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The first six months is the Year of our Lord, and the second six months is the
Year of our Lord®s people or the Church or the People of Godz-Son of God, People of God.
One of these days--who knows, it might even come out this morning--Gene Marshall will
cshare with us his working out of the phase line of life--0 to 20, 20 to 40, 40 to 0,
and 60 to 80. I've got an idea that in the socinlogical delineation of the New Religious
lode that's going to play a role. Aand I'm pretty persuaded that, however it's done,
the Church Year will be recovered. Man canrot live without telling time. I sometimes
wonder what most of us who are Protestants have been doing ir neglecting the Church Year.,
It's not a matter of putting up the colors at a certain time, or even having scripture
lessions that coincide. It's in your imagiration. When I say you wonder what most of
us who are Protestants have been doing, I leave out the Lutherans who have had more
brains than most of us, and the Anglicans who have had more brains thar most of us who
are Protestants, who have kept this in their imagination and memory. Wwhen I say you
wonder what we've been doing--we haven't azvoided a Church year—-only it hasn't been the
Church Year. 1It's been some other year. We've let the Gospel slip away from us by
telling 47»n, InUzinal %iro, kairotic time, in some other fashion. 4and no doubt our day
will do something to the way the Church has told *ime. If the emphasis of this group
ever gets into history, one of the koys is the emphasis upon the red, or the pentacost.
The other one has to do with one of the colors of it. ihenever I fool a little bit
with this, I just sort of get shocked with the wonder and the glory of it.

The Year of our Lord is divided into two parts, as you know. One has to do with

getting born, or with finitude or contingency, and the othe§ one has fg é? with g§tt1ng
died, and with vulrerability. It's very interesting how spiritual death is tied into
that. The first half has to do with our creation. The second has to ds-wzth our refusal
of creation, or with sin. Everything about the Gospel is there, everything. ?nﬁ then
each half as you know is really divided into three parts. In a moment I'll point to
another kind of emphasis that if this group ever got into history @ouiﬁ be called
particular attentio~ to. It's not that it hasn't been there, but it ha§n*t been used
like some of the others. The first half is the period of idvent and Epiphany, §nd the'
second is the time of Lent and E stertide. Advent as you know is purple‘ané Egzphany is
white. Lent is purple, although ore time in the church they had great discussions
whether or not it ought to be green. Some people hold it as green yet, aag have tried
to make a rhythm of Advent and Lent, and Epiphany and Trinitytide for the sixmonths of
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of the church. No--our fathers weren't that irrational. snd this of course is Christmas-
tide. Traditionally, Christmas is white, as is Epiphany. te've changed Christmas

to gold, so you have purple, gold, and white. In“between Lent and Easter is Holy Week.
Holy Week has never found its way into the calendar like Christmastide has, although

Good Friday is there. 1In practice the Church for many centuries has celebrated Holy leek,
the climax of which is Good Friday, and the color of which then is black. So you have
purple, gold, and white, and purple, black, and white.

It is very, very interesting to me to think about Epiphany and Eastertide in relation-
ship to the periods which lead up to them in each case. The first is the time when we
experience our finitude. It is the horribly sobre time of -udgment, _udgment relative to
our contingency. The foursSundays of Advent,.for instance, are the Sundays of the Bible,
the Law, the Prophets, and then the last one is horribly sneaky. You and I are judged.
4nd Judgment here means shoved up against our contingency by the Bible, and by the Law
(the Torah), by the Prophets, and then, the Second Coming. Interesting, isn't it? In -
the days we're in right now, advent, you're not living before the coming of the King.
You're living before the Second coming of the King. /nd oh the poetry in that is fantastic:
"If Jesus were coming tonight, Would you be found ready for flight--Your lamps burning
steady, Your robes pure and white--If Jesus were coming tonight?" That's a Gospel song so
old, you never heard of it! «nd you know how they moralized that for us. “would you want
to be found...?"! But you-see that's the perversion of it. The Second Coming has always
deeply excited me. You say that word to yourself, "Purple. Purple, This is the hour of
purple.” But not too long, and then, oh my! what a day: when our finitude is once and
for 211 addressed, and in which you say, "To hell with the Second Coming. Whoever is going
to come the next time, why he’'s already here. &and I can't go anywhere, where the Second
Comer won’'t meet the First Comer. No longer will he meet me. He'll meet the Cne within
me, the One who came." But you don't know that yet, because Christmas hasn't come! You
understand that? I remember Ed Hobbs one time preached a sermon in which he said that
we never want to live in the season that we're in; we always want to live in the next
one:. You.get that? 1 think he's right. We never like our present time to live in.

