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YOU ARE MY MORTON

XXXENXNE

You were a farming town,
With religious Freedoms,
With soil for pottery,
and for tile,
The Methodist Rider came by horseback
Then by Lincoln and his patriot smile.

You are my city

A growing community

You're with proud origins

And pride that's true

You've established Freedoms,

And a beautiful image.

We will always be quite proud of you.

You have a future,

Involving industry

You're looking at problems
to be solved.

You have concerned youth
with dedication.

A new identity yet to evolve.
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COMMUNITY SLOGAN: Quality of Life
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THE NEW STORY
FROM PRAIRIE TO SUBLRB

*.
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*

*
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Hardy early English pioneers, viewing the beautiful floweringopen prairie ::

of Morton from its eastern bluffs recognized its potential as some of the richest o
farmland in the world and impulsively sank their plows into the soil, beginning

a community of people destined to eventually work out the problems not only of *

developing this soil to feed a nation but farm machinery to feed a humgry world. *

Peoples' concern and need for religious freedom brought the Methodist circuit *

rider, the Monnonite and Apostolics, Crandall's Station, near Morton was a stop *

on the Lincoln circuit riding trail. Early industries were the tile works and *

potteries, fence and grain elevator factories and a cannery for the bright orange *

pumpkins. Productive farms, hardworking and industrious people satisfied and *

enjoying the way of life they had established and resistant to changing it. :
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Morton has grown into a village noted for its community pride. Young in time
and in spirit, we mix the traditions of the green and the gold rows of productive
farmland and the yellow "beasts" carving progress for the world. People going to
church on Sunday morning are Morton's version of a traffic jam. Then there is
Peter Peter Punpkin Eater who could build his "Beautiful Home" on the corner of
Jackson and Morton, and feel right at home.

We have no more the narrow straight rows of corn for neighbors. The streets,
the homes, the shrubs, the trees reach further teward the horizon. The annual
mound of pumpkins has shrunken 1ike the grape to the raison. Morton as a village
has faded in memory. The industrial park is no nore plowed land, rather it is
busy with the activity of 1ight industry. Caterpillar remains a strong influence.
We find ourselves as a suburb, as one community meeting others. A park, a play-
ground is but a short walk. Driving is not hectic, rather a quick journey. The
arts and crafts flourish with interest and activity, Education is a family commit-
ment for yet the future. Though the farm is no longer dominent, the rural heritage,
remains. We stand together in brotherly Jove. Morton is a model to others for
its high quality of life, ' : '
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Coordinators:

George Burrier
265-5085

Phillip Icenogle
265-9008

" Steering Committee:

Bicentennial Festival Comm.
First Mennonite Church
First Presbyterian Church
Kiwanis

Morton B.P.W.

Morten Jaycees

Morton Women's Club

United Methodist Church
V.F.\. 5921
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TOWN MEETING '76
BOX 378
MORTON, IL. 61550

A BRIEF HISTORICAL ACCOUNT OF THE VILLAGE
OF MORTON By Robert C. Conibear

Prepared especially for Morton Town Meeting '76, May 1, 1976

The origin of Morton dates back approximately to 1826 when a small
log cabin was built in what is now Morton Township. From 1830 to
1835 immigrants from England settled in this area, taking up
government land claims. - ,

In 1831 the J. Evans family built a large log cabin about one
mile north of Morton at the present intersection of North Main
Street and Route 74 overpass. Evan's established a trading post
and eventually this location came to be known as Evan's Corner.

In 1853 J. Evans was appointed postmaster. In 1839 the first
Community Center was constructed across from the Evan's trading
post. It also doubled as a school house during the week and a church
on Sunday with the Congregationalists and the Methodists using it
alternate Sundays.

Early in the 1840's the community leaders formed a Library
Association. The Community Center Building was known as “Liberty
Hall". Abraham Lincoln made several speeches here. In 1868 the
library burned to the ground.

James Campbell made the first survey of Morton around 1850.
The town then was bounded by a triangle formed by North Main,
West Jefferson and Garfield Streets. Between 1854 and 1858 the
post office at Evan's Corner was moved to Morton and the use of
the Community Center at Evan's Corner stopped.

Morton Township was formed in 1851, with Horace H. Clark, Jr.,
serving as the first township supervisor. From 1860 to 1875 Morton
received Swiss and Southern German immigrants.

In 1871 Morton had outgrown the old one room school house on
Main Street. A board of directors composed of Dr. Conibear,
Thomas Scott, and Frank Griesser decided to endure the complaints
of irate citizens which opposed needless expenditures and had a
school erected on the present site of the Jefferson Grade School.
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A BRIEF HISTORICAL ACCOUNT OF THE VILLAGE OF MORTON Page 2
By Robert C. Conibear

This structure lasted from 1871 to 1928 when it was replaced
with Jefferson Grade School. The Morton Township High School
was built in 1903 on the present site of the Morton Junior
High School.

Morton received the village charter from Springfield November
15, 1877. Clarence Campbell was listed on the charter as Mayor
and Lorenzo Durham was listed as Village Clerk. Because of
personal differences between Campbell and Durham, Dr. William
Conibear was made acting Mayor about September 15, 1877. Morton
began using the Village Seal on January 4, 1878 on the first
ordinance book. The population of Morton then was 400 people.

