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ICA House - Hong Xong
February %, 1984

UNTIL I WAS on the plane and well on my way here, I wasn't
50 sure I would be attending the IERD. I had fuwding prob-
lems to begin with and when finally help came by Telex from
California it was not only late but difficult to withdraw ow-
ing to the tightened controls placed on the use of dollars.
Far tunately, an advance was made for my ticket and this eha-
bled me to leave on schedule.

My effort to get a new passport was Jjust as disquiet-
ing. I gave no more thought to the matter after I was assur-
ed that I'll get one at least one week before my departure
but when I phoned to check on it I was informed that I had
another requirement to satisfy. This, I soon learned, had to
do with a new memo from the Foreign Ministry requiring all
travelling Filipinos to have a deposit of at least P25,000 in
a bank. '

"Twenty thousand pesos?!"™ I almost shouted back in dis-
belief and heard the lady at the other end say: "Yes. Two
zero. Twenty thousand pesos. If you have your bank book
with you, Mr. Custodio, kindly send or bring it over and we
will have your passport this afternoon.™ ;

"Now T have a problem," I remember telling the people
around me. "I do not know which bank book to present to the
Foreign Ministry."

This enabled us to laugh off the outrageous Nlnlatry
brainstorm; I could.not help feeling dlscrlmlnated by that
unbelievable order; and yet, somehow, there was TWENTY - THOU- -
_SAND PESCS and three- days ago I got my papers! - C

Getting a visa, in comparison, was merely a stroll- i -

~f-:-t;»——snobblsh Dasmarinas: Vrllagp*where thg_lnd ian Fmb agggrlg;igc____hﬁr:_
= Tated. " They are well aware over there of the Bxpositiod-in .-~

— —_— —_— -
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Delhi and were; therefore, not only helpful but kind enough
to offer us the use of their library for whatever assistance
it might be to us. So, with my entry okayed, all that stood
between me and India was the Manila ¥nternational Airport
and the much talked-about goings-on %n that place.
i

Frankly, those pre-departure hassles so conditioned my

mind for the unexpected that not eveh a flight delay or out-

‘Tight cancellation of our trip could have surprised me. I

-~

- - — - -—%too =~ except £or4the.cold-and—the umilnlahed business af - = - - - --

- — - - _——— ———— — -

enjoyed even the curiosity of the Alrport security men who
wanted to know how the Customs peoplf would react to my fam-
ily name. One of them had a bet that I would breeze through
the Inspection Area; he was rlght. All I was asked was
"How are you related to the General7¥ and I was on my way.

i
I DID NOT expect Hong Kong to be this cold. I know it is
small and congested; I can seé it now; yet it still has
space for business, people and parksie' One can also see that
They are moving towards the still foiésted hills and if there
is any fear of China's threatening take-over, one sees it
more in the papers but not around héTe. It sounds more like
the predicted collapse of our economy as seen for sometime
now by those who want to take over the country.

ICA Hong Kong, unlike Manila,'%% in a walled-in high-

r e

rise apartment with a security system Fred Estorgio could not.

figure out. The people, though, are the Same: waIm, pu51—

ness-like and "programmed". This. 1s not strange'as they work.

with the help of computers some of whlch I understana, are

ne

goingto Indiz with us.-” Of course THey alSo have the same
narrow tables for meals, work and ta%g I feel at-ease Hexre

- - == " —_— e — . —— e = = e e - — = .

getting to Deihl° - _ax . -




YES, TO DEIEI at last.

thing I can say for certain.
stepping in any of those discwussion rooms unprepared. I'll

== _be:inrbeﬂ:hi?‘vri’thfmog'e"thanfh_alf a 1iTe time of trying,

fecting, and making ideas work.

\\ 1 \'
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Why am I going there?
What do I have to share? What, really, are my
learnings over the years?

If I have experiences —-- there will be so much
of it; how can I do all the sharing in so
short a time?

What are my expectations? What's expected of
me? '

How do I handle possible conflicts with dele-
" gates from the Vest, or the so-called Deve-—
loped World?

Why India...

But when I come to think of it,
every time I think of Delhi, the same questions come in a

mad rush back to my mind:

The question regarding the West is of particular worry

-~ — —TFinally, after-Delhi, what?

does not know rural development. I have also the tendency

I expect to meet any number
not to mention nuts who always manage to
get into even the most exclusive of gatherings.

to me. I do not believe and have no resnect for those jour-
nalistic separation of people and am apt to use my own sim-
plified categorization of Conferees into those who know and

o use very descriptive words that are liable to shock theo-
rists and desk-bound experts.
of them in Delkhi,

This is of course a question I cannot now answer al-

though how I will fare during.the coming ten days is some-
I am ready and will not bBe

Tper>"
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Hotel Mehran
Karachi, Pakistan
February 4, 1984

YOU DID NOT hear the announcement then," the British gentle-
man to my left said when he saw me sit up with a start. "The
Delhi airport is fogged in. We are proceeding to Karachi.™

I nodded although I could not quite figure out why that
should agitate an Indian badly enough to create a disturbance.
Yhat's wrong with landing in Karachi, I told myself. ie could
always proceed to Delhi by road or rail. I saw no problem
here except that we won't see much of the countryside travel-
ing in5§he dark. It was, after all, not yet 1:00 a.m.

I threw the offending Indian an annoyed glance as I
settled back in my seat, having at once recognized him as the
very same fellow who caused a boarding stir with his demand
that his whole family be given the row of middle aisle seats
to my right despite the fact that two were already occupied
by other passeﬁgers. Now he wanted to be flown back to Bang-
kok =-- not Karachi. A real nuissanée, I was about to say but
it suddenly struck me that Karachi is in Pakistan, not India;
and the man's concern became meaningful to me!

The Captain repeated the announpement;. apologized for
the inconveniénoe; and assured us of getting to Delni as
soon as visibility in the area improved. He estimated this
to be by nine o'clock. Meanwhile, we were to be received and
accommodated in Karachi, courtesy of Thal Alrways. This did
nothing to placate the angry Indlan but there was no other

. choice. . - . - -

e had no trouble  getting clearance for landing “but -
there were truly anxious momerts over how the Pakistanis - -

- _ -2 T __would handle fhe eusrEeucy.. Bverything Had tobe lefé <ism 2T —

- hands of the airlines peOQle although many of-us—could not w T

o T T

— - -
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'keep the Hindu-?akistani differences out of our minds. It
was, for instance, particularly worrisome being dropped off
by airport buses someplace as a result of which we had to hike
the considerable distance to the unfinished domestic terminal.
e noted too that we were divided but felt better seeing some

February 4, 1984 - é

Indians with us. Not much later uniformed Pakistanis made
their reassuring appearance. Some posted themselves in the
doorways while others mingled with us. When I checked the en-
trance through which we came in, one left his group to keep me
inside. Buses, he explained in understandable English, were
being segured for our transportation to hotels.

Actuszlly, though, it was not just the possible friction
between the former compatriots which was bugging me. I think
I made sure that I did not: lose Marsha in the confusion but
finding that we were separated from the other ICA folks rais-
ed apprehensions etched in my mind by hellish days in Vietnam
and Cambodia. I felt uneasy being left singularly responsi-
ble for the well-being of our lady companion, yet if there
was to b e any problem I knew I wouldn't want to be elsewhere.
This mental load stayed with me until we got to this Hotel
where the others were waiting for us.

I STOPPED WRITING for a smack at the restaurant but ended
_ Waiting for the 7:00 a.m. breakfast. Three hours have gone
by so quickly. e were served eggs, toast and butter, plus
tea which tasted like coffee. Before we were through -- we
had a lot to talk about, that's why —-— daylight was upon us.

Karachi begdn to stir hours earller, of course. Jow, __

— - —— - —_— - - p— -

~ 25 the sun rose higher, the city to the north lay clearer be-
. fore us. This is a bustling capital with wide streets-, order- .
_: ;:_: - “ly'trafflc N _ml;sihraomlngv buildings. --There —aPe—~s:.gn8 of British

1nflucnces certalnly, but the mlnarets _of mosQues 1n~the dis-_. =
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tance assert the pre-eminénce.of local culture. Too bad we
we couldn't see more of the place as the weather looks good.
In any case it's great getting this bonus side trip to what
was once a part of India.

Ashok Yatri Niwas
New Delhi, India

WE HAD NO difficulty getting into this country, thanks to
the efficiency of iCA personnel in charge of welcoming us.
Airport officials received us with the same cordiality. all
that was needed, it seemed, were IERD decals on our luggages
and thé way was clear. Outside, another group of ICA people
quickly set us apart from other passengers by placing multi-
colored leis around our necks. T feel awkward being made to
go through that part of the ceremony; I don't encourage
such medieval practice in my barrios; but I went along with
the show to make sure I got in the same bus where the flow—
ered arrivals were being led.

Registration, after the short trip in a properly mark-
ed IERD Bus, was just as routine. A filled form, plastic
covered name tag, room number, Conference Kit in a beautiful
bag and we were in. The only uneasy moment I had was when
somebody asked who paid for'my registration and I was about
to answer, I don't know. Good thing the other person on the
table thought: "It must bé ICA" and the other grunted.

I AM JOTTING down everything from here on, for mj document- -
ation and the report I may have to make when I get home. Thls -
_won'tb e easy as I expect_every wgrk;go_h.mr_te_bem
with my evenings and free tlmes set-aside for talks and walks
.. and otherwise figuring out Indla _and. the raulonale for thls
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despicve the udjﬁstments I have to mske to the amenities of
our accommodation. We have a concrete table, no working
chair, fixed lights —- with this one I have to write with set
for the left-handed as it is to my right built into the wall.
To work without bothering my room-mate I have to devise a
contraption that minimizes the lamp's glare.

February 4, 1934 - 4

THE EXHIB IT area, the Toshakana Hall of Taj Palace Hotel,

is a huge room already sectioned off according to the require-
ments of participating countries. Ours is in the middle por-
tion, teo the right as one comes in. The display panel is
mnore than enough for our materials although, if I can help

is, I'd prefer to move to a more obscure location. I want to
avoid being sandwiched between delegations that must have

come not just with their living room audio-visuals but their
book stores and curio shops as well.

The Koreans and taiwanese seem ready to wage full pro-
Paganda war with their rivals. They have brochures, books,
posters, video machines and tapes. This makes us wonder what
the Japanese will do, except that from the airport they were
whisked away in Embassy cars and are gebtting talked about as
out-there somewnere having an IERD of their own. Jhich is
unfortunate as they won't bo able to tell us what they are

d01n5 to helu their poor.

