cansult Week, June 10-24 Vs
wine difitalies. consultants “whe are
prablemy sobvers’ amt residenis welt
dealify comununaly euals and decide
how te achiese them

Phylis  Shcker,  propt  volunteer,
said banners were also cut and sewn
for the Consult Week. She said a town
sign will be erected on S H. 62 some.
time this week and another clean-up
day s scheduled for Saturday

“We found oul you can’t clean up the
whole town 10 one sweep.” she said.

Indiahoma 15 the only lown in
Oklahoma, and one of 12 in the natton.
selected for the program. Bill Shcker.
project direvtor. said the Chiwaes head-
quartered Insttule mifees cemstnonty
organizations! cuddance doesnined Lo oin
sulve all rsidents arn bunding @ tewn
pual consensus and to bring t<ide
peuple who have a cettical v
knowledge of what witl werd

ay was in pregasatien for the pl.mmn;
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By TIM FORD
NDIAHOMA (Staffy — More than
110 of Indiakoma’s approximately
20 residents ded and

wide jobs, improvement of the water
system. a Headstart program, better
care for elderly persons, and others.

P P
I 3 meeting that outlined and
launched work on a series of plans
desinged 1o “*make Indiahoma a show-
place of Oktthoma

Friday eveninz

Stafi members of the Insitute of Cul-
tural Affarrs and Indishema residents
discussed the prowram in preparation
for a week-lone planniny session sched-
uled June 16-24, when a detailed look at
speeific projects will lake place. These
snclude attracting industries thay

s the only town
Oklahoma. and tae of 12 in the nation,
selected for the program spansored by
the lostnute, Joff Roper, nstituie staff
member. sind over I OKlatioma tuwns
were considered aller a series of “towe
mertines™ were held statewide, Roper
said the institule vonsidersd  small
towns with patential and approached
the community of Indishetna, which
accepted the proposal.

Roper said the “patential™ of Indi.

the regim, a sireng schoo! and, maost of
all, a willingness and enthusiastn on
the part of the poiple of Indiahoana. He
saud a furmal invitation send (o the in-
SHtule by restdents to aswist with the
Indiahuma Develupment Projeet was a
b factor ain selecting the town

“The st important lactor was the
willy
“th

teally wanl someting o hap-

"1 15 a4 small lown with problems,
with many peoph willing to work to
salve them,” hie saul. ““We believe that
when our gaals are reached, Indiahoma
by ;i

. [Cawton Morning Press{ _
Indiahoma—Ready To Make Something Happen—Signs

was of the propie,” Roper i,

{baturdu_\'. June 3, 1978 1Al

AL the meeting, which was preceded  Barbara Basly, wurkshop B
by a bulfel dmner, Ben Hotubbee,  onnsultamt, outined the o it
Swered ilestnas awand
brega)

Babtist munster. debvered the
Uon and was the first of five spu

W bave definite and real sests and
some changes are teeded,” e sad
“wee eortld enore them, but 1 oever oo
2 "Mr. Semetady Else’ wha witl sany-
your problems for you. Wi chese aned
soted Lo build and grow.

fihonda Simmn, iy clerk, sand sonw
cesubents were st reluctant o
waork on the project bul are now rvady
to “fump 10 and help to see what hap-
pens.”
1TV

ker, and

Tuject direg

tawtim e said Gov. Dacd Boren

Kwwa County Democrat, Thursday June 8, 1978, Page

“I've never met a ‘My.
Somebody Else® who will
olve your problems for you;
finstead of standing still’ we
choose to expand and move
Morwazd," said Ben Hotub-
pee Baptist minister, in open.
ing comments for the com-
punity rally held in India.
froma last Friday.

More thas 110 residents
pitended the sally that an.
pounced the upcoming

— .
Rally Kicks Off Indiahoma’s
Human Development Programi

city clerk said she was
“unwilling to sit on the
sidelines and let the oppor-
tunity pass awsy."”

She introduced the staff
members and called upon the
project director, Bill Slicker,
to answer questions.

Barbara Bailey, a commun-
ity resident, then called for
volunteers 10 help prepare for
the consult in the areas of
be fication, hosting,

luman Dk P Consult,
une 18-24.

Following a potluck dinner,
Pohn Heidebrecht, the Men-
posite minister delivered the
javocation and explained his

upport for the jecr in
indisho ltlsm:*lr:j Sims,

facility, and food and
recruitment.

A meeting for the task
force was held a1 7 p.m. lax
Monday a1 the schoo! audic
torium,
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By TOM SHARROCK
NDIAHOMA (Staff) — A
meeling to launch a series of

plans designed to “‘make Indi.
ahoma a showplace of Oklahoma™
will be held in the high school au-
al 6:30 pan. Friday.

different groups with a spe.
cial focus on the omgg
beautification workday set for
Saturday, June 10th , from 8
am.to$p.m.

The consult, will {avolve
local residents,  volunteer|
consultants from scross the|
state, with the assistance of
staff members of the Institute|
of Cultural Affairs in building|
plans to male Indiahoms a
“showplace for the South.
west”,

The cpening banqu« starts
Sunday, June 13th at 7 p.m.
in the uhoollaﬁimium.
Dignitaries  wil
:::‘mm's’clmn the suste. Al
tndiahoma  citizens  ate

|

‘The inttial session, preceded by
& buffet dinter, will be 10 discuss a+
week-longg planning session sched-
uled June 1624, when a detailed
ook at specific projects, These in.
clude attracting industries  that
proside ahs, impravement of the
water systemn, @ Headstarl pro-
#rum, hetier care for elderly per-
sons, and others.

Indiahoma 15 the oaly town
Oklahoma, and one of 12 in the na.
‘tiun, selected for the  program
sponsered by the Institute of Cul
Lural Aflairs.

Jeff Roper and Mrs. Glora
Brown, Indiahoma residents wha
are working 1o create terest an
the project, said Indiahoma was
selreted because of its potential.

U is a smal) wwn with prab-
fems, with many people willing:
work to silve thens,” Roper sid
"We believe that when our goats
are reached, Indizhoma will be a

The: project will Jast two years

T Y A L TR

and will have a low budget, which
Roper said will be met by con-
tributions from individuals, busi-
nesses, and corpurations,

Specific goals, and the means by
which they can be reached. will be
discussed during the planning
week. Some 35 comsultants have
heen invited to the session, Hoper
satd. All volunteers will be asked
to pay their own travel expenses
and contribute $400 1o the project
which will cover al} expenses.

Plans will be printed into a docu-
ment whick wilt launch the proy-
ect,

Avcording to Roper, four sinular
human development projects have
already been comy 1. Sies were
Chicaro; Delta, M vy City in
Washington, D.C., and the Stand.
inx Rock Indian Reservation at
Cannenball. N. D,

AL the, completion of the program
1n Chicago, a blighted arca of the
city had  attracled 18 new
busimesses wilht patential for 500
new jobs. Over 30 residents were
trimned in neighborhond  heahih
care. A comnwercal seho) was
founded and the comuanity health
center was refurbished

In Delta, 3 community garden
provides  vegelahles for an im.

Indiahoma Studies Two-Year Plan -

To Be An ‘Oklahoma Showplace’

proved nutrilien program and for
local markets. Commumty resi-
denls engaked in rrguiar commu.
nity workdays and weekly planning
meetings. Garbape removal was
improved, and velunteer health
workers began a nutritioss lunch
program for pre-schoo! children.

The vy €ty prowram was an in-
ner-Washinglon area with results
similar to the Chicage program.
Standmng Ruck reservation now has
a non-profit development corpora-
tion to sevure industrics: a commu.
niy-owned shoppinge center, play.
Rraunds, parks. and 1200 trans.
planted cottonwond trovs to provide
relief from the barren plain

The Institute of Cubtural Affars
15 a glohal rescarch Iramine and
demonstration  ugeney  cuaceracd
with world developsnent. Twenty
comunitics  wulside the U'nsted
States have Launched des elopiment
programs  based  on  ezperiohes
gamed from the pifot procean
Cincazgo.

Roper smd M. and Mres, B
Sheker of Oklahama Cay will hve
in lodiahona for e sears while
the project is being carved out,

The week-lony planning Sessinn
will sturt with a banguet in the au-
ditanium at 7 p.m. June IR,

Up Volunteers

Sheker sard the platinmg weeh walil
welzde Chin 107 wanrkadips, deflime]
B T] stoals and the w-ansy by whicl)
they can he e
session 1
all s and
orh

et wlee are not abh ty
atleitd the teetaeas

Y resplens 1 ke Sheker how
the fown coald e U, clean up|
thetr property e said Bie had oo ready
answer amd the ssue would be dis.
cusyed durine the planieag week

Barlars Baly ancounced that the
Hlene  Admmisieatim gnrd o
ap al v I 3 pradect 10 pland
Sheinen sighed i
s o week ok 3
Sresl fond, beautitication and recruit
wat Oee resdvet volunteered puant
il Libor for o fmal b ng  thay
avds pantine. Volatoers aise signer]
b eperate mewins machines pro
ctsbedd by Coman b Coverts

Rosidents gl volunteerad Lo eret ol
- ot “hunohory 8|
sgnon U S, 62

Farper

whick will wf
RURTTY

SIN 0 CIEGE 1T tate St men s
will - reside Folia'ina until the
vonpletion of the o4 " ptenn .

\eemiliey W four  sumlas]
development projpets have al
bon ceipleted  Sites were
Chicagn, Delta, Miss, Iy Uiy
Washmgtton, DO and the Standing|
Rk Inetian lesercation at Cannonhall
D

Roper  said
siveeded o
es

Fhe Instibe o Culiaral Mfairs was

the  projucts)
st the conimiuny-

M0 NPT Ted|
eoprivate feundiations, corporatiens
cuncerned indinduals and wovernmien:

SprtsRed st programs|
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Refurbishing Program Breathes New Life into Indiahoma

By Lisa John

INDIAHOMA — The last 60 years
have not been Kind to this Comanche
County town of 500.

Good breaks that could have gone
Indiahoma’s way, and helped 1t 10
build on its early day prosperily,
didn’t

‘The visions town leaders once had
of a hrighter future taded to hopes of
just holding on to what the town al-
ready had. Even that modest hope
proved to be too lofty

It has been decades in coming, but
Indiahoma's ship may finally have
comein

1t is the only town in Oklshoma,
and one of only 12 in the nation, that
was selected for a two-year relurb-
ishing program sponsored by the In-
stitute of Cultural Affairs, a non-
profit organization headquartered in
Chicago

That designation, and what it has
meant in its early stages, has Indi-
ahomans venturing the observation
that their town seems to be “coming
back to life.”

Some particularly optimistic resi-
dents have even recaptuted the well-
worn dream that the town could be a
“showplace in Oklahoma.”

About 100 volunteers, singing
while working, took to the streets
over the weekend to clear debris,
paint an old bank building for a com-
munity meeting hall, mark olf a fu-
ture tennis court and clean the for-
mer doctor’s office building for a fu-
ture health clinic.

The volunieers unearthed a per-
fectly good sidewalk that had be-
come covered by several inches ol
dirt since the bank closed in 1964

“I've lived here 11 years and didn’t

know there was a sidewalk here,”
said home economics teacher Barba-
ra Balley, a member of the cleanup
crew.
“We've cleaned a section of the
town, but it will take another day to
clean the insides of the bank and
health outpost,” she said.

Four institute staff members will
remain here over the next 1wo years
1o help community members over-
come obstacles they may encounter
in their revitalization effort.