Prepared April 1, 1976
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ECONOMIC CHALLENGES
MORTON TOWN MEETING 76 MAY 1, 1976

Imbalanced City Leadership

In the arena of Economic Commonality the fact that control of finances and city
leadership by established groups indicates that the underlying contradiction is

a lack of balance between the established people and emerging concerned people

of Morton. This contradiction is illustrated by voter apathy, fear of tax
:ncreases, ratio of age groups and control of elected and appointed city
eaders.

GUILD: A-D

Economic Growth vs. Bedroom Town Syndrome

In the arena of Economic Commonality the fact that resistance to change indicates
that the underlying contradiction is conflict of economic growth vs. bedroom
town syndrome. This contradiction is illustrated by high cost of living, lack
of diversified industry and lTow cost housing. UILD
GUILD: B-C
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POLITICAL CHALLENGES
MORTON TOWN MEETING 76 MAY 1, 1976

Dependence on Short-Range Goals

In the arena of Political Commonality the fact that government regulation,
resistance to change, failure to relate to natural evolvements, tack of clear
cut role of local government bodies, and financial limitations versus opinions
of priorities indicates that the underlying contradiction is dependence on
short-range goals rather than long and short-range goals. This contradiction
is illustrated by efforts for a golf course, swimming pool, auditorium, YMCA
and traffic control solution still not finalized. SUILD: A<D

Broad Based Planning

In the arena of Political Commonality the fact that independent private and
governing groups indicates that the underlying contradiction is inadequate
broad based planning. This contradiction is illustrated by lack of consensus
between private and governing groups.

GUILD: B-C

Lack of Individual Responsibility

In the arena of Political Commonality the fact that the public remains
uninformed indicates that the underlying contradiction is lack of individual
responsibility. This contradiction is illustrated by the people's lack of
communication because they do not read the newspaper, lack interest and
enthusiasm.

GUILD: B-C

-
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CULTURAL CHALLENGES
MORTON TOWN MEETING 76 MAY 1, 1976

No Relevant Role in Decision-Making

In the arena of Cultural Commonality the fact that people don't feel they
have any power to change things indicates that the underlying contradiction
is that people don't feel motivated to change things. This contradiction
is illustrated by poor attendance at village board meetings, small turn-out
at elections and leaving decisions to a committee. 1LD: AD

GUILD: A-

Lack of Communication in Community

In the arena of Cultural Commonality the fact that social organizations are
not fulfilling their functions due to a lack of individual involvement
indicates that the underlying contradiction is a lack of communications

of community needs. This contradiction is illustrated by lack of specific
activities for youth to do, drugs and alcohol problems, vandalism, transient
aspects of the community.

GUILD: A-D

Lack of Participation

In the arena of Cultural Commonality the fact that lack of participation
1ndicates that the underlying contradiction is apathy. This contradiction
is illustrated by the lack of attendance at community meetings.

GUILD: B-C
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ENTERTAINMENT - MORTON TOWN MEETING '76

¥

M.H.S. Girls Ensemble Morton Woman's Club Chorus
Mrs. Barbara Mote, Director Jane Bailey
Phy1lis Haines
Singers: Janet Plohr
Mary Lee Rider
Lori Abner Helen Regnier
R. R. #1 Carol Leach
Pekin, IL 61554 Phy1lis Schwarzentraub
Jackie Kinsinger
Lova Gillan - Gladys Davis

929 E. Madison

Morton, IL 61550 :
. Morton Christian Church - Living Word

Becky Gamble ‘ .

Ossami Lake Land Road Wendell Good

Morton, IL 61550 Clay Mullins

Bob Sutman
Teresa Urish Dianne Sutman
701 S. Main

Morton, IL 61550

Diane White
337 Hazelwood
Morton, IL 61550

Krista Bollegar
201 S. I1linois
Morton, IL 61550

M.H.S. Flute Duet

Mr. Robert E. Kiesler, Director

Kathy Carter
417 Polk
Morton, IL 61550

Barb Dallinger
2301 N. Morton Ave.
Morton, IL 61550
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PRACTICAL PROPOSALS
MORTON TOWN MEETING 76 MAY 1, 1976

Citizen Participation

We the citizens of Motron in order to generate citizen participation in
community affairs propose a community planning council consisting of
representatives from all civic organizations and governmental bodies
through the leadership of governmental officials and civic minded citizens.

GUILD: B-C

Citizen Involvement in Future Growth

We the citizens of Morton in order to coordinate planning for orderly growth
propose forming a group to be responsive to various types of growth through
presenting concept to Village Board for acceptance, identifying the various
sub-group areas and responsibilities, staffing the sub-groups, assign the
tasks to the sub-groups to be responsible to the Planning Commission.

GUILD: 8-C

Encourage Participation

We the citizens of Morton in erder to communicate, educate and work together
propose to publicize brief information on issues to be discussed at public
meetings with time, date and location through the local newspaper, public
newsletters and posting announcements.

