o B ek i S 54 fFa g |
> L0 2164 ;o |
Lesature %| ¢ Don Hoffate

LRS- L R Ad A

4
‘ Your comnpnts abowt singing as delng uslque relates te#ha subject
of our lecture toanight

(Hhen you gay culiwre or styls today, 1 say, espacially when youlaay culture,
flyou =re almost salking about an unkaown. The person to whom yﬁr might mentioni
that word might be unknowlng wore or less when you say cu.‘:.turs.r Style he would

be Zamiliar with because i%t'z a cateh phrase. But culture which history tells
\uﬂ was man, and was sociely, the symbols, the myths, the mores, the custona
created a style that mate man s what he was In all of history. This is
foraign %o us. In owr country, the United STates if we wers 10 vy to go back
and find a time when enlture meant scoething to us, I suppose we'd have to go
back to the opening of the west, or I suppose for a fleetinger moment, o

Paar) Herbor where there was some kind of commonality we knew as our american
society. Or thare was arezson or a meaning of life. And yet today in the 20th
ssntury theve is a stirring, there is a raising of a question that velztss to
this area. I suppose that this comes i & conflict of owr ignorance of culture
which I think I would have saild and wost of the people I know would have said.
Culture isn't created, it's just the result of other things. You have kumxa

had  gvaphicaliy Illustrated to you the imbalance of what we call socisty

or the whole sesisl process, and the artieuvlation has been that the cultural
part of soviety iz uder 2 tremendous kind of pressure to the mitent that it
‘haz e¢ollepsa. Just a quick story to articulate what a recent exposure to the
collapse of culture has Dmeant to a friend of mine. A very successful man in
taxme of the economic, he perticipates in the tyranmny of the economic tC & vapy
| great degres., The lest time ¥ talked to him he had three homes, one on Long
Iziand, a summey home, he had a $70,000 house in Bromxville wbi#h he didn’t iike
aa¢ hae had bought an $80,000 house in Bronsville, Wew York, we had dinnap
togatheyr one aight and he was relating his recent activity im this area and the
lfac? that there was seme concern of his irn owning thres $50,000 homea at the
game time and I told him a story of s friend of ¥x mipe who was hés peer, whoe
(was his econcmle egual, who was at the rpresent time looking & bluacellar
nparcesrt and my folend lookad at me wih 2 kind of quisical ession and sald
*¥hat do vou mean, locking for a bluecollaraparteent?"end I said that this man

| had taken a new wekationship to his life, or a different one than is normal
‘fﬁw auburban man, and the way he articulates or manifests thi:&:ew stance is

to gat away from some of the things that wou and I consider nommal. For ipstance
the homo and the value ons placas on that kind of possession.  And my frieund
says te me, "What do you msan, he has a new way of looking at his 1ife? Be
‘specific. TELL me what you've talking about" And I szaid, “"Well, Jack, this
'guy's 1life has meaning." And Jake says, "Meaning?" 1 said, pda it has meaning.
Hg thinks vhat be's living for something. and he thinks that Hia iife is
‘woribwhile and he has decided not to be preccoupied with the things that oscpuy
your pind and mfne, He said YIf that's true that's torrific. T don't know
waether I balieve you or Noth.

|
T put this friend of mine in the pealtion of being in & trap that's very common
v man today, wahtever his astation Iu life. He's In a track that's been laid out
¥ @ sozlety that siad You go ob this track just as hard as you czn, &nd you

try o get to the next station. But cdon't get off, don't look at it. You go

‘ ight by. It's, I suppose, a simile of this kind of ride that man is on today

2% least in this country, would be a track to nowhere zmd on a train of Fixed
‘szt anticipation and objsctives because he never gets aunythere.
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i‘"T?j‘"‘LTha cultural prastice in 2 soclety is subtly under the gun toddy. ALl over the
! AL b o s question ls belug raised by all kinds of people vralative to what dees