WE DECIDED to work on our display tonlbht and set them up
tomorrow. We want to give our booth more meaning if not eu~
traction. iJe also have more nlctureo theu need to be worked_

. ____,___ca_rLs.n_ou_eour_eLulee. £o]rlow1n~r ?w'anagenrent'f' 'dER:belon to scrap-

‘into a coherent Dhlllpplne preaentatlon that will say "”hlS‘
is what's hapvening in our cowntry.". It is doubtfur that we

the plan to have a proaector In each booth. The renta} cost.-.

-
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for the number of machines needed ruled out the advisability
of pursuing the idea.

NO¥ PRESENT to compose the Philippine Delegation are Vicky
Aguirang and Fred Estorgio of ICA, Mayor Lando Pabotoy of
Project Compassion, John Dalton of an Australian agency do-
ing rural work in Southern Philippines and myself. I have
not seen the Labor Ministry man yet. The four of us non-ICA
have to team~build to make sure our participation are relev-
ant and helpful. Fred and Visky won't be with us as they
are joiging the PFacilitators' Group.

Started work on 'teaming' by getting Lando to tell me
more about his work and Project Compassion. I want to be
sure he knows there are other programs; other groups doing
some of the things Pro-Com does; and that some old princi-
Ples and truths about rural d evelopment are no longer cur-
rent. Barlier, I had the the chance to size up John. Ve
spent some time in the mezzanine Carpet and Rug Show; dis-
cussing programs and projects; Just the two of us or with
the well-informed Indian girl who entertained us.

FOOD IS GOOD but mostly very hot. They burn their way in.
I don't think I will get used to the scorching dishes up %o
the end of my stay. iwhoever took care of this concern should
have arranged for less pepper& concoctions. Or they ought
to have food for Vegetarians, Non-Vegetarians, and non-
Indians. ) - '

} - =000~ . . » R
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A NOTE ADDRESSED +to me, obviously written yesterday and
slipped under our door (Room 919) says:

Taj Palace
Feb. 5, 1984

Welcome to India,

During the Assembly we will be working
in teams. You are in Team 1l. There will be
an informal gathering over breakfast at 8:30
a.m. tomorrow for our team in the cafe.

Hope to- see you then.
Kevin Balm

I was down at the cafe before eight but I did not see
Kevin.. 'There was no informal gathering there. Delegates
sat and dined mostly by countries. Only ICA people seem to
know other nationals. Typical are two American ladies who
greet participants by first names. The darker and heavier
one in particular; who could smile and extend a hand to a
familiar face and engulf everyone else in the warmth of her
presence. She only said "Hello" to me when she stopped by
to talk with Fred but I never felt left out as she gave an
up-date on her work.

The other ledy, slimmer and white, doesn't burst in on
people as the other one does. You suddenly find her in your
table and soon you're engaged in conversation that is at
once informative and noticeably like one among old friends.

- — - - This lady doesn't make acquainéances. She is your acquaint-
ance even before she materializes on the unoccupled seat be-
side you. )

There's nothlng sham, too, about those two ladies. May
there be more of then here. Nothlng "cocktalllsh" in thelr

the usual balutatlon, asx how you are d01ng, talk about the
- ~— —-_ _ _problems of the world, then drlft on _%o _engage others in “the -~ -

- j' "—'same ‘kind of banter. - Those two ladies make you feel you‘are

- - - - - - - - <

_— _— e —_— —_—-  —_-  — - e -
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in THE Exposition and not in a party.

MENTION MUST Dbe made here of the friendliness of the Hotel
Staff (Ashok Yatri Niwas) who used his coins to help me get
in touch with the Thai Airways Office. I did not get his
name but I remember his face and I will also leave him some-
thing from the Philippines.

No report yet on the camera I lost in the Hong Kong -
Bangkok flight...

THE POWER HOUSE displays of other delégations made me feei
hesitant to put up what we have. Ours is so meagre in com-~
parison and further confounding our problem is the lack of
projector for our slides. Good thing we have the enthusiasm
that more than compensate for our need for materials. So,
with a change of pictures in one board and the addition of
captions in another, we finally agreed that we're ready for
this afternoon's opening.

There's really no need to worry about our booth, I have
to remind myself. We still have the best Exposition mater-
ials in us, the experienced field workers.. We can talk about
our programs and give them the 1life and dimension no video
or printed work could match. We'll be around to explain,
answer questions, inter-act or otherwise just be there to
make sure the Philippines is represented 1n the sharlng and
learning process.

Afhok Yatri-Niwas

" MIN. SHRI VASANT SATHE,- in his;iﬁhugurai_gadress, mentioned
A the presence of a "vibration" “now filtering down to-the- éfass .
- _ - " - roots level. TtTis the Y Spirit of Jutérnational understand="_"_ 7

.7 ing; of cooperatlonq oi .2 common_concern for the we&fare e

—— = e e—— PRSI G
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of people in the villages.

I did not get the rest cof what he had to say. I cculd
not follow him. My mind was on us gathered there at the Vig-
yan Bhavan. I know of no previous gathering of real rural
development workers. I could not help thinking what we could
do if, bythe whisk of a magic wand, we were btackling the prob
lems of 70% of the world's population, instead of so serious
a plight being addressed by those detached and politicized
ivory tower dwellers.

?his brings me back to the question: Why the IERD?

Surely the organizers knew they cannot bring more than
500 doers from nearly half the countries of the world and ex-
pect them to share meaningfully in just ten days. I see some-
thing else here. A lot of things. I am not casting any
doubt on the intent of the Exposition yet there is, to me,
much more to it than merely Sharing Approaches that Work. To
nme this can be the dry run for the workings of a world body,
or a movement, that I think is not only possible but necessa-
ry and within the represented organizations' capability to
set up.

I don't know. I guess I am getting carried away by the
vibrations, the spirit, and the need -- NOW -- to do some-

- thing about the i113'confrontihg rural folks.

I WAS VERY wrong about how I. flgured the Exp031t10n would go.
I thought it will be a show for delegates and V151tors, and
we can view displays and talk -about programs and exhibits the

~Way—It-takeS“place-1n programs of this- nabures” Iittiesdid-T

expect that IT will be a falr, a ‘carnival, a sale and a panic-

- _;___._,-buyers' -market put together — wlth everyone comlng in seme- -

—— e = e =

~ how gettlnv the notien that they can take ‘whatever there's--~

~_ffzf;fg:ff:pieﬁxy-ef;—eoula-be—glven—away3 is loose or not-watch&i .-
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It's a booth attendant's nightmare but it is exciting
and a lot of fun. It is possibly the only exhibition where
people who lost things feel glad about it, or are even proud
That they were victimized ahead of the others. It's a mad,
mad world down there and the Exposition has just began.

WE DO NOT know what we will do tomorrow without the single
copies of our program papers. John suggested that we request
whoever got the documents to lend them to us so the Secretar-
iat can make copies for everyone interested. We'll give it

a try although I am almost sure the idea won't work...

A YOUNG LADY - who is only a big girl to me - came to our
table and, after getting assured that I am the guy she is
looking for, introduced herself as Kathleen Rees.

"We'll meet tomorrow," she said. "Team 11. I'm glad
you will be with us."

She left before I could say anything. Now I am trying
to figure out why she would be glad to have me with then.
Equally surprising were my meetings with at least three IcCA
members who seem to know me. Two had been in the Philippines
while one said he read the documentation report on AMSF. So

it must be that paper which has preceeded me here.

SPENT THE early part of the evening talking shop with other
delegates. Went out later with Mona for some fresh air and. a
close to midnight walk around the block. o .




Ashokx Yatri Niwas, Delhi
Monday -~ 6 February 1984

FOR MY ENTRY today, I will begin with what I jotted down in

my Journal:

Events of the Day:

Opening Plenary —- with Sir Lindsay
Grouping into Teams & Review of Phase I
Findings

Study of assigned Trends & division of
Team into Interviewer-Interviewee
Sub-Groups

L Interviewing/Granting Interviews
Reporting on Learnings

vlhat experiences were uniguely mine today?

The very gratifying feeling of being asked
about my program, by so many fellow participants
who are truly interested in what I have to say,
because of its being "different".

Iy feeling sorry for a participant whose
decision is not to join the Field Trip because
she thinks she knows "what's happening in In-
dian villages" and she "would learn nothing
more from them". : |

What did I learn/share today?

That a SELF-HELP assistance agency like
MSEF can be of immense interest to others in
search of approaches that are truly "for the .
good of people". It was just too bad that T
couldn't do better than merely tell them about
us and our program as the only write-up on AMSEF
) _ and the General Ricarte Project was "picked upt

- by someone before we could have it réproduced. - il
The HIGHLIGHTS of the .day were: T
DT I .7 _ _- The-grouping info Teans Shich broughtime - - - ° -

- - " 7 "together with an Australian (Kafhlééh“RéeéL;bﬁr;g

— -

- _ _Team Leader), a Scot-{Garola -Bell). s Ygandan --——z— -

- ot — — — e — T
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T~ o7 — - -ability for-Self-Help-sothey can go~on with the ———

6 February '84 - 2

(Dr. Tom Tuma), an Egyptian (Prof. Kamal Saleh),
two Americans (Dr. Bayard Coggeshall & Vann
Cunningham), a Zambian (Roger Mwanza whom we
affectionately call The Chief), an Indian who

is more American than Indian (Kevin Balm), and
two other Indians (T. S. Stephen & Cmdutt Singh)
who are real Indians as Indians go -- in speech,
eating habits (anything not hot is not good) as
well as in the intensity in which they talk
about development and the poor.

Of course I will always consider my taped
interview a HIGHLIGHT not just this day but of
this Conference. ©Not all of us will have this
opportunity -- and distinction -- I am sure...

-

- 00 o0 -

OTHER DELEGATES are interested in AMSF's program, I think,
on account of the features that make its approach uanique.
Given below in bried explanatory statements are some of
them:

o

o

Use of intensive training and continuing inform-
ation as the tool for getting people's partici-
pation and coumitment;

Starting off with economic projects to enable
clients to stand on their own, as fast as they
can; .

AMSF's going into agricultural production using
borrowed lands and out-of-school-youth worker-
trainees, to demonstrate adaptable farming tech-
niques, and have income for itself;

Planning and implementation of Integrated, GCom-
prehensive and Progressive village course of act-
ion intended to make the community the center
later Cluster Development; .and - ’

Development of_Client and Assistance Agency céb- .

task of rural uplift and ‘avoid-'being told what .
to do by funding/supporting organizations. -~ - -
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WE COULDN'T TELL whether it was a procession or parade. It
is part of the wedding rites here where the groom is brought
to the wedding hall riding a decorated white horse. The
ride is slow; lighted by kerosene lamps carried on the .
shoulders of men; accompanied by a brass band playing a
loud crazy tune; marked at regular intervals by a pause in
the journey during which the dancing friends of the groom go

into a spirited stomping, arm-waving number.

