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Dear Research Centrum,

This is a brief report on my trip to Korea in order to keep you
updated on the Cheongwon HDZ. The main purpose of my visit was

to report to both houses in Korea on the Brussels check signais
meeting and to discuss the progress of the 7 Labs with them.

I'1l also. try and cover the 5 areas that were listed as the
purpose of Hong Kong Research Centrums proposed visit to Korea
week 9, The decision to postpone your trip to fit in with Korea's
schedule should be benefical in the long run.

1.HDZ TREK: The Resolves coming from the Brussel's meeting rec-
ommended that the HDZ trek be completed using the,Brussels§Chicago
.model, Since the first trek only determined the d1\cation of the
zone and not the strategy it would be helpful to do this model in
Korea. This calls for a team made up of centrum, Area Priors, &
regional staff. 1 talked with our staff- in Cheong Ju and they felt
the weéek preceding their regional council would be best. They have
their rcgional council scheduled for April 3-Easter weekend. Larry,
also thought this would be a good time for the Seoul House to
participate. X am énclosing their current quarters plan & timeline
calls for research of the Cheongwon county and continued work with °
the present cluster leadership. A Leadership Training program was
held with the cduster and was very-successful. ‘The new:.braining
center in Cheong Ju is a great asset & a good location dfr large

or small programs. While I was in Cheong Ju we did a workshop on
the HDZ experiment 'using the report from the African trek on
contradictions they had encountered. We also looked at what they .
will be doing this quarter and created their 1list of 10 points.
April will be a good time to create the 2 year strategy.

2. IERD WORK: While I was there, Korea held it£ RDS ¥eb 18&19 in
Cheong Buk Province at a Gov't training center. There were approx.
40 participants covering a wide cross section of the 4 sectors and
their geography., Representatives from both Yeosu and Cheonwon
clusters were present. Berenado Vunibobo from UNDP & Dr. Lee on
our GAB were speakers & I am enclosing a copy oflnibobo's talk.

Dr. Lee's talk is published in Korean and needs to be translated.
On saturday Vunibobo brought 3 Ambassadors to the RDS,from Thailand,
(Kamtorn Udomritthiruj), Indonesia (Raden Eddie Soeprapto), and
Malaysia as special guests with Sung Woo Lee (Dir. of Bureau Home
Affairs). 'I had a good meeting with Vunibobo following the RDS &
he will work with the NSC in helping to obtain funds for the IERD,
(50,000), .Following the RDS Dr. Lee invited a dozen people to
dinner in Cheong Ju to plan who the members of the NSC should be.
Many at the dinner will be on the NSC. ~He—ts—wiITIing to head

the NSC and they want about 18 members total. I don't think they
will have any difficulty in getting a strong and active NSC. They
would welcome any models you can send. It's great to see a GAB
member play such an active role.
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3. REGIONAL STRATEGY: Since Korea has done their quarter III
~planning this can best be done at April Regional Council focusing
on the long range and the next 6 months.

4. URBAN PROJECT: They are continuing research on how best to
move in this direction. Seoul is interested in one site in

a squatters area and are talking to the Gov't about building
a joint preschool/ICA facility. Nothing is firm yet.

5. Development Assistance: We had several good development
visits and LENS call. Schering said yes to our LENS training
proposal but can not do it until Sept. 83. Honan 0il sounds
very interested in LENS when we met their new man.

It was a great trip and I strongly encouraged both Houses to
keep us all informed of their progress and to take an active
role in interchange between the 13 HDZ pilots pup labs.

Grace and Peace,
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Although 1 am happy to be here I believe that there are more
competent people at this gathering who could speak more authoritatively
on the Global asprects of the Internatioral Exposition of Rural
Develcprert than I do. Let me preface my remarks by explénning how
UNDP teceme inveolved with ICA. Mr. Bradford Morse the Administrator
¢f UKDPP jloined the Glotal Advisory Board of IERD. He wrote to say
thet UNCP Field Crtice should try and hkelp YXCA es much as possible in
its rreparatior for the Internationul Exposition and also to inform
Governnment thet UNDP would have ro objection ir IFP funds were used bty

ti.e courtry for its particiration in the Exposition.