ﬁwﬁﬂﬁﬁééhit memn te have lifa, or what meaning is there to my life. You see the man




ad wany ways. o our country perhavs the most recnet manifeéstation of
~at has heen by our youth. But the fact remming that wherever yev look in
sgolety today, man is questioning hie envirorment, his society. |The economic
#d the political, and he's questioning thet out of a ase that Il esll culture.
4gc that's where the action is. HNo society exiasts at all without culture. If
i telk about the economic and political aspacts. of society as waz alluded to
# the opening lecture by DAvid McClesky,xaaﬁﬂSﬂﬁ%ﬁxg has an ecoutmy, that is
they sustain themselves, and thsy have an arganization, they have a structure
i waich they survive and defead themeeives, but man unqiueisy has other
the other is culture. He has a means of giving meaning to why he particpates
i the economic and to whst end. And he has a way to articulate and say to
himgelf what It means in terms of models and organisation and structure to be
wiat he can be, and that's the political. Within the culture the key to
hymennaess has alwags been, obvicusly, ¢» in terms of the obvious, the symbolic,
Han tells himself a stovy about his iife, why he'a there. He identifies and
enpresgses and rehearses his life through syumbols, the myths, the étories, the
rites and rituals that hold athe past and support his life as he lives it. He
uges wisdom, the collectiva memory of his culture, it’s his cultuve, it's
cyltmie’s memory. Yes part of it goes to the economic ip terms o " technology
and go forth, but man's wisdom id terms of passing on from generation to
ggneration. He transmits that which he has learned and that which has been
officacious to hie offspring, to his successors. Now given in the cultural
arlea the basic corecept of a story and a way to live your life, it has to be
agted =u#, and wvhen you combine the widédom that you have with the symbels
thiat are passed on to you or that you create yourself, the result of that is
qyle. This is how man acts out his life in relationship to the gymbols and
["m¢ jagpropriatedng his wisdom. The qglationship betweer culture in aisociety, which
!whﬁﬂﬁl o mertioned a liftle while ago, I think makes sense, that is culfure should, or
,?f*w'; copld, or can give meaning to man's economic and peliteal life. It's kind of
LRSI fhe the gyrosccpe that steers his ship of state in the areas whene life peally
g 1o the practiazl mense, in his economic and politcla life. Hithin the are
1 culture, symbols are a way of articulating or explsining toc manm that which his
gdom has told him was important in his¥@#d/ culture. Wisdom codsistenlty edits
B synbols. Symbols do not exist except for s reason. Host of four goelal
thiropolagista today are vevy strong in thedr belief that the syj?ology that

&1

1 lives by is good and right ar it wouldn't exist. So whevever you are as ms
an anthropoléglat, when you find a rite or ritual or symbol or whiatever, that is
apt of that man's culture, there is a reason for it. And so mogl social
anfthropolggists today say vou live in that land if it's foreigg to you, enough -
ang they say two yamrs or more - to léwmn their langusge and lgme their history
20| you can talk intelligently or react to whatever it is that their culture ig
aying to you. The style, the jnevitable of fspirng of symbol and wisdom, the
ofiag out of the culture comes right back to support or challenge whatever it is
Rt cilure ig to that man. The style will eventaully ceall wisdom into play to
. pilenge his symbol for instance. Going back to today's society and the cultural
| e impalance. This lemon squeeze we call culture is out of whack and has collapsed.

EﬂﬂWﬁLTh% donination of the edoncmic has created a society in which running efficientliy.
LB taying to, has become the rezson for existence. Where the shiﬁ is going is
relevant, or where man is going has become lest somehow in the preocceupation with
tting the job done. Means, means, means, Ends are unknown. Even within the
coflapsed cultural part of society you can see a manifestation of this in terms
of(the great gift we have of wisdom. Wisdom is tyrannizing the nuklural agpect
soclety. Wisdom is defined by a man's technicdd knowhow. Wisdem is knowledge
bgt can be put te practiczl use in the conomic or the peliticsl. | Wisdom as it
wflates to philosephy is nonexistent for most people. Wisdom as if relates to

@ or style does pot exist, theve is no room for Kt . The result of 2

. or warped or reduted wisdom section of culture has created a son in the

fogm of siyle that veflects his parents peculiar nature. Style has become a
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nege of o dominant of a dominant, technical wisdom parent. It's been veduced

