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for years. Just ez viclous of wars 25 the Hindus and Yuslime have had in our times. T mean thase were

two diffarent veliglons Flohting for territory. But they were In one sense one veligion.

Herw :
great deal of commonality. amd the juncture of our times amxksh is that the Pacnle of Cod

Jewish pelipion hare into Greek religlon arve new moving out of Oreek religion and

on aw@w happendd to Hindulsn . Wamely it's a

of the orl m Just dled vesterday aftemo
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already decided, not theXEEFcumenical Institute, that hes decided, but the People of God have already

b

s

decided to bulld theily nevw religiows adventure ouk of all of the of hupsoness on the face

of the earth, You go to AFgica, the Afriecan Church has already been for generations, ain some kind of sk

intense dialogue with Afrdesn forms of humsnnese, You go to Indiz, thay already got theologisns who are

experts on Hinduism, who are experts on what £t means to think asbout what it mesns to be a brown man akand

a Christian at the same time, this is alveady ghmgoing on, That them church is gemgolng to vrebuild its &

future religlon, out of the religiens past of the entire earth, and not out of the religion of the Groehk

part of the earth. Ue'vexr already made that decision. And, teo just grasp what a phenomenally, unbelievabdx

%

-

decision that is, That we will consider in the future, no less important religious terns one of these ternms

out of MMnduism, if it is a good temm, rooted im the deeps of humenkmwness, swmekThat Atman and Brahman will
N

X

be just as good, 1f it's good, will be mjust as good amdas the Kindom of Geod, the Lord of Hosts, and all
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, there isn'e

And we are seeingin the midst of this that all religions are finite, that/any such thing as The Beligion,

such thing as THE
snybody going around saying "I've got The Religion" is an inauthentic human being. There is no/religion

1f being Christisn kweans being & part of & religion, well, you are just an minauthentic hujan being.

1f being the ¥kPeople of God means being 2 Meslem, you are just an inasuthentic buman being. Pariod,

Religions are Religions, sort of like polffics are polities, and economics is economies, there is pood

good
economics and bad econbmigs, there is hud relipion and bad r eligion, But the relipion, itself is no

closer to what it mesns to be the people of Cod than polities, Yow, there's faith, hope snd love here,
8

have nothing vhatsocever to do with veligion, Hothing, I mean they have got no more to do with religion

than they do with economies, 1'11 put it hthat way. Of course, they are going to take on economic form,

And of course, they ave going to take on religioms form. But the forms, they are going to take on amwewill
not be faith hope Wmmm love. The forms taht they will ghutske on will be just, you know, forms, and all

forms on this earth are utterly finite, 1 don't know what happened to you when you see that, but what




' MARSHALL, PBRM OF CHRISTIARITY, 7/15/74 Page 14

happened mto me was just & revolution, I saw that being 2 men of faith was not the sawe thing and never

was and never would be the same thing as having a religion. That bullding religion was just as ohjective

a task out here in history as building polities, even though it was dealing with the deepsat interior

fundamental enbology of human nature, Yow, we've going to have te think through in the future what all

this means, and if back here you had wour two-story world, Out here you've got, of course your one-story

You've just got vours seculsy world, Working inside z two-story world of this peried, they set wp

= fpnte

twe  Spaces The kase of the churek, 1711 esll it the world of syrbbls, was the space whave

w%@wwm go on, and theyasthen you have over heve next to it, the world of sort of practical survival,

& Angl, you maybe applied the wlife that you develpoed over hers to this one, but thiswas twe different worlds,

You taltked Babout going to church, myou left this world, and went into the world of symbols, where you

had your church, & Thés was tyue for Hindu's as well, they left kzmthe world, and went to the temple, you

went into some world you invented where the sywbols went on It was a fnelful world and it was a fadedful




- MARSHALL , EFORM OF CHRISTIANTIY, 7/15/78 , Page 15

world in order to get hold of the shkmwother world, obvmkiously, But it was like they had one space for

the other world and one space this world., And the deep interior connsction between the twe had to be

& worked out vather complexly. Now, You and I have experienced the other world in the ménidst of mem:

world, We do not have to go to church to meet the mystery, We never realy did, but what we realize now

\%s
W

is there is one sense, the mystery never was and never has been in chureh, srmevsetly, In our day, the

one place kyou went to find the mystery absent, hopefully, was at church, was the only place vou could go

to get away from it, The only time you ever found the mystery at church was when some radical, revolutiona)

praacher brought the werld in there, and applied these sywbols to your worldl® 1ife! ( ) That's the way

I feel sbout it too! We are meeting the wpstery in the wmidar of WM A/ /11fd/the world, fnd the full

radicalness of that is just barely beginning to seep through on us, I wmmw% to get sowe good sxamplez of

what it means to meet the mystery in the midst of the world, I keep using corny things like this meout of

~ discipline you wanted,

F

physica and nigmidblolegy . And vou eanld wee o
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Bubt’ you gaiust g0 end study Physies snd yvou mest the wystery. 1 was heving & gyrest time reading dhysics

last quarter, again on some resson or another, snd I came across this mnalogy that sort of struck me as

something I wanted to do, is bulld myself & poster. 1€ sald 1f you ean imapgineg the sun as the size of an

@mmeWWHNWQw the earth is 30%xmm féet away foom it and 1s the sime of 2 grain of send, Oh, bov, vhat an

art form that would make, To take s piece of black cardboard 30ft long and 1 fe. high, and on one end of

