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lecture 1

. Iscture I: The Human Being
' {David McClesky)

a
A fewr weeks ago I went to m movie Ekbiim@igxism, and was drawn
in by the spoof, ut in The midst of being drawn in I became gware of the
fact|That I was baing drawn in. And that raised another depih question--
‘what |does it really mean te be a human being? That movie was Litile Big
Man. | Seeing that movie I bocame awarethat yes, I had desires in terms
of what I would really like to do, that is, o go off and live immumsmxmie
pmr}mmm with an Indisn %ribe scmewhere in the world where I could
a.Llybeahmnanbeingagain. But in the midst of my drsams 1 discovered
-Lhat in fact jumiksnmicisinef the guestieon was being raised in the midsi of
ny daily werk-a-day world about what dees it mean to be human i
20th |centuryné world. Or as semeon= put it, our time is in wore need thawn
aver befere of learning of what it means to bs a ¢ivilized man. Therefere as
w2 enter into this couwrse this wesktend that will be really our Fnl;r concern,

ociety that is

to find eut wiak: how we can be the new individuval in the new
emarging in our day. ’
We®vemm entered an era which the whele question ofbeing human has been
T‘\C raisgd again . The dawning ef eur day is one in which peonlé began wiih
SOW\L the Wind eof search fer meaning. It Was as theugh the meanings that we had
LAPLSION 1 earned yesterday ne lenger f£it.kkhe kind of daily worlkthat wr life was

presgnbing. Tt ne longer fit the kind of technilogacal, scientific understan
7 jthat we have of men. and ceriainly as we began to realize thet we

a secular age, we didn®t kmow what it meantfte bs basi human.

3 ity came t0 gus as heing inhuman, and the scientific began teo be

i d gterile, and was only work and ma¥ky vot really touching the totally
of our lives. And so that's the qusstion that we began with,

- lMen teday bave come upon a new way of Ienimpxivmrsmomiiwaiis
M. Bfber [being human, in termsef the kind of amasm% that were IS
HIMAN midsl of those times, in which mean began to raise questions such as,
oMo, [really, am IT™ -or "Whatlkind of identity can I really gras
that |[gay2 to me vho T am bemg:" Those kinds of questions pushad us into
3 hhau man is in f.‘act m sz Sense a veryak absurd exis
gixdresimppaiense | free man. And so we 33ka hat is your
_-.= all abm::l:.z wnat is it for? UWhat is the effect of ewe
sonn other men? The kind of undeyneath understanding benee
¢ind of philosephical queshkicn. if you will, that men are E dealing with
bad tp do neb with how he lived or whal he did in terms of rights and wrengs
or those kinds of moval issues. Iimx wes a deeperqusstion than that. It
do with whai I would like #k& to call, the ontological, the basic.
mst-thereness in life. What is man at the bobtom in terms|of under-
standing that? T would like @lo suggestihaet the way secular have come
; stovering what man is is not to txyim +o deal with it torms of
g far flung abs't.ractien, tutdm  Just to deal with it in terms of what we know

here are really only four basie pillars for me on what mgn is. Man
first of all simply a social being. He doesnt kmow himself axcept over

icind of wnderstanding of van as social or as sociality itselfis thers.
theme m=p other obvieus thinge perhaps that we reed not zloss over is
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That mon| i3 a biolegical mmmiznmx being, & men wWm im a being wﬂ
in [twe and only two msdmmx bioclogical modes-.thore are men, and 4

L s &4 CB,
that therelm bYe cnly men and women. That's a basic therendss in |

cesfjpierce and we meed not really ge wuch beyond that. Bubt in the midst of

beinz thoss, we alse discever thak we grow old. Being 2 man at 203

"c-he Fane 43 ba:rg @ wan at 40 and udt the sams a8 baing a man at 60 There

cultpressd and the way they operated in terms of moving into the o

bopteaeyd men. They veflect, they think, they are self-censcious eb
; ® they ave. Se ths firat aspect aboub man, men 4s sociality,
ad upen us in our time as 4 Kind of iwpBdsicns, that in the milst of all &
chapzes 4nd explesions that are taking place across the globe, the
Memiopt deoper awarensss of whai it means to be within the secial
y hat the human is to be sociall is not, some ethereal semsthing

| anth?opolegy, if you u::.;"_ . Men in ihe Imk lest canbury began 16 @xamine
and| atudy the varieus cultures in ters of the way they opsrated in villsge

ym jusﬁ‘ donft ex..st without the basic rescurces of beimr a human b
Ya] you { n’t get them simply by living in the nidst of them, you g
by *wom vou. get them by ~-go back to the ancient cultures, scrate
oulf of the soil, to be able to exist, and to go om, to bae able to
a cw yeprs.. S¢ thmsasmsssvarious kinu:s of means of production &
into LEl‘Jg that enabie nen to make use of the things that they take
cojeure fn ¥ various forms. Ome of the problems that takes place|in the

nidst of| our work, in the midet of living off the things of the world, the

eafth, ip~-how these get distributed to every human being. How do|those get
teqmsforped into usable goods that wen can make use of and exchangg and own,

and comspre in a way that makes you know of it. We call this usually the economic

arga of [Life. That's just basic to being a human being, that you bave your
zodial. 1ife of the economic world. There is no humanness without that.