It all started when, under the
guideiines of the program, Indiaho-
ma residents met in a weeklong sem-
inar to hash out exactly what they
want for their town

They decided they wanted to get

more small businesses, an auto cen-
ter, a branch bank, a gencral store
and cale

The westera Commanche county  boasted 42 businesses

rown has dwindled to half its 1911
population of 1,000. At that time it

Howard
resident

Perkins,

sinee

an
1929,

Indiahoma

remembered,

“The tawn went clear 10 the radioad
back then,” Perkins saul, " Used 1o,
the people would catch a train down
there and ride to Lawton,”

He recalled that the town suffered
two major jolts — Fort Sill's wesi-
ward land expansion in the eany
19505 which pushed out a number of
farmers, and the reconstruction of
s, on a route bypassing the
town,

The declining population left only
A lew businesses, IWo Service sha-
tion-convenience stores, a lumber
yard, grain elevator and a meat pro-
cessing plant.

Hul community members proudly
beast that they managed 1o keep
their school, even when it seemed
the town would “die and blow away

Same 300 town residents and vol-
unteers from soclal service agencies
and churches helped compile the list
ol “community vistons” during last
week s seminar,

Some goals already achivved in
clude the communi lean-up, com-
pilation and display of the rowns
history, erection of a sign coaxing
TS 62 wravelers to drop by nearby
Indishoma and establishment of o
day care center.
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Boren ‘Pleased > With Progress At Indiahoma

“l am pleased 10 see the
commugeity spirit that prevails
here. | have made many
speeches on the subject of
people working together for
the benefit of their com-
munity’’. said Gov. David
Boren in a speech  while
svisiung the Human Develop-
ment Projeat at Indiahoma
last Thursday.

Gov. Boren arrived in In-
diatoma shontly afier 1:30 on
a campaign swing through
southwest Oklahoma having
come from a press conference
and luncheon in Lawton and &
stop in Cache. The governor
was scheduled to stop at
Seerling and complete his tnp
for the day with a barbecue
at 1 private ranch in Meers.

“Our history is one of
people  working  together.
People came together and
they did it themselves. It's
the spirit that built our state
and that's why it excites me
to see this happening again’',
continued Boren.

“One of the things that
troubles me is that people are
beginning to spin off in their
litle groups. whether political
or geographical. and worry
only about getting their little
piece of the pie*.

*‘1 think back to the begin-
ning of our country and
realize that they all sat down
together and tned to figure
out what was best for the
whole country. You really are

1o be congratulated for this
kind of an attitude’’, said the
governor with power and
assurance.

“'We have freedom in this
country, said Boren, freedom
to live the way we want. We
can be what we want to be
and we have the opportugity
to have the kind of commun-
ity that we wani to have™

It is becoming evident from
the work of building restor-
ation, cleaning of lots, erect-
ing signs, and establisment of
a thirteen point plan for the
future of Indiahoma that the
small rural community of 450
people desire to better their
community.

Apparently when U.S.

Highway 62 bypassed the
smaller communities along its
route the people of Indiahoma
began to lose hope of sur-
vival,

*‘We began to hape that by
some miracle we might sur-
vive and then we lost our
bank, our grocery store,
cafes, and business', said
Barbara Bailey in a speech
during the governor's visit.

“'But now we can celebrate
new beginnings as we talk
about Indiahoma becoming a
Showplace of the Southwest,
s  phrase that originally
brought laughter, but now we
know that the phrase means
putting our efforts together
30 we can move shead, @t
means moving forward, being

committed, it means becom-
ing an example for other
communities to follow", said
Mrs. Bailey.

In an attempt to measure
the community's progress
since the Institute of Culural
Affairs began work in India-
homa on the 18th of June
Mrs. Colleen Jones, Mistress
of Ceremonies, said, "it is
something that can't be mea-
sured by the week. We must
keep pushing on. It took time
to regress, it will take time 1o
‘build back up"".

“*In any endeavor, the first
thing is to get the people
together and work toward a
common goal. | think that
this spirit is lacking in most

towns but we're having it
here and | think that's what a
lown needs', said  Mrs.
Jones.

During the course of events
which took place on the
corner of recently named
streets Showplace and Main
by the old bank building
which is now the Indiahoma
Community Center  much
praise was directed towards
the Treasure Lake Job Corps
who have provided the com-
munity with much labor as-
sistance.

The Job Corps is currently
building 3 new cafeteria for
the school with the commun-
ity furnishing the material

and the Corps the labor,

o
Gev. David Berem addresses approx-
imately 1 0 people at the
Development

Indiahoma Human
Project  Center
the corner of Showplace and Main Streets.

\

Gov. Boren lauded the spirit of the
community as being the very spirit that

located on ¢ the state of Oklahoma.
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Indiahoma Continues Spruce-Up Drive

By TIM FORD

NDIAHOMA (Stalf) — Indiahoma
will have a chance to show ofl s
“miratles T come true when Gov Davd
Boren visits hiere this afternoon
The cosernor s | pin campaien stop
will gne us & chance to show him
what W Bl Shicka
Mirevtor of the Indhahoma Hunian (w
selopinent Project, sa
Thase projects include an old bank
hulding converted anto @ communits
center and & formier d s otfice
beang used 35 3 T health oulpost
Ben Moere ol Cacke donated the bank
tutlding for the w { the comziunity
i early July The struc has hewn
painted and anaivsis of re sk
way made by Treasuze Lok
Wraimins 1nstrw £
For the commul
e apply dor
funds and match that w
Labor  Siiker sa?
R somie nicelings
Maude 1
ildine for the health ontpost 1t nay
beeent paniied and aiter some oecessaey
fepaits amd permission for narcamum
(BN H s wbtained, plany are L hasve
the cen ipen for emerzency and oy
FoCare on a regular basis \¢
rar hase bieen made to pro
e ALLtary Assistance 1o Sately a
Traflic heucopter service frons Fort
Sill 1o Ind

Micker sairt

1 Tuesday anth
of 8 Ceniral Ok
ramenls and the Comancne ¢
Health Depariment in whicn an ASC0OG
grant was arranged to build o water
tser (or Indishoma shicker said
“The next step 15 1o get an en
win Y Shcker said On his evaluas

tohs the town can decide whether 3
water treatment plant o hookup 1o a
ruril water line i the bist aplinn ©
Also, Bulvra Yo
remideling the old E
open for tius
Cale

of Indianotia s
t and wilt be
Minte

b "
Sheher s
togvther

strents afier carty oy
Guans and eastwest street. ufter do
mesticated placts and animals
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work day and celebration to put them

by the lustitute of Cultural AL
fatrs, @ non-profit orgamzation head

Indiahoma 1s one of 12 stnall conumu-
NILes 30rins the naton participalingg in

This former bank building, vacant for about 15 year:
for Indiahoma residen

Governor’s Visit Awaited 12 LAWTON MORNING 'RE

Indinhoma Consultation

Kuwa County Democeat, Thursday, July 13, 1978

Buildings Painted, Parks Developed

Neighborhood  consultation
ngs have been the pri-
mary activity in the commun-
ity of Indiahoma the past tay
weeks

These mee
designed 1o name streets and
ered signs denoting  those

3

5,

Abw headliniag the sched.
ule has been the painting of
the iterior and externwor of
two buildings donsted to the
City, one 1o be used for a
vemmuniiy center, the other
W be used as a health
ol post

Munparks,  a demonsira-
tion boulevard aud the devel

Friday

opment of the exsting iy
park are amanyg plans for the
ensuing monthy

The citicens of this small
Oklahoma town have already
accomplished  much w0 the
line of achieving their gaal to
improve their commupity.

Enlirr this summer, resi
dents held a rally o introduce
the program and 1o spring
interest m the project. Aler
participation increased, ¢t
zeny planned and carnicd out
a special week set aside for
Human Development Consult
~a period of time imtially
designed 1o determine vom
mumity goals and methods of
overcoming  conflicts  that

MOW SEFVES as 3 community meeting place

(Staff Photo)

luly 21, 1978

hinder the abtainment
ol the goals
In urder 10 accomplish 1his
task. the panicpants we
divided into reams of consult
ants and residents who st
ed community members and
asked them what they would
like 1o see happen i thew
hometown. The Tist was or
gamieed and charted inoa widy
range of twpws. From this
pomnt, the goals could more
easily be reached
Theae and ather cltans are
part of o communiny wide
drive o make
“'show place  for
west,
This drve. termed 3 Hu

ment  Program.
sCar program fo
uty goals and
roviey methods fof temosing
obstactes t thase goaly

8 i the only Okla
nmumity and one of
munibies in the naton
B participate in this program
sponsared by othe Instire of
Cultural Aftairs,

Booklet tvpe documents are
being ponted and will be
published and available wuh.
i the next two weeks for
partiapants i the program
A those citizens interested
o making Indishoma 2
“showplace for the  South
weat
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Indiashoma Consultation
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Buildings Painted, Parks Developed

Newghborhood  consultation
meetings have been the pri-
Muty activity in the commun-
uy of Indiahoma the past o
weeks.

These mectings have been
designed 1o name streets and
erect sipns denoting those
chosen names and to desig-
nate house numbers,

Also headlining the sched-
ule has been the panting of
the nor and cxtenor of
twu buildings donated to the
wity, one 1o be used for a
commun ter. the other
to be wsed as a health
ol st

M

arhs. a demonsira-
vard and the devel-

tion bo
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opment of the exsting city
park are among plans for the
ensuing months,

The citirens of this small
Oklahoma town have alrcady
accomplished  much in the
line of achieving their goal 0
improve their community

arlier this summer, resi
dents held a rally to introduce
the program and to spring
interest in the project. After
participation increased.  citie
zens planned and carried out
a special week set aside for
Human Development Consult
—a perod of time imtally
designed 1o determine
mumty goals and methods of
overcoming  conflicts  that

as a community meeting place

(Stalf Photo)

July 21, 1978
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casily be reacked

These and other effonts are
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drive o make Indiahoma a
“showplace for the  South-
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This drve. termed 3 Hu

wan Development Program
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desclop community goals and
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abstaclis to those goaly
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Teams l’.lril(‘lpallll“ In “Consult Week®
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| By TIM FORD |

Town Refl.lrbashed
Indiahomans Perform ) 1
‘Closing’ Day ‘Miracle’ | —Mirades
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Gev. David Berem addresses approx-
imately 1 O people at the Indishoma Human
Development  Project  Center located on
the corner of Showplace and Main Streets.

Gov. Boren lauded the spint of the
community as being the very spint that
built the state of Oklahoma

Boren ‘Pleased > With Progress At Indiahoma

"I am pleased 1o see the
community spirit that prevails
here. | have made many
speeches on the subject of
people working together for
the benefit of their com-
munty''. said Gov, David
Boren in 3 speech while
sisiing the Human Develop-
mowi Projet at Induhoma
last Thutsday

Gov, Boren arrived m ln-
diahoma shonly afier 1:30 an
4 campaign swing through
southwest Oklahoma  having
come from a press conference
and luncheon in Lawton and &
stop in Cache. The governor
way scheduled to stop at
Sterling and complete his trip
for the day with a barbecue
ar a private ranch in Meers.

“'Our history is one of
people  working  together.
People came together and

they did it themselves. kt's
the spirit that built our state
and that's why it excites me
to sec this happening again'',
continued Boren

“One of the things that
troubles me is that people are
beginning to spin off in their
little groups, whether political
or geographical, and worry
only about getting their lutle
picce of the pie’’.

I think back to the begin-
ning of our country and
realize that they all sat down
together and tried to figure
out what was best for the
whole country. You really are

to be congratulated for this
¥ind of an attitude™, said the
governor with power and
assurance.

“We have freedom in this
country, said Boren, freedom
to live the way we want. We
can be what we want to be
and we have the opportuni
to have the kind of com
ity that we want 1o have'.