We followed the show, first, in the bus bringing us
home from Taj then, on foot towards the back of our hotel
block ffom where Iona and John went on without us to see tne
trip through to the decorated place Mona and I saw last
night. "You should have gone with us!" the two were saying
when we met them coming home sometime later.

Then we were off on an 11:00 pm trip to Delhi Gate made
thrilling by the taxi man's driving in the opposite dlrectlon
to Delhi Ghant. Retracing his route, we learned that the
Gate is not far from our Hotel. In any case the tour was
worth it. I don't think there are tourists who will visit
an old unlighted place in the dead of night.

- 000 -

I THINK I have thrown cold water today on the little fire
belnT fanned by delegates who feel discriminated because we
are here in "No Star" Ashok while others - "whltes in parti-
cular" - are in more comfortable circumstances. I can't un-
derstand, too, why hotel assignments was made this way (Thlrd
Jorlders in Asholk, others elsewher) but dlscrlmlnatlon, to me,

- — - - —.— mm a—— —

S ﬁﬁ?TTTTsucﬁ a big issue. I believe we~ can always even- mat--
ters in the Conference Halls, _ ' -

- -
- -

e “‘T'-——‘—“ —— So,_ ask;ed-how I feel —about the-co-ld* rocm, Cément bed .
: - and the dlfflculty of sleeplng_where we are, I _52id"I have .- =

- ——m e e ——
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no complaints.

-

"I did not come hers to sleep," I said when they press
ed me for explanation. I feel sorry for those people.

THOSE PEOPLE, the supposed discriminated and possibly unsus-
pecting and unknowing discriminators, are shattering my Vig-
yan Bhavan—strengthéned dream of a world body of Rural Deve-
lopment Workers. I don't know how anyone can be good in vil-
lage work when one is that incapable of adjusting to such un-
heard of luxuries in villages as meals at the Taj, rest in
cushioned beds and woolen blankets, and private rooms with
toilets and hot bath. It pains me to hear IERD participants
complaining about these things.

Which is why I feel sorry for those folks getting nas-
ty answers from me for their silly questions.

They can't help the poor, those who feel
unease in the shoes of the disadvantaged.

-00o0 -
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WHEN JOHN ASKED what I think of the "Revolt in the Palace®
I thought there was a coup here or something. It turned out
to be the loud complaints of the Germans against the Confer-
ence Managers' "telling participants how to think". Tt is
an insult to our intelligence, they would have us believe,
hence the need for a petition that would force Manazement to
"initiate corrective measures",

’ Taj Palace - Feb. 7, 1984

John patiently took up the issue with the leader of the
group, pointing out that "It is too early in the game to say
whether or not the method will work." John is for giving the
ICA appréach a try. If it doesn't work, then that will be
The time %o call for a change. They discussed this at length
with John not knowing how the petitioners reacted to his
stand up to the time they broke up.

I was not as diplomatic, I must say. Asked later about
my say on the matter, I said the methodology is okay. I am
not signing a petition that will merely disrupt proceedings.
I made it clear that I can't be made to think along anyone's
line against my better judgment. If there is any insult to
our intellimence it is when we have %0 haves numbers for a
move that anyone of us, alone, can effectively undertake.

There are lots of complainers here of course. They are
- - - - mostly from groups that are least concerned nor deeply in-
volved in rural development. I suspect them to be from organ-
izations which never go beyond_giving'almé to the poor ana
then telling the uafortunate beggars how to spend the  money
and account for tpem afterwards. I don't know how these

o~ ____bypes ever zot here in thé first place.. .I-have never come — - —--
across any petition that's as ébsurd and embérrassing as that
s ong_ﬁhey are tryiqg to get signed. - o =0 - -

- - -
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all the fuss she is raising about women in rural development.
They are not given enough role to play, she says. e doubt,
nhowever, ihat she has taken the trouble to find out whether
or not women are willing to play the role she (Dame Dell) has
in mind. She is also full of inconsistencies and what I call
"old world truths" and "developed country misconceptions".

It is a wonder to us how she can say that tractors
"made more work for women in tending the crops"? Or that
"more productive planting methods allowed weeds to grow bet-
ween rows" and thus "increased women's workloads"! IMaybe she
hasn't héard of seeder/planters, cultivators, weeders ana
fertilizing devices that are normal accessories of tractors.
Perhaps she needs some telling that most of us in the Third
World (sic) now use tractors and threshers, and farmers - MEN
- are dying of unknown illnesses because of the banned in-
secticides being literally forced on us by the First World!

I can appreciate anyone's concern for women, especially
Their having to work two-thirds of the day, yet care has to
be exercised in presenting their case particularly in the
context of underdeveloped nations. This is because any lack
of role or involvement is more socio-cultural than designed
or contrived. Which is to say that the problem is more be-
cause of their choice there being nothlng better to do than
play the role of housewives.

I also wonder aé do many others. whether internationsl—
ists like Dame Dell ever heard of one reason for the numer-
ous children poorer people have.eas Unemployment because of
the Developed Nation's eontrol of 1nd1gent country economles

"~

~hence it is only the role of MOTHER that is left to women-—
and so their playing of that character to the hilt: - Goi -

what- the experts eoulé dearn if- onlx,thev _Would stay;;zLjnua___

" villages to "see how the other side really lxves” o

—
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That's why I joined the applause when the delegate from
Ghana questioned the propriety of always the well-off attend-
ing international conferences to talk about the affairs of
the disadvantaged. It is an anomally, really, as it is not
the welfare of the poor which are addressed at such high-
level forum but the interests of those who pretend to repre-
sent themn.

This is rather like the shenanigans of those do-gooders
who meet to worry about poverty and hunger -— over heaps of
food and first class drinks in some posh or exclusive eatery.
I was brought to that kind of meeting once and was never in-
vited -again because I could not help commenting on the hor-
ribly anomalous show.

DAME MIRIAM DELL'S concern also reminds me of the time Amer-
ican feminists sent a query to US-AID, Manila, regarding the
advisability of a liberation movement in the Philippines.

"What liberation movement?"™ +{fhe AID man wrote back.

vJomen here in the Philippines has been active even before
Magellan came'"

I CVERHEARD three Indians wondering aloud during lunch why
the Government did not send partlclpants to the TERD.

"They can learn a lot here," one said, while the oth-
ers thought there is something in the process as. well as the
on-going discussions.

"At least they could have assigned an observeér to mon—
T Ttor-tme procesdings, " the  first one Suggestad, o which ‘the

two commented -- in their language and carried on that way as
- -— ———— —more peeple came;to the- garden, S = - -

——- —— —— — . ————— = — - -

—_—— —————— e e T —

g - - - =
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manner the Conference is being run. The copy got around to
me past lunch in which I saw, to my utter disappointment,
that a Filipino is among the hundred plus signatories.

I do not know how they propose to achieve the ideal ar-
rangenent of providing opportunities for everyone to discuss
the design and purpose of every exercise. Ours is such a
huge group and time is short. This Conference, I am afraid,
had been infiltrated by attention-hunzry people who are not
the children of their father

THIS TS OUR 1ist of recommended Approach Arenas for viable
local economics:

0 More active INVOLVEUENT OF RURAL WOMJEN in
economic activities;

o Tdentification of LOCAL RESCURCES, use of
INDIGENOUS TECHNOLOGIES by TRADITIONAL
ARTESAWS, for the production of MHARKETABLE
ITES;

0 Strengthening LOCAL PARTICIPATION, through
orvanlzatlons such as COOPERATIVES;

Emphasis on IUPROVED AGRICULTURE and
TRAINING.

Bank of Baroda Staff College
Ahmedabad Gujarat State

ARRIVED HERE AT 2000 Hours by plane from Delhi. Very rout-
ine flight, except for the airpockéfs someplace and the
straying of Roger's lug ggage. It nearly got left in Jalpur.
Then, because the number of the new tag attached to it dId

- 7 777 T notmatch the Delhi SIub Roger. had, _the baw went around in.

' . circles at the local termlnalcuntll I moved in and- srabbed
S m s _1ts —This was follo‘vedJoy ‘much Lotesta‘tlon‘ of-tHé pogters -~

— -
- - g - —— . —— e = e e e - - _— =
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What I did, I was to learn later, was contrary to the
Indiens' tendency to wait. My action embarrassed them too
but I have watched them long emnough to know no other luggage
was coming, yet they were there not bothering to check with

February 7, 1984 - 5

us if one of those few remaining things was ours.

BAWK OF BARODA deserves to have a Staff College. It is any-

way one of the biggest bank in this country -- "¥ith branches
in many places outside India," my informant told me. "Every-
one Jjoining the Bank gets trained here. 0ld ones are also
given tréining regularly." It is a big bank all right, but
it is the idea of a Staff College that gets me thinking.

e do not have anything like this in the Philippines.
An Asian Institute of Management, yes. Mot a school of any
bank that I know of. It is always to the United States or
London where Filipinos go for professional advancement. Which
is probably why our bankers never learned how to service the
needs or deal with the problems of rural clients. Not India,
if T am to believe what I am hearing. There are trainees
here in fact.

India -- not just the IZRD -- can teach us a lot!

. BUT MAYB B I~ am also‘teaching'participatory'behavior to some

people. I remember getting another chance at notoriety to&ay

owing to the funny encounter I had witn a member of our group -

who thinks she %nows everything. There -is nothing else-diff-
erent she would see in the v1llage, it will be a waste of

time, so she gint- goplgT ~ Mo Years she! s—beerr-doing-this- ICA

exercise, she added, so what was there to learn about _boor
folks in an Indian v111age? ST " i

___,-V-___,_,__-_.___....»h_._- —— - —-
-

. "What about you," she asked ao we stood 0 break~u

—c—— -



TIIE FOR CHANGE!

We, the under-signed are concerned for the progress of this
event todate.

* We are the suppliers of initiatives and information, yet

wes feel that the event is exploiting and manipulating us.

There has been no opportunity to discuss the design and
purpose of the information-gathering exercise we are in-
volved in.

There has been no opportunity to discuss the constraints
on rural development outside the organisers' "Keystones
and Trends" concept; nor to discuss the exhibits in our
own way and time.

We do not want the visits, or the remaining events
structured this way.

WE CAN CHANGE 1IT!