‘fhen ap wen struggle to do that, they find that they have to order their
mw. They have to set uwp rules, vegulations, lawa, ways éf saying
no's to one another because they memiki: tend to grasp after more of
goodg oF 'the world than perhaps they arve due. So the politie:
afo beipg as that area which orders our life =i that area in which we decids
§ wa ape going to ordsr our life,, svdciimaddim and finally we

of Hndt s man, what is his well-being, what can enable him to be more fully
wescienfhatxirn e semmehaiminiomenimx  human?being the midst
of [his epon omic basic existence. And so the political avez is igq.ortant arsa
of [of 1iffe that some men giwve all their time to. Yet all men participate in
bofa of pheose areas of life. ‘

fio that in terms
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podmeprekssesdam:  But there is another question that comes m‘ he midst
of living ¢nd ordering your li¥e around the various kinds of consuming things

that |are there. That is that you have to decide on what basis you w"-ll do any

of tHat. (a what basis will you order your I1ife? On what basis wi 11 you
dlgtibute | your goods?of 1ife? ~Therefore the other dimension of life comes in,
whery therg are just wisa ways of doing that men have learned back through the

pastd Sc ye have to have educational structures that continue those |wise ways

in beging. |CGranted, we are alvays hav:.ng to learn century by century a3 to what
better | way would be for the time in which they are lwing, but the educational
ures | of 1ife are lmportant. Then there are ways in which we manifest that,

'@ are ways in which we act it out. There has to be examples of what the

ways ¢f Living them out would be. So a certain kind of style of life comes
ioto beingl The curious thing about all of that is that hwma beings ave such

t L.?.:tm:-'; have to label these things that they are doing, those wise ways and styles
- Fhey qre livings, thamx the kind of economic being, the kind of political

paing that|they are,-~they nsed labels, they need rames, the need symwbols that
y H¢ they, "This is the way I undemtand my socilal existenean” So [the social
proc: fs taltes places. That's what it basically mweans to be human.
Py | but that dossn't happen in sepavated chunks--you deal with ycur economic iife
[t sjover hepe gad deal with your political life over here--they are very much interdependent
et ey always feeding upon sach other. The economic area of life is always
L S elds ', CumpisriER -—-pa-ying taxes, if you will, --to the governmental
£ in order to keep them in being. The political is maintained in society
'+ Ov the pational, or the cultural, the area of labeling and giving
8 Jlife, takes its gmsw ground and is nanifest within the ecanomic.

The efonomie gr'ounds the raticnal procasses of life, the meaning giv
?:f ilduminating life as it is.

I
ihen Yoo the politlical as am arsa of life feeds back against the other areas.

It dafimitg the economic~-it says = what the eecnomic cannot do. It Bays wheve

wen cpnnot infringe on the rights of other men In terms of theri busipess activities.
~=32% We havye had the trust busting and regulatinfs‘indust“'ieu in our time. Those
have fome dut of the political dimension of life. and always dala.mi"; rg that.

“he pplitidal avea also in terms of the cultural guards it, or makes sure that
stoucfures |are kept in being in suech a way that insures thai, we have c}"OOJ.S»\

That pf coyrse is in erisis in our time. Sometimes the political finds itself
uaabif to |guard the cultural, but that's its takk, and it knows that that is

its tpsk.

lbe eyltuval finally gives the reason for being of all the others. It feeds
veanipg info work., It feeds meaning into the laws that ave enacted mhz in order
%o vepulstd i-:.uciety. fAnd finally, it gives 2 kind of divection that fthe whole

soaiefy L.]m‘“ a*Particularly in terms of the political area, it's our cutltural
wisdof and lour know-how about 1ife that pours meaning inte the politileal area,
In other wqrds, we are a soclal being that are always in the midst off creating
soosiefy. Humem beings are such that sociality deesn't just happen. |it’s

@ gocflety dhat has its glves and takes and dynamics and ways of opsrgting, in
which| finally we cemnot identify the society withim any particular cfiture, or
any pprtioylar institution or way of living. Wham
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o when you come to lock at cur time, you £ind that these '.rarﬁcms social

rogasges have taken place in such a way ‘i:hat gome areas of life hdave come to
[predorinate over others. The economic dimension of life in our day as ‘taken
ithe [Lsad in craating a fantastic world, a world of affluencs, a world of
‘recghnological know~how, & werid of fantéstic ways of more work getiing

done| with |various kinds of intricate and elsborate machinery. So ¢
h_aN ,ﬂnk:s ut of the last cai:tm:-y, and the industrial mwlution ther took place

_xt..., articular share. Because of tha't, you ean say that there
of ag¢onomlc tyranny over life. Wmexamimxmx When you try to €
whether o not some entity In scelety is coming off,a» whether some

uate
usiness is

happpning, or some kx family is successful, or whether some individ is metwdo
reaching the kind of social prestige that is mseded--itds usually in eccucmic
tarmp that we measure that kind of success. Or it's mR&EkX filte into the

pus kinds of value systems that we have wntil it becomes
Lives It wags our whole life around.