It is becoming evident from
the work of building restor-
ation, cleaning of lots, erect:
ing signs. and establisment of
a thirteen point plan for the
future of Indishoma that the
small rural community of 450
people desire to better their
community.

Apparently when U.S.

Highway 62 bypassed the
smaller communities along its
route the people of Indiahoma
began to lose hope of sur-
vival.

“We began 1o hope that by
some miracle we might sur-
vive and then we lost our
bank, our grocery store,
cafes, and business™, said
Barbara Bailey in 2 speech
during the governor's visit,

"*But now we can celebrate
new beginnings as we talk
about Indiahoma becoming a
Showplace of the Southwest,
t phrase that originally
brought laughter, but now we
know that the phrase means
putting our efforts together
30 we can move shead, it
means moving forward. being

committed, it means becom-
ing an example for other
communities to follow'’, said
Mrs. Bailey.

In an attempt to measure
the community’s  progress
since the Institute of Cultural
Affairs began work in India-
homa on the 18th of June
Mrs. Colicen Jones, Mistress
of Ceremonies, said, “it is
something that can’t be mea-
sured by the week. We must
keep pushing on. It took time
to regress, it will take time (o
build back up™.

“‘In any endeavor, the first
thing is to get the people
together and work toward a
common goal. | think that
this spirnt is lacking in mast

towns but we're having it
here and | think that's what a
town needs”, said  Mrs. H
Jones. !

During the course of events
which ok place on the
corner of recently  named
streets Showplace and Main
by the old bank building
which is now the Indiahoma
Community Center  much
praise was directed towards
the Treasure Lake Job Corps
who have provided the com-
munity with much labor as.
sistance.

The Job Corps is currently
building a new cafeteria for
the school with the commun-
ity furnishing the material
and the Corps the labor.
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Refurbishing Program Breathes New Life into Indiahoma

By Lisa Jokn

INDIAHOMA — The last 60 years
have not been kind to this Comanche
County town of 500

Good breaks that could have gone
Indiahoma's way, and helped it to
build on its early day prosperity,
didn’t

The visions town leaders once had
of a brighter future laded to hopes of
just holding on to what the town al-
ready had. Even that modest hope
proved to be too lofty.

It has been decades in coming, but
Indiahoma’s ship may finally have
come in.

1t is the only town in Oklahoma,
and one of only 12 in the nation, that
was selected lor a two-year refurb-
ishing program sponsored by the In-
stitute of Cultural Affairs, a non-
profit organization headquartered in
Chicago.

That designation, and what it has
meant in ils early stages, has Indi-
ahomans venturing the observation
that their town seems to be “coming
back to life.”

Some particularly optimistic resi-
dents have even recaptured the well-
worn dream that the town could be a
“showplace in Oklahoma.”

About 100 volunteers, singing
while warking, tock to the streets
over the weekend o clear debris,
paint an old bank building for a com-
munity meeting hall, mark off a fu-
ture tennis court and clean the for-
mer doctor’s office building for a fu-
ture health elinie.

The volunteers unearthed a per-
tectly good sidewalk that had be-
come covered by several inches of
dirt since the bank closed in 1964

“I've lived here 11 years and didn't
know there was a sidewalk here,”
said home economics teacher Barba-
ra Bailey, a member of the cleanup
crew.

“We've cleaned a section of the
town, but it will take ancther day 1o
clean the insides of the bank and
health outpost,” she said.

Four institute stall members will
remain here over the next two years
to help communily members over-
come obstacles they may encounter
in their revitalization effort.

1t all started when, under the
guidelines of the program, Indiaho-
ma residents met in a weeklong sem-
inar to hash out exactly what they
want for their town.

They decided they wanted to get

mare small businesses, an auto cen-
ter, a branch bank, a gencral store
and cale.

The western Commanche county
fown has dwindled 1o half its 1911
population of 1,000 At that time it

boasted 42 businesses.

Howard
resident

Perkins,

since

an Indiahoma
1929, remembered,

“The 1own went clear 1o the raiioul
back then,” Perkins said. “Used 1o,
ithe peopie would catch a train down
there and ride to Lawton

He recalled that the town suffered
twa major jolts — Fort Sill's wost-
ward land expansion in the eariy
19505 which pushed out a number of
farmers, and the reconstruction of
1'S. 62 on a route bypassing the
town

The declining population left only
a lew businesses, two service st
tion.convenience stores, a lumber
yard, grain elevator and a meat jiro-
cessing plant. .

But community members prnui.lly
boast that they managed to kécp
their school, even when it seemed
the town would “die and blow away

Some 300 town residents and vol-
unteers from social service agencies
and churches helped compile the list
of “community visions™ during last
week's seminar,

Some goals already achicved in-
clude the community clean-up, com-
pilation and display the towns
history. erection of sign axing
US. 62 travelers to dvop by nearby
Indidhoma and establishment of o
day care center
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By DAVE BALE
Bill Slicker, project director for the
Indishoma Human Development proj-
1 ect, was the featurcd speaker at the
Friday Chamber of Commerce Noon
Forum. Slicker is one of four volun-
teers from the Institute of Cultural
3 Affairs, a not for profil organization,
y that i§ working lo revitalize Indi-
’ﬁ ' ahoma.
-g' Slicker said the institute is involved
with similar programs in other com.
. o " munities throughout the warld. “What
we try lo do is to get people o h;‘nk :l
y themselves, and we work with the
Bill Slicker, directer of the Indlahema Hamam Develepment ey loaders ko Welp. thery dE-
Praject, explaias the program at the Lawten Chamber Of Com- () J00 0" onmunity the way they
merce Friday Foram. (Staff Phete) wantitto™
Slicker said the four volunteers
move into and become a part of the
communily during the two year
revitalization program.
The community of Indiahoma has a

Hospital Costs Due Discussion THE SUNDAY CONSTITUTION, October 8, 1473

Health Care Panel To Meet Here

By The Constitution Staff

The rising cost of hospital care will
be discussed when the Special Legis-
lative Commuttes on Health Care Deli-
very System convenes in Lawlon
Tuesday

Committee chairman Sen Al Ter-
rill, D-Lawton, said the group will
meet al 10 a m. Tuesday at Comanche
County Memorial Hospital 1o take
Lestimony from witnesses

Afterward,  committee  members
will view a demonstration by helicop-
ter rescue services personnel at Fort
Il and will conclude the meeting
+ with a tour of Taliaferro Mental
Health Center.

Scheduled to appear during the
murping hearing are members of the
stafl of Memorial, David Bickham,
executive director of the Oklahoma
State  Medical  Associalion, and
Cleveland Rodgers, executive director
of the Oklahoma Hospital Association

committee of the Southern Legislative
Conference which is studying methods
of limiting hospital costs, said he es-
pecially wanted committee members
to understand the system wsed by
Memarial, which was recently recog-
mized by the OHA as one of the 62
hospitals in the state to voluntarily
10in a cost containment program

“We as a committee are vitally in-
terested in cost containment as it al-
fects all citizens of Oklahoma,” Ter-
rill said

“We are very proud of the effort
being made by Comanche County
Memorial Hospital to control costs.
and we want to share that information
with members of the commitiee "

Terrill said be was especially proud
Althe work beine done al e Commu:

<]

pity He Lor c<iabiished by the
Indighoma Human Development Proj-

ecl. He said PxEurls on thal program

very of services in small towns, * Ter
1 7 TR 3

as a model for other communi.

s 1 8 oL

The demonstration by the Fort Sill
MAST helieopter team will show how
they transport critically 11l patients
from the community to more sophist
cated treatment facilities in
Oklahoma City

Ternill said the demonstration s
important in view of the fact that the
committee 15 considering the use of
helicopters for the state (o provide
medical sery . trafhic control and
Department of Public Safety man
hunts.

Terrill, chairman of an

:Program Revitalizing

Indiahoma, Forum Told

13-step actuating program listed un-
der three goals: toward the sell-
sulficiency of Indiahoma; toward the
stimulation of cohesive style in Indi-
ahoma, and toward social sell-
reliance of Indiahoma

The 13 actuating programs include:
appropriate, business enlerprise;
small industry complex; development
assistance agency: city ulility service,
Indiahoma 2,000 plan, communily en-
gagement network; community
wlentity project, communily ceater
facility, town beautification cam-
paign, residential housing develop-
ment; rural hife institute; comprehen-
sive health care; and recreational
parks system.

“The program takes people who
care,” Slicker said. “"We have many
human resources, bul we could not
make our program work without the
help of Lawlon businesses which have
help donated many goods and serv
ices."

Accompanying Slicker at the Friday
Lawton Chamber of Commerce Forum
were  several Indiahoma officials.
Mayor J. P Stoll, City Clerk Rhonda
Simms and Water Commissioner Tom
Gordon, Forty-three persons attendec
the first forum of the winter season

John Birdsong of Halliburton Serv-
ices, Duncan. will be the featured
speaker at next week's Friday Fo-
rum

18-state

~Few _medica problems n
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Three-Da

- Health Fair Slated

To Kick éffFor Indiahomans

INDIAHOMA (Stafl) — A three.day
health [air 1s scheduled to kick off
here tomght with community center
presentation on proper diet entitled,
“You Are What You Eat.”

Tonight's 7:30 presentation will be
followed by a second program pre-
sented Friday by the Comanche
County Health Department entitled,
“Well Baby Care ™"

The fair 1s being held to dramatize
the opening  of Indiahoma’s  new
health wutpost, a product of the com-
munity’s human development project
begun this year, according to develop-
nicnt consultant Nan

Suturday's  achv
around the new health facility, once
the office of Indiahoma’s only medical
practitioner,

Ms, Graves listed ameng the sery
wes and exmibits avala
urday’s all-day affair

— immunization chinie from 10 a m
te noon

— blood pressure checks by Lawton
Red Cross throy 1 the day

— luniz capacity cheek by e Tom
Whitsell

- presentation on cardiac
puliminary  resu by the
Oklahoma Trauma Rescarch Society

Lunch will alse be served at the
community center with State Sen Al
Terrnll slated Lo commission cominiu.
mity health caretakers — indiaduals
conmmutted to work within the commnig
mily toward presventive health care
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HMayor, City of Indizhana
(O e SY)

Indiahaaa, Jilahoma 73552

Dear Mayor Stoll:

I regret very much that I am unable to attend your
First Year Celebration cn iy 5. I had proviously agreed
Lo spean to ancther organization at that tire.

The kind of work that is being donse in Indiahana
py e citizens to reestablish community vitality can
serve as an inspiration to other commmunities. The
support and direction offered by the Institute of Cultural
MEfairs has been helpful, I am sure, Lut the critical
factor remains in the desire and determination of the
individual to create for himself and his cemunity a
letter life.

The rural comumity is vital to Oklahiona, and T
applaud yoar efforts to bring new life to Inliatoma.

Sincerely,
b

/

/’é'éf"v""f 8‘?’&%

Honry Bellion
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.J. Stoll poses
| erected new street signs, purchased with 'city money and fund-
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indichoma Progress Deiailed
In- Visitation Day’ Festivities -

g

By BILL BRAUN - .
. Of The Constitution Staff -
INDIAHOMA — The fire of enthusi-
asm for communily progress lit last
June by the conception of Indi-
ahoma’s Human Development plan

~. still burns steadily among civic or-

ganizers as the halfway point of the
two-year project approaches.

About 100 persons attended *‘Indi-
ahoma Visitation Day” Saturday and
hieard reports on upcoming efforts as
well as details of progress already
made. - . :

The program was marked by group’
singing and testimony about the joys

_and benefits to be reaped through
community involvement, local initia-‘

Live, determination and united effort.

