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CULTURAL PROCESS
.. major social transformation, there have been three things that took placs
there, one wasa series of new images, or a series of new Wify ways of talking
abmwﬁ@&wfh@ dynamics of living that people experience, 0 of those new images
came also a new practics, or new ways of acting out what it means to ﬁ@wmulaxa
community , what it means to live in the midst of rvelationshins, h@w one &atw
in the midst of soclety. And that will be the 2nd half of the sms. An in th& "
nidst of both of those there is, i dont know what vou call it, & new man
i suppose. There i a new critter that shows upoperating cut of those images
and forsmulating those methods, Thats what we do in th@aw khink tanks, wmrk

shops , just exercising whatever kind of human muaal@? wf . ‘e

that vou akww up with Iin the times we live in,

o fiﬁi&&i&u& discussion of the social process, just vo say a word of veminder
about the kind of model that this is, I guess evervbody has some Kind o¥F
pleture of soclety that they opsrate out of If you sav society is chaos

out to get you, youvae got a picture of society. It may not be triangular,

its probably kind of fluffy but thats a pleture of society. If vou have a
pyramid at which the powerful ave at the top and you ave at the bottom op

you are at the top and the powerful grass roots are at the bottom,youve

got a pieture of society. In thefld 18th centure we had a pilcture that sald
gsociety wae Si/ERd/Wd¥gN/ Like a watch. If you ﬁu&t put in at the Wiﬁbt place,
the right gear, and £it in,things would run %@w“mgtlv well, But we are
struggling with with thers social peocesses is the kind &f image that does

two things. One , it holds comprehensiveness, or it inclusively deals with all
of the concerns thatyou might run into in ant situationvou show up in.

Indly, a sgreen or pleture that is foecused towadrd practical action,
ﬁmﬁ;%§ymm& those values were not terrribly intevested in a lot of other ones,

But those are the particular concern were interested in,
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This mwwm&mw i want tm +alk a bit about %hi% +top process, the cultural.

and for me T%@ ram, %h@ asultural is the ene that excites me th most. gristotle

sald that man was just doivén tosustain his 1ife, and as you look around

avery critter vou run into is driven to sustain nig 1ife. a child,.-—emeom-

s mmmed pOlar bear will discover rhat he's driven to sustain h&@

1ife, he may not he as sophisticated as some, but participates in that ﬁr&vﬂw

mants alse driven to mr%mm%m@ or mmdaw ﬁ%& r@&aﬁimn&hi@a and a great number

of other awiﬁ%@r@h&w%>m&haﬁmmmmmwmwmwwwmwm an wall, &md yet man ias rhe only o

one who is driven to make sense t@ m&%& wﬂFfﬁwmwwWMw &ﬁivmn o Adkd

ereate meaning out of his life. i suppose th&m 1n our incredible uniqueness.

s

and thats what makes what peeulularly ereative as far mm Am &wnﬁmmmﬁ&“

hacause when vour out to create meaning out of your I provision of life, and

out of your organizing of XU 14Fe whensver your struggling with that maaning

your called to recpagteboth vour sustaining and your organizing of 1ife/

man is the only eritter (2who images?) that in addition to asking the

0 of why is continually tryving to recreate the way in which he sustains

1ife and the way in which he organizes it, And { suppose thatas just based

on a pleture sowething 1ike this: man is finally nothing other than self

consclousnass, vou run into some kind of encounter, somebody says what

you just did is stupid and vou run into an encounter. You have some kind of

a gut response to shat” what a Fink'or whatever... that wight be a nice

way of putting.it. vou have deme-kind-af- an itial m@ﬁg@m&w to that., You
SOCTAL
have also an {Zessential?) response to +hat”its not nice to hit people

¥

in groups, and they're 1iable to hit you back and that would be messy.”

you have also an intentional response to that. Whenever vou grasp that

its possible to take a paa-relationship or stand over against your gut

pasponse to that encounter whenever that element of {intentionality

dnteors in then its possible to recreate that whole series of relationships.
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Tte that on which the cultural process lies. and lies in a very peculiar way
for me,i guess as fhar as 1 can tell as humans tn this thing called evolution
has been devising more and more sublle, more and more ctaatives, more and

more sophisticated ways of stand back from our situationand reflect upon it,

to make significance out of our situation, to vecraate our situation .

and itz verv interesting tﬁ@ kind of v&ﬁw&b@%\émn@ on evolution in the 19th
century. it started out that paople aaid wall, man hae been evolving for
a great length of time, and there must be some kind of laws Ty S b

that vyou émw grasp by which people svolve., and probably our society is the

end of evolution,and other aocleties avent quite as évelved an we are.

westeyn surope looked areund and IR S PR ”“““““*“”iawﬁi@mi@g‘
van inte o
people like the aborigines that they wolated-to ¢ were seemingly less evolved

than the ;
o g BETETT GUPODeANS who Wera obviously at the top of things.

what we kmew--weuld-happen-- knew it would happen as That s mmommme OF

surope began to expand and look out across the world, and that hegan to happen
in every culfure as paople began to look out across the world was the reatin-
ation that nobody was going to evolve in t+he direction that their particular cu
eculture had evelved., nobody was going to end up at the particular point tiat
their %mﬁ§xﬁf'@%ﬁﬁi% had ended up, and the kind of shock that came was the
realization that 4 any people creates a way of talking about what it means

to have meaning in life out of themsalves. out of simply-thie- thelr owm
decision making and what they have deeiatens- to make decisions about.

rhat kind of shock happened to us in the 19th century and the early 20th

century, and 1'll come back to that.

the way that we organize our ——mm-—-- o e e to create ne

m&&miﬁg , of commonizing or ohisctifving of our a@m&aiwuwnwzﬁ, the way that
we stand baeck from our situatlon and reflect upom it has to giﬂﬁt of @ all

with wisdom, or just the kind of (Mode vivra?) #he-kipds-that we operate
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out of , the kind of tyanemission of knowledge

about the womld that takes place in any group of people.