Al ovar

Hhergas the political area, whose job really is to regulate liffe and give rules
and Aimwtq to the economic, has been vendered impotent in its abiliiy to do that.

n vnsble %o fi.nally contml the way we. m::llize our eccnomle life.

arge out of

Tha
t‘aL“
the jom h rioxs .’m umiversities and ec.ucational arenas of our 15.fe. The political
) =, and

camefpt redlly ﬂegulate them in terms of bringing m society back intp
So if iz yeally impotent. =2 To go into the various gdvernmental st
ane FesSpol s*.bin for the political pmcesses, you £ind that dacisionf are h#’-‘lﬂg
made || by 2z '
scongpnic in
She

In the midst of that the cultural, or those deep meanings that| pe have for
1ife} havy 3 T .
for yhy the weanings of life, the understandings of 1ife, ssam to hgbe gome empiy,
mas| seea to have becom: 2 kind of desert. There's a cultural void |
day. Men praise gquestions about the meaning of their work

anld 'hy thiings don't seem to cperate quidte zs they would like to ha
So hfre is| our times. We ars sociality, yet our soclality has deep Bi
within it. Par't of our job this weekend is to find ways to deal wit that social
izbalance

lagal ol
alongeids men. But thers has been the kind of addressg that that hag kemm made

or claim that has mads upan ue as the sexual beings that we are. We|are men and
woned. There Is somathing about this area of 1life that makes you nst embarrassed
to 2alk abput it. Paerhaps it's out of ouws particular Puritan herdtage, but

it's mot sfimply our culture. Other cultures too are struggling with| this lssus

in agothsr kind of of way. In fact mest of the humr of cur day comps
sexudL x'o..es and the collapses and the successes that avet taking pléce in terms
of wijat maans to be a msn, what it mssns {0 be a woma. Suxmsesigrgincibasiags
:mz:m.mmung
S0 we| ane finding thet cnce again mem iz having to ipsent mmn.| | Humsnaess i

|
aot Jayt o -amti_img that flcate in uwpon mm. Hommness is invented.
|
\
|
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partjenlan soccial procsse, what you find is a men who has certain fe
ities ;| end & woman who has certain masculiéne qualities, but the
cm-!:oilg gy, pays that £inally those need o be kept in harmeaious pez‘é
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ioved| = in our day. It is being questionsd around the world.

afie théreness in being a2 human. that is just necessary. & '

on phvaiclogical terms, we can't explain them on psychological |t
lain| a psychological difference between us. We find we can't @

1 moval terms, or the way we live. But there is samethmg deepsr than that,

Men and women have inherited from the past and im fact find 4
ing|with tewimgxitm agein, there's a kind of paw humamness. tha
’| in the adult phases of life, where men and wowen deal with one another,
the family or in society, and have to mlate in some part Loular way .

them is a3 kind ¢f neuter pericd of life in whic‘h you are
imension. But finally it comes down to a basic humanness |that is there.
1oel xﬂzﬁ struggling in this avea. Hwmx Hocleties wp tmtil vary recent

{ hawve had narticvlar roles for man snd particular roles for war nan. Usually

experimen*ting

7 of| humsnness. To be a woman is a second-class citizen.

it what It means 1o be human what you find is that there is a ll}aie ontology .,

ft's not that there are mem and there are women. There afe also twe

p dupiples in life.that ave utterly necessary to each other. The male

ale ave modes of liwving, if you will. We participate in fhen sometines

ay and somethibes more the other way. Perhaps one of thel pat pisces

vom the past that we have bemm uzing in this avea is the wisdom of the

e oubture in which they ar¢iculated and lived out of the yin/ving undersianding

Leh eness and fomale-ness were always necessery and complems tax-y to

other, There is a difference, and yet the male and the female point to the

and the darkness, they point to the thrust In life and givi.ngf irth fme to

hat| are very crucial to each other. You don't have life wz.i:zput both of
So| they held that together as a kind of complementary dualism. But they

acknopledge the fact that the male has within it the female, ang the femals

ithin| it the male. Op if you lock at zny particular human bem » OF any

pine

agacy, the

pactive.

That uite of-mn has produced a cenﬂ.{ct in 7 part:.cu!.ar htmsan b
found| themselvas in rebellion against being 2 man or in ﬂabel.i.i
. But to rebel againa't that bas;lc ontologgm is mall;
3% yo

+ words, finally life be::ome iife when thesc Zmm are held togetl:v in some
ive tensicm. I'm not speaking here slmsuk simply in biologicall terms again,
ugh ypu 1 can ses how that is present in the biologieal arena--yop cannot have
ithouft the other, and unless the test tubes acceleratz and do their jobs
quickliy than we have imagined, that will cdntinue for some time| to coms.
ind off creative tension has to be menifest. That's rot simpiy gelightful.
im tension. Tension is conflict. IThaws iz an othermsss cvar-} gainst an

+ othalness. Our false wndepstanding of marriage has often been that there
o he poms kind of harmmony that is really wranquility. and you tx&:‘:r find

Aotially there #x ave deep tensions that have to do with the| deep

thalt we have .oifolnerzaEETEcmEnsheveSrems ey halugyn ;
Our dary ancleat bavitacs, our mythology, out of the past all bkght o tell
at. [They seem in the miclents not to hove baen sblde to il .ei‘w.\r:: iz

I
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‘o |commmicate divectly vhat they meant by being a male or |
fenales; but they cobteinly embodied that understanding, even in the myth
1@ |garden, Adam and Eve. The conflict was there and pointing to that.

e Whiat is|this sex ontology? What does it basically mean to be a man today?
tinat ‘,is it |mean to be a woman? We want to talk more about that latew on.
But we'lpe clger about the feminine revoluticn thaﬁhas happenédg today with
ARl {wommen e 14b. | and all the rest. But finally, the real revolution taking place
==new i pot the feminine revolution, but the male rewolugicn. It's a ki
quiet revolution that mig no one hears much about. But it's happend
as thoygh women had thought they had domesticated their husbands, the wale,
but actually |what's heppening is that the male is beginmning to d.z'eam. | Mats
beginning b vhink again sbout being the adventurers in the midst of ghe world.
Ho one knows |what that meens, least of all him--where he can find the |4
Ha seems not|to find it as authentically or deaply as he cnce did.with

neoneills areq or within the political area. So where is it that he willi once
again #lnd his role of being the adventursr, being the ploneer, the ong who is

always |going|out from the home? In fact, the man has been the warrior, the hunter.

