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THE RESURRECTIONAL MAN

The first word of the fwentieth chapter of the Gospel according to St.
John is "BUT." Some Biblical commentator once said that that was the largest
"put® in history. :

But, on the first day of the week, Mary of Magdaia arrived at the tomb,
very eariy in the morning, while it was still dark, and noticed +hat ths
stone had been taken away from the tomb. At this she ran, found Simon
Peter and the other disciple whom Jesus loved, and told them, '"They have
taken the Lord out of the tomb and we don't know where they have put him,"

Peter and the other disciple set off at once for the tomb, the two
of them running together. The other disciple ran faster than Peter and
was the first to arrive at the tomb. He stooped and fooked inside and
noticed the linen cloths lying there but did not go in himself, Hard
on his heeis came Simon Peter and went straight inte the tomb. He noticed
that the linen cloths were lying there, and *that the handkerchief, which
had been round Jesus’ head, was not lying with the linen cloths but was
rolted up by itself, a fittle way apart. Then the other disciple, who was
the first to arrive at the tomb, came inside as well, saw what had happened
and believed. (They did not yet understand the scripture which said that
he must rise from the dead.) So the disciples went back again to their

homes,

But Mary stood just outside the tomb, and she was crying. And as she cried, ™
she looked into the tomb and saw two angels in white who sat, one at the 4%
head and the other at the foot of the place where the body of Jesus ’
had lain.

i

The angels spoke' to her. '"Why are you crying?" they asked.

"Because they have taken away my Lord, and | don't know where they have
put him!" she said. ‘

Then she turned and noticed Jesus standing there, without realizing that
it was Josus.

"Why are you crying?" said. Jesus to her. "Who are you looking for?"

She, supposing that he was the gardener, said, "Oh, sir, if you have
carried him away, please tell me where you have put him and | will fake him
away,"

Jesus said to her, "Mary!"

At this she furned right round and said to him, in Hebrew, "Master!"

"No!" said Jesus, "do not hold me now. | have not vet gone up to the
Father., Go and tell my brothers that | am going up fo my Father, and your
Father, to my God and vyour God."

And Mary of Magdala went off to the disciples, with the news, "l have
seen the Lord!" and she told them what he had said to her,

In the evening of that first day of the week, the disciples had met fogether
with the doors locked for fear of the Jews. Jesus came and stood right in
+the middie of them and said, "Peace be with youl"

Then he showed them his hands and his side, and when they saw the Lord
the disciples were overjoyed.

Jesus said T them again: "Yes, peace be with you! Just as the Father
sent me, so | am going to send you,”

And then he breathed upon them and said, "Receive hol spirit. [f you
forgive any men's sins, they are forgiven, and if you hc | them unforgiven,
they-are unforgiven.



P But one of the fwelve, Thomas (cailed the twinl), was not with them when Jesus
‘came. The other disciples kept on telling him, "We have gaeﬁ the Lord,? but he
replied, "Unless | see in his own hands the mark of +he nails, and put my finger
where the nails were, and put my hend into his side, | w§%§ naver beliievel”

Just over a week latery the disciples were indoors sgain and Thomas was with
them. The doors were shut, but Jesus came and stood in the middie of +hem and
said, '"Peace be with youl"

Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger hers--look, here are my hands.
Take your hand and put it in my side. You must not doubt, %g? batieve.”

"My Lord and my God!" cried Thomas,

"Is it because you have seen me that you believe?” Jesus said to him,
“Happy are thuse who have never seen e and vet have be.ieved!"

Jesus gave a great many other signs in the presence of his disciples which
are not recorded in this book. But these have been written so that you may believe
that Jesus is Christ, the Son of God, and that in that falth you may have [if
as his disciples,

(E?

Now | want to go off on one great big wheng tangent, and i+ is going fo be on
the resurrection. |f# any of you have heard me on this *3&@6&? before, fee! perfectly
free to leave. This is a . tangent to the subject | was assigned to, "The Auxiliary”
(it has been so long since | have talked on a subject that | was assigned that | feel
virtuous in remembering that it was and publickyi. stating it). ?éegé days | am
deeply persuaded that only the tangents in a speech are worth listening to. That
ought to be refreshing to the people who come to RS-I courses and listenite those
lengthy over-cooked lectures that are patfered about all over the nation and worlid,