GUILD: B-C
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*************************************************** *
*
*
STEERING COMMITTEE :
*
*
*
George Burrier, Jr. Morton Jaycees *
Doris Dallinger Morton Business & Professional Women *
Mary Grear Morton Jr. Women *
Thomas A. Myers Morton VFW 5921 *
Kay Frevert Fantasyland Nursery School *
Carolyn Damery Jr. Women's Club
J. Kay White First Presbyterian Church
Janice May ICA
Kip May ICA
Rev. Philip Icenogle . Morton United Methodist Church
Dave VanVerst Morton Kiwanis
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MASTER OF CEREMONIES

Lee Ranson, Radio Station WXCL
Rev. Floyd Stadley, Morton United Methdosit Church
Tom Frevert, Morton Jaycees

DISCUSSION LEADERS

Araminta Bigelow, Morton Woman's Club
Steve Booth, Morton Jaycees

Al Sherman, Morton Jaycees

Sistie Roberts, Morton Jr. Woman's Club

HONORED GUESTS

Mr. & Mrs. Eugene Mathis, Mayor of Morton

CHAIRMAN
STEERING COMMITTEE

George Burrier, Morton Jaycees
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WORKERS

Teri Kidd

141 Sunset Ct.
Morton, ILL
Office Education

Joanne Glazebrook
R. R. #1
Washington, ILL
Beta Sigma Phi

Sue Hall

112 Avondale
East Peoria, ILL
Beta Sigma Phi

Connie Clanton
105 Briar Ct.
Washington, ILL
Beta Sigma Phi

Judy Myers

R. R. #1
Morton, ILL
Beta Sigma Phi

Carolyn Damery

801 Columbus
Morton, ILL

Junior Women's Club

Marsha Splichal
Morton, ILL

Glenda Reneau
R. R. #2
Washington, ILL
Beta Sigma Phi
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¥ Cheryll Sayers

X R. R. #2

x Morton, ILL

x Bicentennial Greeters

*
4« Wayne Nelson

« 444 W. 2nd
« Peoria, ILL
x ICA

ITeri Kidd
1415 Sunset Ci.
X Morton, IL
x Office Education Class
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James Depler
604 E. Adams
Morton, ILL
Kiwanis Club

David A. Crandell
531 Brentwood Rd.
Morton, ILL
Kiwanis Club

Tom Oldham
154 1dlewood
Morton, ILL

Marlin Henning
10 Timberland Dr.
Morton, ILL

Alexis Wappelhorst
1240 S. Main
Morton, ILL

Junior Women's Club

Lisa Diggs
208 N. First
Morton, ILL
Girl Scouts

Denise Mahrt

212 E. Hazelwood
Morton, ILL

Girl Scouts

Tracy Martin
421 Nelson

“Morton, ILL

Girl Scouts

Cheri Gilliland
218 Rassi Ave.
Morton, ILL
Girl Scouts

Kathy Dallinger
2301 Morton Avenue
Morton, ILL
Business Women

Janet Friye

317 Polk

Morton, ILL

Office Education Class

Melanie Sayers

R. R. #2

Morton, ILL
Bicentennial Greeters

Brenda Koons

Box 274

Groveland, ILL
Bicentennial Greeters

Debbie Hamilton

213 Stanley

Morton, ILL
Bicentennial Greeters

Kay Frevert

East Jefferson
Morton, ILL
Fantasyland Nursery

J. Kay White

409 N. Main

Morton, ILL
Presybyterian Church

Terry Goff

212 S.W. Jefferson
Peoria, ILL

WMBD AM-FM-TV

Mark Felribach

212 S.W. Jefferson
Peoria, ILL

WMBD AM-FM-TV

Edie Knotts

224 S. Minnesota
Morton, ILL
Bicentennial Greeters

Dennis Trumble
Peoria Journal Star

Joanne Glazebrook
R. R. #1
Washington, ILL
Beta Sigma Phi

Sue Hall

112 Avondale
East Peoria, ILL
Beta Sigma Phi
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PARTICIPANTS

George, Sandi, Ranell &
Gwen Burrier '
Jaycees

213 Oklahoma St.
Morton, IL 61550

A1 Sherman

Jaycees

228 N. ITlinois St.
Morton, IL 61550

Chuck Birchenough
Jaycees

408 Nebraska St.
Morton, IL 61550

Lisa Saunders
325 S. Nelson
Morton, IL 61550

Jan Sampson

Jr. Woman's Club

1037 Johnson St.

Morton, IL 61550

Mr. & Mrs. William Sampson
309 Montana St.
Morton, IL 61550

Abe Lincoln (Portrayed by
Howard W. Neyland)

610 Grimm Ave.

Morton, IL 61550

Diane Kemper
Tazewell News

372 E. Greenwood St.
Morton, IL 61550

Ron Kelder

ICA

410 S. Trumball
Chicago, IL

Virginia Renner
312 W. Jefferson St.
Morton, IL 61550

Phillip Icenogle
Jaycees

311 W. Chicago St.
Morton, IL 61550

Steve Booth
Jaycees

208 N. Missouri St.
Morton, IL 61550

Jim A. Rappa
Caterpillar
371 N. Oregon St.
Morton, IL 61550

Wayne & Joyce Wutke
Women's Symphony Guild
Peoria Symphony Orchestra
356 S. Mississippi St.
Morton, IL 61550

Claude Potts
332 N. Drive
Morton, IL 61550

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Shay
308 S. Montana
Morton, IL 61550

Roberta N. Larson
201 W. Wick St.
Morton, IL 61550

John & Carol Bruder
Jaycees

220 Circle Dr.
Morton, IL 61550

George Unger
140 N. Missouri Ave.
Morton, IL 61550

Sue Booth
208 N. Missouri St.
Morton, IL 61550
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Kip & Janice May
ICA

444 W. Second St.
Peoria, IL 61602

Araminta Bigelow
Women's Club

207 Maywood St.
Morton, IL 61550

Rae, Bud, Jennifer &
Will Pittenger
Caterpillar

1124 Brentwood St.
Morton, IL 61550

Gordon C. Witzel
356 S. Mississippi
Morton, IL 61550

Sue Edgar
608 Columbus St.
Morton, IL 61550

Peggy Lancaster
610 Grimm Ave.
Morton, IL 61550

Ruth W. Ferguson
712 S. Main St.
Morton, IL 61550

Gordon Honegger
Chamber of Commerce
930 E. Polk

Morton, IL 61550

Donald F. Roth
Bicentennial Commission
249 Baltimore St.
Morton, IL 61550

Harold Bower
704 Kay St.
Morton, IL 61550
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PARTICIPANTS
' !