:'Eom-e a [peekep always, seeking his meaning, sesking the & next territor

n ke [& his|particular social manifestation again. amd be a kind of vdlen over
.11.;,. ia hag Lest that in our wecent history, and now he is bagmni.ng to dream
oif vecdvering that again.

'@‘h;a HO® i., finding her basic mto‘.cgy over against this. In fa . 1't has

't tiat he bacoming a2 man ia not the solution.im , One of the problems & with
L,n"g\ 1ib.|is that it says in effect that if a woman can do what a a3 does,
thay she will be a full human being. And in fact that is not so, for aven if a
woman Hecomes the president of a mommsgmaig she does not act tha:t out |xikhxeka in the
= of |being as the man does, or if she doss, she loses being feminine, or

i human being. So sha has “o leacnak again what it means |to consarvs,

in the ‘E«:Lch ense that conservingg could ba. She has to lsaym again %0 take a

she iiftie s¢methings that eecur in 1life and create from them in the f3sxiw Fantasztic
ereatifity that she has. She has to leam in every situation to somekby manifest

the kind of pudbliag that calls Smmkk out from thoss around her--hihez women

ard esgecially men, the kiand of adwentwe that is needed in our time.

aily womsn is p;mateﬁ aven than she 1magi.nes. She has tne sace
both the male and the female. That means that she hag that Qg

o:é.” what it means to be human. That sacr-at, I suspae'f:,, is why|

think 4here fo a league among women. that they are always coxrmiving together,
NETOT ing the man in on what is reaily going on.behind the scemes,

; ™E | area of beink humen thajhds 2lsc become perverse. It alse has the me
SEXUML | has talfen pi

MALbSe bock

va within it. It is as though every man and every wamanf
guess when you mest them that they either fear baing the|w
t they are, or they fear that thaey are not baing the wan er the

then you meet 2 man op women today, they ave alther averasid

weively a woman, and therefore never & nmen of & WoRam. There iz the
vou mest who iz a pussycai, who is always rying to be feainine,
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» guy mho fears iike amything that he will hawe %o be a man.
pifesd fhat his manhood in any way whatsoevew. He even begins|

o[be & man. She has decided te be a bitch.

at finRlly is a seductive approach 4o 1ifa that tries to keep

i to [find the way, the symbols answ, we have to find the mode
clEhlel we con recover the deep well-springs of life thst come .d'
::Ha:a of| balng. That's what it means to be human.

{lerank klad of mode than you were yesterday. Time passes on, apd

P ¥

foying ¢ be lbving, ailways trying to confort svewr
ite likely To @ go %o bed with any man she can, - ko pfr ;
She really memf feavs that she is not fully a women, sd phe u'-::es to
in axa an ovarly Way. Or maybe it's the men who ig pyweractive,
to be the man in ways, with the Marlbovough tatoo on hig hand, and
omes |the bull§ over every situation he can find, so he can prove that he is
an, ffor he deeply fears that he is not a mmz. man. immmyﬁmmu :

,.
.4
g
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Or maybe the man and the woman you meet will be the cpposite | that. They

1 be [the underactive. They will be the cmes who are not acting cut fully being
ont baing a wommn. Therefore the kind of Caspsr Milktoast you meet is
does not

o lock like

o fears being
she has decided

He

cmale.in mamy ways bedsuse of his fear of manhcod. The woman
oman [fears being female. That is the undersctive female beea

Thel malaise has happened everywhere. You have to say ebout p wyone That
waat that they ave falling off on cne pole or the othar. They have a strength

of weakness
&t a distonce

vo dpstroy in one way or another the opposits sex. Or the k

gt is eally not strength, because finally they are out to cas%gm, or they aye
i

snothpr way. L
|
A spxual impdosion has happered, amd for mam to be man in oup| time, means we
living anew,
these graat

Tha| third aspect of being a humen for me is simply that you $ :

ba a e, what it meant to be a political being, an economic bé
sarday, is not what It means to be that tommw, and 80 what
ampesckayie® new individualiem, =p foivnisemdnkek a n

iz Fmade. Ve nesd to have individuals who ave male or femals i *i'ha midst of a

gsogioty fhat is economic,me political ,mefcultural that s elther youth or adult

on 'eldcr' There are these basie phases in life. If you are not | ving those you
ncﬁ: living as a human being.fully. We need To recover our ths

ide thaf you ¥ifm live. Within the cultural avea of lifa is th

& white man over
ing with what
e not man--gverythi

'-' black wan would be another area. HMaybe we are umghe de
s beap dealt with as man over agianst naturev-what it meams tol
that exicts.