Indiahoma, a Western Comanche
County town of about 500 persons, was
one of 12 American communities se-
lected for the human development
project sponsored by the Institute of
Cultural Affairs, a private non-profit
institution.. - - - )

The aim is to revive a town that
some persons thought would decay
and slowly fade away when the new
. U.S. 62 was built miles to the north,
rerouting traffic from. the “central
business district. e

“We have a long way to go, but we
want people to know about Indi-
ahoma,” said Barbara Bailey, a
school teacher and project activist.
“Through werking together, we can
be an example for other communi-
ties.” . - . v
The effort previously- attracted a
visit from then 'governor David Boren
and has contributed to several tangi-
ble improvements. '

Since the inceplion. an unusued

“10A :'Marc'h‘4, 1979

building has been remodeled into a
health outpost, featuring volunteer
caretakers and occasional visits from
a health official to provide basic
screenings and health care; streets
have been renamed .and street signs
purchased for, erection soon; and a
federal grant was:awarded for a
- water slorage tank. ', ' .
Also, a restaurant has opened and a
feed distribution business is being
launched; ground was broken for a
communitly park; the meat processing
plant has expanded; regular neighbor-
hood cleanups and community meet-
ings have been conducted; and
sketches have heen completed for.
long-range targets, including a com-
munity center,  city hall and health
center. -~ .
The attitude behind the drive to re-
verse the recent trend and develop
" Indiahoma into a “Showplace of the
Southwest” is reflected in the street
-and sign project. =~ - .
- The streets now are named after
.settlers, Indians, missionaries, com-
_munity historical sites, or current as-
pects -of Indiahoma's farm and

. h‘ylgggocg gulture. . - -»L
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INDIAHOMA (Staff) — A $120,000

.xral grant to help develop a com-
munity shopping mall at Indiahoma
was approved Friday, according to a
spokesman for U.S. Rep. Tom Steed.

The project is designed to provide
cight or 10 new shops for business-shy
indiahoma. '

*‘Oh, great! That’s the word we've’

seen waiting to hear. That's tremen-
Jous!’, an excited Mayor Barbara
3ailey said when told of the funding
+pproval. “*We'll be going full speed
shead on the project now.”

The $120.000 will be provided by the
conomic Development Administra-
tion, with an $£80,000 local match
~equired. Donated labor and

1aterials, community contributions,

:ate funds or a combination of these

iources can be used toward the -

natching requirement, Mrs. Bailey
+id.
The grant applicant, the Indiahoma
ommunity Development Corporation,
.1as been guaranteed a loan, if needed,
rom a lending firm to provide the
equired matching money, she said.

-3

f3d
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The mini-mall will be located on a
2.93-acre tract on Old U.S. 62, at Post
Oak Road and Showplace Boulevard.
Now that EDA funding is assured,
project sponsors will exercise an op-
tion to purchase this land, the mayor
said.

A groundbreaking at the site will be
held next month, with the mini-mall
scheduled for completion by next
August, she said. As conceived, it will

LAWTON MORNING PRESS, Salurday, September 8, 1979 9B
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encompass 4,300 square feet and house’
eight or 10 small shops.

It is expected that a pharmacy,
beauty shop, wholesale Indian costume
shop, Indian craft and jewelry shop,
women'’s clothes store and combina-
tion coffee-shop bakery, -plus other
businesses, will be located there, Mrs.
Bailey said.

In addition to the shops, plans
include a paved parking area and con-
struction of outdoor stalls to allow for

l’?/

;z;:g ©Mail

short terth marketing of produce or.

*flea market’ items. :

The Institute of Cultural Affairs, a’
private organization which is piloting a -
human development effort aimed at
revitalizing the Western Comanche
County town, has provided technical
asssistance for the mini-mall project.

Indiahoma now has only a handful of
businesses. It hasn't had a grocery
store since a fire last winter destroyed
the town’s only such establishment.
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Community Pride Reflected in

By BILL BRAUN
INDIAIIOMA (Staff) — Another step
in the ongoing effort Lo revitalize Indi-
ahoma was taken Tuesday with the
ereclion o’ street signs.

The signs were mounted on 50
metal poles located at intersections
throughout the community, according
to Mayor Barbara Bailey.

The attitude behind the drive to
heighten a sense of community pride
and identity in Indiahoma is reflected
in this project.

Previously, what roads that were
labeled had rather mundane names,

Erecting Indiahoma's first pair of new street

such as A, 3, C, or D Street, and were
not marked with signs.

Now, Mrs. Bailey said, north-south
streets are named after settlers, In-
dians.  missionaries,  geographical
landmarks and other fragments of
Indiahoma’s history. The names in-
clude Post Oak, Dillon (an carly set-
tler), Becker (one of the first white
missionaries), and Chebatah (a Co-
manche scoul), she said,

East-west streets reflect aspects of
the current farm and livestock cul-
ture; typical names include Hamp-
shire, Wheatland and Charolais.

The street and sign project cost
about $1,200, and was financed with
city money and fund-raising efforts.
Additional materials were donated, as
was the labor involved. The signs
have been ready for some time, hut
officials awaited the arrival of spring
and completion of hole-digging and
post-installing work before erecting
the markers.

The signs are ready in time for Sat-
urday’s observance of Indiahoma’s
first year of participation in a human
development project sponsored by the

e B SR o L T P o L e Wit
Sorey Hh ._",.'f‘.’_ i g‘.f}_.!.‘j?:!! 4

| signs are, left to right, Mayvor Barbara Bailey

and Councilmen Bob Wisner and P. J. Stoll.
(Staff photo)

Indiahoma’s

New Street Signs

LAWTON MORNIN¢- 2RSS

Wedne-day, May 2, 1974 {

international Institute of Cultural Af-
fairs, a private non-profit institution,

Activities are scheduled from aoon
to 2 p.m. at the community center,
located at Showplace and Main. LL
Gov. Spencer Bernard is scheduled to
speak, future projects will be dis-
cussed, and reports will be given on
achievements, Mrs. Bailey said.

In May of 1978, cultural consultants
and local officials initiated various
projects aimed at improving Indi-
ahoma's social and economic quality

of life.

Tangible improvements have been
made in health, community services
_beautificat= and commercial areas.

The aim is to revive a town which
in 1911 had a thriving populaticn of
about 1.000 an¢ which served as
center of trage and the cotton ginning
industry. Indiahoma has - declined
since U.S. 62 was built north of town,
rerouting traffic from the central
business district.




Indighoma Celebrates First Year Of Progress

By The Constitution Staff
INDIAHOMA Indiahoma cele-
brated its first year of progress Sat-
urday as a Human Development Proj-
ect and promised even better things
in the year to come.

Mayor Barbara Bailey announced
that the last street sign was put in
place Saturday morning, ending a
task that was heart-breaking at
times.

than it sounds when you have to go

.out of town to buy food!"

The mayor presided over the lunch-
eon program that attracted -civic
leaders from over the Southwest and
congratulatory letters from Sen.
David Boren and Gov. George Nigh.

Indiahoma was selected as one of 18
Human Development Project towns
last year. Since then, in addition to
the street signs, it has established a
Health Center, a Community Center,

consultant for the Health Center, said
the health of community spirit is as
important as the health of its people.
“] am sure the Human Develop-
ment Project team observed a spirit
here that convinced them that Indi-
ahoma was worth the effort,” he said.
The Human Development Program
is a global organization that is con-
cerned with self-help in community
development. It is financed through
various organizations; in the case of

Mavor Bailey said residents will
work up a general town development
plan for the second year. A Commu-
‘nity Development Corporation will be
established as a guiding force. Town
meetings will be held at regular in-
tervals to discuss needs and methods
of solving problems..

Lt. Gov. Spencer Bernard, principal
speaker, predicted Indiahoma will
continue to improve and will join the
hundreds of other healthy economic

“Our next pfaject will be to find a
grocery store to replace the one that
burned during the winter,” she an-
nounced. ‘“That is more important

and a spirit that has led to a general
cleaning and
town all over.
Dr.

improvement of the

Tom Whitsett of Oklahoma City,

Indiahoma,

o T AR

by grants from many
businesses and individuals in the sur-
rounding area.
clared a two-year project.

communities in Oklahoma.
“You people have displayed the pio-
neer spirit that built Oklahoma,” he
See INDIAHOMA, Poge BA

Indiahoma was de-

Indighoma Celebrates First

Year OF Community Progress

Continued from PPage One

pointed out. “'Our state now has the
luwebjl unemployment in the nation,
and a big reason for that is that our
people have demonstrated they are
willing to work. As a result, over
70,000 industrial jobs have been estab-
lished wilhin the past eight years,
and the total is climbing.”

Joyce Jaye, former town clerk,
cited the Health Cenler as a goal that
can be reached.

“I didn’t think we could ever get
one,"” she admitted. “'But we did, and
it may have helped save the lives of
two women here already. I would say
it has already been worth the effort."

J.C. Kennedy of Lawton said he was
unpopular when the new highway by-
passed Indiahoma.

“But I think T have been forgiven,”
he laughed. *I have watched this
project very carefully. 1 looked over
the town a year ago, and I looked it
over again today. The improvements
are remarkable, and so is the commu-
nity spirit.”

Clark Carpenter, executive vice
president of the Lawton Chamber of
Commercee, said he also has watched
the progress and inspected the town.
e  congratulated Indiahoma and
pledged the cooperation of the Lawton
chamber in future plans.

Lawton Mayor Wayne Gilley was
also a guest, as was Rep. Bob Harper,
who represents Indiahoma in the leg-
islature.

e T A
itk .
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Lt. Gov. Spencer Bernard of Rush Springs cites Indiaghoma prog-
ress during the keynote speech. At right is Mayor Barbara Bail-

ey. (Staff Photo)




Indichoma

By The Constitution Staff
INDIAHOMA — Indiahoma cele-
brated its first year of progress Sat-
urday as a Human Development Proj-
ect and promised even better things
in the year to come.

Mayor Barbara Bailey announced
that the last street sign was put in
place Saturday morning, ending a
task that was heart-breaking at
times.

“Qur next piTject will be to find a
grocery store to replace the one that
burned during the winter,” she an-
nounced. “‘That is more important

Celebrates

than it sounds when you have to go
out of town to buy food!"”

The mayor presided over the lunch-
eon program that attracted civie
leaders from over the Southwest and
congratulatory letters from Sen.
David Boren and Gov. George Nigh.

Indiahoma was selected as one of 18
Human Development Project towns
last year. Since then, in addition to
the street signs, it has established a
Health Center, a Community Center,
and a spirit that has led to a general
cleaning and improvement of the
town all over.

Dr. Tom Whitsett of Oklahoma City,

First Year Of Progress

consultant for the Health Center, said
the health of community spirit is as
important as the health of its people.

“] am sure the Human Develop-
ment Project team observed a spirit
here that convinced them that Indi-
ahoma was worth the effort,”” he said.

The Human Development Program
is a global organization that is con-
cerned with self-help in community
development. It is financed through
various organizations; in the case of
Indiahoma, by grants from many
businesses and individuals in the sur-
rounding area. Indiahoma was de-
clared a two-year project.

Mayor Bailey said residents will
work up a general town development
plan for the second year. A Commu-

‘nity Development Corporation will be

established as a guiding force. Town
meetings will be held at regular in-
tervals to discuss needs and methods
of solving problems.,

Lt. Gov. Spencer Bernard, principal
speaker, predicted Indiahoma will
continue to improve and will join the
hundreds of other healthy economic
communities in Oklahoma.

“You people have displayed the pio-
neer spirit that built Oklahoma,” he

See INDIAHOMA, Page BA
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Indichoma Celebrates First
Year Of Community Progress

Continued from Page One

pointed out. “*Our state now has the
lowest unemployment in the nation,
and a big reason for that is that our
people have demonstrated they are
willing to work. As a result, over
70,000 industrial jobs have been estab-
lished within the past eight years,
and the total is climbing."”