When | came back from visiting the {Tl's overseas--lLen Dresslar was with me--
and we looked carefully at our work in South East Asia; East Asia, and Australia,
and particularly Pacifica, dealing with certain contradicti ions, +he last stopping
place was Tahiti--we didn't really need to go there but Len is younger than he looks
and romance stil!l lingers deep within him. We were about to catch the plane home
and | had been for about 18 months or two years so deeply racked by the death urge, that
I got ready; ! prepared myself to have it come to the manifest level and begin
tear me up a little. For the death urge covers every fiber of your being awd is
present in all that you think and say and do, but it is at the moment when an

external situation where death is dramatized that the death urge rises Yo the Inferior
surface of your being and not only tremors you buf shudders you a bit. | understand
that sometimes those great birds of the sky fall. | read the newspapers and also |

don't like to talk about the subject, but lfve got a sneaking idea that I'm &

pretty good statistic. You don't [like to *+hink about that, but how offen have

you beat the rap wien someone eilse didn't? Anyway, | usually at that time begin

to sense how deeply that death urge is in me, in hoping that this time that plane

will go down with me. I[+'s terrible to be travelling with someone you !ike when that

comes over me. But on the way to the airport, ! became awareof the fact that | wanted

to come back to Chicago. One manifestation tof the death urge is that every fime |

get away from here | don't want fo come back to this oul/iift--that's the death urge--as
I +hink you can understand. | was taken by sudden surprise when | bec as@ aware on the
way to the airport that | wanted to come back to Chicago. That meant that | wanted to
five,

e

Now, once you are afflicted with the death urgs, there is never any cure for
i+, You have to be ciesar of that. Now what does this mean that in the very midst
of the death urge | was experiencing an overwhelming propensity fo live? %gééy i
came back. f | were to be honest in making the statement to the Order, | had to say
something about this. Perhaps i+ was the most important thing of all the important
things that we perceived. | didn't know how to interpret it. | tried, very feebly, by
saying that thereiwerdidats of troubles in the situatlhon out there. You see, the death
urge only comes whea there is sheer possibility. Are you clear about that? fher
is just overwhelming fullness of iife is only when the death urgs s?f;x'
was struck with Tne ¥>§e urge which only occurs when vyou sre faced with
That's when the life urge comes. Now, as | tried to say to myself there is psgp ibility
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over there - therefore you would expect the death urge to be
I was with the life urge. But we had problems=-good Lor
Korea, and problems in Taiwan, problems in Manilla
in Bangalore, problems in Samoa. So | thought thai

Yoe whole

thing falling to pieces out there. Well some of my colleagues were Lright enough
to know that though that was a noble try that did'+t ‘ ' interpreting
that. MNow that forced me to take a much deeper loo pensity

+

: loo
toward life and the propensity toward death, Let me
ahold of this,

I+ seems to me that the 1ife urge is present when things
When you are faced with death - some of you young ones may

fact that not only have you net |ived cne moment 95 a re
but the desert but neither has any body my zge or older
§ P

group. We are all frustrated re igious beceuse we have be
I mean in a desert -- all our life -- we have peen {ivin

The fascinating thing about that is that that nhas produced

think back a few vyears age in the theolcgical seminaries - lively
moment in the midst of +he church experiencing its collap hanging on with
our fingernalls - we were driven toward {ife =~Every urge s was To hang on,

The whole éxistential school of phitoscphy was a drive toward of life in the
experience of the death of Western civilization, Now when that understanding

is  radicalized so that the death becomes first of all your death and ycu see .
that you have nothing ahead of ycu except your death.That moment you came out
of your mother's womb you wsre headed no other direction toward death i

mean that death has won in every single case and by gqolly |

Y n @ hunk of death,
That's radicalizing i+." Then the cther sido of +he radicalizing -- after
particularize it, you universalize |t=---and you have some phrase such as
in which yoéo.become aware of the passingness of all things, or that cvery
is contingeNT-—-everythinc, That's radicalizing death, In terms of the
of transparency---you begin to see that when the paper begins to get brown
from a match being under it, the transparency has not taken place--until you
bump up against the cruciform principle which is the understanding that | you
do not die your death, death is going fo die you. Death wins, You have but
two choices. Cne is to allow yourself to be sucked down the sewers of the nether
world, or you take your death and expend i+, as | like o put if, in the