is tazkiag
ah you look at the soclal imbalance that Esstt‘eiat, placs, wlat you find if
but o meover it, you find that the very kev that & sivie of

wisdom sbout

rtieuiacly

the mals and

~rEradake  your

So if

‘ key area, 1

'raa, what is

FAEs condi'ti.an;?.ng
 axistences,

® symbois sbout life, and thaen the style, cm the way you




¢ ——— e

PEU: NERY COURSE
276772
Leoturel

Page &

|

or ¥ camnot cope with the kind of soelal problems that we have. [The wisdom,

or fhe educational, again, sesms not to be pelevant to the particuller struggles
our| fawilies have, the particular struggles with the youth, the sipuggles with
&lljof the kinds of problems that we hawe. It's as though we have| fo pacover a
aseni| symbolism that fiwst of all shows itself in a style of life thik we would
manffest. You could also relate this to the economic tyranony, howl fkhis arvea

2az fcome [to dominate our style, or we have come to identify being human with how
velf we can live, or how we can get the goed 1ife in economic terms,
50 ftyle bacomes the focus ofthat. But finally style is to be recppered sof that
the [political can besmme empowered again in a new way. We'll be depling with the
varjous implications of that in the basic part of this course in the next three
sesgions,| the econonic, political and cultural roles, but I want tp|point out in
thig Jecthre how style is important, and the kind of cyclical roles| that we live.
in Helng the youth, the adult and the elder within the midst of s jaty.

Our poclety is one that has not provided the kinds of ritesm
beijean bpeiging a youth and an adult. Getting a driver's license
the [few. | Hwmexhsnrkemmwrneghnionsagpbhain  Someone said recsntly
werd of the perpetual adolescents in our time, where people remain

[ passage
s one of
hat we have
routh wmtil

they ave In their %0's sven, or longer. That kind of imbalancs, that kind of
,p@r‘Jarsio is what is not there for us, for to be really human is t¢ iive four
gredht lifetimes, to live out being the youth, to live out being the|adult, to live
sut [peing| the elder. I'd like to suggest that within the adult thete are two
gregt phates to be lived. There is the adult that is trying to clréate his way in
the |bldst|of the world,mmd the adultwho is struggling to becoma the responsible
Aouspholder jn life. Then there is the adult who has accomplished [that. He has
Jsedme the householder, the establishmwent. I mean the establishment in o very
sositive gense. Society could not go on if you did not have those |gho held that
socaflty iy being amd became the presidentsof his companys,the presidentsof his
counffirios| and those who are responBible for their society.

o
\;,L;)/ strupsle fmax -
ahat dng on perhaps, is to say that the youth has become the 3

what| 8 g i

SR iwithifn style. You £ind that youth are ruling families. I msan youndg youth., avan,
at vpwy eyrly eges make decisioms for families. We had a period ently in which
we dpeided that youth ought to be mors adult sarliar, and so we had jpermissivencss
take| holdy in which you scrt of let pecple do what they wantad, whilgh is what
2dulis avg supposed to be sble 0 do. But actually, 2 youth is a pquth, and
theif ontglogy, if you will, their basic being is to be the aspprentics. Any-youth
*hatrheerg-in~that-that To be an apprentics I3 not to be an apprentice to some

adult iz not that which the youth is an apprentics to.
to life. He iz an apprentice to what makes up being humgn. He is one
fays learning, and therefore everything comes as wonders, and famtastic
new pecurgences within his iife, and therefore hePdould ba given tha opportunity

4
X
2nt with this aspect of his life and that aspact of his E
¥

o —I'<'ﬂ TR ftocm T R L v e SR el oA e
Lthcod long before he is veady to assume responsibility for

if b dossm’t manifest that, then ve have
That|kind jof appremticeship bas a great gift for sveiety. Tau He s the one who

has fhe kind of pre-detachment that engbles him to see far out bey anyone alse.
He i alwdys anticipating the future.in a way that no one else can dp. He is the eue

Heabptoaiades. from whom the wvisions coms of what the Tommorrows b




2. oyl L e - v Wiy e .y empa -
S0 Tl ERann finally whe one vou ask what ycu do fvaay.

Apoto that fotuee, but ceriainly his vision neads to be listened
2l eershor within goeiety.
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fa, of being the elidew,, we haye done
gy ..:Jﬁi'" i1,

£ Tha oem\m:.am :7_:3 :o tho}_:* datachnent, the perversion
©a h:}'\a ablowpd ¢hat detachumnt to bhe wuseful o CCJ.G't‘j . or not Lmwing

gear-eé.
o thy necdp of oue day. 8o the glder is sbsent is quite often. in

aching

They ava also w-:ac:hod, RGN g
1)

ANy | zeminar thesa days, you £ind thot 7he aldes a..ayn a grea ‘L'*ole:e in
any He iz always bringiag in sope gyeat wisden cul of the o&‘i‘L

o ; . . !

tlay be gaught im a e¢liche, but iF you mueh it a Uitle biv, yeu will £ind
3.8 faz He .m z;l‘iac’}fy‘.’.‘ tremgeandiry the surmany ez.mmt:.r.cn bea:s Iiﬂ he

(RSINE A whe

b past aud how 1ile med humammoss hies been kept 1,9 boing
| shat that I8 teue even iF the oides dossn’t know whai helie doing.