-~
it, put an ovange sun, and the other end of 1t put a little blue speck, ind fust stand back and look at

that, that's wm&n,mwwwmwmw fnd 1f vou vanted to go to the wwmwwmwmn%wnmww it iz two bldcks doun the street,

fnd 1f you want to go tht the next sun, the next star, it is in shout Hawalil, Yow is this veligion or

e

sclence, YéhA/Edb1d/ ¢d/64/T mean the awe of these spsces Efeeps in on vyou, Or you want to move in on biclegy

and talk sbout the destiny of this planet, the utterly, almost unbelievable fact that we got trees in existen:

in
of time, to gbulld oxypen enough to have life as we hnow 1t, and how the flowers d4id what the flowers did,




b
W

i

MARSHALL , FORM OF CHRISTIANITY, 7/15/74 page 17

this planet, Or you look at how the head of man came into being, every eme of these subjects is just awe-
inspiring. Host of you read Bisele’s book, haven't vou? Barmloren Eisele? Well, after you have read a book
like thet, you say, now 1s this science or is this religion? Or vou must be zble to go into economles, Right?
Baad econowies withour faving the mystery, Ve tried thet lo sveser 771 snd failed wiservably, Even the people
working en mining gezprocedures foll through to the other world., There is just senc place to go, It is in th
are

widst of the world that you/vddf/MIAl meering the relipgious, JAnd of course we are going to have to giwe

that some kind of form, in terms of wyths and sywbols, But doing so is going to bring into belnpy an entirely
new religion. MHow, what we are experiencing, hovevers 15 the profound dialogue with what they 444 back here

%
in the Zold way. But it's justewm profound a dlalopue vith the “ehristian heritere 2abut no nore profound

than the Hindu heritage. 1 thought maybe you umight Mww%wm%w a 1ittle Bit of an evapple of vhat 1t 18 golng

to mean to continue this dlslogue with the xie¥religions of the world, O we hads 2 great time, last wesk,
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trying to tysnspose Uindulsm, fnd what we wwwm. to pealize . in the niddst of thiz was rhet we wers making

=_ Beacuse wem were Jddf

i

& positive contribution to the destiny of Hindulen,

dd/idddddédl doin i1y the samelioh for Bindulsm as weBultmann and the bous were dmmdoing for

Christianity. That i, taling it out of the uiddle sges and putting it $nto 20th century relationships.

fmAt any rate, let's spin a little bit on this. If you are golng to vork with Hindulswm, vou arerp

Bave to work with the idea of constiowsness, And consciousness gein that heritage is 2 hard category, e
because it includes mxgnot simply veason, but alse reality., That is, you live ine consclousness, which
includes the external and the interdembal world, in the imagination there, You live in consciousness is
acted out. Consclousness is acted out as well ss experienced, Comsclousness has a sert of a whole hutiman
belng feel to it, One way of mmwwwwﬁw is that conselousness is partiecipation by the self-conseclous creature

in the whold flow of being(?) ANd, ¥é/Héddvhen you are in consclousness, wierd things happen to you. Life
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ek /1 # Bherefore conscious of hiwssl? as 2

%

ooa sheaey wyeterysind That Lo wstery

relationahip to the shesr mystery. ¥hich means

that voum are 18 no less mysterious than the wystery of all tise and zpace that we ave in. Hindulerm zot

this said in three words: That thon art, 411 that infinite nystery of time and space, thou art, Brobmen

the mystery of a1l time and space, Atman, the mysters of what you ars, and it's the same mystery, vou,

self

What that doss to the/imase of man who nesmally thinka of } Wimeelf doun here dn torse of his find

concratifon, and all the humilisted 4mages that he comes up with outof that, wis suddenly he realizes in the

midet of hin finite, I1ittle, dinky husiliating insges, alsow mey lo, 12 mvstery itsslf. ¥e 1= wysterious

bevond mysterious bevond mysterious, beyond mysterious, bevénd mysteriouns, his selfhood 1z preat beyond

great, bevond great, buvond prest, because men 1s 4 velationship with the wyetery, which velates ¥o that

relationship and 1n doing so, participates in that mystery itszelf and is mysterious as he looks inte his

great

oun balng. Wall, thess ¢ kinds of the deens, wﬁﬁwwwwmm of the world bhas Jdealt with. And fasy avs s
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less deep in our time and any other time into the future, snd when you think of what this particalar pespla

did in historv. The beginning was such profuddities wa this and thes building religious sxereises, which

vere difddIdliverally Listla Tonatinn Oddvasens, of various sorts; of gmmm 1 got clear on, they, some of
s about had & nervous lreakdown, fust trying to transpose one Ignstian Oddysseyv. But these peoyle fais
Buile hondreds of theess things to allow the last fat lady in India to discover that she was this kind 0OF

an here, And what wvould this wesn, to take on this kind of a

B badng srathey Bhan o Froo pn

ehallence? to bulld zthe ind of ewmaercizes, religlous exercises s every last humen

%

bedng on the swaurface 6f the sarth to sxperience  thelr grest derfh, to experisnce thely desps. Vell, sgome

thing around all of this 48 vhat 1t means for the muachureh to pass threugh this barrier, 7The ssovle of od,

| 4
a

L&
o

on ¥hwthis elde aregoing to hulld s new way fof beline veligious £hat is true to our times, they are golaz to

build it ip dialogus with all the heritage of the earth, they are godng to bulld it is the Ivaze of secular

d £
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