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THE STX SPEECHES

Grace be unto yvou and pesce from God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ. Amen.

Somebody asked one of our colleagues this morning how I was, and he said,
"In good spirits, he's not even grumpy.” And that's about right. Every
once in a while, a wave of awe comes over me when I sit and suddenly become
aware of who the first liturgist is, and then it dawns on me "my priest.” Or
the same thing happens at breakfast, and the people in charge of breakfast
become my rabbi. HNow, I knew that other people would tell you all about
Maliwads before I gzot back, and so 1 wﬁni to do something else on Maliwada.
It had six points. Then I thought of six flag of Texas., So I got myself
six talks, and each point has six things in it. The first talk is the

(=

Six Learnings from Maliwada, and the second is the Six Flags Permeated, and
the next is the S5ix Stages to Date, and the next is the Six Steps at Hand,
and the next one is the Six HMissions éheaﬁ and the next one is the Six
Definitudes of Presence. WNow, really I'm only interested in talking of the
first and the last.

ning £ diwada. I have an appreciation I don't know
ural man in India. The only rural men in India up
ally know intimately were the ones stretched out on
cutta who had come for whatever reason from the land to
t capable of supporting them. You can imagine my
wanted it, it was just there, of rural man in India.
I got the shock o fo~-rural man of India is a proud human being. And
strangely enough, competent human being. Most surprising of zll is
poise. I finally had to hide from people to keep from going into their huts
and drinking buffalo juice out of their graciocusness. But you know when they
got you inside those uts, they had a poise that you would not believe!
The next thing I was impressed wif& was intelligence. They were intelligent.
And out of that intelligence flows a creativity with forthrightness that
is incredible. And this underscored for me what we have said was a basic
UR image in Sub Asia-—in E§§i§§ in the culture of Hindulsm—-namely, selfhood.
That local man was a self. How that in itself is worth ten vears of life.

be iég§@ it, for that is underscored as nothing
5. I've been beaten by the forces of history
into canfeggzﬁg that ? cal man ig on the rise around the world. The most
unbelievable deep current istory of them a1l in our time is that local
man is on the wmove. And 1if my image of local man in India could be so
profoundly changed, should I not believe in the possibility of
Iocal man in every nation of the world? You want to know why I am not
grumpy? It's because I met local man in India. My greatest story
I fell in love with some old men in Maliwada. That is not the important
issue, but some old men fell i love with me, and T mean {t. At times I'm
a little dirvitated. 1T wanted to talk and I couldn't talk. Then after a
while I knew why the Lord never taught me Hindi, or Marati: it's because he
wanted me to look deep within the eves of the local man of India and to
permit local man to look keep into this local man from the United States of
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America. I don't know whether they embrace in India, but I know just as
well as I know m my name if I ever go to Maliwada again, I can see an old
Muslim who L@ going to reach out his arms, and then I'm going to reach out
mine, and we're going to embrace like a couple of Frenchmen. And zéaa I
see and old Hindu man, and when T see him, T don't know whether they
this but I know he's going to reach out his arms and I'm going to reaz

out mine and we're going to embrace like a couple of Frenchmen. This
know.

Now what am I trying to say? Well, golly, I had fun, tiring fun,
wearing fun. I tz&mnté those gulleys for miles with some of those old men,
looking for a precious resource, water. And then I beheld it. Early I
stumbled into a dam that nobody seemed to know was there. It had been
washed out, the people said, 700 years ago (Others said 300 years ago.

I came finally to believe that it was from three to 70C years agac). Next
T walked down a long, long gulley sbout 20 feet deep and about 20 feet wide,

.

dry. But in the monsoons it was fully. And then 1 stumbled on what I was
looking for. I knew that one time that place was a garden of eden and now
it is arrid, and they cry for water, water, water. I stumbled on it. They

had built a series of earth dams with rock in the center, then channeled the
water and then stored it. They used it both directly and indirectly because
it kept the water table high, which the§ touched when they dug wells anywhere
from 20 feet to sometimes 60 to 70 feet. That's the way they kept their
wells full. Well, the only question I asked is, "What was it that h@ﬁ?gm
300 years ago?" and if I live I'm going to find out. You know those dam

had been washed out before. Guess what the people did before: they Qent
and rebuilt them. What happened? What happened? When they were talking
about 5th City and the fundamental principles, one of them is the profound
human issue. If you do not know people's past, and you do not know these
little quirks that I'm trying to fool with, you never get at the profound
issue. The basic ce%fraﬁfct%aﬁ in Maliwada is just two things--just two
th1ﬁ§§“~0ﬁe is they don't have cobblestones on their streets, and the other
ig they do not harness gbe water, How do I know that? Can vou imagine
every morning when you get up, being before the glory of that unbelievable
fortress, which points to a civilization highly developed while our ancestors
were running around in bearskins, and then Maliwada,in the deprecated
condition it is? Can vyou imagine being a Maliwada person? Can you imagir
having your psyche and getting up in the morning, going out of a mud hut aﬁé
looking up to see that fortress? You see the glory of the §eaple that were
there before. And then you lock at the filth in the street, and the lack

of education in the village, and the lack of bread to eat. What happened
300 vears ago?