@l d.—.x= has deified inte a kind of senilliy even L-Lf'om his| age would
Just by his _procence iu:'.t by eing thowve, Just by being|the
g of i aJ:.a 17 youw wiil, he brings a deoth %o the situatic

Apaily| over agaiast & atn that we zoalise 'i?h?'i; It means 49 ."aive.j
il @powi. In other words, the .-da.r‘*‘; in society could pJa} s'?
doen, | 3Lt ”no agh wa need wo ‘:e wore ae"’r»ww" cicus abowt i€, 0
whaomm whe ean, bseausz of his having slowad, down, hids h
’L"I‘m 3UEn in ﬁv*'cue of his physical being, in order &
i *3 all apow Our seociety J.S cne whigh ig In frm.n ne:

T e

rola of The L 53¢ today.
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dulthood which takaes placs boivem the youth and the |pider ie
ghin it "ne“-e Ic:u\és of roguirencsnts being mads, of bMin - the
ind of ecvarents t.fo' takesplace wiidn the young adelt, che

from i to #0, He is the ¢re who iz noving Towmrd ?c qwmzation
% ig nﬂedei@ 2.. is .l.\..ally upon his bask 10 bring inte ibm
Laky chat o nesde d in our time. Tods kind of wmiguz indiwidual
i m‘: Tha pwehlisn vsually with the bhoussholdawn. the wnie who 1' R4 SRET RITEA |
f‘;wa‘zt*’ﬂg , i3 hrc»: ha dosan’t want his zssl gnm.w, If you wiil. He dansn

‘ i oxik that is thers. But thet is hds Jeb. That bhass
e gen deedde to do iv. The kind oF &R

2
p\'

i oa 2% OnR "ca bz Aved.df « woies

thav » prapke within that stage, fow example, ars _prec: isely m amang in vwbkich
That i3 ~'rm":7_ i Bud? hacmoved out. Quite often it is the wos coniiletiag
area in fozrz|ef baing a man ov being a wvomen. 3ui These is z»m-m tha | goruggia
naeds wf be apd te .L hm.nem{‘i. out.

Y s ezgtabiished adulit the one who is matuwws, the one wo
thn poigh in E..n wnare he h2s elgher made it or hasa't made 1&, in el
sase o [pas the opporiunily foy c:;.rz..,_, for the zest of souiety ,lut c

n °

in woma jarreghnt sanse, of baing a vuler but caring In temss of baing

Fow tha oot $F smciat;n iw {s the wman who meeds ©o be gone to to asic

Zor Tha o .ai, IR .La- hasdto teke place in ouy ime. He is the 3 who
£inally | the y2 S.‘\J.’. Lon of society fvonelfng the wlsdon of the past|into &
wey dlsyetion) posis 1"*0"; his shoulders. Thet is a graat ife to iival
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wimiddp Dbe an adult. If you are mmxadwin a youmg adult, you just 1im
can rgach It and make it in some way. If you have made it, you will
retirgnent. But finally, those are suidal approaches to lifz. The
appregeh 19 finally to see that no life comes up out of being the yopkh.
You mjght dLmu the timelines on these two people somathing 1like this If you

tell fho eipry of the suicldal approach, he waz is always prepaving Fpr life,

and tien after a certain point = he is always declining from really .ving. /\\
He iz|om bhip way yam out. Camus said it would be at age 30 that you

start |the dpelins, and after that you muwbdnkaxh are on your way tolthe

vavzy For| me that is the suleldal approach. But actdally man what|b:
that fan comes to be out of youth. There iz great wisdom in the staty
o be |a humgn being finally is to be like a child, to be one who is :

uwatil you
iive wmtil
thep

contiguing the apprenticeship of life, for that never stops throughowt your
wholie life.| Certainly in our day we uneedk to learn that because of the kind of
rapid [chasges that ave taking place. These phases arve peintgio what weans

%o be |n whole bumsn being at whatever age you happen to be living in

shatadgmacbigs  thet direction. When you becore the young adult and 1

S"i th E phage, you are beglmning to spproach reaching a kind of dept
|

un demtandiz'{g\/

af 1iflp that is a wondrous time to live. So when you move out to beijs the elder,

you axp wveally moving toward the most wondrous aspect of being a humipy) being. 4

the sifisw 1§ the cve who gives the spirit to the culture. He is tle |[4ne whe

beings] 2 pupe transcendent way of being a human being within that paiicular

avaa. | So theas are four great iifetimes that ars thers to be lived, |fwinmmms
ﬂ‘ﬁ%wm& e Our problem is that we either refuse the phsse that we |are living

in anfl say{ "Well, veally to be human is to be adult,” or "really td e human

)

is to pe youth," and never really live the phase that we are in. In
wonds | we Flee from the immediate naeds, the immsdiate demands that @l being
lald upon oyr lives. I suspact that is why a superficlality creaps Ipoapms
our life. We bacoms superfleial.because we arve not living our pavti eflar 1ife
phase fnd tHe task that is placed upen it.

0 mayhe the other way of avoiding living your phase is o fixate

vpon ot phase. You #ind people in the 20's who are agtill trying to pp youth.
Thay h hve ndt taken up being responsibie for soclety. Therefore dealipg with
the cofielal hardheaded needs that are thexe. Or any time you take onp| of the

phasos|and jive it skons you are not being a full human being. To bejp
human eing 8 really to live all phases In the mildst of your phase, |E
transofnd Life by remsmbering it or utilizing ¥k the memdry of the pabl
transceynd 1ife by trying o anticlpate the future that is coming out @
yon, of work in terms of creating the sockety that is needsd in the
time, 9 Ted just being responsible for cariug for the society abop
That's|what it woans to be human. It's not just to be seocial, not ju
wale of femsle. It's also to take vesponsible for iT. So we have thip

of 1iv g oir great life times. But cme thing that Is required whan d
eving o

L

that tiere spe at least four great 1life times is that you are always

die to[the ope which you are living. There comes a time in which youl pre moving
into ajother| phase, therafore, you have to dis to being a youth, you hpve to die
to baiag a hbuseholder, end therefore the decision is thera to begin tp live

the newy.