.
3
»

breach of history. That's the cruciform principle., When fi that's
what | mean b experiencing transparency at the core of life cu : iife
urge. lIsn't that interesting, the transparency of the life urge is fo decide

to dle,

The death urge comes, as | say, only where there is sheer possibility.
This began to be really conscious in me when I+ began to appear that --- maybe -
or - perhaps -~~~ there was a chance +hat the renewal of the church mi
off. Oh, | tell you, | yearn for those days five years ago, ten
twenty years ago, when the established church was just like
stone wall about thirty feet thick., And your job and my job w
in that. Scmetimes in our Ii+tle pettiness and weakness we cried , at &
awful hard job we had., 1'd (lke to be back there now. For when the day comes
and you break through the other side -- {(Maybe tomorrow we can report on how tH
upper brackets of the establishment have taken this wholco tactical scheme, and
I mean they've broken loose) | say, |'d llke fo qo back when that wall
because now you've got to build., I[t's sheer possibitity, ii1's almoste- o
éxaggerate a bit -- you can have any kind of a form > hist
want for the next thousand years if you go out and
I'm saying? Then it is | want to dic. Then it is
that hole and start chiseling and make it grow bigger, or something [ike that,
The death urge. ‘
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What does transparency mean here? First of all, you have to radicalize
possibility., If you do it in terms of yourself, you begin to understand that
when we have sald in our fime that man does not have freedom, he is freedom,
(if you keep that in your mind) then you understand that that is creativity,
SO you can never say that | have, or he has or she has crea ivity, they are
creativity--=----  Oh, this is an aside. But | suppose that the equivalent
to weeping over lost souls in our day like unto the way they wept over the souls
who had not heard the gospel in the nineteenth century, those upon whose shoulders
you had wept over the fact that there were men dying who had never heard the
gospel, our tears are the same tears, but to put it in our fanguage, we're
beginning to understand (perhaps we've become this sensitive ) we weep over
the fact that there would be one human soul who has come info this world who
would not get his creativity =-- | mean his being would not get out into history.,
I wonder, you slobby sentamentalists who have fallen for the psychologism of
face to face relation of sentimentality, how do you get your mind around that
conception of what it means to iove,

I say that the particularization is wheh you realize that you are just one
ball of creativity. | mean, that's all you are, from the time you came from
your mother's womb. You are, as Thomas Aquinas put it, potentiality, that you
are possibility., |t Isn't that you have possibility, but you are possibillty.

Then it is that you grasp what it means to be alive. |'ve often used the [ |us-
tration that ten thousand years ago two genes might have gotten mixed up and
might not have made it. But, here | am, | made it. | made i+, | MADE {t.

I have myself one glorious opportunity of tiving one gloriocus 1ife,

i made it. | made it---=~| made ift. P'WM ALIVE. PLIVE. oo,

That's the radicalization in terms of the particular. The universal side of
that you've heard a billion times.

History Is going somewhere. 1t's not going in circles. I(t's qoing some-
Y going going

where. 1t can be bent., | mean, history is created. You're going to make it or
you're going to choose not to five, Is what |'m trying fo say. You have these
songs ~ - do you believe them? The future is open - - | mean it's open. The

future isn't there, it's going to be what you stick there. This is the univer-
salizing of the radicalizing process. That's the burning of the paper.

Then when you become aware of the fact that you are going to live y
are going to decide to live. And the or2 who fives, fTo us» Biblical categories,
does not live. Only the one who decides to five, | mean tc 'IVE. (1" com
back to put some more content on this later), Is the one who sees not
form principle, but the resurrectional principle. | have tried to go off on a
tangent now to be sure that we don't have anybody go out of here as a romantic.

I am deeply excited these days by the forty days of +the resurrected Jesus,
What a story. Those were the most painful days of his life, A colleaqus here
had been mean tempered in working with us and with his frierds and col ‘
So some of us got together and hatched up a littie scheme of where we take the
gall away from him, Now he's one of the meekest guys you've ever met. You can
see that his wife doesn't look so haggard as she used to and his children are
beginning to blossom, And, oh my, how much easier its been around here since
all this. Anyway he has a rip therc in his stomach - they had to rip him ten
inches ( | looked personally). Then they put @ hole down there about an inch
below that where they drained him. |1 was really rather clever, and pretty nice,
Now, he insists that, when he's around, nobody telis any rcally funny stories k
because it just tears the heck out of his stomach when he laughs. Anyway, he is
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pretty disciplined and barely chuckles at al! this rich humor +that's been going
on around here.

Now let's get back to Jesus. Here was this geg with nail holds here in
his hands and in his feet, and wi ?h that slit in his slide. And they broke
his legs. And he had the crown of thorns, And fé%y beat him on the back, Now
that is what walked around for forty days, Do you have that picture?

