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HE NEW INDIVIDUAL AND THE NEW--SQCIETY SAN FRANCISCO
YOUTH SECTION FEB. 26, 1972

THE ECONOMIC PROCESSES AND TWDIVIDUAL VOCATION

(Maureen Jenkins)

To give you & pleture of the weskend would be something

like this. Last ngght wersaised the issue of how it sis in our ,
day you come at . . . ksocial change. What kind of visions of

the future do you have? relative to just the way human beings

». I was m in a biology class at the end of last gquarter and
Peopls started talking sbout biclogical rewolutions. It's wild

when you think about genes coming out of tesitxtumam tubes, electronic
brains ,to human brains; and we had to come back at the end of that
particular session and ask what it was about humamness that you could
tell when some.sort of electronic and wired up thing was a human being
mnd when it mamsmkix was some wild creation. You are clear when you
look at the wagy society is shifting around, the way technology is
shifting around, it is almest like you need to come back and say,

at do I mean by man®%x that would be the one around whom is

thie social change, that would be the one around whomsmy whole

4l
The way that David raized that last night was with the question

of human nature, the four pillers,--the fmmiswmy tension of male/female,

fality with the different triangles, the differnet age phases that

you find yourself in the midst of, and just the way people tend to be

able to stand apart from their situation and look at it, evaluate it.

Today we are going te talk about the issue of mar and soclety.
Having talked some about what we mean by man, how do we talk about
map as he operates in a group. This morning we want to talk about
+he issue of vocation and how it velates to the economic worid. Whers
ot yukakw lay down your life in terms of vocgtion tends to reddte
'“to| just your vasic sustenance, tends to relate to mot only your
bread and meat, but just keeping society in being. Maybe the gkind
of| question you ridse there 1s, "What will the future be?! The way it
mes to me is, "What is my future to be?" Then we will raise the
pstion this afternocn of responsibility. How do I go about making
decisions in the midst of this wildly changing world? It comes probably
most frequently in the area of the political.processes in society,
. where wild ® shifte going cn, and you just find yourself asking in the
mifdst of abortion and in the midst of the black revolution, in tha
oht of the Chicano revoluticn, in the light of the youggh revolution, and
» esonomic revolution arcund the world, "How do I be respensible for
this society? What is the future of society to be?" As that comes
to| me, What is my relationship to society to be? What kind of stance
1 I be sble to take in the midst of all this chacs?" Then this
evening we will deal with the issue of style, or the cultural.processes.
We!llaskthe question, "What is the future meant to be?" "How do I
participate in the future of humanness itself?" Vhat is my relationship
to{ man, in the broad?" -even evolution, if you want to talk about
that. Symbol, or destiny, will be the category that we will use
for Sunday. On the other side ofhuman nature, or hunanness, and
soclety today, Sunday we want to take & look at how that procaess of
soglety gets focus, or how iltm gety *otes
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talked zbout and held in being, andk how might it - - - -~
held|in being as we face the kind of fuivre ahead of us. 'I'ne isaue

in the socialm process is that of symbol. =I'm not sure how to come

at that, but something like, "Wh&t does the new world requirve?” "W How
woul@ I come at the creation of the new worldd in such a way that

I copld participate in the richnass of that, in such a way, in fact,
that |there wouldls be a new world?" A lot of people have very serious
guestlon about whether that is ever going to happen, whether there
will |be a way for that gort of thing to come off.
there are '

I suppose that at every poifiigthose sociological or sccial quastions
the future, But we also want to ralse at the same time how it is
individual that I struggic-end-appreach-that-pariieniap approach
ruggle with that particular socizl sk issue. and we will kind
goeing back and forth between how the social mm comes and how that
at me individually.

This moming we are here with just the issue of vocation, or how
ia the future going to be. How is my future going to be, my next §

, My next 10 years, next 20 yvears. I guess for me that comes
particularly in the area of job and the area of achool. Once you

at that question. For me, to begin with a w little tale. I first
begay to come to comsciousness of the question of vocaticn sometime
when [ was a freshman in college, which just goes to show how slow

I am.)] I showed upa at Berkely in the fall of '64, I was supposed g0
go on a library tour where they take you all around the library and
show you where allik the %ooka zre, and show you how to get books

out, end I got half way the librawy tour.where Scragkls Hall
was, exd which was right at the front part of the campus, it was my
Fivgt| big day at the university, and I was excited about all this atuff
and thinking about all the groups I could get inwvelved in, and