‘g become a panicky precceupation with me and mine, and 2 selfigh context

Fades in terms of man's style today. You know the old expressicn, "who's
Firgt" when gou come down to talking about people in sociesty today, their

iles are all slipped over. There doean’t seem to be any relationship between
Heft age group and the role they’re supposed o be playing, at least in the
egtabiishment. The youth all over the world are shouting ocut about us, about
thHeir lies. I%7'a not peculiar abeut this country. It happens everywhere.

o old people are restless. Their gums are flapping. Their teeth are clattering.
Ther: is gomething out there and they'me concerned about how they might find
wlatever 1t is that is out there that might give their own lives meaning. The
tabiished adult is frantically trying to keep the kx1lid on all these nblmik
wellious people, and while he's trying to do that he has the same preoccup-~
tion with his own life that the youth and the elders do. He too wants meaning.
14 There are some trends that are easily recognizable, that are public know=
lgdge today. OErtainly wisdom ie under the gun in terms of education. Youth has
usiioned technical sducaticn as a god. The established adult who 1s badidcaly
relved in a vocational crisgis, in vocational deepair, is lookipg for, and
adnlng about and talking abDUL to an extent that he hasn't hefbﬁa. even

s ar% a naive participatn in, like my friend in New YOrk was, abput mesming.

¢ ve know the desperate flight of the elders which ironically, but almost
thotically, is becoming a vary large segment of our population, because man's
chrical ability has kept man dlive so that now the elders are going to have %o
‘n terms af numbers, & group with which to be reckoned. There's some new
vlcs we've seen, some of them obvious, the dress, the hair, and so forht.

+ there are some sericusz ones to which we have to give some credence, that is

y terms of the revolution going on inm what I call culture. The yo"th are

:ising hard, viable, tough questionsabout all of society. They are participatory,
ey are ceady to put out, they ytravel, they study ofher Ensinma cultures.

ww that at no other Lime in our history have sc many people known so much at
ich 2 young age about what the establishment figures they sho 't be concerne.d
heps is a radical upheavel in the family, even the families that are still
ihily controlled and concerned in terms of the female participation in their

n 1ife are bhuffeted by the winds of change. Obfdassly, even in these families,
e pavent-child relationship ¥k is radically different than it was in the paat.
a; in the twantketh century there iz an opening up that is taging place in

¢ minds of 2 great meny people of many sges of the poassiblity of 1 the richness
_____ .. f lifs and the potential of man. Questions are being raised. |In the

| THE Home there's a certain parlalysis. They are back down tc man and his family.

R

g DOMESHC | he o vepage men teday has been brought up or dducated in a society which has

! PARAL 13h rained him in & very hard-nosed way to be an economic seri. It has trained

e T 5-1 1o make moaey, it has trained him to survive, it has given him means.
Lp.mid {“ﬁen he leaves his place of formal education, and actually partigpates in the

usiness community or whatever community he is In other than teaching he is

Motaly lsmersed in whateyver kind of training he gets in the economic. I
‘UI‘P’SBI for me an example h§ wRag todavaou n%o _g to call to ggnd the

last time I had a conversation with another man that was mums wmg meaningful.
fou hnow scmetimes a pracfxca. person, well like most of us are I[;m sure, cau
m) Ly come to & polnt of realizing what hac happened to him by asking a ailly
egtion like that - vwhen did I last talk to @ man about something that was
"pJVA.;\i, and I would divoms: from that an important conversation if it
Pelated to & busiress skill o whatever. But when was there authenticity, or
gontont, or totality cr meaning in a conversation that I've had with another

flan. We all want intes r * i e
T We all want jpteseity. Intengrity is a watchword, a byword, a catch phrase.
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ne gozl that we all picked up when we were youngsters that has to 4¢ with
iyiung. But I think ag we grow up 21l men want integrigy, even in a distorted
inag¢ ¥as we think of it today, that is intagrity relating to morality or
honegiy. The integeity of authenticity, when man 18 really what #x he is, is
gomefhing else again. Mest of us are trying to find Integrity operating out
of a|context Inheprited by us from our forfathers in a society that is empty,
and ge iive a life of immediacy. We are reacting, constantly wauwitexk
rescling to whhtever life throws at uz in a glven way. The endz of our life
to 09T precccupy our time.