Then it has to do with the kind of style or way of erganizing relationships

that we operate out of, And then i+ has to do with the kind of faymbhol

or the way in which final meaning is marked.. The way in which we say"

1f you look here ¢ you can Find meaning” "1f you participate in this write
then~voull find meaning" that kind of activity there in the symbolle.

{ suppose that the wonder of being human eriteorsis that we cane along aboyurt -

about 800 , 850 generationsa ago, and weo wera just critters they say, From

all evidence,the Ffirst 800 gensrations of th &aa weve had lived &n caves.

And wepe one kind of critter or anothaer, and &mmmhaw op snother im the last

200 genevations or maybe i+ was just the whole last BO0 we ereated

whataver we call humanness out of ceiteewsoritterness, {f you use that

kind of languapge we created a way to stand present to {ust sustaining

and orgainizing everyday, and creats weaning out of 1t, And see the

significance of it, and Pecreatecur own Systems. i suppose that for me

i a bit of a wonder, what we cpeated in Ffaol was eivilization. we erasted

tn the arens of wisdom everything from rocks to aynthetic protein

from tha wheel to moonshoot. usefull skills, just how to #o things

how to carry on from day to day things that needed to get done. we

ersated whole systems of ¥nowing the world é#- around us. can you Iimagine

the Fipst guy who veallzed the red squishy #AFE thing that 1 had

that was sort of sweet and the green thing squishy thing that she had that

was sert of hard and sour 1F youcould s t%%m both xwg®%hww

and they had something in common with esch othar, and how an idea, both

of these are tomatoes and you can eat hoth of them even tho their a

different color they taste Aiffarent, they look differernt, both of thoue

we'll call tomatoes snd we'll use wethoga-hoth-ag-~-- [ff the sawne ¥ind of

thing to eat. from there to dust magnificent systens +o talk about whats

M
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and wmolecules .

when you . =e-e-- emenfinal meaning Just the strugele to get created for
ourselves mora and more care filled ways of standing present to what was
going on in 1ife, there was a time when the cutting edge there Wi had
something to do with an eve for an eye and a tooth for a tooth and

that was an exteemely noble pesture, I rather than creaming the other
whole tribe voud only take one of his eves when he tock one of your eyes,
an nowdays just the kind of extention into w@&tVd%ﬁ%“&ﬁfmm&n to gare for
the water that vour neighbor shares, what ﬁé%& i+ mean to cave for the
theair. the point of final meaning or even values there. what is
fin&&lﬁ significant in the midst of life.

Then in style, justthe kind of sturucturing that we have done throughout
the history of our secial relationshiops, with eyelfeal reles, the
structurin og our relationships of age, procreative schemes, structuring
of our sexual relationships, social structures, stmucturing of our
community or common relationships, and the kind of divepsity and ereativity

there is just a wonder. I dont knowif you grasp th emumber of different

ways of organizing a community that have been-and-are i -

in the midst of the wovrld, The number of diffevent ways of organizing the
relationship of an elder to an adult, to a vouth, And all of thm@i&@king
as a particular context howis it that evervone has a chance to participata.
I've heen overwhalmed in anthropology by the wava in which different kinds
of family structures have been organized, In places for instance In which
.men were gone all the time, hunting, in order to take care of thet group.
Devising wavs where many women could be wifaes of one husbandfust to make sure
that that culture carried on, to make aure that th@ﬁf@@@@mw atayed a
people, in the midst of a particular sort of situstion, that widld
requiredthat. The kind of social sturctures that have taken place.

iwas ghocked toto realize that it wasnt until about the yvear 900 that
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we devided something called villages, something like towns in the west
amywav, That struggle to devise corporate sntities like that didot happen

a whole lot earlierin other parts of the world., Just the ¢ discovery that
people could in fact live in one gaographical space in relative proximity

to each other and participate in commmity in a move intensive and creative fd#
fashion that way. Style there,

And then the symbolic for me is i puesz just the wost lively one, Its

ran into

the place where under langusge, we took charge of what we epesated-in 1ife.
e created abstrastlons, necessary ahstractions, from minute to mimute

to talk about what went on. By the time somebody got hit 5 or & times by the
same thing that hurt his headhe had some kind of word he devised to talk
about getting vour head burt by gomething hard.That was abstraction not as
wholly intelleectual, for it might be head work, but ahstraction that let

him say to his son, to his neighbor "yhen they come with rocke, watch out'.
that kind ofé abstraction they created with langusge. Just practical

ways to talk about the situation, the meaning og ## when your nelghbor is
comming, comming with rock in hand for instance.