I got| as far as Scragkle Hall, and there was thisz mob of pecple,

and they were yelling about free speech movement, and they were getting
all thess songs together, to go march and hold a ralley to hmimgx wake
other| students aware of the fact that education had collapsed at the
ity. It was sort of like the day I walked In, pecple had
decided that things had collapsed aslveady. I went to the library tour,
they weren't holding it because there was this wild stuff

going| on. Nobody was Interested in geing to the library because

hing had mcollapsed. I felt sort of cheated at first, bux

es andk triéd to figure out what was going on. and try to
grades wp. I decided by the end of the yesr, that so far
couldsmz see, they were »ight. Egucation, az far as anything

I could find that was helpful to me, had pmtty will= collapse. 1 could

srtainly I had thoughtthat would be the best place.I muldn't fin d
where issues that spoke to life itself got vaissd. People were
coneeyned about how classes had to do with the Marxiszt revolutiom back

In the 1840's, whether we were using tactices parallel ©€o those of the
Harxigt revolution, in some desert plain in the 1840's. And you'd

sit #|and try to figure out whkat that hadt todm do with fust going to
school® every day.
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hat that hadk to do with anything I was everx going to do in the
Ffiture. So I decided thet what I would & do while I was going to
school was toget myself a job down in West Oakland. I went down
and got a playground director job through the Oakland whmatikom recreation
department, andthey had this great playground which was fantastic.

It was in the ghetto is West Oakland. The previous two playground
directors the children had run off the playground. They said, "We
need somebody in here who can vealoffer possibilities to these kids.
:% Who the kids won't run off the playground. We need someone who

en sdt up the kind of &ka program that the kids will be excited
about, set up things that will give them a way to emrich the kind
of public school education they are getting." And I thought that

as a great possibility. I went there every day and 3:00 and opened
»p the playground, and started my program, and they would steal my
wtarials. and put them in the trash can. And when I'd close they'd
ay, "We can't find the basketballs today. We can't find any of the
sper you put out for the art thing. We can't find this, that, and
he otherz thing." #pad,Thsdngo pbkmexen?t And I'd close
rhe playground and go back on the bus, and they wouldg get everything
of the trashcans. and take them home.

S IR DO R S S

The other jcb I had at the playground was trying tok keep

e 9 and 10 year olds from =t ppxmhenmicabd sniffing glue
behind the portables. And it struck me after sbout three weeks at
hat §ob, that somehow, trying to get any kind of excitement, any
kind of creativity at that playground, was more than I could figure
olit how to do. I showed up one day and I sent one guy home. "You
are going to be responsible tog your peers on this playground, namely,
you are going to quit beating up on the other kid, or you are not
going to come to themm playgrownd." In about half an hour Mama and
the kid come back and Mama pulls a knife on the kid because I had
sent him home. And it dawned on me that I was not interested in
sending too many more kids home.if that was what was going to happen.
I|wasn't too suve whether she was going to pull a knife on the kid
or on me. and I wasn't sups what was worse.

AT RS s LA A R

It seemed to me that even the possibilities for having a creativee
job had somehow folded befors I got there. just 1like school had.

That summer I had a chance tog %a go to Chicago for some econvention,
at a Christian student group was holding, and they sent me this
letter that said they wanted me to come because I was from Berkeley.

at that was an exciting place to come from. And I didn't know what
they had in mind, until I got there. And when I got there they were
gb excited to have somebody from California. It was just such a
fantastic thing. The third day, somebody, one of the leaders of 'the
ference, sat me down and said, ¥Mz 'Oue of the reasons we wanted
u to come was that you were from Berkeley where the FSM was. You
re out there in California where a lot of stuff has beem going on
with blacks. We'd like you to give a talk to tell us what things
need to be like in the Ffuture, because back here there haven't been
y changes in the campuses, there haven't been that many changes in
the ghettoes, and since you have been engaged in all that stuff, you
uld tell us how to move, because we are clear that nothing is goimg to
ange in our campuses in the midwest unless someone tells us how to
erate.l
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[11 tell you, I was terrified. All of a sudden it struck me that
those people were stupid enough to think that I knew zcomething.

hey were so dumb thinking that just because I was at Berkelsy--
0,000 students--that I kmew something about how te do that. I

lad never done anything except stand at the aside of scme of thosa
rallies. and try to look like I kmew what people were talking about.
411 I had everyg done in the ghetto was try to kemm figure out how

do keap the kids from stealing basketballs. They sald, "We want you
e tell us what things ere 1like in California so that we can know
hat to do."