T am supposed to talk about the Exposition in its global context.
Tr.e Internationzl Exposition on Rural Development to te held in India
in 168L, should te viewed glotally because the problem facing rural
ccrmunities is of a global cheracter. If these problems are to be
resolved they will have to bLe on the basis of global action, globel
co-operaticn. This will meen sharing experiences, exchange techniques

and methods of approach.

The problems of rural living are multi-faceted, overropulation and
inbalance ir: population distribution, lané ownership and distribution,
improved roeds and communication, improved agricultural extension,
Letter credit facilities end marketing, tetter housing, water supplies
and rural health. It is unfortunate that there has been a tendency to
view the rural community as the poorer cousirs of those who live in the
urten and peri urban centres. We see this in the wsy putlic services
are 11rovided. Wwages and incomes of those in the rural areas are not
infrequently lower than those in the urban areas. One consequence of

this is a drift of masses of people to the urtan centres where resources

/...



and services are stretched to the breaking point. The forthcoming
Exposition will atterpt to focus attenticn on a range of issues
affecting rural commwunities and rural living. I need not go into
the details sufficient to sey that the Exposition will draw

participants from at least fifty countries.

It would be true to say as a generalisation that rural problems
are the same the world over. FKowever, the degree and intensity of a
particular problem varies from country to ccuntry. It is this
commonelity and variations which should attract a global response in

sharing experiences.

Korea has had a particularly unigue experience in your rural
development efforts. There is for instance a recogrition Lere that
income between the rural and urban areas should not be allowed to
vary too widely. It would be true to say that there are very few
countries in which there is a deliberate and conscious efforts on the
part of those concerned to maintain some balance. It is this unique
experience which you have had, I believe, that you should share with
others. Many countries of the region would wish to learn from you and-
would welcome you sharing your experiences, your joys, your frustrations,
your succeéses and your failures. These are all part of living and

in a shrinking world, we all heve to share and care for one another.

The International Exposition will bring together a wide range
of participants administrators, academics, international civil servants
and hopefully leaders of rural communities. My hope as an observer
is that every opportunity should be given to those who live in rural
communities to share their experiences of rural life es they live it
rather then being made to listen to long gxposition of intellectual
theories. Coming from a rurel btackground myself snd having lived
and spend a good part of my professional life in rurel areas I have
come ndt only to admire the wisdom, resilicnce snd strength of
character of rural dwellers tut their paticnce in listening to the

city dwellers whc come to help them put their house in order.



I have already mentioned several areas which influence rural
life and rural living. Let us take for instance land ownership.
The Food and Agricultural Organisation of the United Nations reports
that in ron-communist Asia, 30 per cent of the rural labour force is
now completely landless. Some 11 per cent of Bangladesh's families
own more than half the country's land. In India in 1981, TO per cent
of the farmers were smaller than 2 hectares and included just 21 per cent
of the total farmland. In the Philippines in 1971 5 per cent of the
farns were larger than 10 hectares, but they accounted for 34 per cent
of ell cropland. By contrast, in South Korea, where significant
reforms have been carried out, 92 per cent of the farms were 3 hectares
or smaller in 167k, and they accounted for 93 per cent of all farmlend.
In e commentery on the protlem of lardlessness, a recent observer
noted that:

"Spreading landlessness is manifesting itself in meny ugly
ways, Obviously, it is a major link in the chain of
circumstances that produces soering rural-urben migration

in meany developing countries {(an illegal international
nigration as well). Those trying'to cope with the afflictions
of shanty town increasingly realise that the urban prospect
may be hopeless if more is not done to spread opportunities

in the country side."

To day the number of people in the world exceeds 4,500 million
and that figure is increasing by 200,000 every day. Although the world
is not in danger yet of reaching saturation point, there are already
signs of stresses and strains. Density wise, Europe remains the
most densely populated area of the globe with 96 inhabitants to the
square kilometre. But south and east Asia is not far behind and will
soon be the most crowded region on earth. The UN estimates that
Asia could have three times Europe% density of populution within
100 years. In 197C Asia contained 2000 million people. By the end

/...
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of the centwry it is expected to have 3500 million. Africa with
LB6 million is expected to double its population ty the early part
of the 21st Century.