We wish to have these points addressed in a Plenary ses-
sion in order to change the style and methods of the
event.

This petition was signed by 22 persons embracing eight
nations. . '

Copies were circulated and within two hours had attract-
ed over 200 more signatures, covering some 30 nations or
more.

The points were discussed in the next plenary session,
receiving the approval of the assembly indicated through
applause and representatives from the original group of
22 met a management team to discuss the problem. As a
result of these negotiations a new programme was design-~
edo . ) - T : oL -




\\ l \

/ Baroda Bank Dora
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THE ENGLISHMEN PULLED up stakes and left a long time but
locals will perpetuate their colonial wmanners and ways. 1
had a sampling of this when I got out of our room to see a
man put his shoes outside his door. On the far eud of our
floor, outside another college official's quarters, a lowly-
looking fellow sat shining shoes. The little guy looked up
at me quizzically, then gave me the all-purpose Indian head
shake when I picked up his brush to dust my shoes.

What struck me as colonial was the way those shoes are
brought. out, on time, followed by the door-to-door work of
the shine boy. I suspect those Baroda bigwigs go to work
with folded umbrellas, speak with stiff upper lips, and act
like the sun never sets in their chain of banks. Those men
look surly, which is probably why they are good money men.

TIME IS WCY slow in India. The Indians are, when they are
not hurried -- but they can be precise! ileal service is a
task they do not mess with. My room mate, Kamal, arranged -
for tea for 6:00 a.m. and the canteen mazn was at our door at
six on the dot. I went down to the second floor dining area
at 0700 hours, they were ready.

Breakfast is good. I had a non-vegetarian serving of

~corn flakes With fresh milk, strong coffee, toasted bread,

butter and eggs. I can't quite go for tea which they always
serve with milk. It also makes me wary lest they give me

coffee with lemon. Yoghurt is definitely out of my ist. I
can take pints of pasteurlaed milk but not a sip of it when

. [ ——— _._geme&ted‘o-__:‘:: —_r= = = —_ T T I L T — T ‘? T- = T

o ___ _WALKED ARQUND Law Garden Wich Kemal while Waltlno-for the

. T =~ GSRDT mams Chanced on tde” human—powered,-31x sedt twelve .-
- ———gasseag_e-r_—,——le}dda.e—fgrr}s—wheek we saw-in e_peraislon Last - --
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night. I sketched a picture of it. It's something we can
make for kids in our planned Montessori in Ghe barrio. e
also gathered seeds of ornamental trees and am observing In-
dian gardeners as I sit here writing. Yes, there's much to
learn but our time is being wasted by this waiting game. I
understand, too, we'll be going to project sites and back
here each day. This means some 300 kilometers of travel and
6 to 8 hours of merely watching the passing scenes.

SPENT A FEW minutes knowing each other before departure:
Stephen,.T. S. — India, a mass media man, is in Street Thea-
re; Kamal Saleh - Egypt, a Sociology Professor who looks
like a short crop-haired version of Telly Savalas; Bayard
Coggeshall, M.D. ~ USA, is "a friend of ICA trying to get
some sense of health linkages in project areas"; Vann Cun-
ningham - USA, of Tennesee Valley Authority, a Social Anthro-
pologist, whatever that means; Omdutt Singh - India, Elec-
tronics Bngineer, dressed the Indian way and forever carry-
ing a shawl on his shoulder; Carola Bell - Scotland, a
Sociologist; Roger Mwanza - Zambia, with the government's
Village Industry Service; Parmesh Shah - the GSRDC Project
Officer; Kathleen Rees of ICA, Australia; Kevin Balm - the
"multi-national" of Bombay; and myself.

Tom, too bad for him, is staying behind on account of

a bum stomach. He's having a problem with the food but he
believes he will adjust to it.

The GSRDC undertakes wasteland development, or the use
of land where water is saline. This is done through the
"Area Development Approach". Which means finding out what
grows in the place, using seeds from the acclimatized plants,
resettling 50 - 60 families in the project site, and provid-
ing them with short and long term assistance. Cattle dis-
persal is the most effective of the assisfance program. Sup-
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porting this is the "Intermediate Technology™ or the pro-
cessing of milk and turning them into sweets, in villages
with no infrastructure for the immediate delivery of daily
produce to established processing plants.

Distribution of the developed wastelands is one of the
ultimate goals of the Corporation. They are at present al-
ready concerned with the how of doing so in view of govern-
ment policies to the contrary. Alternative is to sub-lease
the lands to selected residents. The policy allows anyway
the use of such lands under lease arrangements.

Mun jpur

INDIANS, APART from the expressiveness of their heads, have
a way of saying things in English. Requested to ask if they
have Coca Cola at that junction store where we had refresh-

ments half-way here, Stephen proclaimed: "There is no more

in India Coca Cola. It is long ago they stopped!"

Not only Coke but Pepsi as well. So with the rest of‘
the addicting concoctions being nassed on as thirst quench-
ers. What they have here are local soft drinks. They may
be cheap immitations of foreign ones bub they serve their
purpose just as well. India is bravely trying to stand on
her own and I think she is doing fine. They are developing
and patronizing local products. I don't believe India has
the same dollar problems we have. ’

I DID NOT know India have deserts and camels. I have not
seen anything like the Sahara yet, but camels appear to be
their number one beast of burden. These 'ships of the de-
sert' are a haughty and condescending lot, what with the way
they look at us through those droopy eyes in heads that are
always held high. I saw monkeys too on parts of the highway
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where there are good stands of trees. And in one of the
roadside villages where we stopped %o zive way to a train, I
had the chance to observe the conversion of cow dung into
fuel. Women and children scoop them with their bare hands
then pat them into thin cakes that sre afterwards laid out in
the sun. Dried ones are later piled neatly in ant hill-like
mounds. After finishing the job, a woman I was watching
scooped some dust, went through the motions of washing with
it, then did the final cleaning of her hands by wiping them
on her skirt.

Seéing so much cattle and water buffaloes suggests to
me, too, why large tracts of land are unproductive. With so
many animals grazing and used only for their milk; with
sheeps and goats nipping forage up to their roots; even
grassy lands can become barren in time especially now that
rain doesn't fall as it used to. There are other reasons of

course, not the least of which is local customs and tradi-
tions.

LUNCH, WHILE not exactly a foreigner's delight, was some-
thing for this Journal.

de had it at a Jain Temple Restaurant where, to get in,
we had to remove our shoes and leave them outside the build-

- ings door. e were given-huge metal plates where food were

either laid by hand, dropped in, or voured assembly line
fashion from containers lugged by the servers. Because no
spoon or fork was offered, we had to make do with the tea—
spoons brought alonb by Cathy or use our fingers.

- -—-—<~———-pﬂe-tak1nv—lunch ‘even after one o! clocA°' A reason_ for its .

~ It is by no means a known and wellZpatronized eatery
Judoln? by the size of the olnlno area and the number of peo-

popularlty of course is the low cost of meals due, I undér—

Stand, to the financial contributions of afflvent Jains whose

— e mme e e e el -_ - - -~ -
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me was ths staple food of the ancient Aztecs and Incas. Yes,
amaranth is reputed to be the possible answer to hunger and
malnutrition, the crop that could prevent starvation in the

year 2000.

Our own organization, AMSF, is quietly testing several
varieties of grain amaranth (bther\arieties are grown for
vegetables) for the purpose of studying the culture method,
adaptability and comparative production potentials of the
seeds sent to us by the Rodale Research Center. Moreover,
this almost forgotten wonder plant is drought-resistant, has
high protein content, and very high in lysine. It is said
That amaranth flour, combined with that of corn, makes for
the kind of bread sufficient to provide the nutrient require-
ment of each person per day.

The Indians' use of amaranth as food after long fasts
added to my interest knowing the Aztec and Inca practice of
mixing human blood with the grains they eat. Amaranth is an
0ld T"religious food" that disappeared as the conquering
Spaniards were repelled by the sacrifice of humans associat-
ed with the eating of this food. Unfortunately, other topics
and and lack of interpreters made it difficult for me to
find out its local culture,. the processing of the seeds and
how and into what it is cooked.

AS STEPHEN would say, "At eight thirty we arrived". .This
gave us time to go to the Garden for another look at the go-
ings—-on over there. The place does not. offer only eatables,
there are vendors of cottage industry products on the far
sjdema]ks{ﬁﬁlntplacesﬂ ,1$he,qulater_end.ni,the Park-.people—-

slept on high cots. The lightéd area looks iike bigger vers-
ions of similar spots along our route —-— except perhaﬁs for

—_———m = = —— g e e = e -
- -

————those¢ couples in Bhe dark. - N - - - -
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8" x 10" photos appear side by side all over the restaurant's
interior. The multi-course meal is typically Indian. I can't
tell whether it was vegetarian or not. I was hungry enough
to give a good account of myself in there, notwithstanding
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the ever-present threat of droppings landing on our plates
as birds fly in end perch everywhere over us.

THE PLACE /E are in is called the Rural Technology Instit-—
ute, Gandhinagar Munjpur Demonstration Center. The G3RDC
Project is not that exciting because of and except for the
huge financial input required to set it up. It is that am-
biguous considering the amount that will be meeded to repli-
cate the program, if successful, while at the same time it

is noteworthy that so ambitious a task can be undertaken by
a state corporation in a no-nonsense way. Furthermore, the
is big in expense but simple in concept. It is merely an ef-
fort to bring up fresh water from deep down saline drought-
prone lands and using bthe same to grow traditional fodder
between colling as well as feed-source subabul (leucaena leu-
cocephala). Ipil-ipil in Filipino.

It is, in other words, a fresh approach at wasteland
utilization, intended to generate income and integrate rural
uplift with industrial development, using the area approach

- — - — —or micro-planning methodology. Subabul, the grow th of which
is a great source of excitement among GSRDC Staff, is not
such a wonder to me as those of the Same age in my Farm are
four times bigger than theirs. ' Their locally developed tools
are common, 'better suited to their needs, or since im roved
back hoae.

B = iy - -
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But towards the end of our tour, we came to a patch
- - __ ___ _where the low forage_ plants were 1abercrogped w1th what I - T-
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Law Garden, Ahmedabad
February 9, 1954

I HAD A VERY interesting talk with a Baroaa Bank man while
vvalting for our ride. Ieasrned from him that co-ops did notd
work here in the beginning due to the reluctance of farmers
to band together and sell all their produce through their
associations. Asking for parts of their marketable produce
did not get accepted either. What made farmers join was in-
tensive education although, up to now, only Gujarat State

had been successful in making the idea work in a large scale.