And thier social art, ways to talk about owr dreams, ofr visions in the
midat of 1ife. You think of some of those guys in caves doing a pletwre

of an elk, ﬁuaxwmwxéﬁg that you caught ona one thursday. And his son
mmmmimgwgkmmg vears later and éﬁﬁlimi&g%hmt he caught two or he caught three
being able to see that. And then you get dwn +o our times and the kind

of subtlety of creationwhere we created whole ways of formulatoing neighboh-
hoodsout of art, Have vou ever noticed the kind out art that takes place

in a neighborhoed like ours? That has Yo do with graffiti? People

decide which building bas which kind of significance relative to the
community by the kind of graffiti thats on them, And it means something
when a building does not have graffiti, it means somathing when a bullding

does have graffiti, In term of just marking the significance of space in
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a community. Those turtle prints on the wall over there , in a simple

pleture of & of a =-==rw——-=-, ina little i+ looks like, of a drawdng room,

articulating in paint something that you dont even have words to say just
that happens, 7
what it is in life, the way ghat stoem looks.But vou know it hecause you

painted it. And vou can be it bacause you painted it. In religion,

common religion, we crsatedpractices, images, forms, for wtanﬁing\@vwm&nt

to the most profound significance that we ran into in ¥ 1ife. You -

shink of the difference between a community that just started mvwwyﬁ&&wyha@m

they got up and a8 comunity that had a I rite,like mass in the middle &g@&‘a

in the weat to mark each day when they got up/ A communitythat had a fellow \\

erving from a minaret the different hreaks in the dav as time for prayer,

the difference in the time of that community, the diffevence in the ralation-
ship of a community to life when you had (the artecs i think) when you had

a guy get up on a hill to see that the sun came upevery morning., The difference

in their relationship to the world from a community that didnot understand

that they participated that théy had the sun come up in the wordd, 411 of <

those inventions we created, and in the midst of all this ereation, all this -

making of ourselves human, something began te happen to us, and as we ran into

other ereations, something began to happen to us as a whole soclety of the/#ld¥

globa as we ran into people who had stupctured their wisdom and styles and

symbols in different ways. And it was as= 1f suddenly we became self cons-

cdous that not only could we as a group create meaning in our way, but that

thepe were a million dlfferent ways of creating meaning. That that

was up to ones own decision, that that was uop to ones responsible

creation, how he underatood where he was. fnd that was a shoeking time,

You think of the explovers in surope that went outand discovered neoples

that theyd never run into hefore, dlscovered ways of talking about 11if that

theyd never run into before. /Pliégé/Pecpke from Spain came back from

Maxleo and latin america and sald ¢ whatever weve disoovered, we dont know
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mﬁa@miﬁéyk&Wﬁ» Whether theyre human hedngs o gomethine olee,

boecause thyy seem to get aleng ¥ but out of a completely different

context than we understand to he human. in é# china, when they ran intoe

+he west, they had understood for 8 ,000 years +hat to be human was &) T

be chinese and 20 to be ANG LD o mor e e o et £ar back into the

past, thats what it meant to be sffective. When they ran into the

west and discoversed people who were effective and wtterly non mma%mnt am@
utterly non chinese thers was fust shoak. ke thwmw was just shoek in the

west. when people in the south pacific and in latin america ran into

the west there was a phenomend ealled p depopulation, the south @amlfi§~
{slands by the niddle of the 18th century they ware about 1.0% of

thier populatien prior to iééfmid,&ﬁtm and 19th century. And th&ﬁ

wasnt all a diseanes faultﬁhat waé in the west,in mhinm, in %hw

pacific, in afpica . in latin america, ﬁuat the gﬂﬁﬁ&hilixy th&t ﬁh&
meaning og 1ifeis what you do with it. The menaing of life is oreated rather
than giben, The scandle of that ... people would rather live LI o e ot
than have to confront the kind of erisis that that oocasioned, I dont
ghink we recall in the 20th cantury the way it happened. What hanpened out
of that was the realization thatvhat was taking place was a groeat kind

of time for man. It was posaible to create not only culture, but out of
that erisis it was possible tocreate all your existence. You look at the
19¢h ¢. and early 20th and the kind of political and econemic revolutions
that ook place. In the west we said in the middle 19th o, well good heavens,
if the world is like this we could create systems whepe people wouldnt
have to spend all their time making a living, we aould ecreate mass
production so that people could gpend some of thier life participating in
the greatneas of 1iving, we could create systems of pohitical participation
{this was nove roward the 18th e whrep every sinple pewson could partic-
ipate in making the decisiond of this soeiety. And along about the

heginning of the 20th ¢, and people all over the wokld have-dena-a
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did a great deal better job than anyome in the dE/LFENd/ v.e. had done

with the scondmin. HNations like russia, ehina , japan 4idin 20 vears

\i . that sconomic job, thev just recreated their social systems out of

the vision that it is possible to recreate what you #whddf meant by man,

in the midst of your situation. And you +hink of the wonder that took

place, 1 guess for me russials the ob thats so impacting, these people,

“shether vou agree with thelr politics or whatever in the midst of it,

along about the turn of the 20th cemtury they just up and decided

te doin 50 years what people all over western civilization had spemt about

900 years trying to do. the turn of the 20th century ruasia was fust @

rediculously outmodsd relative to the rest of the world, And they just

decided to move into the present, to fump, they called it historival leaping

and they were going to leapfrog the diffieulties and problems that other

people had,and create a new ayatem, And whatever kind of aystem the¥

ereatad politically or eulturally, vou must admit they created a aystem

of production that worked, Workd on parto some of us who spent 200 years

building another system of nproduction, That kind of possibility arose,

and themyd we created cities

. . . PN B . N ae 48 e 8 4 b & P T TP
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Then we created cities., we created unbelievahle g&y& of talking about, dealing
with education. We eoreated ways that just wealthy people, not jsust men, not

just upper clalses could be educated , but every single pepson eould be educated.
Wa created ways that every family could be cared for in the midst of the commun Lty

private
Now we did that haphazardly with things like Tammany hall and little/care

whateveryr we
atructures and things we called towns, and church groups and msemepgivhupom
could scratch together. But, boy It worked, WE areated ways that people ecould
ba cared for in the midst of the family, ing the midst of thelr personal struggles.
Then we created just a whole kind of a glorious way of life, ar a wizion that
that glorious way of life was possible for every man. %@ ereated clvilization
in the 20th century. Ah the wonder, just the  f5' 'wgédwrx f&& things that
have happened to us that our, evenh one generation before us never dpanmed of.
1 guess they're just shocking. What happened in the midat of that was that we
realized that our images of aman were just dreadfully small to deal with the
ineredible world that we had created. Our wisdom that was rather mechanistiec
suddenly just didn't make sense anywore out of the sclentific universs that we
had on our hands. Y%; had values and final meanings to talk about making a one
decision after another, to make decisions responsibly where you could wake ﬁﬁwu
all the different factors, Declsions were asoming so vapidly and so complenly