At the same time as getting scaved, it dawned cn me that if I
didn't say something to them about what was going on, things probably
naver would change on their campus, things probably never would
mefmznim bagin to break lcose, beeause nobody would have the kind of
si«ms that somebody, before I ever had showed up, had had. They
would navar understand what I wmeediz had leammaed in the ghetto.

I guess for me, that was the question: "Well, waz I im FSM or not?”
and finally, you see, it was a decision. I could have said, "Well,

ps I was there at the rallies, but I den't know what was going an."

I could have said, "As far as I can see, this is what was going oa,
and this is what it means for you.” It was just a decisiom. It struck
¢ that that decision was more than just giving a spesch. That q'ecision
hadto do with my whole life. They were asking me to say who I

us., Shax and that was a declsion. They were akhing me to way 'Hhat

I'd gay that the struggle with the economic, the struggle with
peation comes at that point, that behind my aschooling, behind my
bb, behind struggling with things mukdpmem collapsing, was that
sticm. Haybe it comes as, "What is my future to be? What is the
ture o be?" Just that question.

There is a fellwwm nemed Kazantzakis, that I think wrote rather

8 like this: "For you are not only a slave. . . ."
sujppose 1t's somethi.ng like that tbat when I finally gave that talk,

For those--i‘t: stil.'l. comes tome as som‘: of stupid--for those chmctem
Chiagago.

The question was, where in all that socialm process, where :l‘rx
those changes at Barkelsy, whers in all that ghetto, is Msureen? | Where
i3 my particulsr self-hood in the midst of thex kind of struggles that
I f:lnd? Or what will thers be hecause Mamreen was there rather 'than

v, or somebody elzed That kind of struggle.

Fell, you see that that particular question is raised in a

iole number of diffevent arenas. In the nidst of the social process
here is economic, political amd cultural. It comes as just a struggle
hat every man has every day, with how we participate im the soclal
pocess? Gatting out my particular wnigueness isn't seme kind of
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thing| that I go out and do on Saturday night. That's a matter of
how I| get on the bus in the mormning, whether I drink coffee, tea,
or chocolate, or whatever, ccol-aid, for breakfast, That is just
everyday kind of decisions. And those decisions show up first of
economic, foundational kinds of things. How do I sustain
How do I stay alive? How do I have enough clothes on so
I donlt feeeze to @ death? They are in every soclety. Corporations
in this society do the same job that I do when I decide to have

a cup|of coffee in the morning. That is, they just keep life

If there weren't somebody to grind up coffee, we wouldn't
have it in the morning. If there weren't scmebody to butcher meat,
we wouldn't have it. The economic process is the foundational ome
in every society.

en the struggle comes in the arena of the political--the communal
¢ in society, just to struggle wibth how we get organized.

all be eating, but if we cannot make decisions in a social

group, or in a family, or even in this room, we just have no way

, we are just bpggled. People tendk to wipe each other

ight and left. That kindof struggle is always there.

en there is_the arena of them cultural. or I guess you could

ut this as illuminating, that is puttXing light upon, dynamic.
Or just the kind of art, the kind of langusge, the kind of literature,
the kind of stories, the kind of images that the culture operates out
of. It's almost as if i{f I don't have these kinds of sukim stories,

I don't even bother to eat. I don't have any reason to. I domn't

bother to make decisions. I don't have any reasocn to. do that.

It's t like here,are the zma sort of pictures, the sort of tales
that keep me going. My father, who used to say, "Always remember who
you are and what you represent.® Youa are a Raflkesk." I'm not anymore,
but -+he hadd definite things in mind when he said this is what it
means [to be a Rafior, out of which everything I do in terms of economic,
everything I do in terms of politicalg goes on.

d you know how society does that. He are the people that stand
individuality, and freedom, rather than somekhing else.
That kind of dynamic iz always there.