-nid then--oh ho-~Epiphany is frightening also. It's almost as if you just had a
little bit of breathing space. You romantics, you think this is great. No, no, no. This"
is the audacious time. This is the time when you walk or the water. Wait--I didn't put :
that right. when you don't have any choice, you've got to walk op the water. This is the
time in which you stand up and say, "1 say so." This is the time in which you walk around
doing wonders--unstopping ears, loosening tongues, taking the scales from the eyes.

That's Epiphany. That's the time of the King. Ore of those things that shocked me is
that for mary parts of the world, January 6th is really their Christmas. You bring gifts
to the King. But they miss the point on that. 1It's you who are there as the King,
receiving gifts. That's Epiphany. We had a discussion here not long 2go about pride,
pretentiousness. I'm not one to scorn the great virtue of humility, but Epiphany is the
audacious time in which we're kings. ie're kings. To me this is a frightening time.

I sometimes think of the Lutherans here. They started to back Lent up. They made
Little Lent by stealing the last three Sundays out of Epiphany; and we begin to be crushed
by our sins. I sometimes talk to myself, "Why, hell, the reason is they couldn't stand
it. They couldn't stand the horrible pain of the audacious life. So they hurried  up
Epiphany and added what they call Little Lent onto the seven weeks of Lent." Vhat a
moment.

The first whole part is Life. Look at the Word: seeing our utter centingency,
we'll stop and sing that marn’'s song. .nd then comes the one who picks up our contingency,
and makes us kings. But mark you. We're just the same old slobs we were in Advent, and
in Epiphany we're kings. Then and only then are weuppepared for Lent.



Those of you vho like %o co around and beat yourself over the head, you be sure you
cily do that on the other side of having walked on water or un stopped ears~~done the
wonders of 1ife. You'!l never k wrat Lent is, until you've walked the earth as God?

Thén Dohold *s 40 days, the 40 years. Very interesting here that it's
h that makes you awars in Lent. and then that weck in which you die. My God, what

¥

t Le

eax: and the ;, the Resurrected Clz. We've «ontimentalized this so. Ve sort of
t ) ; ‘re ' :

i

nere, we want to get into it. ‘e
cometimes try to think, "Now what
}aiuz%w~ and mark you, we need to look at the

: out the great horpenings ir Jesus'

f =ti the Kingship cof Jesus and the

=51 . i , v right. Ah, it's right. You go

rc‘jﬁ Wﬁ‘ls. > in which you do the imsossible. That's a way to
get at it. Wwhot doos it rmean, the Resurroctod BRI

talxing abeut the Church Yoar for that, I did it this Christmas--I did
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cas—-now ridisulous : i kpow, when you have to get a Christmas
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We've ruined our clorgy. ve to ‘gii myself a story every Christmas--being
rezred a lewly g ccught my boing, caught my mind., I
live out of this y here (in the mind) not down E ere (heart). I've
yaarned 3t times. istmas I have fto tell myself a Christmas story—-
not to tell ecomob 2, b can live by it, vou kncw at Christmas. I wonder
wiat yours is. I wen't tall in detail, “ui yeu can prebably guess what it is.

cur Lord}. You understand that?
into detail, but I've got a sneakinc

Up and semetimes you're down, and som

The other day I just about oot ry fist through that hit of tiecue raper before which
I F}we the death urge. Dut you ce e, how ridisuleus. I'm not there, I'm in advent.
st to have myself a great Eastor,™ I say io myself.  The shock was, when I got o
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y”lnhlpg avout this, that I could hardly wait u*ti? Easter becauce that's dealing with
my death urge. Put then it dawnod on me viiat telling kairotic < ‘re
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5o it cays, "Je e death urge, are vou?®. 11, it says comethlng
like, "Shit, Jo L osays, "eou're Mere (Ueun) 1loht row.”  And
I ray are." and I -ay, "kho says so?” and then,
of col hat Jeeus says, "Joe, vour petty little life urges
and d ooint. Wwhen [ say you are to have the life urge,
you g« vhen I say it's now time for the death urge,
you ¢ rantastic to o,

So it's cort of 11 v for Christmas, but I m getting
Christmas anyway., That's s ays to "You make a decision
that this is vhore you are. initude cht now, and then a little
lates we'll let you take ca are of the thrust for life in you
now. s little lator wa'll want to know what sanity is? That.

What's your Chric story this year? Just anybody. Make it up right now.
To yourself-~don’t let any of the rest of us in on it, Just tell it.