Joyce Jaye, former town -clerk,
cited the Health Center as a goal that
can be reached.

“I didn’t think we could ever get
one,” she admitted. “*But we did, and
it may have helped save the lives of
two women here already. I would say
it has already been worth the effort.”

J.C. Kennedy of Lawton said he was
unpopular when the new highway by-
passed Indiahoma. y

“But I think I have been forgiven,’’
he laughed. ‘I have watched this
project very carefully. 1 looked over
the town a vear ago, and I looked it
over again today. The improvements
are remarkable, and so is the commu-
nity spirit.”

Clark Carpenter, executive vice
president of the Lawton Chamber of
Commerce, said he also has watched
the progress and inspected the town.
He congratulated Indiahoma and
pledged the cooperation of the Lawton
chamber in future plans.

Lawton Mayor Wayne Gilley was
also a guest, as was Rep. Bob Harper,
who represents Indiahoma in the leg-
islature.

ey.

Lt. Gov. Spencer Bernard of Rush Springs cites Indiahoma prog-

ress during the keynote speech. At right is Mayor

Barbara Bail-
(Staff Photo)
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Association of Soulh Ceniral Oklohoma Governmenis

November 23, 1979

Indiahoma Community Development Mini — Mall

Ray Almanza, President of the Board of Directors of the
tdishoma Community Developinent Corporation (1CDC)
since its incoption, and Borbora Bailey, Mayor of Indiahoma,
along with many, many others from the community have
spent much of their feisure time promoting fndiahoma
and working towards the realization of the Mini-Mail. The
4500 squore foot mini-mall dosigned for eight new shops
will be located on a 2.3 acro tract at the intersection of
Post Oak Road and Showplace Boulevard on Old U.S. 62.

Fosmal approval by the Economic Bevelopmentl Admin-
istration of a $120,000.00 grant for the construction of
& mint-malt marks the first milestone in the forward move-
muent of the ICDC.

The $80,000.00 Jocal match required will be met by a
cambination of sources, lacgely, donated labor and materials,
community contributions and possibly state funds.

ndizhuma’s view of its future began to change about
18 wmonths ago when the wwaspeople agreed to become
a dummonstration area, the only one in the state, and in-
vited the Institute of Cultural Affairs (ICA) to send its
workars here. A copsult was held in June, 1978, during
which the town picked its. priorities-what it wanted to
sey accomplished, what was stonding in the way of that
accamplishment, and how to overcome the “contradictions.”

The outgrowth of the consult was a determination by the
townspeople to work toward self-sufficiency, with a grocery
staie and mini-mall. During the first vear a sense of identity
as & community doveloped, stremts wore namad and signs
et up, Than the push for the miniamall hegan in eatnnst,
Hia ST was fiimedd and wive it was extabitishod, an an hi-
W30 way v ted, Muspwings diawn am) alfugethin ANCOL
asvsust in preparing a fockaged application for presentation
t the EDA,

 addition o the minianall, which is a community projnct,

plans are in process by an individual to re-open the grocery
store with the help of a Bursau of Indian Affairs loan.

tndiahoma, with a 40% Indian population, is an example
of people working together for the benefit and betterment
of both,

Sk

[ P

Pictured - Mayor Barbara Bai lcy,Ind:ahoma,
and Raymond Almanza, Chairman of the
Indiahoma Community Davelopment Corp.

Energy Management Workshop

The following information was presented at an Energy
Management Warkshop held in  Oklshoma City and
sponsared by the Oklshoma Department of Energy and
Oklshoma S lme University.

ty diligently  following & owicdenance ogram,  an
otlice building awner oc operator can conserve @ substan-
tial quantity of energy by maintaining the building at its
optimum  designed conditions. Energy saved as a resuft
of such a program is obviously dollars saved, since little
o na capital investment is required. (Cont’d  on Pg. 11)
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efurblshl‘_ng Program Breathe

By Lisa John i
INDIAHOMA — The last 60 years
have not been kind to this Comanche
County town of 500. "4
' Good breaks that could have gone

lndlahomas way, and helped it to

build on its ear}y day prosper:ty.
didn’t.

The visions town leaders once had
of a brighter future faded to hopes of -

‘just holding on to what the town al-

‘ready had.
proved to be 100 lofty.

It has been decades in coming, but‘~

Indiahoma's ship may finally have
come in. |

1t is the odly town in Oklahoma,
and one of pl?y 12 in the nation, that

‘Wag selected for a two-year refurb-

ishing program sponsored by the In-

stitute of Cultural Affairs, a non-:
profit organization headquartered in

Chicago.

That designation, and what it has-

meant in its early stages, has Indi-
ahomans venturing the observation
that their town seems to be “‘coming
back to life”

Some particularly opt:m:shc resi-
dents have even recaptured the well-
worn dream that the town could be a

“showplace in oklahoma cy

en that modest hope

About 100 volunteers, singing
while working, took to the streets
over the weekend to clear debris,
paint an old bank building for a com-
munity meeting hall, mark off a fu-
ture tennis court and clean the for-
mer doctor’s office building for a fu-

" ture health elinic.

The volunteers unearthed a per-

fectly good sidewalk that had be-

come covered by several inches of

 dirt since the bank closed in 1964.

“T've lived here 11 years and didn’t
know there was a sidewalk here,"
said home economics teacher Barba-
ra. Bailey, a member of the cleanup
crew.

“We've cleaned a section of the
town, but it will take another day to

_clean the insides of the bank and

health outpost,"” she said.
Four institute staff members will

remain here over the next two years

to help community members over-
come obstacles they may encounter
in their revitalization effort.

It all started when, under the

guidelines of the program, Indiaho-
~ma residents met in a weeklong sem-

inar to hash out exactly what they
want for their town.
They decided they wanted to get

Workers Bette Bogue, left, Tara Jones, center, and Ann Epps scrub recently uncovered sidéwéik.

more small businesses, an auto cen-
ter, a branch bank, a general store
and cafe.

The western Commanche county
town has dwindled to half its 1911

population of 1,000. At that time it

boasted 42 businesses.
Howard Perkins, an Indiahoma

resident since 1929, remembered,

“The town went clear to the ra
back then,”" Perkins said. "Us
the people would catch a train
there and ride to Lawton.”

He recalled that the town su
two major jolts — Fort Sill's
ward land expansion in the
1950s which pushed out a num
farmers, and the reconstruct
U.S. 62 on a route bypassm
town.

The dechnmg populatmn lef
a few businesses, two servici
tion-convenience stores, a It
yard, grain elevator and a mea
cessing plant.

But community members pr
boast that they managed to
their school, even when it se
the town would “die and blow a

Some 300 town residents an
unteers from social service ags
and churches helped compile t]
of “community visions” durin;
week’s seminar.

Some goals already achiev
clude the community clean-up,
pilation and display of thgt
history, erection of a sign eco
U.S. 62 travelers to drop by-m
Indiahoma and estabhshment
day care center.
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. the  Environmentyl

By DILLERAUN

INDIAHOMA «Staff)y — The im-
pressive siving of lederal favors
extended  to jndiahoma was
holstered by Monday's announce-
ment that the Western Comanche
County community is destined to re-
ceive a three-yvear, $848,000 gift to
fitance housing, strect and water
system improvenients,

The  communily  development
lock grant, designed to benefit
neighhorioods with a high percent-
ave of low- and maderate-income

famittios, will he used to rehabilitate

47 substandard housing urits and to
clear nine vacanl and dilapidated
structures. ' .

Grant Tunds will also be used in

reconstructing unpaved and
deteriorated streets and for install-
ing water lines, fire hydrants and
valves. The water project will re-
pluce detericrated lines, extend ser-
vice to unserved areas and upgrade
firefighting capabilities.

“We've been fortunate,”’ Mayor
Barbara Bailey said. “We're real
pleased that these things have fallen
inplace for us.”

IFunds will be funneled into a pro-
ject area containing an estimated 95
families. No local matching money
is required. .

This won’t be the [irst sizable in-
fusion of federal developmental dol-
lars into Indiahoma. The town has
been awarded a $120,000 grant to
help develop a community shopping
mall  and  previeusly  received
$105,009 in community development
money for & water storage project.

A  major sewage expansion
mandated and [inancially aided by

See INDIAMO A, Pepe &
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Continued from Page One
Protecticn
Agency is also underway here.

The CDBG pre-application was
approved by the Department of
Housing und Urban Development,
the sponsoring agency, after being
evaluated on a pre-determined poini
scale. A full application will now be .
submitted, with funds to be provid-
ed as long as routine HUD adminis-
trative and procedural guidelines
are followed.

Paul Fishier, staff member with
the Association of South Central
Oklahoma Governments, predicted
that Indiahema will probably re-
ceive its first portion of CDBG funds
this summer.

As planiied, money will be used as
follows over a three-year .period:
$400,006 for housing and elearance.

250,000 for street work, $100,000 for
water improvements, and $80.000
for administrative costs, he said.

The funding announcement was
made jointly by spokesmen for U.S.
Sen. David Boren and U.S. Rep.
Tom Steed. Also within the cight-
county ASCOG region, Purcell in
MceClain County was awarded a one-
vear, $432,382 grant for housing,

street and drainage improvements,

. i was announced Monday.

Other Southwest Oklahoma cities
notified last month of inclusion in
the 198¢  sDBG  program are
Dunean, three years, $1.5 million:
Froderick, two years, $750,000; and
Walters, one year, $5900,000,
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Indiahoma Festival Of Towns

" Indishoma is hosting the
“Indiahoma Festival of

‘Home Towns,” beginning

.'Friday evening “at  5:00
through Monday, May 23-26,
~'1980 (Memorial Day Week-
;i 80d)., Fun for all ages, will
.begin Fnday thh - -Barbe-

] que Supper followed, by a
Square’ Dance demonstra-
‘tion by the Kuntry Kuzins

<who will also do Clogging.

After that, there will be a
“Street Dance and an Inter-
‘tribal Pow-Wow.

Saturday will be a great
day beginning with a Chuck-
‘wagon Breakfast put on by
‘Louie and Linda Alltizer.
.The Parade will begin at
- 10:00 and will include Fort
Sill Band and Half Section,
“high school bands, Job Corps
float and Club floats, deco-
rated bicycles, Indian
Dancers and Horse Clubs.
.Stage ‘entertainers such as

:_t}he; Indian Dancer, Rain.
" Maker himself -~ Woogee

‘Watchetaker; Oklahoma's

- “well-known Indian Dancing

+Twins (June & Gene Sovo);
Country & Western Gospal

Singers (Ray & Ella Darby).

Booths for -food such as
Indian Fry Bread and other
favorites, display and com-
‘mercial arts and crafts will
be open’throughout Satur-
day, Sunday, and Monday.
The afternoon features a
_Children’s Pet Show with
prizes  for all, games and
-contests. And kids, let's not
miss: the Puppeteer, and
Magic Show. There will be a

- Food Fair with adult and
children’s divisions. Supper

.+ will be a Barbeque and then

. the Inter-Tribal Pow-Wow.

Church Service will
be held followed by a com-

be._ fun .to. join .in -the

-community sing the -first

part of the afternoon. There
will be a Horse Show at the

tours will be leaving for the

‘Wildlife Refuge. - The

evening brings a fine show of
the Inter-Tribal Pow-Wow.
Towns wishing to partici-
pate in a tug-of-war - young
men, get your teams to-

‘gether. A ‘trophy for the
tug-of-war champion will be {
awarded.

If you are interested in

Sunday begins with a participating in the festival

chuckyagon breakfast. A wijth a booth or parade,
Umte}v please contact: 246-3572.