{a bunch of)

that vou ended up just relentless statistics to deal with your decisions. There
was a new werld se afoot and yet not the kind of wiadom to hold it. ALl the
sm traditional forms of education somehow did not hold the kind of wisdom that
was nesded, They came out of school and business had te train them in order
to work in any kind of business. The wmiverse £ had grown greater than our
pleture of it. And the whole form of government, our form of human relationshipe,
had grown greater than our images of it, We imaged owr cyelical roles, our
procreative schemes Iln the context of the world. WE knew very wall how to

organize a fine extended family where you knew from generation to gemeration
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what the relationskips were and could take ecare of sach other. You could take
aave of each other in vour community by the kind of relationships and patterns
that were set up there. And they were pretty set structures in the community
that you knew how you participated. Time was sort of slow, space was sort of
big. And you could just relate there. lowadays, it is as 1f the community is
something called te be created in sn urban werld, Those imapes of the big
extended family made no sense when part of my family is on the west coast, part
of it's in Louisiana, part of its in Canada, anéd part of it -~ I don't know whars
they are - my sister, we haven't heard frem in quite a while. Just how do you
pelats to faces when you find just that kind of despair in the midst of the
urban situation., How do you grasp the family with a relationship to a spouse
when that spouse is engaged in a thousand other relationships and you're not
the only male or the only woman she relates %o or he relates to. How do you
grasp the finallity of that covenant, how do vou make sense out of that covenant
in the midst of that kind of world. And how do you make sense out of a comm
unity when that community may not even 1ive in the same highsyise building

%@ might be spread out all over town and they're theones fou meet through some
kind of group relationship or some kind of particular gopcern. OQur images of
relationships, human relationships no longer made sense out of the relationships

we found ourselves in. And our Images of final meaning, or what it is to

ereate final significance in life, no longer mede sense out of the significance that

we were Finding in life. You found language that described phenonmena that you
&&mﬁ E‘
weps not experiencéay or you experienced phenonmena that didn't have any language

ro talk about. I1I°'11 never forget hearing a priest speak at a convention a few
monthe ago, and he was saying that his greatest erisis today was éncountering

the deeps of life in the midst of averyday experiencesand he wanted to talk
efther sald

about that to a colleague h The colleague pabdieiaione? don't understand vou op

» altrist

you should see a psychaiankxs . That the language that some of our

oo
B ARG

together that gave us nandles on expapience, ways to name and manipulate and

participate in exparience no longer talked ahout what was golng on.
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they'd
And you'd have somebody come along and/create jargon all kinds of fancy words
strugple styugele

to talk about what was going on and fwmwhiw with that, trouble alse with having

experience that you just couldn't even control, couldn't even make sense out
things thatwers

of, it was like/wmfxumn happening to you where vou couldn't even tell vou were

sane or insane anyway. And you'd try to tell somebody about it, they weren't

sure efther. That kind of struggle to get words on what was going on. And the

struggles to get images to hold the profound depths, the seriousness, the signif-

jcance of 1ife. You looked avound and I don't know how pop avt, the original

pop art came to you, but for me, it was as i{f I couldn't tellwhat it was in

Camphell soup cens that had meaning anymore. I zaw a wovie one time that was

twe hours and forty-five minutes worth of & fellow taking a shower with dial

soap, It was all dene in order to rehearsa something In life, but it just didn’t

seam to vehearse where vou encountered the depths and yet how did you talk
about epcountering the dppths. You'd pday one kind of music and that didn't
hold. People would experiment with all kinds of wild music and that sort of

for talking ab out it
fall and vet your depths were someplace and yoursymbols/were in another |

In the arveaa of common religlon, just the struggle to get hold of comwmon rites

that held the sort of secular fole in which we found ourselves, The kind of

SSRGS, ST WIS SR SR TR S ST

R

rites that delt with the faet that meaning was showing up not in some ethaereal
encounter but right in the mldst of living, right in the midst of everyday

decisions. And people talked about, look I'm gcarad, seems like fod who lives

T —

up theve, and on clouds, and pulls strings that control 1life(?) - must be dead

because I encounter meaning right in the midst of life. That kind of atruggle

occurrad, 1'11 bat in every religious hody around durdng the 20th century

W*mmwmm—nm”

that kind of disconnectedness was there, And I guess ig began to focus in the

sixties toward a kind af relativelsm or vou say to yourself, Well, if I can
decided how to deal with what's goling on in life today, then anything I decide

12 just fine. If Campbell soup cans work for me, then that's vhat I do. If

education that I really need has to do with sitting on a curbstope and weiting

e, S SR, ST S SIS ST TS

poetry to myself, then by God that's good education, that spasks to my exper-

jence. 1f it helps people in their relationships to have families made up of

» s
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men and men, or women and mwomern, well that's just great because 1f that's wheve
for then L

the meaning is/them/that's the way I w&nﬁ to. ﬁimﬁ it* We all showed up one way

oy another as a kind of a disestablishment relative to cur own lives, and we

watched what took place in soclaety. YWe have softened)?), I mean, evervthing we

could get our hands on. I showed up in the university in 1964, freash from

Desnindcan

13 yvears of femspieam aducation and the flrst day was the libravy tour

which was Interrupted by a demonstration of the free-speech movement, the second

day was a rescheduled library tour, interrupted by the fact that people were
Sproul )

demonstrating in/mex hall, And I never did geton a libvary teur. I spent that

day making cheese sandwiches for demonstrators in Sproul Hall., And that's when.

