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T, it
It was like I experienced myself as inadequate before all the eapth. I mean

it was not jusbedhed.i-3 Pt Tust

Chatterly, I mean, have vou ever

back to London,

get to Switzerland, ang

fte

d Fine,

now much they sg

5 N = . 3, % - h - N 3
pe the way it was forever, That I would forever be i?&éﬁ@{ji}{'}f{i%. Forever

that it was not other than it was.

T s o 5 1 v 5
But vou know it

again
unburdened from ever having 8ared to think that of Europe.,

=

all of the world. and Biafra too. And the pest of that year in England, T was at

e
home like I have never been at home. I did not have to seek after friendship, there
no more need to have friends, after that time. There was no expecting that
things would be any different. T was clear that that was it would be forever,

I knew my frailities. that T never knew in my whole Eif%§7§sw these treks

XZ?
through the other world Hust simply a way to try to get clear with one another
not

-

on the various ways you and I experience our lives. . We arenttlking in these

lectures, if you can eall them that, about anything but our own common experience,
for everyone of us has experienced all B4 of the states on that chart or they

are not - If there is any one person in this voom who has not
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one, all of you could go over there and say that, but I mean, if any one of us

¥

can go over there and say that's not in mv life, then it's wrong. it"s not

meant to be. ?7?  These ave common experiences. Some of us are more conscious

ay
of some of them than others, for some some of these states be more graphic.
than other states have been. Some of these states have been pivotal
for us. and thus stand out in ouwr memories. and others have not. But all of theuy

us have experiences all of them, and you and I, in our whole life in these states,
and these states along. We are always in a state of being. The only guestion is

5

which one. and of course you and T may delude ourselves about which one we ape

ke

o+

n faeo ra in

we

[

actumlly in. &ut and we may decide we are in utter joy when

gy

despair , that's fine, you can decidethat your living before the mystery when

pete

in fact what you are doing is be ng creative. That is fine. Then vou are

always in one. The only question is which one. and what is the significance of

g

being in that state at that particular moment. m in history./ And it seems to me

/

p
. Ve . e s
who is self’conscious about which
that he holds hims
state of being he is a part of. That is his unigueness. as a spirit man. fexkex

il
ot

o

thats what a spirit man is. He is the one

Q

£

sr¥f conscious which state he is in. It is that which allows him to destroy his

naivite and to move beyond his to overcome  his finiteness .

Amy Hilliard said upstairs in our Bgroup yesterday or the day before yvesterday, that
theyxayx the question that you and I want to answer is the question your four year
0ld or in my case my sevem year old Randy comes up and wamkm asks when he comes un

and says "Daddy, what is 1ife all about?" And for the first time you and I have
him
a way to answer %%, At least that is the way I experience it. Oh, T mean T had an

= ® 5

answer before. T used to say that what life is all about is living the life you had on -
your hands. you know, and that was enough to put any seven vyear old off,

and it even does pretty good with some twenty-seven vear olds. But after all vou

a3
[
3
e
fba
Jf:“& .
pat
e
o
=
.,«‘i
Q
fod
[0t
[
m
e
o]
s
i
o
ke
o]
5

think about that one and you have to say ves, tha

-
H

¢

am going to live. and then it is that

&

yourself, allright, what is the life

question comes back. all over again. It seems to be that the kind of answer you



have to give a kid, vour seven year old is very simple. LIfe is all about a land,
sea
it"s all about a rivey,it is all asbout a mountain, and it is all about a wiwewm,

et
}m& %

It is just that simple. Or let me put that another way. Life is all abdyt

dealing with the irrational. It is all about autheniticty. Tt is about engagement,
The youth culture has made that clear, has not it? And it is about happiness.,

That is all life is about, those four things. Or let me say them another way.

»

It is shout the mystery and it is about awareness. T+ iz about é ch/and it is asbout
}? P . ,.,;/”

fulfillment.Somebody says, what do you mean, you want to bring humanness,

things
or that is what you say. What it means to be human is to be in those four states.
and nothing else. To put that another way, life is to be lived before God,

1s to be a self, it is to ke care Far £ this world and it is death,

(=

=

t

and these is nothing else. that life is. Life is humility. obedience, love and
it is peace
expedignee /1  value those spheres vesterday 'cause like over the

®

rivers that are there ig scriptures it is exciting +o let yvour mind think over

the rivers, There was the river that flowed out of the garden of eden, and

devided the world into four great areas, one for each of the great cultures of that tin
that

There was the river Jordan Joshua crossed There was the river Jordan in which

Jesus was baptized, there are other §§%§S§§§t we do not need the last of these
. e i .
for which I am grateful. The last gt&é??9 Then he showed me the river of