fmally oy logic, what manls logic could tell him, the smaller| the unit,
ewer there are, the closer you ave to them, then logleally rappoert,
ivegiion, pmEar peace, wimm personal euthenticity are more readily attained
FAMILY |2nd pealized. Is that rightt T submit thet it might be wrong, for i€ the
smaijer unit were to consist of fewer pecple with whom you are in close contact,
ias nade up of irdividusls whose roles are confused, whose education-;nd training

.

has fsnored the ends and for this group of people is supported by a gocietal
contgut squdlily shallow, and within those p2ople there is no copperstone for

sppeing thedr ilves, for living up to their possibilitles, then logically
then|this swaller unit can become the whole of its pavrts, intensified in terms
e negative and the ¥acuous. And I would submit that in today's| families
LLLAPSEO les as we knew them hava collapsed. These same imbalances that permeadte
ROLLS ty exist in the family, and naturalyy so. What happens in the Family is
TmT=that|eli the 1lls ia society hit a man head on and all of a sudden it's happening
to hym end not to the other guy. Future shock. If the society were ill and
) co2ld come homeand find scme kind of comfort im his family it would be
& grpat boom to him. But to expect the family to be different than the socisty
in which it exists is probably somewhat unrealidtic and it isn't so, that is
the family dees reflect the focioty. It is caught up in the pace of| changes
that| impact the muthless role playing. The family without context is no longer
no yiace like homs" The lord of the manor is challenged by his serfs, his
chiigren push him snd make hiz life uncomfortable, in sonme cases hisl maiden
. Aoes| the same, and the relationship that a man has to his wife, the covenant of
e SjmarrLag@ ia called,d and is a contract legally, and perhaps today too many

) of T
{ Fie the

| nengeople wno ars marpied consider that the covenatn they have iz a covknant between
Li£"53g|tﬂﬂ people, that s a contract, easily broken, cancel without not.iee}E acted cut
T Tundep economic imperatives, personal benefit, mild hedonism even in & good family.
In ofner words, it's a reduced ons-to-one relationship without the %ﬁo having
anytping which they can mdake relate. WYhatever commitment they have is inverted.
Sex s engaged in by individuels as opposed to being erented by two people deeply
commftted by €o scme meaning beyond themselves. Within the family the result of
this| imbalance In terms of the cultural aspect of family life resulied in 3 very
|obvipus atyle crisis. You know the old image of a man being the king of his home
56 |or the king of the castle is sariously in question today, zud the tles are
‘“513%2¥§=-~hﬁf@ %G oome Ly, and the bygone days are in a sense a little bit gode, and the
P cilhtarhreleiont of n operates is ge no longer valid, {4 doesn't hoid,
neprsepihieproy out of which any man operates ls gone, g s
ke j2nd There is en abyse that man encounters, like, you remieber ke in the roadrunner
T eavijpons , the wolf who is forever trying to get from one cliff to ajother and

finding that Be iIs not going to make it z3 he comes to that particular realization
whidh we czll felling, and as you translate this into the family life today.
Han [Finds comfort ia one thing end one thinz alone in the position |of the wolf
and [that ig 2 he looks arournd him theve sve countless golves in the same
e 003 JElon, keeping him company. Sooner or later the overwhelming Fa¢t of the

joke. There
Family. 1
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ance of cur ilves can address you. Life can become almost a

sees to be 4 place to anchor it in your #vocation or in you
e mozt insidious aspect of this meaningliessness is the sy
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¢ accept At a2z his Jife, and to gay that's the woy it ie [fodav.