Helping to support these

munity picnic Junch. It will | events are the Great Plains

Country and the State Arts
Council of Oklahoma. h
Indiahoma looks forward

to an event that celebrates
the gifts and greatness of .
home towns.

Indiahoma Ag Barn, and
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Festival of Home Towns
Planned by Indiahoma

Indiahoma is hosting the
Indiahoma Festival of Home
Towns, beginning  Friday
evening at 500 p.m.
through  Monday,
23-26, (Memorial Day

Weekend). Fun for all ages -

will begin' Friday with a
Barbeque Sugper followed
by a Square Dance demon-
. stration by the Kuntry Kuz-
ins who will also do Clogg-
ing. After that there will be
a Street Dance and an
Inter-Tribal Pow-Wow.'

Saturday will be a great
day. beginning  with  a
Chuckwagon Breakfast put

on by Louie and Linda
Alltizer, A Parade will begin
at 10:00 a.m.. and will

include Fort Sill Band and
Half Section, high schoal
bands, Job Corps Float and
Club Floais. decorated bic-
yeles, Indian Dancers and
Horse Clubs. Stage enter-
tainment will be going on
throughout the weekend, in-

_cluding famous entertainers |

such as the Indian Dancer,
Rain Maker himself--Woo-
gee Watchetaker; Qklaho-
ma’s well-known Indian

Dancing Twins (June &

‘Gene ~ Sovo); County &
Western  Gospel  Singers
(Ray & Ella Darby).

Booths for food such as’

Indian Fry Bread and other
favorites,  display - and
commercial (arts and crafts)
will be open throughout
Saturday, Sunday,  and
Monday, The

F

)

afternoon

Barbeque and

features a ~ Children’s Pet
Show ~with prizes for all,
games and contests. And
kids, let's not -miss the
Pupeteer, and Magic Show.
There will be a Food Fair
with adult and children's
divisions. Supper will be a
then  the
Inter-Tribal Pow-Wow.
Sunday begins with 'a
chuckwagon breakfast. - A
United Church Service will
[See FESTIVAL page 12]

w oty

Festival...........

Continued from page one

be held followed by a
community picnic lunch. It
will be fun to join in the
community sing the first
part of the afternoon. There
will be a Horse Show at the
Indiahoma Ag Barn, and
tours will be leaving for the
Wildlife Refuge. The even-
ing brings a fine show of
the Inter-Tribal Pow-Wow,
‘Towns wishing to partici-
pate in a tug-of-war- young
men get your teams
together. A itrophy for, the

tug-of-war champion will be

awarded.

If you are intersted in
participating in the festival
with a booth, or parade,
please contact: 246-3572.

Helping to, support these
events are the Great Plains
Country and [the State .Arts
Council of Oklahoma.

Indiahoma! looks forward

-to an event ithat celebrates
- the gifts and greatness of

home towns.
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Indiahoma hosts festival of home towns .

' A Pestival of Home Towns will be °
- hosted by Indiahoma May 23-26, Memo-

rial Day weekend. Festivities begin
Friday with a barbeque supper and a

square dance demonstration by thef"

Kuntry Kuzins. Following will be a

street dance and an mter-trtbal pow-\

WOW

A chuckwagon breakfast by Louie -
and Linda Alltizer starts the fun Satur-
day. There will also be a parade at 10 -

INDIAHOMA FESTIVAL
of HOMETOWNS

Something for Everyone -

FORINFO: BOOTHS/PARADE '
263572

MEMORIAL DAY /0
'WEEKEND . /"=, omeet
MAY 23-26 [ Smes sy 1T s s casers

cRAr’ts BOOTHS,
CHILDRENS PET SHOW,
GAMES,

B-B-Q/ FOOD FAIR

WITH THE SUPPORT .OF:

INDIAHOMA, OK. (16 MILES WEST OF LAWTON)
“WITH THE SUPPORT OF THE STATE ARTS COUNCIL OF OKLAHOMA"

‘:-a.m. including Fort Sill Band and Half

‘Section, high school bands, Job Corps
.'and club floats, decorated bicycles, In-
‘.dian dancers and horse clubs.

Stage entertainment featured during
the weekend includes Indian dancer
Woogee Watchetaker; Indian dancing
. twins, June and Gene Sovo, and coun-
try and western gospel singers, Ray
and Ella Darby. .

Food booths, serving Indian fry

Friday *
B-8-Q SUPPER \ -
KUNTRY KUZINS

& POW-WOW
CONTEST y

POW-wow

UNITED CHURCH SVC
COMMUNITV

PICNIC LUNCH .
COMMUN!TV SING -

HORSE SHOW
To't,:gs = REFUGE

GREAY PLAIN '
)

o Teoe ~ e

bread and other favorites, display and

" commercial booths wrll be openv

throughout the weekend.. " .

A children's pet show is scheduled
Saturday along with a puppeteer and
magicshow. - -

A united church service, horse show
at the Indiahoma Ag Barn and tours to
the Wichita Wlldlee Refuge will be
held Sunday, .. T )

Also a tug-of-war wnll be held with a.
trophy awarded to winners, -

The festival is supported by Great .
Plains Country and the .State Arts
Council of Oklahoma.  *: .
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WSchedule For Indlahoma F estival
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.. MOST COMMITTEE

The Honorable Henry Bellmon -

U.S. Senator (Oklohoma) ' B

The Honorable David Boren
U.S; Senator (Oklchoma)
The Honorable Spencer Bernard °
Lt. Governor of Oklahoma
Al Terrill - . B
. Oklohoma State Senator..

‘Bob Harper

Oklahoma State Representative
frank Howthorne " .: '« .

Comanche County Commjssioner
Barbora Bailey =~ '+ -

Mayor, City of Indichoma " -
DonDale ~ -~ 7

Superintendent, Indiahoma Schools

Raymond Almanza I
President, Indighoma ' Community:
Deivelopment Corporation

Col. Homer Snodgrdass
Executive Director, ASCOG .

Royce Robinson A
Director, Treasure Lake Job Corps

INDIAHOMA FESTIVAL OF HOME TOWNS: * ~*

The purpose of the Festival is to recognize ‘the importance of

having a home town and of the individualism of these home
towns. The Ffestival will celebrate the fact that Every' Home Town
is a-Great Place to Be Alive, whether it be a rural town or an ur-
ban neighborhood, whether it be highly developed or just begin-

ning to care for itself anew. People working together for a com- -

mon goal, communities working together for a common goal, na-

tions .workingtogether. for a.common_goal :~ this is our reason for

celebrating with the’Festival of Home Towns.

. l,Ffidoy

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS:

' Listed in the Oklshoma State Calendar . of ‘Events in May, this’ Festival will -

provide an opportunity for each Home Town to tell its story through displays
of history, culture ond crofts unique to its locale.. P
¢ [ : o

" Sunday . -

Soturday Monday
May 23rd  May 24th ' May' 25th Moy 26th
Registration  Chuck Wogon Breakfost  Chuck Wagon Breakfost- . ASSEMBLY OF HOME TOWNS

Barbeque @  PARADE -UNITED CHURCH SERVICE Memorial Doy Service
Square Dance TRADE FAIR . Gospel Singing .
STREET DANCE Stage En::’noinmem wumumssucs TOURS
R Gomes and Contests Horse .
IN;SW&%\L ve " INTER-CULTURAL REVIEW
. INTER-TRIBAL POWWOW INTER-TRIBAL POWWOW

INTER-TRIBAL POWWOW

[Tt RO

e CTR VORIV
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Indiahoma is hosting the
INDIAHOMA FESTIVAL
OF HOME TOWNS, May 23 -
26, 1980 (Memorial Day
Weekend). Fun for all ages
will begin Friday with a
Barbeque Supper followed by
a Square Dance demonstra-
tion by the Kuntry Kuzins
who will also do Clogging.
After that there will be. a
Street Dance and an
Inter-Tribal Pow-Wow.

Saturday will be a great

day Dbeginning with a.

Chuckwagon Breakfast put
on by Louie and Linda
Alltizer. The Parade will
begin at 10:00 and will
include Fort Sill Band and

ctric C

(USPS 134-020)

- ANNOUNCING THE .

INDIAHOMA

Halt Section, high school
bands, Job Corps Float and
Club Floats, decorated bi-
cycles, Indian Dancers and
Horse Clubs. Stage enter-
tainment will be going on
throughout the weekend,
including famous entertainer
such as the Indian Dancer,
Rain Maker himself--Woogee
Watchetaker; Oklahoma's
well-known Indian Dancing
Twins (June & Gene Sovo);
Country & Western Gospel
Singers (Ray & Ella Darby).

Booths for food such as
Indian Fry Bread and other
favorites, display and com-
mercial (arts and crafts) will
be open throughout Satur-
day, Sunday, and Monday.

Festival of Home Towns

FRIDAY THROUGH MONDAY - 23-26 MAY 1980

The afternoon features a
Children's Pet Show with
prizes for all, games and

contests. And kids, let's not =

miss the Puppeteer, and
Magic Show. There will be a
a Food Fair with adult and
children's divisions. Supper
will be a Barbeque and then
the Inter-Tribal Pow-Wow.

Sunday begins with a
chuckwagon breakfast. A
United Church Service will
be held followed by a
community picnie lunch. It
will be fun to join in the
community sing the first part
of the afternoon. There will
be a Horse Show at the
Indiahoma Ag Barn, and
tours will be leaving: for the

Wildlife Refuge. The evening
“brings a fine show of the
Inter-Tribal Pow-Wow. "

Towns wishing to partici-
pate in a tug-of-war-young
men get your teams
together. A Trophy for the
tug-of-war champion will be
awarded.

If you are interested in
participating in the festival
with a booth, or parade,
please contact: 246-3572.

Helping to support these !
events are the Great Plains .
Country and the State Arts

Council of Oklahoma.
Indiahoma looks forward
to an event that celebrates

the gifts and greatness of

home towns.

NT



Indlahoma to host ﬁrst Festival of Home Towns

——— T

—= 7" By SKIP GIBSON

" INDIAHOMA (Staff) — The populas -

tion of Indiahoma, some 430 strong,

could easily - double and ‘then triple -
beginning Friday- as -the. community ’

. hosts the first annual Festival of Home

Towns,  celebrating ' the ‘“gifts and -

greatness of every home town that par-
;" ticipates” according to festival orga-
nizers. ;

The celebration, featuring exhibits.
‘booths, barbeques and dances will run

- Friday, May 23 through Monday, May
26. Indiahoma is locafed 20 miles west
of Lawtonon U.S. 62. -

Festival organizers Wednesday said
visitors from throughout Oklahoma,
and from Texas, Arizona, Illineis, Loui-

- siana, Mississippi, lowa and Washing-
ton State are expected for the weekend.

Booth' and exhibits will be set up
beginning 1 p.m. Friday. Festivities

hls rain dancers but will not will not perform
his rain dance durlng the festival.

VISITORS ARE asked to bring lawn

- chairs for viewing activities-such as the

parade and Indian daneing.
A children’s pet show is scheduled

-for 1 p.m followed by thldren s gamea

and prizesat2p.m. . -
- Visitors are invited to brmg their
pies, cakes, cookies, and preserves be-

tween 1 and 3 p.m. for a Food Fair

scheuled at 3 pm Ribbons will .be
awarded.

It will be followed by a pie auctlon
and cake walk at 3:30 p.m. -

Also at 3:30 p.m. a magic show is

" scheduled for festlval goers,’

begin § p.m. Friday with a barbeque .

catered by Underwoods, following by a
7 p.m. clogging and square dance dem-
onstration by Lawten’s Kuntry Kuzins.

