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ADDRESS BY SHRI VASANT SATHE, HON'BLE MINISIER OF GHEMICALS
AND FERTILIZERS AT THE INAUGURAL FUNCTION OF THE INTER=
NATIONAL EXPOSITION OF RURAL DEVELORMENT ON 5ih FEBRUARY 21984

Tha hall has a vibretion now of international understanding, There is a
8pirdt of international cooporation. It was prement a few months baock when the
higheat level of the head of states met hure in Ha¥ (Nenedligned Movementa)
and .hen in CHORY (Commonweulth Heads of Government Meeting)e But this vibrotien,
thde epirlt has nov gone down to the grasereot level, o the people whose
roprasontatives are seen here in this guthering today. Therefore, I foal thai
it 1o befitting thet we disouss the probleme of local peoples, Nobt the eencerns
that governmenta as such handle at the United Natdcna level or at othier levels,
but those probleme which concern the sommen pecple of this whole Jumen family,

" most of whor reside du villaged, Muybe, "some cowntries do not huve the sane

type of villegos which ve mey even call amoll towne. But by and large, partie

cularly in the developing werld, we have these villages and hamleta, It da in

the villages the world over, where, ao 3ir James lindesy has becn pointing eut,
more than 70 percentago of the humen population lives, It io obvicus if ve can
solva the probleme of these psovle, the whole quality of life of tho human race
vill impreve, ‘ o

.How do we go about golving the problems of our common fellew human being?
I have bacn telking about it with 9ir Jamaeo Lindoay and his colleagues during.
his visita throughout this lust year while the preparation for this got~-togethar
was going on. I have seen the solution in very intengive work, in ny eonatltuency.
The test of whether riee iv cooked or not, 18 you just feel one grain and the -
lady knows if that rice ie ready for service. If that io the teat, then I can say
whot I have experdonced in the yural arvess of wy distrdot, will meore o lean

‘apply to everywhere., Situations, of course, chunge according to local aondi@:lom.

80 vhat do we find? When I go to tho tribal aress in the interier what ase
tho expactationa of the common people of the villages? Do they ask for grandicse
programmes or prejecta? No. All they waat ave the simple things of life that
will muke their living just boarable, not even highly comforteble. They ack for
drinking water. They ask for else ricity, so that they oan use pumping davices
to irrigate thelr fNelds, Thoy aak for resd connecticns, Even teday, nearing
the end of the 20th Oentury, a large nunbor ef villages are dleconnscted from
the rest of the world during the rajny season. They do net have readss Thay
eak for roads, There are ne bridges. over the muoll rivliets or nullaho te
comect the rest of the world, There are no health eantres, not only fop Luman
beings but to tend to their ocnimels., The foresls are belng demuded, Contractora
oome from the urban areas with their arvy of modern equirment end eut away the
the forest., The result ias that the whole ecological balance ie destroyed, I was
teld the water table wae hardly 10 {t. below the.surface a few yeare agos Now,

‘bocange of thdz denudation of farests the water table has gone dova to £0 and

100 £%,

Now look at these probleme, These are menmade problems, When I lack at it
50 % or more of hunun wisery 10 on acoount of mapmede conditions or conditions
which could have been prevented by hwmen offorts If we can juat change those
conditions = do no miraclas, I am eure the necessitics of life could be fulfilleds
After all, the busle nececsities are feed, shelter, medicine and clething to
protget you from the inclement weatber. Omn we not . provide even these minimum
necespities for a better quality of 1ife with botter thinpge? After all, friends,
what 18 it that makes for quality of life? ' '



- Even in general econowic terms what is the reaning of the word ‘wealth!?
We say a man's quality of life chenges wher he is wealthy. We differentiate
between human beings as wealthy human beings and poor humen beings, that is
those, wko have no wealtk., What is thic weaitn? Every student of even elemen- .
tary economics knows thet it ic nothing but goods and services. 8o it is,
these basic real goods,the consumer goods that we describe as the necessities. -
Then come comforts, the litile better thi e, betler furniture in the house,
better utensile, more clothing, radis, television, heating arrengements and it
goes on, That ic what you call the good life, bBut firct and forsmost as you
have seen in the slice presentztion just now, tae necessities of life are needed.
Can we not ensure these necessities of life to all our fellow hwran beings?