e want to look today at each of these, but this morning particularly
at the economicpm pole, amixiiwikx The economic, is, I suppose, the
arema|in which 1ife itself iz sustained, It is that without which

thers |would be no reason for society to be, there would be no(unifying) (?)
at all. There would be no life. The cconomic also has a foundational

e, the resources, or jsut the different things without no economic
g8 would be able to go on. Here are trees out of which you make
andfm furniture. Here are groceries out of which you make

cakes (and cookies. Here are natural gas, without which you don’t

have that kind of power. --That sort of just basic stuff cut of which
1life gets created. Then there is production, or the pulling together

flour|and sugar and eggs amd milk and gets my sister and I ingo the
ketchen and says, "We are now going to make cookies." Without the
re80 you couldn't make cookies, but if you didn't have some troocps
re, working with the stuff, you would never end wp with cookies.
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en there is the issue @f -- and probably this is the key one today--
of ohubdimg distribution, or, you have the cockies there, snd who
gets them? You get a certain gross national productim coming out of a
nation, who gets it? ¥mx There is a certian amownt of wheat in

e world, who gets to eat it, and who doesn't? And on what
basis do you make those kinds of decisions. It ls in the economic
sphere that many memxkswsnghm of the kind of struggles that you see
ih the world today originate. Like, perhaps the greatest struggie
ik how to come to terms with the economic process at a time when it
has come off, magnificently. One thing you can say about the U.S,
is that we mmxm can manage to do most anything, eecnomically. And
that's no mean thing to sniff at. People always used to say to me,
so-thirds of the people in the world are gtarmiing to death. They
76 to bed hungry every night." That's a horrifying kind of thing
to think sbout. It struck me the other day th:t relative to the sweep
of history, there has never been a time In histery when one smmuiopm’
sinshmxpeny  large group of the people in the worid didn't go to bed
mgry every night, up wtil about the last 50 rears. The military
dustrial complex, or whataver you want to callkk 3t, for all of
s--the way we talk about it as being wicked, ¢r something, .
névertheless manages to kesp ome-third of the piople in the world
*rom going to bed hungry every night. That kint. of thing is just

Or you think about in amcient China it toc!: wiNDENNBEBERER
nine peasants working literally their lives iway--most of them
sre dead before they were 30--working to suppot cue guy dealing
with the culture. ALl of the art, allef the wl.d stories out of
ina, all of the literature, all of thak fantatic paintings and
sases andgk statues, czme out of this one guy, who could never even
e the time to do that if it weren't for the :‘act that he lived
9 peasants supporting him.

In our culture it is sort of like, two pecjle can work to enszble
X eight to deal with the cultuve. It only take: me 20% of my toral
{fe in order to produce what I need inm order to live.for the whole.

You lock at the kind of focus in skm terms of the future, relative
to leisure. People talk about a four day week, a fonnzhenmmingyz s1x
hpur day, a four hour day, rokating years ,~~thcse kinds of possibilities
are already being broken loose, because the ecnomic dimension has
gotten the kidn of power that it has. And yei, that old economic,
because we have worked so hard on it, the foecis of the whole social
Cess . i e

Or, I experience education as just ecnplately meaningless.

1l was interested in what Jean was saying lasi abm night sbout ‘
ding yourself in school with this stuff s oved on you that is not
articularly engaging. I hadam a studenmt whe was in a class with me
the other day say, "The thing about school that gets you is that you
think, somehow, that you ought to be motivered. You ought toxas

ure sbout it. Somehow they ought to preset stuff that interests

te ,that motivates me. And yet, I show up, md all that iz getting
out is things that I can use relative to X filling a place somewhere.
in this sort of socieal procsss.
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On I £ind nyself being confronted with the possibility of
vocational training, or I cam go on to college. I can get a skill,
or I can get some kind of wisdom. And once I show up in college
I find out that even this talking sbout wisdom bacomes in itself a
kind of skill. Just sit in English class and try to raise amn
{saue that is not in the genmeral run of thinking sbout aparticular
play on poem. I tried to do that one day and it was completely
ridiculous. I had the whole class in stiches.because they couldn't
make semse out of why anybody would want to raise an issue that
some eritic kemisoht hadn't raised before, why amybody lkmdmkioe
would paise an issue sbout what a play had #m todm do with just your
omn deaision-making. B Amphapx Plays are not for that, you know,
plays ave for enjoying, like eating chocolates. You go to plays
and you taste a little one over here amd you taste amother over there,
and then you know about plays.so you can sound like any somtiznf born
cultured sort of & person. You find yourself in situaticms like that
md encounter again somehow, even in the midst of the educational
process itself, that the economlc tyrannizes.