‘A STREET DANCE follows with mu-_

sic by the Country on Tap band and a
powwow - with. the Comanche Gourd
. Clan, ot

. Saturday will be the biggest day ac-
tlvnty wise, ‘It begins with a 7 a.m.
Western . breakfast ' sponsored by
Indiahoma High School 1981 Senior
Class mothers. A two-mile run with a $5
entry fee will begin at 8:30 a.m. Finish-
ers will he awarded T-shirts:. :

A parade is scheduled to begm at 10 -
a.m. Saturday. It will include the Fort!.
Sill 77th U.S. Army’ Field Artillery
Band, horse-drawn canngn, the’ Altus
Air Force Honor Guard, the Job Corps
drill team and. float, decorated bicy-
cles, Indian dancers‘and horse clubs.

)

The Fort Sill Band will perform on |
stage at noon followed by the famous

Indian dancing twins, Gene and June

Sovo and Woogie Watchetaker.
Watchetaker is nauonally famous l‘or

[
§

!

A 4 p.m. tug-of-war will be held with
a § entry fee per team, A trophy will
beawarded. *

Al 4:30 p.m. Saturday the Loum,ry
western gospel singers Ray and Ella
Darby will perform. An Underwoods
barbeque will begin at 5 p.m. followed
by a pow wow by the Comanche Gourd
Clanat8p.m.. :

BOOVI‘HS WILL be open all weekend
They will include food booths with Indi-
an fry bread and other favorites. There
will also be commercial booths featur--

_ing arts and crafts from home towns in

Oklahoma Arizona, Texas, Korea and ‘
Japan

Sunday activities begm wl(h a
chuckwagon breakfast sponsored by
the 1981 Indiahoma High School Senior .
Class mothers. A united church service
will be held at 11 a.m. followed by a
community plcmc lunch.

A commumty sing is scheduled fol-‘
lowing the picnic. An open horse show
to be judged by Larry Graham will be‘
held at the agrlculture barnatlp.m. - -

Refuge tours are slaled for the rest of .
“the afternoon beginning at 2:38 p.m. .
" The Comanche Gourd Clan’s powwow :
.will begin at 8p.m.. :

MONDAY A Memorlal Day service .
wﬂl be heid at 8:30 a.m. followed by a 10
‘a.m. conference on small communities

R

i
|

. Counc1l and Great Plams Country

and rural development. The Comanchq

Gourd Clan w1ll prov1de lts final po“l*'
wow. at2p.m.. l; .
The festival is bemg supported br
" donations, the sale of soft drinks an
food booth sales and by the State Art
g

—— e

’,
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{ Festival Considered Success

The Indiahoma Festival of

! Home Towns has been
| declared a success as well
as a learning experience for
festivals to come. :

/' Ms. Ronda Jaye, who
| helped extensively with the
festival, said she was pleas-
ed with the festival but that
*'four days was a bit too
long.”" She said the Friday

| activities and dance wasgood
! and Saturday was fine but
Sunday and Monday there

. just wasn't -enough to hold

people.

“Next year we'll make
some minor changes and

' probably shorten it to a two
' day event and try to keep
everything in the same

area.”” She said it had been”
people to

distracting for
have to go to the ballpark
for the Indian Pow Wows
and then return to another
area where booths and con-
cessions were set up.

Ms. Jaye said she didn't
know yet how they had
_come out money wise, but
| she looked for it to balance
out real well. She said the

! horse show on Sunday turn- -

" ed out real well and that the
parade  on Saturday had
“really been something. ;

She said that as far as
anyone knew the parade
was the first one to ever
come through Indiahoma.

“The péradc featured the
Ft. Sill Half Section Ft."Sill

‘Band; the Cache Riding

Club, an Indiahoma Indian
Heritiage Float, which won

the best float prize, - the,. ' Ms: Jaye said she figured
Lawton Antique:Car Club, a. that. during the four days
Treasurer' Lake Job® Corp" there were 800 to 1000
float, an FHA ' Float, and " 'people who came to enjoy -
kids on bicycles.” =~ " the festivities. -

INDIANS HELD POWWOWS  during Festivities also included a Country and

Indiahoma's Festival of Home Towns over

Western dance, a horse show, display

Memorial Day weekend. The group are booths, a dog show, and a large parade.
members of the Comanche Gourd Clan. :
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,.ﬁl.nd.iahoﬁm-a-Elegtipvr'_\ Set

. Alocal election previously
"scheduled for May 27 has
been reset to June' 10 at

which time lg_diabomﬂ. vot-..

ers will ‘go 16 the" polls to

decide whether to incurr a
$210,000 FmHA debt " in”
order to solve the towns
water problem. .. i <

" According to Ms. “Ron‘d:"

~given by the

Jaye a public. meeting has
been scheduled at 7 p.m.

Friday, May 30 in the’
" -school auditorium to‘disquss

the towns needs, reésources
and avenues of solution. -

Ms. Jaye said that Glen
Briggs. Altus engineer, who
is surveying the towns wat-
er systems will -be. present
at the meeting to answer
any questions as well as
Paul Risher a respresentat-
ive of ASCOG (Assaciation
of South Central Oklahoma
Government).

Fisher has been _instru-

mental in helping ‘Indiaho-.
ma obtain the $840,000 <Co-"

mmunity Development Blo-
ck Grant of which will be
Federal
Government to the town
over a three year- period.
The . first year Indiahoma
will  receive $226,000 - .of
which $100,000 has been
allocated for water improve-
ments. Water has been giv-
en the priority becausc of
poor distribution lines and
excessive levels of floride in
the towns wells.

The remainer of the first
year money will be used
toward housing develop-

‘ment with a total of

'$400,000 allocated for the

rehabilatation of some 47
units. The second year the
town is slated to receive
$315,000 and the third year
$300,000 with street and
sewer work having the last
priority.

The town has two alterna-
tives to solve their water
problem. One is to purchase
Tom “ Steed Lake water
through the CKT  Rural
Water District and mix this
with well water to lower
floride levels. The second is
to build a floride treatment
plant. '

Ms. Jaye said they had
not gotten any firm comm-
jttments from CKT on how:
much water would cost and.
how much they could
obtain. ) <

CKT currently purchhses
Tom Steed Lake wate’ from
the City of Snyder which
they (CKT) use to supply
rural areas east and south
of Snyder. H

The $210,000 FmHA loan,
if approved by Indiahoma
voters, would be a forty
year rate at five percent
interest, according to Ms.
Jaye.
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. First Indishoma * HOME TOWN DAYS” was held over Memorial Day |

Weekend. A Camouflage canopy provided shade for the numerous displays,
" sale tables and refreshment stands. Some of the highlights of the event
included a chuckwagon breakfast, pet show, contests,Pow-Wow, street dance

owns Held In Indiahoma .

X ,_r”} 458 {‘}. ‘

Y25 "{’.'f_y' s ‘ \Q"

34 YL 5
‘r 2::*‘ }—rs

an-d horse'-shoﬁ; 01;;3 of the niost unmual snack stands was an Indizﬁn. Arbor
it was made of branches and leaves they formed an arch and made shade for
the stand,we were told it took one day to build. =~
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“INDIAHOMA ¥
OUR HOME TOWN

HOMETOWN PRIDE AND COOPERATION are plentiful these days
among residents of Indiahoma, located in the northwest corner of Cot-
ton Electric system. This colorful sign marks the exit fram Highway 62
to the town’s entrance.

A contest for design of such a sign was held, and the winner was
Betty Thrash. Buster Brenton and Ed Miller are credited with much work
in constructing and mounting the sign. For more on the community
cooperation that is helping a variety of improvements be realized, see
Story inside.

WATER HAS BEEN ADEQUATE for Indiahoma
citizens, in spite of record heat this summer. “We are
still able to water lawns and gardens, "’ they report. And
| this 200,000 gallon storage facility is now being ac-
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Indlahoma

sets’ speclal
town week

INDIAHOMA (Staff) — Several
events have been set for Indiahoma
Week, Nov. 18-22, with the purpose of
bringing family and community closer

er.

The Indiahoma Puture Homemakers
of America and Young Homemakers of
Oklahoma will hold & reception for com-
munity senior citizens and newcomers
at 24 p.m. Nov. 16 in the high school
suditorium. .~

Prios 1o the, mepuon the Indiahoma
High School sealor class will sponsor &
traditional Thanksgiving dianer in the
schoolcdwh.---._ ————

"The senigt. class will also present 2
country apd western show at 7:30 p.m. |
Nov. 21 in the high:schao! auditorium
that will highlight local talent. Tickets
will be available at the door at $2 for
adults and §1 for children. Proceeds will .
g0 the the seaior trip fund. i
- Othet ccmw hfe

bdhhom Future Pmduneﬂ-
tmmhumdmma.

- the year, p msyeommunlty
u:uvwwmblnvdwd.”uw

Indiaﬁbma'.boa‘:i'i%l}. ,,

eyes locker rooms '

INDIAHOMA (Staff) — The
Indiahoma Board of Educalon
discu sed bullding new athletic dress-
ing rooms at its meeting Monday night.

Superintendent Don Dale said the old
dressing rooms under the gymnasium
bleachers are poorly designed and are
becoming imadequate. The new locker
rooms and shower facilities” would bde
bailt on the west end of the present gym,
Dalesald. .

The school board has set & a«ung
for next week with TreasurenLake Job
Capoelﬂdlh in hope of obtaining that ,

‘s assistance in building - vew
acilities. Dale sald the project would be
footed through the regular school hlld-
ing fund.

Indmhoma hires
grants manager

" INDIAHOMA (Stal!) = A home-town
attorney was hired by the Indiahoma
Board of Trusteesat its regular mesting
Monday night to be its federal grants
manager.. .

Darry! Perry, 27, will start his work
on Indishoma's three-year, $840,000 de-

- velopment grant from the Department

of Housing and Urban Development.
Perry, an Indishoma High School
slumnus, studled business andwccount-
ing at ' Cameron . University and
graduated from the University of Okla-
bhoma Law School in 1978. He is also a

m municipal  judge . at
a.

He and his wife. Sydney, are
cxpe&t:ng their first child in a few

“Darry! is a local person who knows
the community and its needs.” said
Mayor Barbara Bailey. The grant
Perry will manage is for renovation of
the town's water system, streets and

_some housing. e 4o



IndiahomaWeek Proclaimed

The period of Friday,
November 14 through Sun-
. day, November 23 has been
.. proclaimed, *‘Indiahoma
Week: Past, Present, and
Future,”* by the Indiahoma
commaunitv and the Institute

of Cultural Affairs, the or-
ganization which has been
working within the commun-
ity since June 1978,
According to Rob Work, a

-

Kiowa County Democrat, Thursday, Nov. 13, 1980

director of the ICA plans
began about two months

t‘\so for the ‘‘Indiahoma
ecek™ and have since
escalated with participation
and activities slated by the
school, - the churches, the
ICA and an outgrowth of
Indiahoma’s recent activities
the  Community Develop-
ment Corporation.

Friday the 14th there will
be a general town cleanup
day, then Saturday morning
several members of the ICA
both locally and from other
areas will make door to door
visits in the community
seeking the views of the
citizens on what has occur
red and what they would
like to see happen in the
future.

Saturday evening an
opening supper will be held
in the community center at
7.00 p.m. Sunday church
services are slated followed
by a Indiahoma senior class
dinner in the school cafeter-
fa from 11 am. to 1 p.m.
then a community tes g'om
1 to 3 p.m. sponsored by
the Future Homemakers
and the Young Homemakers
of Oklahoma.

Monday and Tuesday
evening, 7 p.m. will be Jr.
High and Sr. High basket-
ball as well as school dis-
glays. Wednesday from 1 to

p-m. the county nurse will

be available and a com-
munity sing will be held at’

7:30 that evening.