Wayne Newlin Lee Ranson
942 E. Crestwood R. R. #1
Morton, ILL Northern Oaks

Pekin, ILL
Gary Pittenger
513 Nelson Richard Brownlee
Morton, ILL 300 E. Fernwood
Jaycees Morton, ILL
Harold Witzig Mary Alice LaGrow
308 N. Second : 666 S. Fourth
Morton, ILL . Morton, ILL
Cliff Hasselbacher Alline Schoen
842 E. Kay 405 N. Sampson
Morton, ILL Tremont, ILL
Morton Community Bank

Harry Schoen
John Troutman ' 405 N. Sampson
R. R. #3 : Tremont, ILL
Peoria, ILL
Morton Community Bank Barb Stinson

121 Wick
Helen White Morton, ILL
409 N. Main

Morton, ILL Mary Ellen Ludwig

465 E. Greenwood
Jack & Mary Swanstrom ‘ Morton, ILL
432 N. I1linois

Morton, ILL Jack R. Taylor

808 S. Columbus
Homer C. Ludwig Morton, ILL

465 E. Greenwood

Morton, ILL Mr. & Mrs. George Geyer

‘ 1009 S. First
Rosemary Thomson Morton, ILL

479 E. Forestwood
Morton, ILL
Eagle Forum
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FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTORS

T

Many Morton businesses, organizations, and individuals proudly contributed to Mor?on
Town Meeting '76. These merchants, organizations, and individuals deserve a spec al
thanks because all of us in organizations or in business locally realize they are
continually asked to make generous contributions to many and various charitable and
worthy causes. Their support of this worthwhile event is to be commended. The Co-
ordinators and Steering Committee of Town Meeting '76 are proud to recognize the
following financial contributors:

Bob Grimm Chevrolet, Inc. Village of Morton
2271 South Main St. Eugene Mathis, Mayor
Bob Grimm, Owner
Morton Jaycees , Miller Paint ,
Chuck Birchenough, President 401 West Jefferson St.
John Miller, Proprietor

Grimm TV and Appliances Stoller and Overend
320 South Main Field Shopping Center
William Grimm, Jr., Proprietor Lloyd Stuber, Proprietor
Morton Business and Professional Women Rocke's Meating Haus
Irene Ogg, President 226 West Adams

g Wayne Rocke, Owner
Witzig's Inc. Department Store Robert C. Conibear
129 South Main Town Historian

408 N. Main St.

Conibear Rexall Drug Store Dietrich Furniture
101 West Jefferson 117 West Jefferson
Todd W. Garrison, Proprietor Marvin Yocum, Proprietor
Rotary Club of Morton VFW Post No. 5921
Glen W. Barger, Jr., President Tom Myers, Commander
First National Bank of Morton Morton Savings and Loan
60 East Jefferson 150 South Main St.
Lester G. Freidinger, V. P. Ed Hauter, V. P.
Morton Bowling Lanes Morton Woman's Club
330 South Main St. Mrs. Araminta Bigelow

Wallace E. White, Proprietor

Morton Junior Woman's Club
Jan Sampson, President

%* % % % Kk %k K Kk Kk Kk ok ok ok ok % 3% ¥ ¥ s s kA o sk e o ok e sk R ok ok A e ke o ke s ok ok ok e ke sk ok ok ok ok R e ok Aok ke ok ke k ok

HANRERRNNNNRNNNNENENRNNNN RN XXX RN RN RN XXX RN RN XXX XXX XXX

R Y S Y LY



F0k e e vk e e d e Sk sk T e e e Ak s e sk dk ok sk ok ke e e sk e s sk sk gk sk ke ke ke e sk ok ok ok ok ok ok ke ok
MATERIALS CONTRIBUTORS

* ¥k Kok kK

recognize the following contributors:

Morton High School--John Turley,
500 Tyler St., Art Director at
Morton High School and his students
for their imaginative and creative
bicentennial scenes.

Morton Federal Savings & Loan Assn.
150 South Main Street
Chalmer E. Arnett, President

First National Bank of Morton
60 East Jefferson

Lester G. Freidinger, Vice President

Anthony's Beit Shybiem
Florists Field Shopping Center

The Corral Family Steak House
330 South Main
Otto Mackert, Proprietor

Rapid Printing and Binding
405 N. Morton Avenue
Brent R. Pflederer

Morton Junior Woman's Club
Jan Sampson, President

Ben Franklin Store
100 North Main Street
Ben Schumacher, Proprietor
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Morton Community Bank
« 617 West Jackson Street
+ Gordon D. Honegger, President