Where did you go to schocl? In the immer city, or the
suburbs? If you went to school in the suburbs you have about am
85% better chance #m of being able to read, than amybody who went
to schoolim in the imner city. As far as they cemn tell, that doesn't
have anything to do with your race, that dossn’'t have anything to do
with your ingelligence. That doesn’t have anything to do with who
your parents are. All that has du todm do with is that there is =
whole lot more momey, interest, fascination, and experiementation
put into suburban schools than are put into inner city schools.
That is just the way it is. How do you talk about allowing education
tog go (oo in a way that can free up society when you find yourself
just in the midst of every day being cme who is being trained to
participate in this sort of malaise. Andk indeed, you do find yourself
participating in this es sort of malaise. It is like I find sitting
in classes probably the best thing I can do is either decide to
get a good grade and achievs, smmmemdx in order to succeed, or I
cin 8s:™W » Ay (WA NS SR TR S R T T A R S "I'u hav. nothing to do
with it. I won't be victimized by that kind of system.”" But in either
way I am being victimized, whethsr I say yes or whether I say no.
I just [find myself reacting to that grading system.

he absurdity comes, I suppose, when I find amk that trying to
tazke new experiments iwmxmemememx here has become sort of a patchwork
senbxefmkhdngex little thing. "We have a fantastic liberating structure
at my school to do away with this kurmihimc horrifying stratification
of the umiversity. by allowing people to take one pass/fail course
every mxmm quarter.” Somehow, one lousy pass/fail course where you
worry whether you are going to pass or not, is going to counteract
the whole society's propensity to find out whether you got good grades
or not. It is some little bitty band-aid a tackad onto a socimal
problenm that is much deeper than the university itself. Or: "We are
going to have discussion groups in this sociology chass, and all these
other classes you sit down there and they lacturette you, and you
have to read books. In our class we are going to sit in little groups
and talk." And sc I get in a little group amnd =it down and & talk,
and the fellow across from me said, "What shall we talk about?® I've
never been in a group where we had to talk before.# In fact, I don’t
know if I even 1ike it. It is much easier when we could git in &
big lecture and jmmt take motes smds sleep. This is kind of a pain.”
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How |do you begin to struggle with, or begin to get kalkixmi a

handle on = change there that might have some depth to it? Something

4 than, "We'll fix it up a little bit over here, a little bubble gum
the collapsed pipes over there, and a little glue over there, and

bq that maybe thmbzmidi things will work better. Thehchimdmaef

That kind of trouble comes in just my own relationship to the
socilal process that I find myself in the midst of. Than when

1 find myself becoméng clear about that collapse, it begins to

. You find that the whole héppie tendency was this, that I

am going to talk about. You ssgmx £ind that you wamt to say, "Well,
see 1f I am going to put up with that.” The way I will just talk

ut my self-hood will be as one who just says, NO to this

ggle with = being in the economic. I'll just say Zmxk No to

iz the one k who £inds himself living out of, baing trained in,

ig tyrant, the economic. Why, in fact, I'll just drop out of

nol. That will fix them.And if I drop out of school, I won't have
articipate. And then instead of being in school, I try to find
oma other little thing that I can focus on. For my sister, what

sahow, there was something significant in doing artwork, that would
helpful. And I visited her apartmsnt sbout six months ago, and
» was Marilyn dn the mm floor, making macromay (?). On the
wall there were wallhangings, wrownd wall hangings, squave wall hangings,
24 with rocks in them, some with wood in them. She is making
oom dividers out of macromain. She has little flower pots covered
with the stuff, belts, purses, anything you could possibly want,
and [she just sits there In the middle of the room, mmking macromnain,
Somghow, she says, "This is the most boring thing & I have ever done
my time, but at least I domn't have to Soufpoinrin EnanyxeiaEh
deal with being somehow stuck in school or in a job. I just sit
8 and make macromain , dEubapRCAEINAIRNECIRRIRIETN and try to make
3 meet. The absurdity, just trying to decide to get out of that,
And leven then, old Marilyn has got to figure out a way to feed herself,
so ghe works as a waitress.