I tell you, every time | think of that grave C?Q%hgf business, | sort of

writhe empathetically in pain myze {f. How in the wide world coul d he dare,
with that cut in his side and with fhesa hands that must have hurt like anything
and those legs, to go through the pain of unwindi ng himself from those grave

clothes, And then he S%@ﬁ@éé and went through the added pain as he was getting
out of that fomb, of folding up that napkin T*af was over his head. That just
rather rocks me. | con't stand pain. That's one thing | con't stand. And |
wouldn't have bothered with that napkin, | would have just gotten out of there,
as quickly as possiblie,

Do you understand that what | rean by the resurrectional principie is the
cruciform man. If you do not know what it means to be the cruciform man, then
you might as well not pay any attention to what | mean by the resurrectional
principle, Only a man who is crucified is raised from the dead. You find a jot
of romantic people - - this vQF@S in the form of criticism - ~ who say "You
-pegple arentt h%g@? enough.”  Can you wfgaae - = - Two broken legs and a ripped
side, and then going around with some asinine Christian smife on your puss?
?his I's not the resurrection. It's not a sense of life in the first immediacy.
The second. immediacy sense of life is always on the other side of crucifixlon--
and this crucifixion goss on at the same ?i§e a5 ?he resurrectional principle
operates, [t isn't as if, yesterday | was cruci fied, and if you give me forty
days, 1'll get back.on my feet agaln and then |ife §s§§ be-all right, No!
Luther, you. r%member used a phrase, '"the babe in a manger was really the man

on the <cross." Th&—?@%ﬁf?§€?§§ﬁ§§ man Is The cruciform man.

‘This 1s what!s breaking out today. You wonder what is this experience of
walking three feet off the ground that you have when you read the scriptures?
Have you found that there is a new sense of l-ness ra@éﬁs among people - lo,-
this-one - and = |o - that one., There are no categorie >t about how to +aik
about it. This is an amazing thing in an age that has all of its {ife in

the desert,. Life is b%g;ﬁngﬁﬁ to come,

I think that you can hardly carry
without beginning to see +hat ?%O?a is
doesn't know what to do with, but he knows
“Hme. | like to say that the éﬁﬁS are bi
to flow., Could it be in our lifet
“this pzaseTé This Is the kind of T?

Now let us took for just a momen F who this resurrectional person is.
I've been ?ry;ﬁg to fool at it in a s b fve manner. T dance, |

tnsist that |ife itself is a dance. wybody who Is frying to make life a dance

is a fool. What has happened is that life is a dance and we have got it smothered
with a blanket. If you pull back the blanket just a 1ittle bit, then it will
begin to operate as a dance. The way you experience this is that this dance

is down %nsidegagé* I"ve often saicd that all my life |'ve experienced ! i

ESSiC{*é; “?‘ é{}@s{}g*’ 5"}%3‘ i%fmy»‘é‘? {g(g %{; G{:} W
you fesl good, whcther you're in despair
There is a dance in there, And what is
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the guts to stand in the deserd
comrade and that one and +

else than deciding +ha+t
Jesus Christ, Yo t
well where i@ gets his chari
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The other side of charisma is +the
awe is scmething v -y ontro|
when you are relate ter
will fit into none fon
the power of the o your
Mystery. And +his whic

again,
Shinn rocked me this morning when he sai

is the weak man and not the strong man who ng
is clear to me. Charisma has nothing %« do
head, or the cleansr of +he b ‘

it in young ones,
because you do not live
as sort of a Sunday-sch
and live before God, Lj
not live before God is dsat
That's the way it is and was
beling.

There in you, Maggie, it's
you, we have taken this
posed fo acknowledge, obey,
ight, and the life of one who does
th. There's no preteres here.

ways witl be, relative to being a human

of John has three themes woven into the
f hero. He goes anﬁQd saying absurd
He goes around doing absurd
* And he goes around claimin
a%% your 1ife? 1'm +he %re%
, e 50 you have been ?&Er;%¥?
g ?;? %ve way, have you? | am the Way,"

pattern, the styie,
sayings,
deeds, [f you
preposterous
So you have b
I am the wate
No wonder they

I've often said that +he Gos
. \
e

This 1if
thing aimost
Just goes about
Be-holding on
go through wal

alis. That's

has been
ciform
henrs the
i but

man. OUniy he
cry of - what
service, 1!

more dogs he war G tor nimselft, no lonaer iz he to make a name for
himself, no longer | by i S 3 He is here
only to serve, rvi ] i \ et

to release the ¢ vit Fevery j g is It is out of %f;; and out
of that alone vehic] f I have & he

secrat ls +tha that
have made histo



My last word is that the renewal of the Church at every +ime in history
has not come with the cruciform principle~~but mark you, that has to be there,
It has come when the new |ife has come out of the deeps of humanness that have
been opened up by men who have become dead men and lived again for forty days,
and the floodwaters of God's people have flowed anew,

Do you want to know what | think an auxiliary is? . . . . .. . . ...