This state, incidentally, is home to the biggest text-
ile mills in India where they either belong to or are run by
cooperatlves. After all, "Gandhi was from here," the bank
man pointed out. "Here, drinking is prohibited. That's why
you don't see liquors in the shops. To drink you must secure
permission from the government."

Y CHAT «/ITH that very friendly Baroda trainee also provided
me with answers to and insights on the .possibility of change
in a seewingly unchangeable country like India.

He moved his head in that typical Indian way when I
brought up my observation regarding the dating couples in the
park. He said, "It ié only-in Ahmedabad" as far as he knows,
"where members of the opposite sex can show affection openly!
They can get publicly censured or harrassed in many Places.
"Even in Delhi you don't see this," he went on. "Ahmedabad
is permissive. This is a surprise to us."

He doesn't know when or where or how_the "change"start-
ed. Which is all the more 1ntr15u1n0 since uugarat is not -

- only the state where ¢ coOperat1v1bm worked, it is also-%he-—
) "driest" (no alcohol/drlnklnv) because of the people's strlct

- into this tnlng in Delhi...._ _- - - = ~

T _; T Z_adnerence fo the Mahmbuay heachingd. ~ I BAIAKCT Willologk "

-y, —————  — —— — _—— — —_— _ — —_— - N
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Guest House - Radhanpur
fTebruary 9, 1934 - 2

iy

ARRIVED HERE after a 160 km. trip that was marred by our
xer's hitbting a pile of gravel —-- fortunately -- due

+ A~
~
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loss of brakes. e would have plowed down the roadside ditch
had there been nothing to stop us. e are in a nice govern-
ment guest house. This is where we cculd have sbayed except
that another group was booked ahead of us. Anyway the GSRDC
people could have arranged for our stay in Munjpur or some
place in this town. We lost and are losing plenty of time
shuttling from and to Ahmedabad each day.

I.do not mind the travel as it gives me a better pic-
ture of rural India. However, besides the lost opportunity
for more exposure to and inter-action with people, I have yet
to get used to driving on the wrong side of the road; at
break neck speeds; and in single lane highways where drivers
seem to enjoy playing chicken all the time. I can see where
they have come up with the very fine idea of getting stretch-
es paved for less, but the matter of drivers having to cone
at each other full tilt and giving way oualy at the very last
minute -- because they want to be on the pavement -- can be
hazardous to one's health. i

Baroda Dorm, Ahmedabad

Tdl RADHANPUR Cottage Industry Projecs is an activity that
we would do well to have in the Philippines. It is a cotton-
based project; uses second hénd machines for turning the

balls into strands; employs women in the spinning~and_thread;

making operations; and turns out both machine and hand-woven
market-oriented products. If we can process cotton %he'wayﬂ-

o

the plant as an alternative/éd&itional~income Crope - -7 -

- - ee - -
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Radhanpur Cottége Industry makes use of local product (cot-
ton) and employs villagers (women and young girls mostly)
but, because income can get that preferable, school-age
children forsake education in favor of badly needed cash.
This reminds me of the interesting information I got from
the young lady in the Carpet and Rug Sale. The best carpet
weavers, she said, are young boys and girls whose smaller
fingers enable them to tie thousand of knots per square inch
of rug. There is, fhus, a demand for such able hands in the

industry and those kids end up growing with little or no edu-
cation at all.

THE RECLAMATION Project in Bhilot is similar to that in
Munjpur. It has the same basic elements: wasteland, good
water, fodder and subabul plus cereallcrops that are being
tried for the purpose of starting diversification. The pro-
ject enables workers to earn; provides good fodder for milch
cattle: owners; serves as a working model for landed people
to follow.

GSRDC workers use lots of compost in the fodder fields.
If T hadn't known that there are more than 200 million cat-
tles here, I will wonder where they could be gatting all
that stuff since I am also aware that cow dung are used for
fuel and for plastering mud huts. Of course immense quanti-
— ﬂ4__.jies«of,those,manure.can‘be turned into fertilizers if more
subabul are grown and used for fuel.

I FOUND THE abode of those Bhilot folks rather disagreeable
but I had to remind myself'quickly that that's what they have
- ———because_it's_all they can .afford. - It .is the best under the. .-

circumstance -- dung plastered-mud huts --.and since they -
~_ _© _ must have been living in them for,yearé, even generations, .-
‘7?‘?-Tf_fffflﬁhéyTBﬁgﬁﬁfﬁBTBéTuééd’%b'thé"15bk“bf’éﬁéﬁiff§§'%ﬁ§;émeI1'Qf- )
N _;__;L.1___;;thein;nnamped;gpartgns; _We_ﬁhveESQua;id @:eas_téo”inrthe I

Philippines. Everywhere,'in fact.
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Bhilot also introduced me to the hand-spun potter's
whesl for the first time. They still use the age-o0ld tool
for m=2king those clay pots women balance on their heads from
wells to their homes. Metal containers are already availa-
ble of course, although to the poor and practical locally
made ones would be the logical choice. I haven't asked but
it is also possible that, like their Philippine counterparts,
those village people find drinking water stored in clay jars
cooler and better tasting.

They were a friendly and persuasive lot, those villag-
ers. Of maybe they did not quite get the message that we
were in some hurry to get home. In auy case they swarmed in
on us and, thus engulfed, moved us from the dusty roadside
to the home of the Village Chief deep in the heart of the
largest cluster of mud houses. There, seated on cot-like
beds cum seats properly covered with blankets for the occas-~
ion, we went through the futile exercise of learning from
€ach other while kids ogled and unabashedly tried their Eng-
lish on us. ‘

There was simply no time fér order or coherence. They
were just as eager to know from us, and because language can
be a real barrier in such situations, there were funny mom-
ents when all we could do was stare at one another and smile.

It did not help surely that we -have in the Team two very at-

tractive ladies, Cathy and Carola; a very distinguished-
looking Dr. Tuma; and Roger on whom the Team-bestowed title,
Chief hand like the red robe of a Cardinal.

I took advantage of one ©f those awkward moments to am—

_ble off towards—an —opernnz, ~between-two ~houses+- There T c_—xm‘E'
face to face with what I belleve are truly remarxable ooats.
They are Gujaratis, I Was informed oy the GSRDC man who fol—

—_——— — = o =

._—7—“‘**‘—‘f19wed'me —Those get«black mottle—eareu " snort muzalea -biyg

hardy-1coking animals-are_native- to the state7and-afe {aeal T
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for milk production. A villager led a friendly doe in my dai-
rection and asked through the GSRDC man if I like it. "He
said he can give it to you," our interpreter told me.

It's a pity That I can't bring home a pair of those
goats although this doesn't mean I won't try at some later
time. I think they would be in many ways superior to the Eu-
ropean breeds beihg introduced in the Philippines. Why the
insistence on those breeds, by the way, is beyond me. I can
only suspect that it is either because of the bias of those
foreign-trained experts who eventually had to make the recom-
mendations, or those of donors from countries wheré the "ex-
perts" trained.

ARRIVED AWEDABAD at eleven, after dinner at iMehsana, a
large town along the way. The eateries in front of the Park,
though, were still open and in the darker places were couples
in cars, scooters, motor rickshaws, or on the grass. They '
are, as the bank man sagid, an oddity in India. Perhaps for
now. It is change in this tradition-bound country; doubly
significant for - its départure from strict local code of be-
havior and its beginning in Gandhi's state no less.

- 00o0 -




I DID NOT learn much from the retired gentlemen I sat with
because of their interest in hearing about the rhilippines.
Either they know someone in Manila, have hegrd about our

Law Garden, Ahmedabad
February 10, 1984

political problems, or are eager to know of things common to
us. They also talked among themselves about the IERD based,
I am sure, on news reaching them via the radio and newspap-
eDs. Our impromptu session ended when the English-speaking
0old gent left in his chauffeur-driven car.

TEAM CONVERSATION on images we captured during our visit to
the viilages. Cathy is facilitating, with us sitting around
on park benches we have rearranged so we can face each other.

Scenes I will remember most include 1) the unproduct-
ive lands, 2) the good stands of the "new wonder plant" —-
The amaranth, and 3) the intensive use of human labor in the
fields and cottage industries projects.

Cthers remember the following:

Roger - - - the loose animals, pigs especially;
the unexpected attention he got
everywhere we went;

Vann - - - women in their finery agalnst a
backdrop of dirt;

~ the open lands;
-~ the land and the dense populatlon.

Kevin -
“Carola

THIS SESSION on the GSRDC Project, I am sorry to note, is an

exercise in pure talk. The info we are ttying to @t from one
another can be found in the doZument Parmesh promised to give

T ——us.T I Teel we wdﬁIa:EE’ﬁBfé—bﬁb&hétfﬁé”ff:ﬁé;ibﬂbéfﬁé5:Sﬁf:i
selves with analyzing the wasteland development scheme and
- ——-—«-—~——com1ng ,up-with-the relavah& experlences _that will be “of help

to program 1mp1ementors. We are also not gettlng anywhere

....... because our collective Thoughts are not here anymore.

-
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WORKED ON OUR Team Report which contains the following:

Agency Journey ~ GSRDC's story from the time it
started to where it is at pre-
sent;

The Process & Approach — how they intended to
. ~ carry out their plans
and how their objectives were

attained; and

Factors for Viability - that which assures the
program's success and
the improvement of people's
quality of life.

I-was requested to go with the 3rd Group and the fol-
lowing appear to me to be the factors that will contribute
to the viagbility of the GSRDC Projects:

0 Proper selection of project workers who will

be the: Project's ultimate beneficiaries;

0 the natural demand for and marketability of

fodder and the feed-fuel products from suba-
bul; and

0 the availability of technical assistance
after the Projects are turned over to the
people.

Dr. Coggeshall was "unanimously commissioned" by the
Group to put together our final report. We want to make
sure it is written before we fly back to Delhi tomorrow.

LUNCH WAS AT an eatery near the GSRDC Office. Nice place.
Good food. We had chicken and shrimpé and not much hot stuff
for a change.

I could not help noticing, though, the assignment of °
—— __7_eﬂr—dfiversfto:far-tab}eé.r.Sagetarnangemenﬁs:in'$hefother—f -
places where they were with us. ‘Either this is their choice '
- ;_u____Q:_it_is~theapractice_Pere: "This also happen bgokjhdiegbut_ T -

—_ - - e e e e m——— = em e = =T

- T T = — 1ot with drivers whovére*with;mé;. They get what I gét."Iﬁ_
- - ——"———fact I-always-see -that-they—are treated well a5 my Iife is "= ~ -
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in their hands.when we travel. Otherwise, I doc the driving

myself.
Baroda Dorm, Ahmedabad

OUR VISIT TO the Gandhi Ashram stirred more discussion among
us on the Great Man and his work. Rural development, we be-
lieve anyway, is a fight to free people from indifference,
illiteraCy, poverty, hunger and disease, hence our tendency
to look at the efforts of Liberators like Gandhi as similar
to ours.