1 learndd nore of cheese sandwich making then anvthing else., When I came back

B had a little
to the university in 1370 that fine institution that had lsemxkawksg trouble
with demonatrators that, at Berkeley when I was & student there, bore not even

the remotest resemblance @0 the ___ in 1970. You drop into'a cadre and

there was not aven the passion to demonstrate. There was a péle of

that you had to kick away to make your way to class with(?), Thera-were
fd B
professors who/say when you went to ask about what you shoudl write for a ternm

paper, what we talked o , honey, anything vou think is aignificant enough to

wpite 20 pages mm about, 1 would be thrilled to read. After 6 vears telling
myself the university was this great monolithe of the University of California
that told itself it was the greatest university in the world, Including some
that were in Greece or Rome, what was it 6 vears, when I ¢ame back the poor
piddly little institution that I ran into that h&@m'twgﬁftgﬁkmwtiwiﬁy to get
itself out of bed in the merning. The purpose ., 1 den't mean that In a
sobbing sense, but in the effectiveness &f the way im which we would eall it
into quéstion, the way in which we would point to the fact that what was taking
place in&tvu¢t£m%&&iy %w&akimg@ WH ipvelevant to the urban, selentific, and

" e at
secular world in which we found ourselves. And you know, Ikks things 1llke the

family, whéch we spent our time calling into question. You look around today
and you see collapse and it's there, it's not the collapse of how do T hest

mafte a responsible dedision iIn this situation, it's the kind of collapse of

s - . e e e . e I I ]
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United States population growth just simply going helowing zero and nobody
even says much about i{t. ¥We simply do not care to partiepate in ereating the
future generation as this particular nation. And of course, we have struggled
with shexpaiivy &wwtgﬁ it that you contrel population growth in the world.

i he way

That ®s this nation,{ksm we've decided to control it, is by not participating

vhat kind of crisis in the midst of the failure. Or just the crisis of, what

is it now, about 50%, divorce rate. s The munber of peopls who RERWere
married in wyﬂggﬁﬁﬁ}'a@wam~ywar& ago when T was married, the number of those
who ars not m&wwi@ﬁ anymore is better than half of ¢he ones who are, hetler
than equal to the ones who are still married. I feel a good af the time like
soma sort of a survivor from, I'm not sure what. In the misdt of people who
have evepry bit of reason té;%ﬁay married or get wnmarried as T do, jmst that
kind of falling asway in the midst of life vou see. And the symbol, well i
den't know how to talk about it, I guess that think simiux about not having
words comes to me theve, but it's not having images that work to Iive out
your experience from day to day. It's one thing 1€ you're trying to describe
some fine life experience to someone and you need great words, it's ancther
thing just to go to go to somebody's funeral and try to rehesrse it, and how
you've got a Hallmark card jargont that has nothing to do with the meaning
about 1life, gives vou ne way to rehearse with authenticity what it was that
happened in that 1ife, and yet you find that, well, that's the only way you
have to rehearse that 11fe. You find that's the only way you have to rahearse
that birthday, marriage, any kind of serious decision, a little Hallmark
card and maybe a fewk tears shed or something, and you move on, ne thing
turns out to be as significant as another, I suppose. And there too in the
church, just the failure of ocur forms of standing present to the wmystery in
1ife, the fallure of those to hold any longer the mystery In 1ife, I auppose
the kind of resteucturing that the Vatican Council is for-me, of @wuggﬁg;%@
that. I remember a year, I think it was 1968, when within the space of

18 months, every type wfiﬁhri%t&mm“%wmup that Doomxaxpaegxef ran into went
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out of being, in the space of thirteen months. The Student Volunteer Movement
that we were participating in, had been created somewhere in the 1880's as youth

to be mission, missionaries to the world was our wmotto, and that was just gone

in a year, gone along with memex virtually every other structure that we had of

talking about what it was to stand present to 1ife. And you look around tod&yk
is
at the kind of {mbalande that you see prasent, mmt I believe, an imbalance
to do

that has basically swimy with trying to hold onto structures that work.Probably
in

it's s wisdom,just having some hold on what is finally geing on in the world

we simnly
today that/tend to focus our attention. It's In symbols In which we're/the

TN Ay £y £
P

least claar. You want to know what you really need to get along in life and

it certainly isn't, moma people will tell you, it certainly fsn't a grasp after

the significance of your life. What you need to get along in life is an

education. And that i{s such a bilas in our midst, that we don't even think of

that as some kind of a cultural imabalance, we think of that as the way man
vas made by the hand of God a milllon years ago. I daresay, that has sawwaivkey

to do with our particular times that we grasp education tc be more significant

than they way in which a community is structured, then the way in which your

grasp of the symbols of the community operate, There was a tims when your

pedigree over here was the thing that gave you a ticket in society, the think

that put you rather tham to sustaining and organizing soclety. It placed you.,

There was a time when your relationship to the final reality in life, this is

e
,
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the middle ages I'm talking about here, placed you relstive to the sustaining

and organizing of lifs. If you didn't posit a certain theoclogical formula f

before you started into your economic stuff or your political €tuff in the

middle ages, you were placed out of society. That is no longer the case. Toda

we say, it has to do with education. It has to do with getting enough of a

grasp of a world view to be able to operate in the world that we're in the mids

of. What happened to us, in the 60's was that it beceme clear, not only that

1 create fhe forms out which I grasp the world, I create my world-view, my

relationship and the symbols I operate out of. But it dawned on us one day
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t+hat whatever T aroata. T 1{ve out of. and vhatever I live out of, creates me,