My point has to do with those old men. They have these big dug wells,
some of them 20 to 30 feet across, others 6«8 feet across, and in my imagi-
nation, I was afraid of falling in those wells. As a matter of fact, vertigo
came over me, and I looked in one of those things and thought if you don't
get out of there Mathews you're going to jump. I was walking with those
old men and we were spread out, all three of us, an old Muslim, an old Hindu,
and an old Christian. We were walking in the fields and simultaneously each
one of us fell down a separate well. And there we met a table of common
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consciousness. Whatever that was 300 years ago, or less, or more, they had
lost their profound consciousness. We three fell down into consciocusness
again. The greatest story of Maliwada is the story of the recovery of pro-
found consciousness, right before our eyes. Those wells we fell down were
our own historical poetry. I fell down through a hole in Christian poetry,
and another fell down through a hole in Hindu poetry, and another through

a hole in Muslim poetry. And when we hit the water table of consciousness,
we didn't need to speak Hindi or English together. We just looked into the
deeps of one another's evyes.

We were doing theology, theology that has significance beyond the power
of this moment to describe. Some of you will live to write it, but remember
when you do, you will be writing empirical theology. You are going to be
describing events that happen before you write them or vou wouldn't have
anything to write about. You are going to articulate how Jesus Christ is
Lord of all in ways the world has never dreamed, and you are going to write
it about what has already happened. When you hit the table of profound
consciousness which is the transparentization of your own poetry, you dis-
cover that, lo, we are one in Christ Jesus, empirically. You are going to
write about what has already happened. It has happened in your own life, you
are the manifestation of this happenedness. You are ready to move shoulder
to shoulder with the Hindus and the Muslims of the world inways that a few
vears ago I could not even have dreamed of.

In the heyday of RS~-I we were concerned with lives being changed within
44 hours. We were concerned, not with whether anybody agreed with us
theologically or methodologically, but with lives being changed. 1In this
community of Maliwada during the consult, I saw lives changed, profoundly
changed, and T am skilled at recognizing a profoundly changed life. And
I did not say, "The Lord Jesus Christ” or "In the name of the Father and
the Son and the Holy Ghost" once. Instead, I did it. I beheld the power
of the Gospel in presence. I mean my presence,—-no, not my presence, the
presence of the blue. And by that I mean our presence. You weren't
there . . . you almost were. But you were there. You're just stuck with
this: the presence that God has given you from himself is vyours to use, but
it's been stuck with George's presence and my presence and those who wear
the blue around the world. And so believe me, I'm mixed up with you, so that
where I am there you are and where youare there I am. And there's nothing
you can do about it. The presence of the blue: It changed lives. And it
didn't take one single theological utterance. But theology was being
"do-ed" all over the place. That's the story of three old men who fell
down in wells. And that is my six learnings out of Maliwada. If I look
unusually mature to you today, you understand I have grown a bit since you
last saw me due to Maliwadsa.

o}

Now, my second talk. Whenever you go rapidly into the future vou go
rapidly into the past. Have you ever noticed that? You remember the word
"permeation?"” That was long before we knew about the big bend, the big turn.
You people from Texas would be delighted to know that when I first began
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the past when we went to see people about courses and about this and that,
you first of all had to sit there and sell yourself. And if you succeeded
on that, then you pulled out your product and sold that. WNow they could
care less about you. The product sells itself.

There is a picture of a ygaﬁg man standing with Mrs. Rowe, the Minister
of Bducation. The young man's name is Rowe too. He was the printer. He
is a new man because your colleagues lived with him night and day for 48-60
hours to do the finest printing job that their company had ever done.
Another way of saying what I am trying to say is that God is raising up,
impartially in the sense of high places and low places,west and east, people
who care. T believe in fact it is the presence. It is almost that they
don't know they care until you walk into their office with a document.
Something is happening in this world.