Personally, I have nothing but awe and adamiration for
the Mahétma. It is not easy to champion the cause of free-
dom and not many of us are called upon Lo do so. Frankly,
however, it always gets me as tragic setting people free from
the domination of foreigners -- only to have them oppressed
by their own countrymen. I want to think also that I know
the symbolism of Gandhi's spinning wheel and his reverolon
to the loin cloth. They are acts that are as libertarian as
our Filipino heroes' decision to destroy the Spanish cedulas
(residence certificates). They dared face the firing snuads
rather than continue to bow to our colorizers, vet these

are, to me, heroisms that may move people but not necessari-
1y get them anywhere.

My intention in leading discussions this way is to get
others to looke more dispassionately at what w e are doing.
We have much to learn from history. Rather than be under an— .
cther fareign power, for instance, a flbnter for Filipino 1n-:
- | dependence opted for "a government run llke hell by Flllpl-

3 nos..." and _that's what -we have. The 901nw is, we may ke " -

T T T T TwWilTing to take Tisks -to achleve our end but what if it daes'

not do that much good to those’we sacrlilced for? - - - -
'j: T 'Tz'rffffl-tﬁi kKW haf'many of us afg—gé;lnv is that we CQBQ :fj;;i_
B e e e
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go for change without being sure which way we are going.
From which, to what, or where? For, in the same manner that
we Filipinos, for instance, moved [rom foreign colonists to
dehumanizers of our own kind; our farmers were enabled by
land reform to "throw off the yoke of tenancy" only to get
into the shackles of usurers and opportunists who were ready
to take ower from the displaced land owners.

Rural development therefore, like liberation, is not
just a matter of bringing about change.

WE HAD- THE chance to play the tourist bit at the Gujarat

Handicraft Emporium. We bought what we could with the rupees
we had because they couldn't accept dollars after their cash-
ier left. Which was good since we did not have much to spend

anyway .

P DINNER AT THE Vishala Village Restaurant is a real exper-
ience. ‘e met another Team there but decided %o go our sepa-
rate ways.

Vishala's fare looked and tasted like the usual offer-
ings we had in the villages although, now, our plates were
dried palm-sized leaves dried and sewn together. Or, perhaps
sewn together first then dried. Not that the procedure real-

- - - - ly -mattered. -Service has-a difference. The waiters doled
out food in the village way, except that in vishala they are
dressed in clean whites.

They have sawn wood for tables; placed low abowé the
foot thick eafth*dais; on which we ate while sqpattlng on

-————

i ~%he dais floor with.our shoes off. Bach dining area is roof-
ed with palm fronds. They.are blg enough for 10 —_20 people
- Z-T"~""and are located not Far from one anaother on the. perlphery of

N ——

the Vlllage. The place:msembles a small community.. The en—

:g ------- ‘Erance has a dlsplay area for the flnlahe&’products of a pot—
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. ‘-peacock,. -The next- piece —of- cloth—*same'31ze wgs”

Feb. 10, 1984 - 5

ter who was stiil working on his traditional wheel when we
came in. Native objects are used as decors. OQutside the
dining sheds are high cots on which those who have feasted
could relax while waiting for the shows that are part of the
complex's offerings.

WE SAW TWO of those entertaining presentations. The puppet
show operated by a husband and wife team to which their two-

year-old son added extra thrill by grabbing every puppet that
dangled past him. While the man worked the foot-tall figures

at the same time that he blew rhythmic sounds with the reed

in his mouth, the woman did the story telling with accomgany-

ing beats on a small drum. e did not have %o understand

what she was saying. It was a comedy thing anyway so we al-

lowed ourselves to be amused.

The other is a dizzying number in which the lone male
performer did his act while turning fast in just one place.

First, he spun around with only a sword in each hand which he

let go but kept glued to his palms by the speed of his move--

ment. He did this to the beat of drues and chants/songs of
musicians in the background. Then he allowed the swords to
lower down the sides of his arms, receive two more swords

from an assistant and, later, four moreso that at last he was

spinning with swords on his palms, arms and neck.

After the half-hour or So .of sword handling deunionstra—
tion, the man gathered the weapons by slowing down, handing
the weapons to his assistant without bréaking his pivofing
movement. The assistant replaced the swords, first Uluh a-

—1-x-3 metér-prece*cf“c—orore‘d—cl‘ét‘ﬁ wh‘i‘dﬁ—tﬁ'e performer _Vlork—
ed with his hands and mouth inso an unﬂlstdkably beauntifaul -

—_— T s — > —

Dure” wﬁlte.

“The man also worked on thls _as he whlrled_even_fasterwand in

- — R — -_ = e _—— - -~ —_———— ™ e
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no time we were clapping witnesses to the sudden appearance
of a life-sized rabbit.
"Fantastic!" we heard Tom say. "But if he doesn't
stop soon I'll collapse."
The show made us litvtle kids again and that's probably
what we ought to be from time to time. The Vishala showmen
knew what to do. iie therefore asked our GSRDC hosts what
more the Vidlage had to orfer and we were sorry to learn that
it was already too late for the other anumbers. Too bad. I
think we, all wanted to see a snake charmer. A levitating
man. Or at least a fakir resting on his bed of nails.
-00o0 -
e T T e s _'__-:_;_E—'_'-E’E%_ T
|
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JAGU, THE GENTLEMAN who did the most to make our stay at the
Barocda Dorm as pleasant as pOSSJ.UJ.e, pe.t."buua.l..l.y Catered to
our needs up to the end. He made sure we were up at four as
we requested and minutes later he was back with coffee for me
and tea for Kamal. He is another guy who may never know his

contribution to the success of the IERD.

Ashok Yatri Niwas
11 February 1984

SPENT SOME TIME talking with Tom and Roger about what we
have to do when we get home. The task of making rural work
move faster won't be easy, we agreed. There will always be
problems. Funds, number one. Finding the right people for
the job is another. We can only say, therefore, that we will
do our best and the best thus far has not yet been identified
or defined by the Exposition.

A FUNNY THING happened to me on my way to see Tom and Roger
downstairs.

The elevator was dark due to power failure and the lone
Passenger, after commenting on the inconvenience, asked abcut
our Field Trip.

"Very interesting!" I answered, launching at once into
my talk on subabul and amaranth, specially how the latter,
the food of the ancient Aztecs and Incas, could ke the answer
to hunger and malnutrition.

"You must have had a nice time," she said, cuttlng mny
story short as the elevator slowed to a stop. "By the way,ﬁ
she added, "I am Peggy Lindsay:" )

———

T T = =I-wish we have thé time to see more of €this country.f Indiams

-

Seem to have a-passion for size anpd grandeur., — - - = _ _-.

_ _TOURED OLD DELHI with Roger ‘and Tom: Very educatldnal trip. - -

<
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INTERNATIONAL EXPOSITICN OF RURAL DEVELOPMENT
Sunday, 12 February 1984

Today we shared approaches that work!

Bvents of the Day:

Mass

Opening Plenary -~ with "few words" from Dame Miriam
Dell

Debriefing of Field Visit Teams

Meeting with Rotarians & Rotary Sponsored Projects
Personnel or Individuals

Air India Dance Presentation

What experiences were uniquely mine today?

Attending mass only for the second time this year.

Playing the role of 0ld wise man to some of the
delegate's tear-jerker presentation.

My short but significant meeting with Mr. Willmon
White of the Rotary Magazine.

Watchlng the Indian dancers, 1lsten1ng to their
music and studying the meaning and similarity
of their art to ours. and that of Cambodia.

Discussing Rural Davelopaent with a delegate who
believes in armed revolution as a last resort
for effecting change.

What dd I learn/share today?

That a lot of development people —- veterans included -
can still get so deeply affected by the plight of the poor to
the point of pitying them and hating those who has the means
but are not willing to help. ) .

I tried to do somethlnw about this by explalnlng that
pity is the least the poor need from us. . We can't_and should _ _

‘not bleed for them. - If we want to help, we ean always do so.
by finding out how they Can help themselves first.

H
L}

s o :tlearrred-—that ‘I tangrled w:n.tkr -*lecal"revolu‘blonary -
- and got the better of _our exchanges!

B — _— — — — - - - - — ——— — - R — - - - i
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The HIGHLIGHTS of the day were:

The Debriefing and Meeting of Field Visit.Tea@s._ Both
could have been more iruitiul where it not for the lack oi
time for more exhaustive exchanges among members.

My meeting with Mr. #illmon White which can lead to in-
creased Rotary involvement in our program.

The Air India presentation, a much welcome break in our
schedule besides giving us glimpses of India that we won't
see unless we stay here longer.

The heated discussion on Rural Development that I had
with an Indian delegate who mtarted it all by inviting me for
a walk so we can take up an issue that came up as a result of
the commen+ I made to the effect that the poor are not with-
out blame for the condition they are in. >

He can't accept my point on the ground that people are
created equal, hence poverty is the result of the efforts of
& hers to take advantage of the less fortunate. He even went
SO0 far as to say that I Hurt his feeling, indeed a lot of
other Indians' feelings, because of that comment. He had
Such a strong belief in his reasoning that he can't see the
big hole in it. Which is the fact that people are not really
born equals as there are others, by his own admission, who can
take advantage of their fellowmen.

wWwe rounded three blocks before he would admit to a
weakness in his side so it was then that he shifted to my oth-
er stand that workers need not waste time in communities wnere
people are not willing to help themselves. - His point here is
that people must be helped.. Agreed. But, again, he insisted
that inability to develop is caused by people blocking deve-
lopment so, what do we do when those hindering our work re-
fuse to listen or decide to resist us? '

He would have nothing of my suggestion that we .avoid
such situations or such troubled villages proclaiming that

avolding confrontation is cowardice. I had to insist too, of

course, that I can't see things his way-and that as long as
phere are people I can work with I will make developmént the
inducement for change_ -- rather force change at all costs” in-

~

order to.-effect d evelopmertr — — — — — — =

The shifty fellow would zlso point to the example of -
Gandhi although

betterment Gandhi dreamed 0

_ - __andhl airtl A at-the same -time he himself was quick to dee~ . . - _.
—=lare that_independence did-not- bring—to—Tndia the-kind o —— — —— -

-
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stuck to my view that chanze does not necessarily do good to
people, so I suggested that we go home and meet again ano-

there

time.,

"You hurt my feeling," he told me again as we neared

the gate.