Manreen Jenkins: Cultural Process nagn 8intesn

1t dawned on us at one polnt, that by the kind of renewal #m that we had done
in edunation, that we ware getting people kx educated by experiment. .....
(tape side change) educational program that they've ever participated in has
heen @ short term experiment, where they know at least fifteen diffevent

’

mathods of reading, none of them very well. If you to /taiié whom religlon
for whom the whole pv@a%ﬁﬁfgﬁgiiiwminw to mystery in life iﬁ a wmatter of
experiment. A great number of interasting short-term @xperiments. I have
some Ffhiends who have been so many denominations %&& sects in the laat 10
years that they ave sort of a world council of churches, walking around. And
it's been trving a little bit of this and little bit of that and the other
thing and having at the end, mo way to talk about your » gelfhood, no way to
talk about how you grasp the world anyway, If you look at the discipline that'
ereated when vou educate someone on a program of area studies, the discopline

dabbling
that person has is a discipline of superior methods of dmk= in a number of

diffepant areas. Now {f we say that's what requiremd in the 20th ecentury, it may be

is superior methods of dabbling in a mumber of different areas, then that

What vou see when you see someone like that is the suspieion that what's &lém‘yw
one

needed iz smmmxfocus to put organization on that dakbhling. And you see people

that are experiemntations have created, that are living out of the images they
have chosedl, and it's beginnning to be terrifying. I wonder if

he
Yietnamess, and I believe $% was the Horth Vietnamese, pmmb&h&y ke Vi@t C@ﬁ@”

amﬁlﬁ ﬁit upon his cot, his hammock, in the hot weather one morning and say to

him«m&f, "o you realize, that in fighting this elvil war that we ‘pe fighting,

that we've like the hair on the tail of the dog that is wagging all the world.”
here  1ittle
We made a little declsion/in cur/nation toconduct this liﬁt&w war and to have

people pay attention. And we stood fast on that because th&t’% a2 good way to
earry out a revolution. And now the whole wamwis world is WWWWWWM@;¢W@M¥@&“QQ
you look, having internal strife evervyplace youlook, over our revolution., I
don't know they said to that, what that fellow aaid to that, exactly, but it

after, that Tvhekdmem brought, I balieve revolution, or brought our liberalism

e oy bam Y e
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We began to realizme the comsequences., we bepdn *o realize fsut the ﬁﬁgi o

be creating the univevrse., when vou greate a universe,yéa get cpeated by the
univerese that you creata. You are a product of, you are interaction with,

you are in diagogue with, the universe that vou create. That one in the

middle esst, is nothing but two pewers that ave very clear, Israel and the

arab states, terribly eclsar, that what xif@ {8 about in these times is

ereating a story and standing present to i{t., Have you ever heard the Zionist
sort of stody about &» Ysrael., It atapts In about 8,000 B.C. and by the time

& vertalin numkgr g&ﬂ@@@@i@ that I've heapd @p%#k gat finighed, mvy Cod I was
w&aﬁﬁwfgw§kéﬁmggzmw%5v by way of story about what it means 1o be apaa  people

in history, broadcast from the ¥¥ U.N.. The next side that pot up was ppeaking
for Arab nationalism and he started his story of his people that have stood

in the deseart of the generations, and @ma@ﬁ&tiﬁm&@ﬂ&u& fme penerations, Xhe and
millions of ywavﬁywém&ating a people In the midst of the desert,

The people to whom that land belonged. *md I was ready to sign up. I begame
wery clear that the war that was taking place there was ;ﬁg?xh% war of the
territory and all that stuff that ware are fought over, but by God it was a

war over what will be the myth, what will he what f{s & told in history that
people live before and interact with as part of the world. That kind of a

great war to he flghting in %i&tw&g, It's a war that enacts the kind of
transparency that we've vun into. fﬁt enacts the places vhere we find oursslves
struggleingl in owr local community. These blue atars indicate what we've called
the pressure points, The Pressure Points m. were in Cummer Tla proun of people
like yourselves only somewhat larger a guess about four times larger gpot together
for four weeks during the sumer and X%mk%é at all thgg@maiﬁk processes and wrote
propesala for problem arvenas in the diffevent pwma%a%é& and when thogs

proposals were all done and finimhed snd people going home we looked at them and
studied and came back the next summer and the next summer and looked at those
again and again and came to see that some wera some were more @?fﬁativw in

there impact that is they kit a whole bunch of triangles with one proposal




\‘th affective one in the cultural are what you gall the preassure POINTS you pus
prassure there and you got affectiveness ape social morality over here in final
meanings formal methods here the rational pole of accumulated knowledpe, basic
reles over here in social structures, community groupings at the top of social
structures, and inclusive myth the tippy top there at rhe top of common
religion. And I guess the struggle for me any more in how wou put pressure

on these in the midst of a community in such a way as to oreate the kind

of forms the kind of ways of talking about 1ife that vou are willing to be created
by, And I dare say willing to create the world.by. And it's in formal methods
you can see +hat's the top of accumulated knowledge the struggle here for me

is how do you create the kning of ways mathods of knowing the world that anyhody
can use just the kind of thmgé“thﬁngm on the wall those grids knowing gridding
and saying something with straight lines somwething dividedin into sections is