Hardees Family Restaurant
x 608 South Main Street

: Korsmeyer's Super Market
X 721 West Jackson Street

«
x
R

Thompson's Food Basket
646 W. Jackson Street

LR R Y T TSRS

¥ Many Morton businesses, organizations, and groups were able to he]p make Morton Toyn
4 Meeting '76 successful by contributing materials or effort utilized in making this )
¥ event so memorable. These all deserve special recognition for their efforts, for their
support. The Coordinators and Steering Committee of Town Meeting '76 are proud to

Tazewell Publishing Company
100 Detroit Street

McBurger Restaurant
Field Shopping Center

Ohr X. Drugs
Field Shopping Center

Fantasyland Nursery School
East Jefferson Street
Kay Frevert, Owner

Ben Franklin Store
Field Shopping Center

Country Market
Field Shopping Center

Morton Office Supply
Field Shopping Center
John Oswalt, Manager

Morton Litho
110 E. Queenwood
Gary Nordstrom, Proprietor

Coast-to-Coast Stores
2137 South Main Street
Larry Welch, Manager

Kentucky Fried Chicken
210 W. Jackson Street

KIWANIS
Clifford Rust, President

Kroger Food Stores
East Jackson Street

Roecker's Hardware
109 South Main Street
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***************************************************

MATERIALS CONTRIBUTORS (con't.)

Addressograph Stetzler Brothers
Multigraphics Division 646 West Jackson Street

IBM - Office Products Division Perfect Potato Chips
610 West Glenn Peoria, IL
Peoria, IL 61614

Miller's Bakery -
142 South Main Street

Terrance W. Mitton

Account Executive
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4617 N. STERLING AVE., PEORIA, ILL. 61614 688-6601
DIVISION OF ADDRESSOGRAPH MULTIGRAPH CORPORATION
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YOU ARE MY MORTON

You were a farming town,
With religious Freedoms,
With soil for pottery,
and for tile,
The Methodist Rider came by horseback
Then by Lincoln and his patriot smile.

You are my city

A growing community

You're with proud origins

And pride that's true

You've established Freedoms,

And a beautiful image.

We will always be quite proud of you.

You have a future,

Involving industry

You're looking at problems
to be solved.

You have concerned youth
with dedication.

A new identity yet to evolve.
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COMMUNITY SLOGAN: Quality of Life
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THE NEW STORY
FROM PRAIRIE TO SUBURB

Hardy early English pioneers, viewing the beautiful floweringopen prairie
of Morton from its eastern bluffs recognized its potential as some of the richest
farmland in the world and impulsively sank their plows into the soil, beginning
a community of people destined to eventually work out the problems not only of
developing this soil to feed a nation but farm machinery to feed a humgry world.
Peoples' concern and need for religious freedom brought the Methodist circuit
rider, the Monnonite and Apostolics, Crandall's Station, near Morton was a stop
on the Lincoln circuit riding trail. Early industries were the tile works and
potteries, fence and grain elevator factories and a cannery for the bright orange
pumpkins. Productive farms, hardworking and industrious people satisfied and
enjoying the way of life they had established and resistant to changing it.

Morton has grown into a village noted for its community pride. Young in time
and in spirit, we mix the traditions of the green and the gold rows of productive
farmland and the yellow "beasts" carving progress for the world. People going to
church on Sunday morning are Morton's version of a traffic jam. Then there is
Peter Peter Punpkin Eater who could build his "Beautiful Home" on the corner of
Jackson and Morton, and feel right at home,

We have no more the narrow straight rows of corn for neighbors. The streets,
the homes, the shrubs, the trees reach further toward the horizon. The annual
mound of pumpkins has shrunken 1ike the grape to the raison. Morton as a village
has faded in memory. The industrial park is no nore plowed land, rather it is
busy with the activity of 1ight industry. Caterpillar remains a strong influence.
We find ourselves as a suburb, as one community meeting others. A park, a play-
ground is but a short walk. Driving is not hectic, rather a quick journey. The
arts and crafts flourish with interest and activity. Education is a family commit-
ment for yet the future. Though the farm is no longer dominent, the rural heritage,
remains. We stand together in brotherly love. Morton is a model to others for
its high quality of life. :
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MORTON/76

Coordinators:

George Burrier
265-5085

Phillip Icenogle
265-9008

Steering Committee:

Bicentennial Festival Comm.

First Mennonite Church
First Presbyterian Church
Kiwanis

Morton B.P.W.

Morton Jaycees

Morton Women's Club
United Methodist Church
V.F.W. 5921

——————

MBRTHM BICENTEMMIAL
ik
Colibrate the [ast-Create the Future

TOWN MEETING '76
BOX 378
MORTON, IL. 61550

A BRIEF HISTORICAL ACCOUNT OF THE VILLAGE
OF MORTON By Robert C. Conibear

Prepared especially for Morton Town Meeting '76, May 1, 1976

The origin of Morton dates back approximately to 1826 when a small
log cabin was built in what is now Morton Township. From 1830 to
1835 immigrants from England settled in this area, taking up
government land claims. - ~

In 1831 the J. Evans family built a large log cabin about one
mile north of Morton at the present intersection of North Main
Street and Route 74 overpass. Evan's established a trading post
and eventually this location came to be known as Evan's Corner.

In 1853 J. Evans was appointed postmaster. In 1839 the first
Community Center was constructed across from the Evan's trading
post. It also doubled as a school house during the week and a church
on Sunday with the Congregationalists and the Methodists using it
alternate Sundays.