SR gvsn Tho RIeT GNIRBD P wwist gust logleally cowe To the [puint
shedle he soke a question velativae %o an altermatize. How, thers iglan
laitdyastive, Man caa accept end affinm who he i® and whers he ie the

pay [things are today. He can acsept the fact that the only reality iz change,

’1 gqun ascept the fact that painful ambiguity ia his lot, etersally so, and

_ ‘\ftSlfﬂlf' ﬂhﬂﬂ & man accapts that much of hls lifs, there is a poﬁaibility for hinm to

be free aud at least to be open o the possibility of o new style for hiwself,

S _tand & pew siyle for als famlly wberein euach member can contrilute and susiain

the [others, having acceptad his or her position, whatever it may ba|at that
peigt in n.im. And if one were to artioulste, transiate this acc,ep ance imte
lewag kind of meaning, he would hav eto za§ that he is goling to live outside
himgelf or hersslf and that life encompasses more than an individual human

beigyae Life or those immediately adjacent to him. Now if a man's style is
sxpdnded bayvond that which 1t was, which was reduced becase society reduced
it for him, thez hisz community becomes the globe. If a family in D

was y then the worid is a community. Row that's not idealisite. Th

¥y 're going 9 ba. And the decigion here Is golvg to ba to stay ' tsiae and
ponelder the word selfulese better than self-igh, and to peap the kind of
grds that the expanded style exposes one to, It a.l.'s.ous & men t¢| go back to
Isnags of the man who mads the wings, the bands, that allows a man to go back
thataver his job is, be it a lawyer, a sales manager, an industrizli mapsger,
fhatever, lwth ons thiag going for him and that is that his life| is bigger
thap his job. And he's told himself a story that enforced that. is allows
him[to be intarested inm his work, to be participatory in his coapany, to impact
fve there with hia style. Bacause he's got a secret. He's got & life. not
a jgp. 4&od that job is part of &&f his life.

THE  jHow|if a man has come o this point he is zaying yes to a lot of things he said
NI el 4 rafers, one of which has boen mentioned is his willingness to| particpate

o iz Bls expended style. He actuelly belicves that he can engage with his 1ife
MARRAGE [ahan ever his iife touches &nd that be iz in fact a part of the histerical process.

And

:
Bie

|51‘, of & pudden his heawt baats, and his beins begim to pulse with the kind of
$4 that wskes him feel alive. He's going to put out Coming back to his cagtis
nowl or his home, theave is, or csn he & wa¥ms new covenant with hig wife. It
san|be an unbsaakable covenant. It's 2 covenant together that tramscends the
rc»}{ti::mhip batween the two pecple involved because the covensnt is with what
thej de with thelr lives. Thay have a covenant with scmething beyopd themselves.
A mgn would have a mission in his mawriage to go something beside getting his

wifp to Llke.him, Perhaps his mission would be to bring hie wife off in histery
to get whataver ghoe might be out in the world. To be concermed with what she
cau[be rethor thon her relationship %o him. She might even bubble a littla with
sdvpoiure. The intimacy in this l¥km kind of relationship in marriage is a kind
of hl:;vhtfu&. prige, a sexrstsharing. There iz a ring in terme of the marriage
gympol of significance. Thers is a new neaning and adventure in everything thet
mau| and that women do together. There is & new gewual rslationship, imd that Is
not|all bad. A new man is horn in that kiod of marriage. He had | 2 glint in Ris
gyel, he cavas about all of life, he is secured In his veletionship &n to his wife
a-ndrhia chiidren, and he is confidant of his cwn selfivod. He i 4 miniadventurer.
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ﬂloﬂ#if a fanily wers to have this kind of style, having & reason that trasn-

cnefisd the famlly's wellimg being sod security and so Fforth, it Ho\Tld become an

|

| |
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an edventucous family. Obviously it would be the result of the kind
participation that took place in that unit of individuals, and would
eehm e wirpor whatever decision they had made. They would bring rels
fnto ,ng because there was a mesaing to the relationships uxistiné

we hive uean chnllengnd or whetever Ry our times, to make a docicioﬁ dbout our

been waﬁ ed to the wark, we have been askad to he true ©o the possiblitles that
sxiat iIn ouwr lives, and that'& exciting.