the way to hold a plece of gaography that methed gives ona a way to know

in depth gi%@ﬁ one love @’pi@e@ of geography to participate in it just writing

a workshop procedure in éuﬁh a way that the person receiving it can gather

how to wpite procedures rather that alway having to respond to procedures you
write that kind of method is the kind of method that just is belng cried for

or you look at the university I het %ﬁ&ﬁugg% of my professors would have survived
well had they had a method of starting and ending a class in gueh a way that you
grasp that there was a elasa going on rather than a flow of time-of when you

came out of the hall and when you went back into @&@Wﬁaxx & way of marking a rime
go that you had something there that was different thap whad you had at the
beginning befors you got there and sewe that you had at the end after vou go there
That kind of method then under soeisl morality in final meaning What we

need in every community for me i a new m@ﬁnimg@ mf we poed to rish a new neans

of deseribing responsibility a way of maviﬂy how you ecan tell 1f you've been
responsible in a group even gsomething like every litter bit hurts describes
rasponsibility that would 1t mean to &@amwih%SW%ﬁpmn&ibility ralative to water
sewage realative te you garbage when v id itfmaam to give people a handle on

+hat or what kind of a thing pould vou do whers vou'd &&W& mmt the mort of

values that you hold when you make a decision have you evey ﬁu&t set down and




1 making decisions in my neighberhood what is the things that I held most
dear for this neighborhood just bring te self consclousness the sort of
gereen the sort of morality shat vou are operating out of so that you can
look at it and dmmmwilm decide about 1t is that the morality you'd like

to have yourself operate out of {s that the morality you's have your community
operate out of how vou orsate forms that lét people do that. Over here in
basic reles how vou create the ways for people to act out in a community in
any gorup act out roles that hold the significance of tb@p@ 1ife thimx

Time was when being an engineer had a way of holding t%a‘ggg%&ﬁiﬁ&mc@ of 1ife

that had to do whth one's participation in history now a days 1 suspect

R

it has domething to do with these other poles over here. How do you held a ﬁm}ﬂ
for an elder that is unique a role for a youth that is uniocue how de you
dramatize that how do you dramatize the rold af an established adule that is
unique how do you dramatize the role of families and gingle people , the vole

of men and women that is mmigu@ and those roles are only for the sake of

that drematization is only féw the sake of the community groupings Maybe here
you got a role called team leader and you know a team leager iz thds and that

a team leader does thus and so and I've got a way to put my hand into history
with my whole being my being inte history in a role that gives me a way to

iive my whole life rather than the little part of my life that is engineering

or this little part of my life that is the home sener in my neighborhood or

this k€8s 1iftle part of my life that my doctors degree or gomething someplacse
that kind of basis role, basis vole we need to devise in the midst of our
vommmities and now ‘wa need to devise the kind of community groups in which those
basiec yroles make sense who cares who cares about your fine wx&&piMﬁméyim heing

a liberated woman or heing an adventuresowe male who care about your aranative
family but that it has a focus relative to creating the forms that that community
requires forme that give that community a way to rehearse itself a wav to
Formulate iﬁﬁi%ﬁ sven the church offers a way in which that community

has things that vou can join that ymmx mean that you beldng to and are vesponsible
for the community things like this &lders ball that we had here in wptown &

few weeke ago fascinated me In that somebody had declded that there sas goeing to




the malemess and femaleness of that as the demention that they were poling to
emphasize Valentineds dav as kind of imﬁﬁr@ﬁtimé when vou think that the
maleness and femalenaess of life we've made tyrant--procreative schemes there's
the we aay that you're mmwg not a Human being after vou've finished vour
poocreative scheme part of life and problably not really a human being before
they picked that as a way to vehearse the initation of a new community
grouping one that had begim to get going but foousing that T gusss kk what's

it mean to have a group of elders in your community who understand themselves
as responsible for the community as a way for anvyhody to put his foot in the
comminity and say I's responsible for this plece of turf rather thaw some kind
of wish that wouldn't iﬁk%ﬁ nice if I cared and wouldn't it be nlce if

aowe body else cared community groupings is the other. Then inclusive myth
what we need is storles if you don't kike the term myth I don't mean that
derogotorally but stories waye of t&&kimg about living that point o the
rather remarkable myth that living is today T have a friend who is about
16 years old that got a jeb for the first time none of us figured he'd kii
keep it sort of &“Xéﬁy kid he came home one day a¥ter working 18 hours mném
sald "you know that job I work at saves 500,000 lives a year" How what he

does In fact is weld seat belts together Now vou could say that's a crummy

blue collar job and you'd be right YOu could say that's a 4fob that

saves 500,000 live a year and vou'd be equally right. What's itiﬁﬁ@ﬁ

to talk about living today in wavs that are perfectly ripght butgw&yﬂ that hold
the glory of living today in ways that provide vision not ﬁuﬂtffﬂr,yaumf
ommynity but for any cammunity a people talk about if mm&y'§§ h@&;&wm\
charasmatic leader &? our ammm&m&ty someone that could give visfon <to p&m@léc
and have great powere and inteprity and so forth and vou know what s charasmatic
leader is is sometme whe has a story that gives you a way to create a story
about your life somebogly like Ceaser Chavez in the Mexican or Chino community
the kind of unbelievable gift that he is I suspect firet of all a lmt to do
with his fine personality treats or unigaue gifts it has to do with he @w@am@ﬁ
a story about being a people that has given possidle fﬁv any peobple &b@ﬂt h&imﬁ

a people that glves possible in the midet of our time. wh&t dons 1t mesmn




- 1like of neighborhoed in which there is more viclence that any commmity vou've

6en in Uptown 5 is a place vhere there are more people mentally i1l

aver

walking the streets than anyplace else You could say on and on and it/ wwul&

still be true But what bédng & great place to be aiivm does 18 gi

way to talk about gour community--1f a place like this is a gpreat plade to

pe alive the n think of the place you 1ife couldn't be half bad and then

the kind of story with that I was in a course the other day we Fiolshed

t+he course and a guy got up and he had one of these that was yellow and
just at the end of this course
he said oh by the way shis I want to say +hat we come from a place called