(25 o ~ e 14

How do you begin to get a way of taking a relationship to your
participation in this tyrant that has some kind of depth to it, that
has |some sort of life in it. I have friends,kkmk from my younger
days, who were in the free speech movement. They said, "What we are
to do with our lives is be revolutionaries. We are not going to
cipate in this system,"zskX One guy had a mastera degree in

mies from Harvard. He said, "No, I could go into the university,
but [that is a destructive system. X could go into business, but that
even more destructive system. So what I will do is create ny
own |style." And he works at Safeway as a checker, and he has the
fastest cash register in the Safeway on Cerry in San Fremeisco. You

leok, and you say, there has to be something more authentic than

) being that kind of--for me, Al is a zombie. He just sort of

walks around dead, saying, "No, I won't see it, I won't participate

in {t. All I'1l do is run my cash register faster than amybody eidse.d

in the whole world, and get these people in and out of the supermarket.”
How [can I get, somehow, life in to thet struggle, more than just

we g a conservative suit mwwmwhsow every dasy somewhere in business.
or Being a do-goody student, or just being a zombie? What alse is there?

erme of possibility?
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At that point you just find yourself frantically arcund, mnoving
prounex, up inMavine County somevhere, friends that teok off

gpd-awfuls places, like Nevada, to ge experiment out there iu the
desert with how they ave golng to live. How do you get a way of|
ding authenticity in wesponse To that question of what will th
Mature be, and how will I be in the fubure?

I have friends who decided, “"Well, if ncthing eise, I can

-
»
o

of vesreate some Little thing. Likk, if T wmuid get retarded
vildren from this particular part of East Pale Alto and work wi
m--20 oFf them--somehow working with those 0 kids will have st
> do with the future.” And you just find wovinwiy somebody powr
haiv whole life, this wmassive fmwew Tonscema:ridmsspiaenlixkids,
ative force on these poor 20 littie kids.that can't even soak
That atruggle becomes a bwsaing kind of question, "What

e future of this respouse to be? MWk EThe only way
B, wvhat is my response to be? \

| One way In which that comes fs, that finally you have nothin
that question.
wiil T bet It is almost like, thone edvcational struciurss, wmnti
vbu ask them a questlon, they den't have anything to smswer but
vat Job, wmeil you demand of it a resporse, doesn't have nythi
swer. but this. Al of the struciuvas of style. all the ways o
being in the Ffuture, have no answer for you but this, elther a
sbuble of some sort, or some kind of estahl shmeat of some sort.|
tfa't you have a nsw question for Rlen. Yeu have a new denand Ffop
X|suppose, is scmethiang like: AlL I have is the struggle to deel
what is needed in the future. Or, 171l be th- one who will stan
that chaos ams as the one who knowsthat the future will be creaié
¢ of what goes on there, Or the cne who is clear enough about)
sruggle to point %o the demand that it be solwd, 0O the one wh
by presence theve is demsnd that newneas come ‘nio belng. 1 gh
\ a way, that is sort of the end of therozd. Thure is no possib
seme kind of great new thing that I am poing hepmip <o plug i
1is etruggle. There iz no possibillty of just the future expec
ning from just saying no to it. How is it that with all of my
restion I stamd in there as one who iz able To keep those quest
b the service of thiész struggle, or willing to see that those q
¢ rvaised In a2 way that has to do with th2 boltom of peoples 11

1| read this swmer, called The New Amevicul Revelution. Ravel s
ywhare you look in the world today, there are wild revolutlon
. You isok in the third world, there are revolitions.
e women, there are revwliuticns. You look at the Western world,
re yevolutions. youth revoluticn, men are changiog all their g
in aducation, there zre changes In economics,
angen every where you look.
Stztes and particularly the revelitions in youth, women
i pmx minority groups, as the plaoce whers the revolutien
wi1l change the world in our time is going on." 1 about went

And T
of my tree when I vead that. First cof all ¥mwmmswm because I wa:

little = $mg job somewheve that is kind of special, that will ki

What is the future ¢f this tyrenny, of this educy
What
I can com

Finally you have nothing but the struggie with ho

e 1
=

b

It is aimogt as if the oanly demamd that is avtbentliec any) |

is almost like I never got over a book by Jezm=lacyues Ravel, |1
You logl

1
But," «dys Ravel. "I'd point 15

To
o

o

find
lack

ething
ing

&
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tional
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b=

0

e

ng that cams o me as
al

e

compietely angry that anybody would say someth
absolptely ridiculous. I closed the book and =
i L wost sedwin  assinine thing that I have vead in wy life. Mo |
place| are things more collapselng tha®k in the U.S. No place are thi