This is| three things of what it means to be human. Yet with ail|phree of
those u't togathers-to be social, o be male srd female. and %o live ypur lile
phasga- i £1 was all life was, we would still be wegetables, we woulf =& be .
no mory thaw| auleeis or vegetshlss. Auimals ard wagetebles bave a sopfoty, smlsals

1
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imgnaion I3 the crucial one, although it sedms to be

et 'gi wouid Bay that the _cuiitural 934 tnz». we axperience

weday s bagkuee we have ot wsally gy gmm,\zc. d vhe fect that hu:ﬁar beings
Live i swo poedds. The live i oldg-the wordd of societly. whe|world of
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TALINESS, the wonid of pl They @iso live iIn ::mw,au: world.
3, Fhis wopid. vhe flvst worid, is the world of the mmdene,|the worid
pash Lc:dlg the worid +hal you csn opganiza, the world that you|ean contwrol.
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hiz wded d s whers most men live,
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Thi 1] » aJ T guicidy ha;. vworid becomes a deseri.
8 'a*c:u.r.’ ke o Jush walloy at Jesert and continuve dealing with

chat which is 3 L..:E,-,o?aa, hat ® iz he csn manage. Actpplly, to
ning . howeven, pumaminymmxizz he has o ilve alzoe within anpiher world.

“&'o being humen than simply his mundane, j
crathing mors then ) *?* One fiads that|
whataver he can c‘»CR’i:'O in iife. So he|has to

¢ thera ave deeps to 1ife boeyond Just supsef.

y ROt ..h waly ag.;a that has aimply trdad to iive in one of 't‘eae wewlds .

X 1 off into twying to iive entipply in the
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= that ouwr time = zebelled against that. Rightly we sho u.Ld, 1iving
in the other world. The other .don‘i.d h vxo‘\:hing €0 do with religion, nothing
¢ $ith bping a Cheigtian. 1t is simply part of what It weans to b human.
Fal 'i:o«ﬁa'-' wo| have z2e¢ reballed against vha “* 84’ dimension of life, that we| have _ghasen
o Liwd eimply in ¢he worid of tho ollmm  CveTy-diy. '
mﬁg—j Hjat Lo that other dimension of 1ife? that Is that additional thing to what

zin to tali
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it into Uy
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u are going
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e meals to pe a human being, that is somm:hiﬁg uora? How would you d
OTHER b oui: fv2 T's net easy ve talk sbowt. Yet it’s someihing that Is v

o avory day. Amm .c.*’"s any tlwe we meet a bit of aug seepi
Wae we mmsi Flod curseives greatly dreadfilled. Peﬁhapb
Fouih happang into your @ home that is weolly your ik, |
FOE oun, #nd A bi'é: o.v':‘ ave and @ bit of draad cowes in howr
» with thot porticniazn situatlon. Gs.f- in the widst of {he bv;aii
ﬁxﬁ(.iSlt”’lu apa being saqulred fn a kind of rapid-pacs *’iw
could hippen be: fova., 3o Tescination and awe and dpead take
7 tha ‘1"'&(1""1@ wordd. Thay dontt talie plage zny whese al&ze bag
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weans that enything that happns, avan the z'mzda"xo ne2dn te have
S i"xs'i' Lif:mmn 2 between livin ng @ duil iife and fiving a lifes
of 1ife amd ZJ.wa., o Ind 3¢ thexe is a4 kind of mfethoumsblle mystawy

human, finaliy, that hmso.n beings ave always having to s:'i:aﬂz:«.ggle with
3<Z emilfz '

qr“ otile part wbout being in the other worid Is thet mam
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Trse. That iz a part of &

part of it, when Z he weslizes that freadom and pealizes |Phe kinds
o is a5 a buman beliug, Iz that he then zees that te he responsible
o e rEsponsibic Zon ahat’s happening in the midst of your soclety,
S :w-:-zv-w' o .I’hsm :l’r:‘: no thise gf:.cd regzons of why ae should bqg {vogponsibia
¥y A

s hz‘pncn:?.zm iIn Yndiz op Pakictan o Latin ﬁmricag why he end|his femily
o e Iz coss whe cheose o bs the new form of the family, Finglly, responsibiliiy
Lonal. & 'sz;onsvh...u‘e:v g :;:-rp‘!.y that walch it means "'o b3 hun :'Exa To ba
g o ltake vespoasihiiliy Joo your ..ams.ly youn Gamm-.ml’cy, your [society.
e, L's en dreational decision “hat he is called vpon to meka. |
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wgaies with 2his he finds one more thing of what it weanyi wo live
withew &

=asien 0F life. He finds ke has no personal prcblems. When you
e KR 'ng ""'r E\'&L‘Tﬂo of i 3:::::53:?.:>mg when you are LJ.'.?J.Z}g in temms of the mystery
in the Pdst of evezy situation, when vou ave living in tsvus of doeck dﬁ?g o taka

fDATL E‘.

cail your problems avs gscondavy--there eally ave pbne.
@ out of the past that cnables uws Te scs ouwr terpiptiona hera.
;¥ siuply wo Adve in thls TO&"'de. Wa ava alvpys beiung
memdena and the prastieal @ d the sveryday, bpcanss

is :.':asan" in the worid. T:‘ BRI A J::x?.msu Vil dused to
z thera luping yozib.aacz: .r.m.o iiving just = vegeiabie
: im wors o baing ¢ hwaan being. Saten §s alwaye

1z the crveatiwidy, Tore, wogponsinis wen that you are. in

,Lv-g.