Northline 5 and that's the name we've given to this communtiy and this

is the story of ﬁ&&t community here on this horchure and 1f vou'd like to

gea 1t I've got some at the back of the reom wexk  and he just passed them

around and he just sat dewn and It was 1ike you could have heard a nin

drop in the room And it wasn't so mueh that people were shocked at his

audicity as shock at whmt doas it mean to neme a community for %ﬁ @m@m?

operating in the rn&murﬁl arana bringing Life to culture has to &m with

ereating recreating the world anew out of the cultural To the 19th Centure

Mar® recreated the world out of the soononle progesses. He #aid you change

the ways of production and wou change all the ways smai@yy m@wwwtmﬁﬁ He

had We h&@m tm&av & am&tuw&% bais th@ way you change the relations of

pmm@u»ti&m [ 3 amgt&@uﬁ ﬁlﬁ% is hv th@‘”imﬁ of images that you operate out of

that you tell vourself that that pw@ﬁum%imm doas by the ldnd of grasp you

have of what's going on in life Susan Langer aald Self consclousness

wkFe Like eulture like art amﬁ language comes in t@ﬁwwmv@ ons iz it comes

when you create self consclousness from the top and its li%& gomebody from the

top imposed a lirtlﬁ rule in

English that @mmﬁwm&@@ “would Q?&w& wﬁt% capital letters and there was ¥8 no

particular reasen relative to the way life is in the universe really for

pugsdin putting capital letters at the beginning of sentences you eonald

have put it on every single nome the way they do in German and itz been

very helpful particularly if g@m@&%‘ﬁmmﬁ%ﬁ nariods Just to see whatts poling on

there's that kind of rationally that's necessare in order to participate




- and I guess its not from the top down but from thexidkex inside out

kind of rationality for instance when vou go to say sometiling about a
situation like Uptown you've got to take Inte consideration the fact that
everybody cakls it uptown and if vour golng to impose vourself a name
you're going to Bave to take considereation of the Fact that thers is a
rationaly already there existing, there's a hertiage there already there
axiating, ﬁmmgm% save that te create s symbol to oreate vavtionallty can
be deen thru one's own &ﬁtm&timn‘tak% conalderation of what's already there
and then vou take cenzlderation %% what's needed.

You take consideration of take over here on those wall grida vou take
sondideration of the lay of the i@n& what were fhw sort of propensities
that a people cperate In a community and then a consideration sm sort of

the top down-~what's amm an outline that I can remember in my head? ...
What's an outline that I can sws take with me? Transparent rationaly
or symbol reation has to do with holding together fr@m the top and frem the

inside by way of symbold. This 5th City Social %m&ml for instance fou

notice its a square there’'s a universe of difference that's closed @ff like th

thig and a design that's a list--just a 1ift of data The aiffmv&n¢@ is that
this design iz obviously finished someone has made a decision here about
what's Involved in this wodel and for the time being its not open ended
altho I'm suve it could be open ended anvtime that group desided Then

in the midat of it there's a level at which just the dynamics of the community
are taken into consideration on the one hand vour foraing the that it is
finished complete and on the other they can't be complete but that they hold
what's taking place in the midet of the sommunity that 5th city symbol

that old aymbol that 5th city had the lowere part there when they
decidedito do the Flif ﬁg@y’ééaliwwé they had to keep there old symbhol

and vet in the midst of keeping it drawatize the kind of umiﬁyl%%at WAS
holding those two the only reason that you hold those tow together is fmwk
the sake of creating images, creating stories creating wags @f oeprating
that are not for there own sake never ape they for the sake of wour own

community but image that allow anv other community that sees you a way
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s community. You 144k at that 5th city symbol and anyshody whth amckm
:k any kind of inventiveness at all you can sort of see how you could do

orie of these in your own commumity. If you wanted to and i{f you bagin dass

to think of one for your own cammunx y it does scmefHiIng to your own

community That's the only reason you'd‘brnata something kike that as far

as I can tell And fipally I guess the cultural bais or what ever has to do

with forms that allow tangentable participation why a community grouping--

because somebody can put his namé on a line and belong Why a basic role

because somebody has hard responsibilities in hand to perform he can see

himsadadf acting out care for that commnity Bhy inclusive mytha sco that

if somebody says to ke on a Saturady where do you live I can say rather

thaxn than having some vage kind of idea that somehown I'm interested in

or that I'm concermed about my neighborhood That smort of focus there

and so finally meaning in our time {s not something that is given but gsometing

that 1s seen thru something else It {a the significance the greatest the

story of a community ia the reason for gattiﬁg along in 1ife is something that

is seen thra something else Human beings vou could give meaning to and they'll

take the meaning a life cut of it These “what's its" this post human

eriter that's heginning to emerge will not take meaning from nobdy as far

as I can see but they'll take the things that are given to see thru and

make new ones and mske ofit of them the meaning of there )mmm own situation

And I suspect thés being a “wh#t’u it" is going to be very painful and

difffcult and I suspect that 'what'aits" have the time of there lives in

the midst of it.