The great population centres of Asia are of course China, India,
Bangladesh and Indonesia. Though resources are strained globally
Asia has done much better than other regions of the world. Asia has
been able to cope. The fastest and most dynimic economies in the
world are in Asia - Hongkong, The Republic of Chine, Singapore and
Korea. These are countries with no natural resources to speak of
ekcept discipline, hard work and enormcus loyalty and commitment to
the country. Much of what we hear about India appears to bte related
to disaster-monsoon rain and flooding, draught and famine. Yet many
of us do not know that India is one of biggest industrialised country
in the world, she has the biggest pool of scientists/technologists in
the world. She is now a nuclear power, she has sent satellite to
space and lately she has started doing research in Antartica which

up to now was the exclusive reserve of a few mainly western countries.

Though these successes and achievements are to be commended,
other parts of the world are not so lucky. In Africa, the march of
the desert southward appears inexoratle and relentless. Desertification
has become a frightening phenomemon not only in Afirce but in other
part of the world as well. Around the world some 3C million square
kilometres over 20 per cent of the earth's land surface and 80 million
people wko live on this lend are now threatened directly by
desertification.

In the eight fehelian countries - Chad, Niger, Mali, Upper Volta,
Mauritano, Senegal, Gambia and Cape Verde, population is growing
ennually at 2.5 per cent but food production grows at only 1 per cent

& year,

Desertification is caused by a mix of factors - deforestation,

over-grazing, over populetion, and draught leading to erosion.

/...



The whole of the balance in the environment s0 to speak is disturbed.

Listen to this,

"Due to the hcrrow of the drought end the amount of aild given
to prevent a recurrence, the Sahel remains the world's case
book on desertificaticn. Ten years after the drought, five
years after the conference, little has changed there .....
Deforestation overgrazing and over cultivation continue.
Population grow faster than food production. Like an evil
skin cancer, the bare sandy blotches of desertificafion creep

across the land."

Lesertificatior. is tut only one phenomena. It is a symptom among
many of what has disturbed the equilibrium between men and his
environment. It also indicates the important role those who live
and cultivate the land have. Not only must they draw from the land
for their sustenance they must also put things back to the land.
Those who live in rural areas, particularly the farmers have the

dirficult task of dealing and ultimately coming to terms with Nature.

They have to cope with either too much or too little rain, floods,
typhoons, diseases and insects and of course the weather. Above all
to preserve the land and the soil from erosion, from leaching and

from contamiration by pollutents, chemicals and other wastes.

I have touched on two afeas - land and its distribution and
population end the threats to the enviromment as examplified for

instance by the phenomemon of desertification.

The improvement of rural living, the involvement of rural
communities in decision making concerning their welfare, the
enrichreent of the lives of rural commuriities cannot be done in
isolation. It has to be done and linked to what is happening in the
urben areas. Urbanisation has increasingly become a major social
economic/political/strategic problem. The flow of people from the
the rurel to the urban areas sterted as & trickle has now reeched

flood proportion.

/...



Thirty years ago, £5% of all people lived in towns arnd cities.
In 1982 the proportion has risen to 37%. Tu% of the population of
North America is urban. The proportion in Oceania is 72%, €9% in
Europe, 63% in Latin America, 62f% in USSR, 28% in Africa and 23% in
Asia. But the cities have become intolerable as the growth shown

in the following table indicates.

City 1960 1970 1975 2000
' (projected)
Population in million

Calcutta 5.5 6.9 8.1 19.7
Mexico City 4.9 8.6 10.9 31.6
Greater Bombay L. 5.8 7.1 19.1
Kerachi 1.8 3.3 L5 159
Bogota 1.7 2.6 3.4 9.5
Lagos 0.8 1.k 2.1 a.L
Greater Cairo 3.7 5.7 6.9 16.4

Even here in Korea, urbanisaticn has become an important factor
in the country's planning. According to the 1980 Census, the urban
population stood at 21,4L0,825 or 57.2 per cent of the total population
of 37,448,836. The rural population was 16,008,011 or 42.8%. Seoul
alone accounts for 22.3% (8,366,750) of the total population, Pusan -
8.4% (3,1€0,270).

Urban population in Korea has grown at an annual average of 5%
since 1955. During 1960-70 period, more than 70% of the population
growth in urban areas was caused bymmigration from the rurel areas.

While less then 27% of the growth was attributed to natural increase.