Early in the 1840's the community leaders formed a Library
Association. The Community Center Building was known as "Liberty
Hall". Abraham Lincoln made several speeches here. In 1868 the
1ibrary burned to the ground.

James Campbell made the first survey of Morton around 1850.
The town then was bounded by a triangle formed by North Main,
West Jefferson and Garfield Streets. Between 1854 and 1858 the
post office at Evan's Corner was moved to Morton and the use of
the Community Center at Evan's Corner stopped.

Morton Township was formed in 1851, with Horace H. Clark, Jr.,
serving as the first township supervisor. From 1860 to 1875 Morton
received Swiss and Southern German immigrants.

In 1871 Morton had outgrown the old one room school house on
Main Street. A board of directors composed of Dr. Conibear,
Thomas Scott, and Frank Griesser decided to endure the complaints
of irate citizens which opposed needless expenditures and had a
school erected on the present site of the Jefferson Grade School.
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A BRIEF HISTORICAL ACCOUNT OF THE VILLAGE OF MORTON Page 2
By Robert C. Conibear

This structure lasted from 1871 to 1928 when it was replaced
with Jefferson Grade School. The Morton Township High School
was built in 1903 on the present site of the Morton Junior
High School.

Morton received the village charter from Springfield November
15, 1877. Clarence Campbell was listed on the charter as Mayor
and Lorenzo Durham was listed as Village Clerk. Because of
personal differences between Campbell and Durham, Dr. William
Conibear was made acting Mayor about September 15, 1877. Morton
began using the Village Seal on January 4, 1878 on the first
ordinance book. The population of Morton then was 400 people.

Prepared April 1, 1976
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ENTERTAINMENT - MORTON TOWN MEETING '76

1

M.H.S. Girls Ensemble
Mrs. Barbara Mote, Director

Singers:

Lori Abner
R. R. #]
Pekin, IL 61554

Lova Gillan .
929 E. Madison
Morton, IL 61550

Becky Gamble
Ossami Lake Land Road
Morton, IL 61550

Teresa Urish
701 S. Main
Morton, IL 61550

Diane White
337 Hazelwood
Morton, IL 61550

Krista Bollegar
201 S. I1linois
Morton, IL 61550

M.H.S. Flute Duet

Mr. Robert E. Kiesler, Director

Kathy Carter
417 Polk
Morton, IL 61550

Barb Dallinger
2301 N. Morton Ave.
Morton, IL 61550
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Morton Woman's Club Chorus

Jane Bailey

Phy11lis Haines

Janet Plohr

Mary Lee Rider

Helen Regnier

Carol Leach

Phyllis Schwarzentraub
Jackie Kinsinger
Gladys Davis

Morton Christian Church - Living Word

Wendell Good
Clay Mullins
Bob Sutman
Dianne Sutman

NUNNNAUREEEARENREENRRN RN LN RN AR XN R RRRRRN X RN E RN XXX



THY
PRACTICAL

PROPOSALS




Jok A ke e gk e ke e Ao A ok ok e ok ok ek A A e e e o A ok ok s ks ok ok ok ok ok ok ke ok

PRACTICAL PROPQSALS
MORTON TOWN MEETING 76 MAY 1, 1976

Citizen Participation

We the citizens of Motron in order to generate citizen participation in
community affairs propose a community planning council consisting of
representatives from all civic organizations and governmental bodies
through the leadership of governmental officials and civic minded citizens.

GUILD: B-C

~ Citizen Involvement in Future Growth

We the citizens of Morton in order to coordinate planning for orderly growth
propose forming a group to be responsive to various types of growth through
presenting concept to Village Board for acceptance, identifying the various
sub-group areas and responsibilities, staffing the sub-groups, assign the
tasks to the sub-groups to be responsible to the Planning Commisgign.

GUILD: B-

Encourage Participation

We the citizens of Morton in order to communicate, educate and work together
propose to publicize brief information on issues to be discussed at public
meetings with time, date and location through the local newspaper, public
newsletters and posting announcements. LD c

GUILD: B-
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STEERING COMMITTEE
George Burrier, dJr. Morton Jaycees
Doris Dallinger Morton Business & Professional Women
Mary Grear Morton Jr. Women
Thomas A. Myers ‘ Morton VFW 5921
Kay Frevert Fantasyland Nursery School
Carolyn Damery Jr. Women's Club
J. Kay White First Presbyterian Church
Janice May ICA
Kip May ICA
Rev. Philip Icenogle A Morton United Methodist Church
Dave VanVerst Morton Kiwanis
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MASTER OF CEREMONIES

Lee Ranson, Radio Station WXCL
Rev. Floyd Stadley, Morton United Methdosit Church
Tom Frevert, Morton Jaycees

DISCUSSION LEADERS

Araminta Bigelow, Morton Woman's Club
Steve Booth, Morton Jaycees

Al Sherman, Morton Jaycees

Sistie Roberts, Morton Jr. Woman's Club

HONORED GUESTS

Mr. & Mrs. Eugene Mathis, Mayor of Morton

CHAIRMAN
STEERING COMMITTEE

George Burrier, Morton Jaycees
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WORKERS

Teri Kidd

141 Sunset Ct.
Morton, ILL
Office Education

Joanne Glazebrook
R. R. #1
Washington, ILL
Beta Sigma Phi

Sue Hall

112 Avondale
East Peoria, ILL
Beta Sigma Phi

Connie Clanton
105 Briar Ct.
Washington, ILL
Beta Sigma Phi

Judy Myers

R. R. #1
Morton, ILL
Beta Sigma Phi

Carolyn Damery

801 Columbus
Morton, ILL

Junior Women's Club

Marsha Splichal
Morton, ILL

Glenda Reneau
R. R. #2
Washington, ILL
Beta Sigma Phi
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¥« Cheryll Sayers

x R. R. #2

¥« Morton, ILL

& Bicentennial Greeters

D

+« Wayne Nelson
x 444 W. 2nd
x Peoria, ILL
x ICA

:Teri Kidd

X 1415 Sunset Ci.