Thursday a slide show
will be held at the
Community Center. Accord-
ing to Work the slides are
to be of various activities
and achievements through
the last two years.

Friday from 6 to 7 p.m.
the school will have an open
house and at 8 that evening
the Third Annual Country
and Western show will be
held. Saturday a workshop
will be held beginning at |

.m. in order to discuss the
ure outlook for the town.
That ecvening a closing
community supper will be
held with discussion of the
future of small communit-
ies. Sunday church services
are slated with a FFA
turkey shoot at 2:30 p.m.

Work said some of the
accomplishments during the
last two years have been the
completion of the towns 110
foot water tower, the obtain-
ing of a $210,000 FHA loan
to construct 8 floridation
plant and replace water
lines, the future construct-
ing of a mini mall, a small
health center, a community
center, inception of the
Community  Development
Corporation which consists
of 50 members and a

erning board of seven.

e Development Corporat-

jon has been instrumental in

obtaining federal grants in
excess of one million
dollars * working through
ASCOG (Association of
South Central Oklahoma
Governments).

President of the Board is
Raymond Almanza, vice-
resident is  Clarence
olsey, secretary is Mrs.
Carlene Wisner, treasurer is
Mrs. Betty Thrash, mem-
bers are Buster Brenton,
J.D. Robertson, and India-
homa Mayor Barbara
Bailey.

Some, $105,000 of the
money has already gone
towards the towns water
system the remaining
money will be forthcoming
over a three yecar period to
finance the rehabilatation of
housing, sewer, water,
street paving, fire hydrants,
and the proposed mini mall.

Other  accomplishments
have been new street signs,
s welcome sign on U.S.
Highway 62, lots of clean up
activities, plus the printing
of the “'Indiahoma Voice, a
semi-weekly newsletter.”’

Work said several com-
munity celebrations and get
togethers have been held
the major onc being the
Festival of Home Towns
held in May. During the
four day festival the town
experienced its first parade,
horse show and trade fair in
its history plus the first
Commanche Indian pow-
wow held there since 1919,

Work,” who has been in
Indiahoma for one yéar but
has been with the ICA in
various locations around the

world for 12 years said the

most exciting thing to him
though has been the change
in attitude within the
community.

**Since World War 1l the

community has been on the ‘
decline but more recently

' the residents are beginning’

to have hope.”
Work sald in the past

! year there have been 18
' new families move into the

community and 38 new
students enrofled in the
school.
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Indiahoma bank

on historic listing

By TIM FORD

INDIAHOMA (Staff) — The old bank
at Indiahoma has been added to the
National Register of Historic Places,
Congressman Tom Steed announced
recently.

The small building just off 01d High-
way 62 was believed by it's last owner to
have been built in 1908 or 1909. It opened
as the First State Bank of Indizhoma in
1809,

It had been owned by the Moore fami-
ly since A.B. Moore bought it in the
1920s. The building was vacated in 1964,
and his son, Ben Moore of Cache,
donated the building to Indiahoma for
use as a community center in July of
1978. .

As it is now, the bank was the center
of community activities in the early
days, including several bank robberies.

One story is told about Ike Prince,
who regulary rode into town on his
blaze-faced sorrel, *"Mac.”" Prince was
in a nearby store on one such trip in 1918
when he heard a commotion outside.

He ran outside to discover bank rob-
bers had stolen his horse. Prince joined
a posse on another mount, but the ban-
dits were never caught. i

He later found Mac at the edge of the
Wichita Mountains. The horse had near-
ly been ridden to death but eventually
recovered.

In 1933 two signifacant events occur-
red. First, the bank was one of the few
such institutions in Southwest Oklaho-
ma to reopen without any restrictions
after the national bank moratorium
that year.

But far more exciting was the 1933
robbery. Bandits held Mr. and Mrs.
A.B. Moore hostage overnight until the
time-vault would open, The robbers fled
with the loot but were later caught and
jailed.

A lew years later modern times
caught up when two bandits used an
automobile as their getaway vehicle.
This time Moore and bank employee
Archie Hagle were kidnapped during
the getaway.

Hagle managed to roll out of the car
justintimeto prevent a merchant from
firing a rifle at the vehicle, crying
“Don’tshoot, A.B. is inthe back seat!""

However, it is still told that a shot was
eventually fired through the automo-
bile's radiator, forcing it to halt in a
creekbed. Moore was again returned to
safety, and the robbers were eventually
punished.

It's said that one of the Indiahoma
bank robbers was a young buck starting
on the wrong foot who quickly reformed
his ways and still lives in the Lawton
area.

In 1978 community members began
restoring the building that sports a 12-
foot ceiling and vault room with advice
from Treasure Lake Job Corps employ-
ees. The original bank fixtures have
been donated and are on display at the
Museum of the Great Plains in Lawton.

Today the building can be found abuzz
with activity at almost any time. It
serves as a meeting place for the city

council and many other Indiahoma

oroups. ) -

Silent History

If walls could speak the old First State Bank of Indiahoma,
recently placed on the National Register of Historic Places,
would tell a colorful story of community events and even daring
robberies. (Staff Photo)
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Week diie’

wrap up with dinner:::

INDIAHOMA (Staff) — Indiahoma
Week will be concluded with a dinner
tonight and a turkey shoot Sunday.

The community supper will be held
from 6 to 8 p.m. in the school cafeteria.
Awards will be presented to Indiahoma
citizens and guests plus visitors from
Texas, Lawton, Oklahoma City and oth-
er local towns.

The Future Farmers of America Tur-
key Shoot is set for 1 p.m. by the ag
barn. Competition classes will include
school district residents, students, age
18 and under plus open.

The week of reflecting on the town's
*“‘Past, Present and Future" Included
days for community clean-up, visiting,

. church services, meals, singing. school

a history presentation and work-

+ A country and western show was
pr?sonted Friday night, _';

Friday afternoon FFA students dnd
VISTA volunteers tore down and

- Cleaned up a porch on the old Indiahoria

Oil Co. building. The porch had been
damaged and presenteda hazard, =

Indiahoma began its successful
course of community action in 1978
when it consulted with a group from the
Institute of Cultural Affairs,” a nch-
profit human development organiza-
tion, and others.

Through these efforts Indlahoma elti-
zens have improved the town using their
own resources and also by seeking out-
side expertise plus government grants
andloans. oo

Kiowa County Democrat, Thursday, November 20, 1980

Indiahoma Week Closing

The ‘‘Indiahoma Week"
has been progressing well
according to 8 spokesperson
on behalf of Mayor Barbara
Bailey. This wcekend will

* close the weeks activities.

-Friday from 6 to 7 p.m.

Indiahoma School is having

' an open house and then the

. Third Annual Country and

Western Show will begin at
7:30 p.m. in the school
auditorium.

Saturday a workshop will
begin at 1 p.m. Discussion
will be of the future outlook

“for the town. That evening

at 6 p.m. in the school

cafeteria a closing supper
will be held. Awards are to
be presented and achieve-
ments outlined as well as
the look to the future.
Sunday church services
will be held followed by a
FFA sponsored turkey shoot
at 2:30 p.m.
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Fighting for Survival Has
Evolved into Local Action
in Southwestern Community

By HENRY BUCHANAN

ASSOCIATE EDITOR, THE OKLAHOMA FARMER-STOCKMAN

“INDIAHOMA, Showplace of the
Southwest."

Perhaps it doesn't look quite
that grand to the outsider driv-
ing along old U.S. 62 in western
Comanche county, butl to the few
hundred residents of thls small
community It Is becoming a
showplace for thelr volunteer ef-
forts,

Once a thriving community of
more than 1,000 people—a cen-
ter for the wheat, cotton and rail
industries of the area—most
would evaluate the town as
being past its prime, or even in
the process of dying.

Moving the local bank lo
Cache and rerouting the high-
way a mile north of town are
cited as causes of the decline in
community importance.

Not willing to watch their
town vanish into the prairie
from which it sprouted, a num-
ber of local residents got togeth-
er with the non-profit Institute
of Cultural Affairs two years ago
to map their future.

Held in June, 1978, the Indi-
ahoma Human Development
Project came up with 13 pro-
grams containing 52 separate
goals for the advancement of In-
diahoma as an economically
self-sufficient and socially self-
reliant community.

Barbara Balley, town mayor,
sald the casual observer might
not be able to see much differ-
ence in the community today
compared to two years ago—but
changes are coming. “You're go-
ing to begin to see everything
coming together at one time,"”
she explained. “After all the
work we've done, it may seem
hard to believe it really does
look any better than it did be-
fore—but it does."

Through volunteer efforts, fed-
eral grants and loans, plus mon-
ey raised locally to be used for
current spending in Indiahoma
is now in excess of a milllon dol-
lars. The community is already
working toward 23 of its 52 orig-
inal goals, Bailey said.

Earlier this year, the town
erected a new water tower—

with a $105,000 price tag picked
up by the federal government.
An additional $840,000 grant
was recently recelved from the
Department of Housing and Ur-
ban Development for a three-
year program almed at lnying a
new waler distribution system,
constructing a delluoridation
plant, Iimproving town streets
and rehabilitating local housing.

Also recently received, ac-
cording to Bailey, is a $120,000
matching grant for construction
of a “mini-mall,”" and $3,000 for
park improvements.

“Soon,"” she said, is when the
rest of the world will be able to
identify a new Indiahoma. “We
have to be patient because these
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A water towaer provides new scenery In Indlahoma. Still planned
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signs lIdentifying

things take time. It doesn't hap-
pen overnight.”

Still, the community's busli-
ness district Is mostly boarded
up and vacant. Perhaps that will
improve next spring with the
completion of the mini-mall with
space for eight to nine small
businesses under one roof.

Indiahoma's streets aren't in
the best of condition. Some of
them are still dict. But the city
is wisely delaying any street im-
provements until after new wa-
ter lines are lald so that one con-
struction project won't mar an-
other.

Upon closer examination, it's
obvious social services have im-
proved in the community. Ben
Moore and Maud Foley each con-
tributed the use of a building to
the town for a community center
and a health center, respective-
ly.

The community center is
available for various communi-
ty meetings, and Is even avail-
able for private use on a space-
available basis. A nurse visits
the town once each month at the
health center to treat a variety
of community health concerns.

In what is hoped will become a
Memorlal Day annual event, the
Indluhoma Festlval of Home
Towns was held last May. Balley
and town clerk Mearlene Fath-
eree both sald they were heart-
ened by the enthusiasm of the lo-
cal people who sponsored and
organized the evenl.

Activities at the four-day fes-
tival included a barbeque, street
dance, inter-tribal powwow and
various other activities.

They've even named the
town's streets and erected street
them. North-
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again.”

are a deflueridation plant and distribution system.

south streets honor early pio-
neers, while east-wesl thorough-
fares honor the area's agricul-
tural activities,

The town water system has
been one of major concern.

Bailey said residents like
their soft well water, but health
officials won't allow any addl-
tional customers to be connect-
ed to the system because of ils
high fluoride content,
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Rather than purchase water
from a rural water system, the
mayor said residents voted over-
whelmingly to acquire a loan
from the Farmers Home Ad-
ministration to construct a de-
fluoridation plant.

The loan is now in process,
and in combination with the
HUD grant the plant is about to
become reality.

Bailey said people from other
small Oklahoma communities
often wonder why thelr commun-
Ities don't recelve federal tund-
Ing to the cextent Indinhoma
does.

“Why Indiahoma?" she said
they ask. "Well, you've got to
ask for federal help,” she ex-
plained. “They don't go looking
for communities to give their
money to.

“We've made a number of ap-
plications for federal funds.
When they turn us down, we just
fill out another form and apply

.