"Don't be too thin," I countered. "You've been hurting

ny feeling too by insisting that people are equal..."

What was the SIGNIFICANCE of this day

and my experience of it?

o

e — —— —— Gainingtrust—oflocat people — :

 f——~——efmﬁQMﬂ&m&@Mmﬁm%_ﬁ--m~

One is the realization that there are still "bleed-
ers" among us as in the case of the participant who
came close to crying as he recounted his visit to a
family whose child lay ill "with flies sucking the
Jjuice from his eyes and mouth". -

I did not mean to be as unfeeling as I must
have sounded when I commented to my neighbors oh
that observation, but I think T only wanted to re-
mind everybody that they use their heads -- rather
than their hearts -- when confronted with similar
scenes. Inside me, of course, I was saying that
that's what happens to workers who doesn't stay
with people. If they do, they won't be so shocked
by ordinarily ugly village sights.

The term "Poorest of the poor" got me out of my
self-imposed decision not to speak out so strongly
on issues I have such-'a soft spot for.

I suggested that we refrain from using that
phrase as no one, not. even the neediest, really
wants tot proclaimed the worst off member of a
community. B :

New APPROACHES "discovered" Dby our Group‘include:

Using cultural events ‘ - . o -
Importance of the Human element '

Identification of needs by people .
Sharing government ™ R
-Using local leaders . . _ - _ _ _ 7 _ _an_ _

i— o

Keeping pace with community. - _-_ -
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Ashox Yatri NMiwas, Delhi
Monday - 1% February 1984

HERE'S WHAT I wrote in my Journal today:

Events of the Day;

Opening Plenary, Reporting on Field
Visits, & Intro of INTERHEST
Grouping

Discussion on INTEGRATED & COMPRE-
HENSIVE Community Development

Picture-taking of Participating
Country Representatives

. Discussion on EDUCATION & SKITLLS
TRAINING AT ALL AGES

Preparation of THE BOOK

Dinner at Sheraton

What experiences were uniquely mine today?

My having started, and set off, the very
lively discussion on Integrated & Comprehens-
ive CD. I think I did it with my board work
which was followed by the others also on but-
cher paper. It was particularly elating to
have our facilitator come and thank me for
getting the discussion off to such a good
start.

I got the discussion going again this
afternoon. I did it .with my comment on the
"possible negative effects of training" and,
later, on "the need to avoid change - like
electrification - which only creates more
problems for tThe supposed beneficiaries." As
was the case this morning, we also attracted

the participation of delegates from other. .

groups/topics .and “were dealing with “the issue

-

= -

- -~ —"--— - - — What.did_T learn/share today? - — — — —— — — - ez - .
R ~That_people-canget so :iil:.lmaé_‘—ﬂij?h—_i--_--zf—q—_‘— o e
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their programs, to the extent that they

think theirs is the best. The sharing
situation open them up, however, and if there
is anything that hit them hard it is the
beauty cf belng able to DPLAY JITH PEQOPLE
because one is not bound by the requirements,
conditions and "success indicators"™ of pro-
gram funders/sponsors.

That people from the so-called develop-
ed countries need exposures in the Third
World to enable them to understand what dev-
elopment really means.

The HIGHLIGHTS of the day were:

-

- The Pield Visit reporting although
there was not enough time for everyone to
really give more meaningful accounts of their
village experience.

The well-joined discussion on Integrat-
ed & Comprehensive CD which got me involved
in very fruitful exchanges with Third World
delegates.

My disagreement with two Developed

- Country participants over what CHANGE is du-~

ring which delegates from the Thrid World,
Indians specially, did not only take my side
but came up with their pOS1tlons on the neg-
ative effects of change —- as in the use of
too much fertilizers and chemicals.

The post session talks I had with the
more concerned representatives from both
worlds during which we agreed that we have

a lot to know from as well as about each
other.

What was the SIGNIFICANCE of thls day and ny
experience -of 1it?

- ;:_: ——— ————Mr.D.-8.- Shisodia-of -the PEOPLES COLLEGE.

— ———=——---for-the -Exchange of Technicians wifh mé. His _
suggestlon is that we each send flve Techni- . -

Easily the most 1mportant thing: “that
happened today was the-formal proposal of -
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cians, with both of us shouldering the in-
country expenses for the 45-day stay of the
other's personnel. This would save us a lot
Of expense as all we have to worry about is
the travel to and from the host country.

Other delegates also liked the idea
but have to take it up with their respective
organizations. Mr. Shisodia can decide fast
because he is the head of the College. He
is interested in rice production at which,
he believes, we have more knowledge and ex-
perience.

- 00 o0 -

s
.

. I also want to remember this day be-
cause of "the sobbering feedbacks" Third
World delegates believe I gave the First World
folks. This had to do with the answer I gave
to the searing question: "Are you not trying
to hold back the 21lst Century from people by
campaigning against mechanization and elect-
rification?"

"The 21st Century," I heard myself say-
ing, "is only good for people who are ready
to move into it. We cannot and should not
force people to make the jump to that time
simply because we do not want them to lag be-
hind. I am therefore reiterating that we do
not effect change merely for its sake and if
we want the poor to enjoy the comforts . of the
present it should only be after they have been
made aware of the trade-offs and demands of a
suddenly new and different lifestyle."

—.O‘O‘O"'

I wish I have the chance to discuss the
- : other topics with the other groups. It will
. surely be interesting talking rural develop- - . -
- ment with those procedure and method-oriepted - "~
T T T T T T TREuropeans. L - : = S

. It would have been fun seeing Lando -
w -~ —"-—— - - — shake the. wits.out-of those-who-heard -him == — - - — —= ~ - - —=
= T T = 77— - tell about "the variety and -dumber of-trees im- - — - - - °
- hiS .f_a.I‘m_._.. o= i - o _ T ':' - - . ~7 ) [T
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NORMALLY IT TAKES me all of thirty minutes and two hours to
discuss Integrated & Comprehensive CD. This morning we were
placed under time limit so, besides going well beyong my

FIVE MINUTES, I had to continue talking about it; over
lunch, through noon break, and before session was resumed
this afternoon. We had another go at the subject before and
after dinner although, now, I had to shift from Topic to top-
ic in view of the varied interests of each group I find my-
self seated with. Probably I don't eat fast enough to avoid
getting surrounded by people who ask questions then dined as
they listened. Or, perhaps, there is simply too much to
share Q;‘by and with so many -- that even on the few occas-
ions I sought some remote corner of Darbar Hall a delegate

or two still get to where I am. I remember in particular an
Asian lady who talks of her program for hours on end and, be-
cause she doesn't keep tab of her audience, I had to listen
to her presentation a third time today.

I also remember having some difficulty .getting this
morning's session started because of participant obsession
for procedure and argumentation. Indians especially. Firstg,
we bogged down on the issue of how our sharing was to be con-
ducted. Shouldn't someone be assigned to take notes? How
about having one who will follow and put the essence of the
deliberation on the board? Why not have Management record

T

~ everything so transcripts-can be distributed to everybody?

Then, with the how solved by my assurance that I can talk
and illustrate at the same time, a pugnacious litfle Indian
kept jumping up’to disagree with me or point to a fack that
differed with what he had to Say. He quieted and sat down .

T —“W‘oal¥_a£%er‘fepeated'?equeéts’ftpm‘fhé’dtﬁéfgffﬁéﬁ“ﬁé?aaféé"t

and wait for his turn. It Was a tumultuous start but my

board wqpkw(on,butcher‘paper,factualiy) resulted in the oth-.

. —— e = ey = =2

— — —ePsTuse of the séhgfiéfhadtwii—iOSt some Iisteners but it -

o ;;*:_"__was;nice_see;ngithemfsPrawied-on-the‘fioor:hurriedly'iiiué- o
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trating their presentations.

My work, definitely better under less craumped circums-—

tances, follows:

Integration should start with efforts intended to make our

clients fully human and whole. This means helping the per-
son identify, and understand, perceived as well as inherent

roles; enable him to see the relationships of those roles;

ﬁpd thus play them not as fragments but as integral parts of
im.

Unless this is achieved, a father will not attend PTA
meetings because he has a field to plow. A farmer will not
work his land when his child is ill. The local official

’ won't have time for his kids be-

cause he is busy taking care of the
problems of the community.

An integrated person sees the
many sides of him in their entirety
and so he tries to give part of
pimself to each role, participates
in as many worthwhile activities as
his time and means perait, and
thinks not just of his little world

but of the bigger and more complex
one.

Integrated and comprehensive pro-
gramming, on the other hand; re-
quires that services be available,
organized, and coordinated at
levels where they would be of most
help to the development efforts of

people.

However, lack of such serv-

- ices, or of collaboration among
. agencies (as is often the case),
-- need not be-a block _to people's

"—é'“ﬂ--——'progressv~—Beve}opmeﬁ§-?eneﬁigian -
. ies and their assisting organiza- -’

: tions will do well to build on~what they have and do w@at',

" . _ _-. __ they can. -Rural uplift canuot and should ndt be .slowed down

~ = ¢.~ -—= on—accourt—of-the-absence-of oubside—ageney—asiistonce-0r—

o~

T their unwillingness to_share what they have. - -

- —— P e - ———— e e — e — e — i
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integration of efforts and serv-
ices necessary for the activity/

related

clients.

harvest
here is
lopment
charter
without
figures

activities identified as the basic/anchor project or
In the case of Rice Production (as in the example

and increase in faramers' incomes. The coatention
that it is only when they can unuertaike their deve-
or provide counterparts for the same that people can
their own destinies. They can't be too dependent
running the risks of being made guinea pigs or some
in a funding agency's book.