X Morton, IL

X Office Education Class
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James Depler
604 E. Adams
Morton, ILL

Kiwanis Club

David A. Crandell
531 Brentwood Rd.
Morton, ILL
Kiwanis Club

Tom 0ldham
154 1d1ewood
Morton, ILL

Marlin Henning
10 Timberland Dr.
Morton, ILL

Alexis Wappelhorst
1240 S. Main
Morton, ILL
Junior Women's Club

Lisa Diggs
208 N. First
Morton, ILL
Girl Scouts

Denise Mahrt

212 E. Hazelwood
Morton, ILL

Girl Scouts

Tracy Martin
421 Nelson

Morton, ILL

Girl Scouts

Cheri Gilliland
218 Rassi Ave.
Morton, ILL
Girl Scouts

Kathy Dallinger
2301 Morton Avenue
Morton, ILL
Business Women

Janet Friye

317 Polk

Morton, ILL

Office Education Class

Melanie Sayers

R. R. #2

Morton, ILL
Bicentennial Greeters

Brenda Koons

Box 274

Groveland, ILL
Bicentennial Greeters

Debbie Hamilton

213 Stanley

Morton, ILL
Bicentennial Greeters

Kay Frevert

East Jefferson
Morton, ILL
Fantasyland Nursery

J. Kay White

409 N. Main

Morton, ILL
Presybyterian Church

Terry Goff

212 S.W. Jefferson
Peoria, ILL

WMBD AM-FM-TV

Mark Felribach

212 S.W. Jefferson
Peoria, ILL

WMBD AM-FM-TV

Edie Knotts

224 S. Minnesota
Morton, ILL
Bicentennial Greeters

Dennis Trumble
Peoria Journal Star

Joanne Glazebrook
R. R. #
Washington, ILL
Beta Sigma Phi

Sue Hall

112 Avondale
East Peoria, ILL
Beta Sigma Phi
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PARTICIPANTS

George, Sandi, Ranell & Phillip Icenogle Kip & Janice May
Gwen Burrier Jaycees ICA
Jaycees 311 W. Chicago St. 444 W. Second St.
213 Oklahoma St. Morton, IL 61550 Peoria, IL 61602
Morton, IL 61550
A1 Sherman Steve Booth Araminta Bigelow
Jaycees Jaycees Women's Club
228 N. Il1linois St. 208 N. Missouri St. 207 Maywood St.
Morton, IL 61550 Morton, IL 61550 Morton, IL 61550
Chuck Birchenough ’ Jim A. Rappa Rae, Bud, Jennifer &
Jaycees Caterpillar : Will Pittenger
408 Nebraska St. 371 N. Oregon St. Caterpillar
Morton, IL 61550 Morton, IL 61550 1124 Brentwood St.
Morton, IL 61550
Lisa Saunders Wayne & Joyce Wutke Gordon C. Witzel
325 S. Nelson Women's Symphony Guild 356 S. Mississippi
Morton, IL 61550 Peoria Symphony Orchestra Morton, IL 61550

356 S. Mississippi St.
Morton, IL 61550

Jan Sampson Claude Potts Sue Edgar

Jr. Woman's Club 332 N. Drive 608 Columbus St.
1037 Johnson St. Morton, IL 61550 Morton, IL 61550
Morton, IL 61550

Mr. & Mrs. William Sampson Mr. & Mrs. Paul Shay Peggy Lancaster
309 Montana St. 308 S. Montana 610 Grimm Ave.
Morton, IL 61550 Morton, IL 61550 Morton, IL 61550
Abe Lincoln (Portrayed by Roberta N. Larson Ruth W. Ferguson
Howard W. Neyland) 201 W. Wick St. 712 S. Main St.
610 Grimm Ave. Morton, IL 61550 ' Morton, IL 61550
Morton, IL 61550

Diane Kemper John & Carol Bruder Gordon Honegger
Tazewell News Jaycees Chamber of Commerce
372 E. Greenwood St. 220 Circle Dr. 930 E. Polk
Morton, IL 61550 : Morton, IL 61550 Morton, IL 61550
Ron Kelder George Unger Donald F. Roth
ICA 140 N. Missouri Ave. Bicentennial Commission
410 S. Trumball ' Morton, IL 61550 249 Baltimore St.
Chicago, IL ‘ Morton, IL 61550
Virginia Renner | Sue Booth Harold Bower

312 W. Jefferson St. 208 N. Missouri St. 704 Kay St.
Morton, IL 61550 Morton, IL 61550 Morton, IL 61550
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PARTICIPANTS