7

in mobe chaos than in the U.S. No plase is the econcuic tyranny of
destrpying human 1ife to the extent as in the U.S." #And finally [ got

to that book after I had got done screaming about it, and Ravell

sald the reason he would point to this particular people as the ones|y
have the most helpful possibiiity of dealing with the future is that

they pre the ones who have confronted the collapse.of all of their
visiopz moat profowdiv. Anywhere you look in the west, wEm outside

,|paopie don't know that the white man is the tyrant over the sls
They have not had that ground into them for tem years. Any vla
ou look, peaple have not struggled in the depths that Americms
viruggled with fa terms of youth, in terms of women, in term of

m m -
alge
hava

educstiong oollapsing, in terms of Jeobs collapzing. He says, it's pep

who hbkve seen all of their Ffutwra collapse who are the onas that rave
the best possibility of zeeiny what is needed, because thay kaow 41l

‘hings that won't wash, they know the depths. the bottom, the |
authehtle human batiom of the struggle ®hnk with those lssues. Yor.

I knoy move about what needs to happen in education than prebibly
most people who went ©o school befove or since Septeyher 20, 19864,

vas the day I showed up, beguase the day T showed up, my wiole
@i collepsed, and there was no way to aveld it. My sister has
spent| five vears at San Frameisco State and woke up one day wmd said,
"You ¥now, I think education is not as heipful as it cnce B w38 R |
iwew that the Flvst davy 1 walked in becawse I watched It fold
{ my feet. That is a fantastiokt kind of poszidility to save,

4nd I|suppose that is a kind of possibility x that no other ganeratiol
has hkd before, no other genevation im history has seem the bottom '
of soplal storles 7o out of being. No other generation has seen that

happeh. No other genaration has had & way to talk sbowt the fast
that fmless you recrsats that botiom, you never gei the structures |

racregted, No others % generation has seen that happen or has thit

| % You can talk about that as a horrible thing o have ‘nap‘pen‘
>u. To be,hionest with you, 1 stiil don't know how to mEke my |
rough a library. I probably wiil. I never have had the chmce

to lekyn degent Tuglish. and likely I won't. 1 % mever have had the
ghanoe to just sit down and learn, you kmow, classical Greek,stulf in
scho Prebahly I never will. Now maybe in 50 years pecple will

againf Buat in the stmictures in which T find myself, that is just |

not the case. T+t is my partlicular moment that has tha possibility of

being| recveated from the very bottom. And Tt's almest as if you 7ing
yoursplf walking avound school every day, deciding, well, imowild

those \students in 50 years need to study English, or not? Will thos

h
d to my husband, "Tha

ielal

L he
o

2

see,

(=]

atudents in 50 yesrs need-- will the wmiversity be required to have
some dther foreign language or no? Today yow walk arcwild, and all
those| things ave there, md they are there just hanging on for dear

life.| Dut the grestion that is just sort of that far wnder the sur
of them is., what iz going to happen to us. You wallk into an

Englith meiwam class and the guy says, "We are e doing an experimel
here.| We are going %o txy this and this and this." Or you go to thi
langupze departument smd say, "7 wamixgm don't want to take these

vequipaments. They are ridiculous.” And they say, "We know that, b
112 have any idea what else we sre going to do. It says here 1
the bpok ,--everyone must have g years of language raqulprements.”
And ypu sav, "Why does it say that?" And they say, "I don't know, b
it jubt says hers om page 36, "AlLL students must have two years of |

tapoutoae eaguirepsnts, b It is almost as if if you gave them 2 raaspnd
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why Hhey should have an arithmetic requirement instead, THEY Wopid
biy say, "Fine, put that on page 36." That kind of possibility
day Ly day. (Participaut question: Wasn't there a reason for
having that language requivement there?) 7 wasn't ever told ome.
sure thzye was cne whenxtheme-was-e- it was created. And there
may well be one today. My question is, out of what reason would T
want fco have a lamguage requirement or not. As I encowmter the schodl,
quiese I give them s veason--like, well, it seems to me that if we arve
going to live in a global world, as we doc (this would be one), maybe
ybody has to have Five years of language. just to be able to
hicate with what is going on. Two years isn't enough. But as ||
rs in the catalogue, éed it's like, It says here in the cataﬁ&Tue