5% Service Fee
-~ on P#05,000 = P20,250

Rebates P100
per hectare x = 27,000
270 hectares

PRODUCTION
PROGRAM |

Trading Profit = 54,000
P4.50/50 kg bag —m—
x 12,000 bags P101, 250

=

HARVEST
OPSRATION

ADMINISTRATIVE
EXPENSES

PRODUCTION

_LOAN

EDU./MEDICAL
" LOANS

REPAIR & CONS*
TRUCTION FUND

-« - -

- | proJ. dEV'T, -l 1- -~

- - A FUND = - | -

<= -
- -~ b

— - S B peia e === ?—rﬁ‘ﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁ‘ﬁﬁ-—f“—r-_: ==

ars

——e =l — - = -} - —CAPITAL — - 2 e e

Secondary
Inc.Prois

== warn — |- FottFarm|-—= === o mr= ——
Services Employ.
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GEN. RICARTE CENTHERED:

VILLAGE CLUSTER CEVELOPMENT

Dimasalang, sggn%ggé
Talavera City

Bagong A. Pascual,
Sikat, San Jose
Talavera City

ECONOMIC

RICARTE
AS ANCHOR
VILLAGE &

Luna,
-Llanera

Mataas Na
Kahoy,
Natividad

Manarog,
Natividad

. Communities should never_be developed for itself alone or in-
——=——=———=——-=-4ependent of_the- others -around -it: --Somehow the -devel gping—  — -
community must look to its neighbors for oppbortunities for bi-
lateral development efforts; in trade and commerce, for ins-
o _ __tance, or the search for solutions to common probléms. .‘Time - -
————-——=—— &lS86-comes- when assis¥ing -agencies have to-amswer the question:
o "How come only that village is being assisted? What. about us?"
L -mhpnr;tao;_it:is-often—necessary;tOoexpané in -order- t0 integ- -

rate, in the same manner that one can expand by integrating.




AMSF TIE-UPS:

© BAYOMBONG
BAGUIO®CITY

KALAHAN EDUCATIONAL
FOUNDATION TRCS

AGRICULTURAL MANAGERS
& SERVICES FOUNDATION

ALTAGA INTEGRATED
FOOD PRODUCTION

PHILIPPINE RURAL
RECONSTRUCTION
MOVEMENT (PRRM)

C. Y. GABRIEL CORP.

OCABANATUAN

$an I.eonaydo

abi— o
A .

TARLAC @

sui FEaSAw

© MALOLCS
ROTARY

US-AID/CRS
WORK FOR FOOD

— MANT @

FOUNDATION.
INSTITUTE OF CAVITHS
CULTURAL AFFAIS -

INT'L, INST. OF R
RECONSTRUCTION

®STA, \CRUZ

- .  PHILIPPINE -

- —GEOTHERMAL -~ ~
TINC & ICA_

_MIN. OF~AGRIC. .

it e s - - - - — RESESRCH CENTER: - — -
B I St ok R "“Z:B»‘V&T;Rl‘mﬁs;:;;i.:::i;:::{_;fi.— e =
L T T T T T i I e e e e — N - e ———
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I THINK I placed a damper on the Dutch-led move to use the
Conference as a forum for their anti-nyclear campaign. I do
not feel sorry for it. They ought to know better. I react-
ed the way I did because of the irrelevance, untimeliness

and stupidity of it all considering the one-sidedness of what
they wanted to accomplish.

The slogan they cooked up even stinks. DISARMAMENT
FOR DEVELOPMENT reeks not only of bad grass that has passed
through a bull's stomach, it has also a fishiness that's not
hard to detect in such red-colored efforts. The idea just
doesn't'hake sense at a time when we have more important is-
sues to tackle. Indeed I have doubts about the sincerity or
development capability of those misplaced delegates.

They were ready too to applaud the stinking presenta-
tion, with the demagogue who did it coming up with the pre-
pared petition in his hands. I felt so offended by the whole
show that when the papers got around to me I signed it with
this instruction in big bold letters: "SEND THIS TO THE RUS-
STANS!"

MR. D. S. SHISODIA, Principal of the Extension Training Cen-

tre PEOPLE'S COLLEGE, came to congratulate me for what he

said was a good contribution I made yesterday on "Making

training relevant and responsive to -rural péopleﬂ, and for

my "concern for customs and Yraditions," referring in part-

icular to that part of my input on the use of tralnlng in mak-

ing the old and the young not just relevant but cognlsant of
. of the relatlonshlp that must exist betweeil them. £11 thesg,

- _he sald,—are-neeessary~for-effgctlvefdgvgiﬁpméﬁt. —————
.- | They are also try1gf_§9_§§dress these 1ssues‘1n the i,: D
:"'°~: —=College, Mr. Shtsedka—reifezated—: Sblw1tn-tne ToH-uSE of = T~ T .
- - chemicals in farmings "I am - 1nterestgd in— agrlculxurg'* B o =

‘explained, "because most of our clients are farmers. We hear
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so much about your country's success in rice production. We
also grow rice in our place but our technology is poor.

"I will visit the Philippines one day," he promised and

again mentioned the possibility of Technician Exchange. This

time, though, he was more definite:

least 45 deys, this year.

THE GEOGRAPHIC interchange this morning dea;t mainly with

what happened here in Delhi; our feelings and comments re-
garding the Exposition; the learnings we had and how they

will affect our work; the images we'll bring home with us.
Of the last one, I wrote three: ‘

' WE HAVE LOTS “of plaas for Phase ITT

'-:%~——-—:—$he“most~importéhf‘one‘is—théiﬁfbgéggjffggigéEtf&g:ﬁﬁ;g.5Fn;_

o

A world where there is a so-called First and
Third classification of people only because
there are no real opportunities for the two
to lessen the gap between them.

Working here with participants from the
developed countries enabled me to better see
their difficulty in understanding us, and
surely they must know now why development is
slow -- even rejected —-where we are.

A world where we can be a force for develop-
ment -- and peace -- given the opportunity to
share and learn as we did here.

For here we argued and quarreled, not
because of who we are or what we stand for,
but on account of a common desire to find the
best approach for helping improve the lives

of less fortunate people.

A world of hastened development as a result
of inter-agency and inter-national willing-

- ness to share technologies and- technicians.

I net people who are interested not - - -
merely in knowing more about my project but .

Five technicians, for at

lrseeiny ity thed exchanging workers so we - o

can better learn from 'each other. ’ -

T T e aT e . - o -

== S - — - — eiem e —

~although we agreed that _ .=-
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ter for Rural ﬁevelopment. Better yet we decided to cz21l it
REGIONAL EXCHANGE CENTER FCR RURAL DEVELCZIENT, to be locat-
ed in kanila or Kuala Lumpur. The Australian Development
Assistance Bureau (ADAB) or some other agency can put up the
funds for the Center. We never had the chance to discuss
the idea in detail but, to me, it can be all of the follow-
ing:
o Repository of information relevant and/or per-
taining to rural development;

0 Clearing house where one can get information
on rural development; ask the assistance of
. experts or specialists; or find out where to
g0 in case one is interested in going where
one will learn more about what he intends to

do or is already doing;

0 A complex with facilities for research, conferenc-
es, training, fellowship and for taking in vis-
iting RD Workers;

o Office for project development, proposal review
or preparation, and fund generation or "resourc-
ing".

The Center need not have buildings of its own althouzh
this is the ideal, therefore should not be discounted as
part of the long term Regional plan. In the meantime, it
can simply be an office in Manila with the basic staff and
equipment to handle the possible functions mentioned above.
Other facilities can be provided by supportlng aben01es in
the network. :

-

A complex in Manila, on the other hand, cau be both
useful and viable as it can earn from fees and rentals. It
. is not easy to say how develonment agencies would feel -about -
.. _ _ _ __ _Dbeing located in the_samembnlldaygybux—th}s—&s—an—inte¥est——»——————
' ) ing proposition. Of course- there will be those who Wlll«pre-
- - fer to be in their own ‘little kingdoms._ Those more willing.

- - = — - == = - —_ o=

-~ = v.- ——to share —tU‘WGI‘k*aﬁd—‘t%‘—Wl‘ﬁl cthérs Should- be-he:roed todo = —__ -

- - e

- m-— — —80. Tt is in fﬂGt_th_e-_;LrLt'enilon_of—myt p—r%esar tHgt ghe,._;_-—;—;?
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Center be built around such agencies, that is, start with
those that see the need to work together first and grow from
there on the basis of the criteria set for acceptance and
membership.

The Regional Exchange Center for Rural Development
should never be allowed to become a luxurious place for over-
paid chairborne experts. It should simply be decent, staffed
by people who know how it is to be in the field, and kept in
such a way that clients from the villages could come in with-
out feeling out-classed and out of place. If anything must
be lavish about the Center, it should be in its Library,
Audlo—Vlsual equipment, Documentation and Printing capability,
Recording and Filing System (I won't have anything against
computers), and the Communication System that is necessary
for information dissemination and monitoring function.

With a Center like that, there will be less. of the "su-
babul and amaranth" case.that I personally experienced. There
will be no proliferation of profit-motivated development ag-
encies. Instead, there will be moreexchanges of reliable in-
formation, technologies, and true development experts as in
the manner suggested by Mr. Shisodia.

EVERYONE GOT so engrossed in the day's tasks that nobody re~
- — - — membered today is VALENTINE'S DAY'

TONIGHT'S MULTI-CULTURAL presentation is an afialr many of .
us will long remember. It was a great show, notw1thstand1ng
lack of preparation, monotonesy two left feet, cultural bar—
=====————Tiersy-separation—anxieties; and travel  reserwatiod hassles "

T

e - - _ _As_they would say_ here, "We don't know. about the others™ "

—_— —_— - — - - —— ——— e - e e

-~ =~ ~but we felf “good belnw glven a hearty applause for- our brave
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rendition of that deathless Filipino song DAHIL SA'YO and
our interpretation of the risky TINIKLING. I can carry a
tune when I am feeling good but oﬁly the atmosphere of the
JERD could get me to take part in a difficult number I have
not danced in over thirty years!

But there I was anyway, stepping between those thunp-
ing and closing bamboo poles and for a while I was back in
those days when dancing was easy because age and problems
were still not the pre-cccupation of one's mind. So much to
doand so little time. I got so carried by night's mood, in
fact, that had the Ghanaians invited the audience, I would
have gone up the stage and given them a good sampling of how
we have taken to the graceful African steps and movement.

SPENT THE rest of the evening, and the early hours of the
morning, giving John a chance "to put a handle" on us ALSF
people.

- 00 o -
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"LET US ALSO SHARE THIS APPROACH

DISARMAMENT FOR DEVELOFMENT

Every year 700 billion US # are spent for arms. This is a
huge loss of energy, raw materials and human resources.

Even more it is an enormous danger for human activity and

life!
ARMS DO NOT SOLVE PROBLEMS; THEY INCREASE THEA!

Let us fighf the increasing defence budgets, and start

more research and training in NON-VIOLENT METHODS OF
CONFLICT SOLVING!

GANDHI SHOWED ALREADY THAT IT ®ORKS!

The DUTCH delegates
(The Netherlands)

(The above cofment was read to the assembled Conference_

at its final plenary session, and delegates were invited .

To indicate their support of this statement of the re-
————— — —_-lationship_-between resources for d¢evelopment and gemeral—

-national budgets by voluntarily sizning sheets circulat- -
ed among them.) )