_ How cen we do that? Pious hove and good wissces declarsd fyum ail wi.ll not
~ do nowe You people, gentlemer and ladies who are assembled here today kmow the
- problems at the grassroots, There are those lmman beings who are not in the
work force, the children and the very old. Not those, but 211 ithat the rest of
the people need is work, productive work for two hands to produce goods and
exchange those goods in the form of what is kmown as zervices. A'l thet is
necessary is to allow those hands to produce the goods necezszry for life - .
first food, edible oils, good drinking water,clothing and shelter. We have seen
by experience that this can be done meo etly from the loczl moteriad., For housing
the soil can te converted into bricks, the wood converted into other items of
furniture., It does not require anything more. :

But why iz this not happening? The main reagon is when they produce the
goods, where are those goods to be sold? I would request you to pzuse a moment
and corsider this. The entire distortion in humen relzticnsnip today is beczuse
of this single factor, what is known in econcmics as the market 18 o result of
law of demang gnd sw 1y Because what you call the econanic derand is restricted
-to only to a few peoglie who are the market. And 7or the vast majority of humen
- beings even if they produce consumer goods there is nobody tc purchase those goods,
Because in the rural arezs themselves s where you all work all over the world, the )
- rural areas is not the markst. They heave no purchasing power. How can they
(a) produce, and (b) even if produce buy? So markets are those urc.n pockets
where vertical growth has taken place, sywmbolised by the skyscrapers and whére .
you see gprawling slume into which the pecple from rurzl areas have come Just -
to eke out a living.. ILiving in utter penury and poverty. Why? Ageir no pur- -
chasing power, ' LT

How are you going to change this universal, picture.’ Dediccted uorkers are -
giving their lives to work in the rurel areas., Yet friends, this has not brougnt -
- about this global transformaticn about which this whole conference of represen~
tatives who have come from 55 countries, 500 delegates who have worked actuaily =
el grassroot level is aiming at, discussing and deciding., Hence, in my humble -
opinion with what little experience I have, the crux of the probiems is how are e
we going to convert this 70 % populztion in rural aress into an effective merket
with purchasing power. An effective segmert which can not only produce goods.”

. bul “buy gocds.For some time it may be thought that the goods are not of

excellent quality. Although as you all muet mow the rich handicrafts, even '
today, when you go round in India afé produced in those villages, whether it is ‘
Kachmir, Xeraia, Assaw or Goa., At least our people know, ithey have the skill to
producs the most beantiful things which no machine cen produce. Women do this with
with their deft fingures, :

But again the question is of merket. Ve have go® this factor of few centres
- exploiting the whole mmen race. We land curselves in a vicious circle of a limited
market, more exploitation, more goode produced only for this limited market and
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advertized only for this limited market. It de a whole artificial werld, a rat
race aa it were. It io ablivious of the cenditione of sush a vast number of owr
vast femily of brethern. Thon sometimes we feel more emotionally when we are
shown geme ploture or slides of the conditione. Because we caanot really do

much to chenge the conditions, to quench our cenacience we think of doing ascme
oharity. This chardty will not do. It mey be conacisnce tranquillisers, as I

. eall them, for the affinamt to take out a little pittance to be gives for the

hungry in the world. That is not golng to chanpe 1ife here though it be a
good intention, . ‘

"But if you really want to change the living conditiens of the overvhelming .