on page 36, that that is what we have to have. (Participant:

eopie that you ask, why should I take this course, why is it

od, they say, ! don't know, because they ave not the ones who | |
deeide, They are Tthe cues who administesmte.) Who decides? (Participant:
'¢ know, I suppose the president of the sollege, or, I'm not ||
but,the board or whatever, but they ave not going to just say (1t

be nime to have a language, they ave geing to have a reason. 18
reasan is, 19ke you say, all through Durope they require two languages,
or sduething like that.beeause when you ave talking %o people @nd yg

i understand them then . .« . o} 5

at, I guess is one kind of illustration. You mugm could ta.“:f
any Mind of requivement.in high schoecl, For instance, you have to g
to four years of high school, in the law--no, witil age 16, That isiin
the slame kindsE of avena. People may have reasons, but wmtil I have

a way| myself of saying &=, what the reason is for my participating,
in the evevy day, some ---veason that got womped up %0 vears ago,
it f€n't going to wash. (Partic: %hat's not up to you to decide |

e to have a couple of years of lamguage, because by the time you
decide you need a couple of years of language, you ave going to be ||
too Busy trying to survive or something like that %o have time to

co ot saR  and study ancther language, and ‘the best time for lea:m:‘i I3
is . |. =c that iz why vhey require things. Maybe they don't understand
whst | vhy they are required; there are reasons behind it. They doult
just lt-;a:j, let's have it.) '
ell, that ig always, ¥ suppose, a struggle. I guess what I
an pginting to therve is not whether nor net some greaixsym mystic
styugture has reasons, mwr because finally, umless thoge are commmicated
into |every student's life, they are not active In the nidst of the |
mivgrsity. How do T get held of, for instance, that word given = |
50 ydars or 100 years ago--for amy particular part of the mnksmwedig educaticnal
styudture, and then recreate it in the midst of today. Haybe toda}'l
Furofean languages zve not enoupgh. Haybe it 1s today that high schopl
wtil age 16 I not enough. Ov maybe 1t is teo much. Maybe you wzmt
to put people four hours a day experimenting with soma job and Your
 a day in school. ALl of those kinds of poesibilities are thers.
aAnd the questionx is, which ones need to teke place? Which ones nee
to g4 on, sc thai wy solleagues im school, so that my peers on the streer,
so iHat Those people who haven’t even showed up in the wiversity ve

a way of participating in it by which it is exciting again, by,v{fhi-:';‘.
- 1s the possibility of 1ife going on there again in a way in which

T, aff leasi, have never experienced. It is kind of liFe, today I w¢ k

A Civele, The Umiversity of ITllineds, and ¥ my colleagues--the is
a phegnomenen at Cirale which is very strange, which is, Do not put f trash

in *He garbage cans; put trash on the fleor. And so, you get into

T mey s . Aheirh Phte size of class . .and the professor walks fm up to] the



KEW INDIVIDUAL AND THE NEW SOCIETY
OUTH SECTION |
CONOMIC LECTURE, Page 12 |

oard, like this, pushing all the garbage aside. You ge to your |
eat and take the left ovar garbage, and coffee cups, and cigarette
ups off the desk, and you sit dosn to have this class, and before
e class has started, it's 1like we have all decided that we ave
n the trash heap. And somehow it struck me that none of us ]
elded-that-that-elass- undevstand that class o be amything more
an sitting in the middle of gavbage, or ncone would be plaaiugi
arbage in the clagsroom. It is sort of like, well, why dom't I
hrow garbage aroumd, since that is all that iz golng on?

What would be the new kind of possibility in which people wpuld
cide that there was something going on there that was wore ‘t‘hab
powing garbage all arcund the room?  AmixEugwess f'

. . offer new possibilities for life toc go on in the midst of those
chools. What would it be like texkux for theve tc be people, for
tance, who saw that classes came off--go everybody is sitting

here, everybody iz about ready to die of boredom, the guy is lecturing
n something, @nd you are all say, "My God, when cam we gel out of
ore?" What would it be like if somebody just went to those classes

|

‘ ; » ploiness, THE ‘j!.n
3 very very dublous in terms of th:! rican |
%'r:ta of {H'e coming inbe i, & gu?;aa: npat is where .3.Ei
would talk aboui the quastion of et 18 my future to |
¢, what is the future of society %o be. t