Now, my next speech has to do with Six Stages to Date. The first
stage I call the Christian Faith and Life Community. What a man was Jack.
Lewis! He did a great thing with Lyn and myself. He forced us to go to
Europe the first nine months we were thereand to look at all of the lay
centers. Out of that trip we got the beginning of the substance of the
Faith and Life Community. We organized the lay centera in the pattern which
first had those that were interested in the Liturgy like Taise, those who
were interested in social miseion like Evangelical Academies, those who
were interested in Education, like the YMCA colleges in London and the
Church in the World in Holland; and those who were interested in Community
iike Tona with CGeorge McCloud and 1ike Agape in Italy. This gave us
our first vantage point, so to speak: come and worship, come and study, come
and live and come and common mission. That was the beginning of our getting
hold of our mission and our interior life. Now my point is this: from
the very first even when we didn't know what we meant, we said we are out
to renew the church for the sake of renewing the world. That is one of the
brightest things that we ever came up with, even though we were wet behind
the ears and didn't know what we were doing. And we critized the Academy,
which was the most powerful church renewal movement, because they were going
directly into social action, by-passing the theological issues. That
is the reason why ten years later the academies developed what they call:
"the 10-year malaise' from which they have never recovered and in which they
are going to die. Most of them have. I'm thanking God that we in the
Christian Faith and Life Community went the way of the theological, knocking
the bottom out of the theological as the ground upon which we did the social.
1 look upon that as Stage one. The second stage was Fifth City. We had
a great deal of pain during the time when we left Austin and traveled to
every major city in the United States trying to figure out where is the
place that we could best launch what we had in mind. Fortunately we hit
the Fcumenical Institute in Chicago. But you know as I know that when we
went to all of those cities, we went to the slums. We sensed in the early
days a call to the ghetto. 1 believe that we are ghetto people. 1 believe
God knew exactly what he was doing. He intends that we always be ghetto
people, that we be out to serve the poor, not in some charitable sense,
but to relieve the suffering of mankind by giving to mankind the gifts of
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woman with a donkey with two jars on it down dipping water. One of the
Egyptians said, "If she gets on that donkey, anybody that stupid would be
creating a two-story domkeyl"™ TI'11 try this one: 1 asked the people of
the village, "Are some of these peole more well to do than others?” 'Yes,
they are all poor but some of them are more well to do.” "Well, how can
you tell the more well to do ones?" "If you see anyone who has a donkey
in their house, you know they are well to do." I told that to Charles
Hahn and he said, "™y God, let's make a call to Lyn Mathews immediately!”
Anyway, they are going to supply seed money which would include travel of
the people over there forun interference for us with the government for
visas and so on, and then I wanted to know how soon. Ye could go in there
tomorrow. If we do not do Trastavere and if we do not ilive out of z
failure mentality, when we set out to do eight of these in one year we
will do eight. It would be very easy to say "My God, we have worked so
hard doing seven! That is enough!" The eighth probably ought to be Cebu,
and my guess is that they have already started one in Cebu. Or it ought
to be Caire or El Biad.

I've got two more speeches to give, and one of them has to do with a
syndrone that has developed. We are not doing Town Meeting, we are not
doing Social Demonstration, although these two are the mighty forces. Without
doing social demonstration, you could not do town meetings, in other countries.
For you are not about to get there if you do not have government support,
and they would not give you government support for town meeting, but they
would give it to this, and then Town Meeting is the first step of replica-
tion. Do you see that? We have already written that into the Maliwada
report. Some years ago you remember we had a great image of going to the
masses. You are not doing town meeting, you are not doing social demon~
stration, you are going to masses. You are going to the last fat lady. For
years, we were going to the last fat lady in abstraction. That is what we
were out to do. The time has now come when we have the means to do it.
In these years ahead we are going to be doing town meeting, preaching
missions, (we will have another title for it I'm sure.}, social demonstra-
tion, we will be doing Social Methods School, and it is going to be all
one syndrome. When it is mixed together and spinning it is going to spell
PCE or LCX. Also, I've thought about Lens here: the hour of LENS is coming.

My last speech has to do with the Definitudes of Presence. Did you read
that article in Time magazine on "Saints" in December? It had Teresa's
picture on the front. I was so excited when I saw it to think that Time
magazine at that time of year would do that! I read the thing and it was
outrageous. 1 am not blaming Time, I am just blaming history or something,
but you read it with fascination. There have always been saints and there
always will be saints but there isa new something coming into being. You
can really smell it in the article. One thing I believe, in the past you
grasped the saint in terms of interior qualities. From now on you can't
look at it that way. It has to be an external service. Now I believe when
they interpreted sainthood, they interpreted the qualities behind external
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