Wayne Newlin
942 E. Crestwood
Morton, ILL

Gary Pittenger
513 Nelson
Morton, ILL
Jaycees

Harold Witzig
308 N. Second
Morton, ILL

Cliff Hasselbacher
842 E. Kay-

Morton, ILL

Morton Community Bank

John Troutman

R. R. #3 °

Peoria, ILL

Morton Community Bank

Helen White
409 N. Main
Morton, ILL

Jack & Mary Swanstrom
432 N. I1linois
Morton, ILL

Homer C. Ludwig
465 E. Greenwood
Morton, ILL

Rosemary Thomson
479 E. Forestwood
Morton, ILL
Eagle Forum
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Lee Ranson
R. R. #1 .
Northern Oaks
Pekin, ILL

Richard Brownlee
300 E. Fernwood
Morton, ILL

Mary Alice LaGrow
666 S. Fourth
Morton, ILL

Alline Schoen
405 N. Sampson
Tremont, ILL

Harry Schoen
405 N. Sampson
Tremont, ILL

Barb Stinson
121 Wick
Morton, ILL

Mary Ellen Ludwig
465 E. Greenwood
Morton, ILL

Jack R. Taylor
808 S. Columbus
Morton, ILL

Mr. & Mrs. George Geyer

1009 S. First

Morton, ILL
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FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTORS

X XXX

Many Morton businesses, organizations, and individuals proudly contributed to Mor¥on
Town Meeting '76. These merchants, organizations, and individuals deserve a specjal
thanks because all of us in organizations or in business locally realize they are
continually asked to make generous contributions to many and various charitable and
worthy causes. Their support of this worthwhile event is to be commended. The Co-
ordinators and Steering Committee of Town Meeting '76 are proud to recognize the
following financial contributors:

Bob Grimm Chevrolet, Inc. Village of Morton
2271 South Main St. Eugene Mathis, Mayor
Bob Grimm, Owner
Morton Jaycees . Miller Paint _
Chuck Birchenough, President 401 West Jefferson St.
John Miller, Proprietor
Grimm TV and Appliances Stoller and Overend
320 South Main Field Shopping Center
William Grimm, Jr., Proprietor Lloyd Stuber, Proprietor
Morton Business and Professional Women Rocke's Meating Haus
Irene Ogg, President 226 West Adams
Wayne Rocke, Owner
Witzig's Inc. Department Store Robert C. Conibear
129 South Main Town Historian
408 N. Main St.
Conibear Rexall Drug Store Dietrich Furniture
101 West Jefferson 117 West Jefferson
Todd W. Garrison, Proprietor Marvin Yocum, Proprietor
Rotary Club of Morton VFW Post No. 5921
Glen W. Barger, Jr., President Tom Myers, Commander
First National Bank of Morton Morton Savings and Loan
60 East Jefferson 150 South Main St.
Lester G. Freidinger, V. P. Ed Hauter, V. P.
Morton Bowling Lanes Morton Woman's Club
330 South Main St. Mrs. Araminta Bigelow

Wallace E. White, Proprietor

Morton Junior Woman's Club
Jan Sampson, President
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MATERIALS CONTRIBUTORS

recognize the following contributors:

Morton High School--John Turley,
500 Tyler St., Art Director at
Morton High School and his students
for their imaginative and creative
bicentennial scenes.

Morton Federal Savings & Loan Assn.
150 South Main Street
Chalmer E. Arnett, President

First National Bank of Morton
60 East Jefferson

Lester G. Freidinger, Vice President

Anthony's Beit Shybiem
Florists Field Shopping Center

The Corral Family Steak House
330 South Main
Otto Mackert, Proprietor

Rapid Printing and Binding
405 N. Morton Avenue
Brent R. Pflederer

Morton Junior Woman's Club
Jan Sampson, President

Ben Franklin Store
100 North Main Street
& Ben Schumacher, Proprietor
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Morton Community Bank
x 617 West Jackson Street
& Gordon D. Honegger, President

Hardees Family Restaurant
x 608 South Main Street

I Korsmeyer's Super Market
X 721 West Jackson Street

x
D
«

Thompson's Food Basket
646 W. Jackson Street
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Many Morton businesses, organizations, and groups were able to help make Morton Town
Meeting '76 successful by contributing materials or effort utilized in making this’
event so memorable. These all deserve special recognition for their efforts, for their
support. The Coordinators and Steering Committee of Town Meeting '76 are proud to

Tazewell Publishing Company
100 Detroit Street

McBurger Restaurant
Field Shopping Center

Oﬁr X. Drugs
Field Shopping Center

Fantasyland Nursery School
East Jefferson Street
Kay Frevert, Owner

Ben Franklin Store
Field Shopping Center

Country Market
Field Shopping Center

Morton Office Supply
Field Shopping Center
John Oswalt, Manager

Morton Litho
110 E. Queenwood
Gary Nordstrom, Proprietor

Coast-to-Coast Stores
2137 South Main Street
Larry Welch, Manager

Kentucky Fried Chicken
210 W. Jackson Street

KIWANIS
Clifford Rust, President

Kroger Food Stores
East Jackson Street

Roecker's Hardware
109 South Main Street
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MATERIALS CONTRIBUTORS (con't.)

Addressograph Stetzler Brothers -

Multigraphics Division 646 West Jackson Street
IBM - Office Products Division Perfect Potato Chips
610 West Glenn Peoria, IL

Peoria, IL 61614

Miller's Bakery
142 South Main Street

Terrance W. Mitton

Account Executive

MULTIGRAPHICS DIVISION

4517 N. STERLING AVE., PEORIA, ILL. 61614 688-6601
DIVISION OF ADDRESSOGRAPH MULTIGRAPH CORPORATION
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