N deas have ive p"w,t. ieal, mundans . avebyday fwdiicon
that without which thewvs is no iife. It ago.;w is
i ~'-vl._x=ao Theme iz a kind cf artisiic lesn

Pu Aok Mihat i this olher dimengion of LIR 1:"1:.(' weans thet erea :ﬂivf.cy tokas
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D LECS W §i eompany, within oz industzy, 2 fenily, a school, or vhemdvor you avrs.
Phaoca b ;;ﬁ'\‘sff;:m, humar boings over against thezs whe e not. b I8 'i,u-a?' lf*e:p
that engpios you te go oven bareiew Zza" ocenw in the nidst of iife. |Jo it has

an dmparhant aou.u fwmeiion in ihe wldst of socliety.
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ol atse |$ind that it is hat which e constently intrudine isn ¢hd uldst of yeur
Fow imgw  nov youw Fesl zbout the guy who e ..v.alﬁ.y beling excitad [abvut his

e ond whoe I3 weally being coreative about whal he is doing? Hg |is alweys

o irlto cgu(':u.w,. . _;“W'L by vivtus of whot he does, and fc zeying to &3l

a¥liedt that € iz no sxcuse fO' Sleatuishasnnf oun kind af sidohoed and O\
Padnkivg what we ars trapped in vhe wmidst of our daily iila.
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This| other dimensicn finally brings a kind of detachwent in the midst of

Tt|beings aw into being a human being. To be human is finally

net [to be -",.a:nmus sbout being hunan at ail, To be human is to back |off from life
i jgllow| it to be created wikhx and J.ived. The man who lives 3.n his other
irgnsion|of 1ife as well as in this worldly dimension of life is n t loyal to

Y& d'-::g- He doesn'8#€REBH whether he keeps his job or not. He doesn't depend

| w¥nether he keeps his femily mmxmwing in belng or not. Finally, he is the

nterefted one who then can take responsibility for his life. Takk callx

upony us ¢ Live this way is to eall upon us to really be in charge 9f ocur lives

i
sally be in charge in the family, the community, amE the work $1d the whole
of speiety.

The problem today is that our malaise is such that every one af us aitting
fpd the table mmsmtwydmpotw finds an emptiness in his soc atay He
uﬁl’iﬂi?m‘ thay it is he == who ia not finding and not pouring meaning into hi.s job,
v iz famiiy, his peer group velstionghips and his work. We want to look &t those
W\U%Sﬂf ind| off relationships as we move Chroush our vocational area of life and move
“hyopgh pglitical eugagement ,--that finally there is no one responsible for
that|but ys. WHe are the ones who are either living it or not l¥ving it. &

r ,f,‘.
decife o rme a gensual plungs. We jus't: decide to throw wmms srourse
and get oyt of it what we can get out of it, for the sake of the kin ¢
spjoyuent [that is there, £ or maybe Just getting more experiences.|
T gugss thiat iz cne way of understanding the youth today. They are fust wanting
wove [znd wpre vare experiences. Thevefore they a have a kind of antgjmess sbout
the futisel That ig when they have pemweried their phase, when they|see that
i‘>e<-aﬁua.-: thpy have = some dream or ideal of what they would like to bring inte beingy
in the wonlld, that somecne ocught to pay attention to them iwmediately. That fs
what (I woulld call antsy sction. Pimally It i8 not the kind of action that is
maspgusinifle for the world that is there.
l'"); apd I aa people who deal with all of these aveas, because? va Jmow that we
see what all we see. There is a kind of acute lucidity.in our time, seeing so much
that e bedome paralyzed because we do see bemeath everything that is going on,
seeinfin "hougn the various kinds of heros that are raised--in fact, our heros
have bocond heroie faillures. They are people who finally do not comel off as
buman|beings. /We have not finally grasped that living is a nevervthlb Shefagmuxemink
. / and so a desperation enters in.
living. 11 is knowing what it meant to be human, to be creatures that we ave, and
deciding in the mdist of being creatures what it means to be creatures.

\Finallly , what grasps hold of the spirit of our times is to see| that we are
vdnry feliol 8. We are religious in a thousand different ways. We are veligious
aot L terms of historical Christlanity necessarily, although we might play around
with yarioug kinds of religious movements within Christianity. But flnallv ve are
religious just in terms of some value that we hold up.?o be ultimate,| But pone

of thdt finplly is going mm to enable us to be human. To be human is|tc bes

the bgings fthat we are. That means doing #w the things we are doing.| That means
baing (dhermpumandmkex 2 man or a woman. That means being the life pbase that

you ane living. When you decide to be all that, you have to stand out and see that
within} all the other implosions, there is the implosion through ksik||those. It is
what J callla transparent implosion. pushing the very surface of 1ifig to see the depth
of whpt it (meana to be human.
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