Economically active persons in rurel arees dropped by L.3 per
cent from 5,402,000 in 1979 to 5,169,000 in 1980, while those ir urbvan
areas rose by 5.4% to 9,285,000 in the one year period. Those employed
in rurel areas eccounted for 37.3% of the total of 13,706,000 ecmployed

persons and thoee in urban areas represented 62.7%.

The Expocition to te held in Irndia will be divided into three

sectioncs - a Globel Symposium. licre delegations will stege multi-nedia
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exhibition of achievements nade through a diversity of rural development
techpology. Trere will also be a research colloquiur end finally

a review of what the Exposition has been able to achieve.

In this brief talk I have attempted to touch on one or two
issues in glcbel terms, There ere other equally important issues -
mal-nutrition, a wholesome and clean water supply, imprbved sanitation,
access to health and medical services, improved housing and the
elirination ot iliteracy. These are all problems which affect rural
ccamunities throughout the world. Just as a matter of interest let's
see the situetion regarding water. The UN Environment Programme in
a Suvey of the State of the Invironment 1972-1982 makes the following
corments:

"The large number of people with no access to safe, clean

wvater and inacequate sanitary services was a matter of deep

concern to the world during the 1970s., This concern was

expressed et the UN conference on human settlement (1976) and

on water (1977). Whereas in developing countries the proportion

of the urtar povrulation with access to safe water supply rose

from 67% in 1970 to 77% in 1975 and then declined slightly to

75% in 1960, the proportion of rural people served by safe

vater supply increased from 14% in 1970 to only 29% in 1980.

The waste water treatment situation was even less heartening.

While a high proportion of the developed urban populations

had adequate services the prorortion of developing country

urban porulation served by servers and other sanitary facilities

declined during the decade, from T1% to 53%. 1In rural areas

the nunmters served were 11% and little better (13%) in 1980."

Cn food, mal-nutrition is still rampant. World Watch Institute
stated that there has been increasing long term food deficits in
Asia, Africa and some other arcae. North America is presntly the
rejer cupplier cf food grains. However, the US National Academy of

Sciences in a recent study on the longrange prospects of US food
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production shows that there are limits to increeases in the capacity

of US agrichlture to produce surpluses.

In Asia rice and vwheat account for 665 and 17% of grain
production Fespectively. The share of rice in total grain output
dropped from about 69% in 1961-1965 to the present level, rice is still
ﬁhe principal grain crop in Asia. From 1960-1975, paddy production
in 16 Asian countries rose approximately 43% from 11k to 1€3 millior
tons. However the total population of these 16 countries increase

by uko% during the corresponding period.

What does the future say in terms of the capacity end ability
of these 16 Asien countries to meet future derwends for rice? A
study by UNFPA did not look at rice but at food demand in total.
The study shows thet (a) the average per capita calorie in total in
Asia will increase from 2,057 to 2,691 calories over the period of
1975-2000, (b) that the total calorie demand in Asia as a whole will
increase at an annual rate of 3.5%. It can be said as a general
observation that if the demand for food increases at an average of
3.5% per annum due to qualitative irprovements in diet and porulation
growth, and if Asia's rate of increase in the supply of food remains
unchanged at the level as observed in the past, the discrepancy
between supply and demand will become larger, and the possibility

of improving nutrition standards will be very limited.

I wish to apologise if I have taken up too much of your time in
what started as a brief summary. I have attempted to point e global
view. Some of what I have said do not meke pleasant readings.
However these are part and parcel of the challenges which 211 of
us as part of the worlé community have to meet. The Interretionsl
Exposition seeks to address these problems and by exchange end
sharing of knowledge and experience hopefully will lead to new ideas,
new concepts and new approaches in dealing with rural life end

rural living.



No country is an island any more and Korea is no exception.
We live in an irterdependent world. The industrialised country
cer only revaump their economies by bteing able to sell their goods.
The world merket is not only in the developed world but increasingly
in the developing world. By improving rural living, by enriching
the lives of those who produce food for local consurption and for
export, the rural comrunities make their contribution in the overall
growth and development of their countries. As a country grows
and develops standard of living and demands increase. .Korea as a
rewly industrialised country is reaching out to otkLer lands for
trade and for sharing knowledge and experience. It is for that
reason that Korea's participation in the International Exposition

in Rural Davelopment is both timely and opportune.