- majority of our fellow human beinge you will have to change the whole structure ..

of production and distribution. Production muat be dene by the peeple in the -

- + Village, in thedr habitate The whole dictributive mechaniom should be such thab =
... 'those goods and sexrvices oan be diatributad there und then, where they are Lelng '

L Thvew . 4% augys Wear another emed by artificial advertisements

.. oproad all over the world, The common people in the villagos will them start
~ the turn of the oentury\ How far is that? Juet fifteen years, that ia all,

¥ produceds It cannot be that firet you pool all these Yhingo ot & centre and then
- docide how to distribute them, - That le one thought whioh I want te shars with ' -

o ladien and gentleman, I lnovw mest of you have better experience than I have
with tha pricticel preblems besause you are werking deily. emong the people. Bub =
I have made bold te suggest what for years of cxperience in my life. I have . -
felt are the busic lasues, the fundanente) preblems, It is no use doing ' >
duperfcial patohwork, whitewashing., Because you werk ab the grassrect level, .
I am pleading with you to think of the gresupeot rroblem the buele preblem, the
fundamentul provlens How much wastege is taling place in the worldd today en =
nonmensentiale? I am not golng te mentlion the armaments on whieh billiens ef
dellara per day arve being epenb, thrown oway, wasted. Bven apart from that how o
muach 18 being spent on noneassentialas 4n artificial demand created, the o - =
called ‘inething', day-in ond day=out you are told,%Do nob wear your dress sgaine

S . Why ean'h we have a oyotem vhore thla surplns known a ecapltal generated by .
. the entire luman effort can be o dofused, so shared, se spread, that the majerity -
of huzan belngs oan have work, oan have jebs to produss goods again? If there 18

- a wlll, I have no doubt that 5.1; is you, the people who are beve in this hall .

o+ today, whe will do 1%, If you sinceraly belleve that the entire humsn famlly is- y

~ one fanily aB you heard, "We caxi do 1"y ‘ Tha fedling inapires uss Soleatifically

and poyshologisally T believe in the forece of vibyations of good theughtes They :

- go on in the whole universee The agead of thought 1a the fastests It in supsrler

... to enything else, elastricity, light or anything. We.muob nond those waves, If. .

. you think rightly of the whole humen. family I have no doubt that such waves will

- thinking, of tlo kind of life thay vant to have by the twwm of the sentury, By
. 1 am sure woat of you will be thore ringing oub a’ whols century net a year and -

i+ ringlag in a new century. What kind of & vorld ahall ve have by that time when

i . ‘the world population will be 6 billicn. Tedsy science and technelogy are -

capeble of providing for thia pepulation and of providing work by modern :Lnduat:v "

- vhich is decentralizeds

An oxample i3 a factory to asaembla mndm vateheas And who wérkm théée?
Women, some of whem had nevor seon & watoh in their 1ife, De you know that - .
factory's record 1o the best of all watoh faotordies in the whele country, How




concrete conclusions that will benefit all people in i‘utureo

~

f":'i'._ provide a modieun of comfort. That will bring about a change in .the basie--

Coevy . -
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does this happen? It is possible whe.n people are given an opportxmty. Our women,
our men all over the world can do these miracles. All they need is the opportunity
to improve their life. With them the life of the whole human race is linkedo

Now what is the GNP, Sometimes these terms end jargon are so flabbergasting,
iearned people always throw jargon at the face of those who are less learned so
that they can really browbeat them. The talk of GNP and all the monetary terms
and fiscal terms and how things have to be managed, . At least I understand GNP,
as grosa national product._ Similarly it can be GIP, gross international product
or GHP, gross human products Cross mman product is the sum total of the producb
of eu.l human beings. So give thess individusl human beings of the world am -
opportunity to produce goods first the necessities of life and then goods whic

structure of life and also in the quality of lifa, I believe, this change, :ls /
the objective with vwhich we all have gathered here. In the nexit few days, I axn
sure, you will be discussing, sharing your experiences and com:_ing 'bo aome‘