5 j * # = + &
the water of life spayking like crystal as it flowed from the foundlain,
el

stream was a city and
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nation . I like that little passage. for it gets communicated what the pi
of consciousness is all about. The river of consciousness is that which Flows

thooush the land of mystery, Without the land of mystery it would not be a river.
There would be no banks. But it flows through the land of mystery and it surrounds

the mountain of care, and it empties into the Bea of Tranquilkty.  There is no
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way te

iake xwagin the mountain of care in the land of mystery save vou cross th iver

of awareness. That is the only way there. And there is no tranquility save you have

borne the mountain of care. Now the river of conseciousness as we have besen

talking this week, has within itself four aspects. Two have to do with oneself

and two have to do with awareness of oneself over against the other. The

river of consciousness is forced ———ecoemommmmee oo over against vour fate,

Awareness happens if you come over against life as it is coming in on vou,

and just hitting the fate that vou have on your hands. and that is where

awareness breaks }QOS%jif is taking an authentic relationship to the situation

that you actually have on vour hands and when that happens then the flip side

comes into view and that is freedom you find vourself in sheer freedom with

[N

sheer creativity with sheer inventiveness with creative existence and then vou

find yourself thrown outside of vourself and dealing with yourself in relationshin
awvare
with the other and you are still Amaking wxkh yourself as over against the

mountain of care, w%mn vou are not aware of yourself you find vourself first

dealing with the relative of it with the -- and discovering
that all of those are rvelative and none are Final when you find vyourself
forge
having to mreaxe a moral ground you have to create a  moral ground
out of your own deciseiveness there is no ground there any longer

and finally you find yourself thrown into final o accountability with the obligation

af the whole of creation itself and this is a new absolute that come on the other
it is like
side of akixabmmiuteszx the laws of all absolutes I dom not know how vou showed up
in history but i showed up in history already caught up in the le of the
ist
exitential world, I discovered that the eth that were taught alreadvy had to deal

t

th the person that I bumped intc next door it was like the exitentialist revolted

shoving forth an ethical immediacy where vou
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had to deal with that which was immediately present to you and the moral questions

and the situations that vyou
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could not avoid. Tt was sort of the question you asked, 'who is mv neighbor'
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and the response immediately came, 'the neighbor is the mekmhkmw that you meet on

2]

*

and what got clear in that kind of

;7:
Q
"3
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3]

the street, and that is who yvour neighb
an event was that every kimdwmfxs situation was an ethical situation. WNo action
did not have ekhical implications within itself. T know when I came home to do

gquartes
some teaching in New Orleans this last meueszm and we had a seventy-

eight year old Monsignor come mm# in and he decided to leave early because of

another meeting, he never planned to stay there through the whole time and we
called him radically into question for his leavin ng and called the group”s
question even more for letting him go, and suddenly somebody said "My God' you
mean every decision is a life and death decision. Well +hat is what the
exitentialist for it, that every situation is a life and death
Aerpirien situation responsibility. Responsible

opportunity to make great creative acts. But at the same time that vou answer
the question 'Who is my neighbor! by saying 'the next person that comes down +the
street' you begin to’come clear that every man is my neighbor and you cannot

=
w"k

cal . . .
Forge xgxxgxgai action sheerly out of immediacy of dealing as experts so vou

w‘

have *to in light of all the other persons on the mhmdwsx whole globe

that you are going to deal with, and suddenly vou are aware that breaks out the

L»«Jw
Wfa

awe the relativity of your situation beyond the easy act and forces vou to deal

fomd

with the whole of the globe. Tt throws you over against the necessity for a global

act, therefore a new universalism built inside not outside of some idéals that are
out of

floating down ke from heaven, but ame the grassfoots exitential situation thet

yet pours into a new kind of abioclute, a new kind of universalism, and this =

is what every man experiences as that which ealls his eing fiinally into account.

It is to stand before the whole of existence and to realize, 'my life is not my own'

[

'my 1ife is not my own'. As I try to get my mind around what it meant to grab hold
of that state of existence, when vou saw that vour 1ife was not vour own, I began to

see that were £mr four parts that were identical +o that catepory

»

and then I have four imaginal ones that are




Finally I began to see that my life was over against ik=m¥f being itself finally
and holding itself before that, what vou begin to grasp is that wak what it means
to be yourself is to be whole or holy, same thing. That is what he discovered.

Then he discovered solitary, at the same time that he discovered holy. Then he

discoverad s then he déscovered complete failure. Or to put that another

way, he experiences himself as the king of the world, then he wakes up =mmex gme one

i

morning and discovers his mouth is full of ashes. He finds at the centre of his

i““' ®

being a whm¥e hole that he canpmot fill. and stands before his own court. When one

wakes up and fimdzxhiwmze}f begins to see himself over against

I have been there before, like on that
in Europe
trip to Europe, I walk into a strange town , and I felt that I have been there

before, though I have never been there, like I knew the towm already, and I knew
% -] g %

what I was going to 7 and then I » Just like that scene in
Patton where he stands on the mountainside in Sicily and deseribes the whole
battle of the back in 3 or 400 B.C, and then h#és Lieutenant says

how do you know so much about it, and he says 'I was here'. That is the experience,
From
You have been there before. It is like vyou were there before your birth, before

.

you were in your mother's womb =~ you were present, you were a being, you were whole,

and you wers uniau out over your sociality, I do not kggv about vour

sociality, my sociality started out in the 1 beginning to be five @3@? f;£%y3 belisve
me that is a sociality to be over apainst. You discover uniqueness very quickly,
you are the only manm male and the other five are all wmmmr 8 older thatm you are,

I mean, It changed my life forever, shaped me, created me, I did not even date
until I was seventeen, I did not figure T needed to, T £iguwsd knew everything theve
was to know about girls. Anyway Exhismed for a long while I blamed the fact that

I had not dated until I was seventeen on those five sisters. You began to forge

your sociality over agai nst sociality, but then at the

same time yumxkmgimuxtmxzersex if that happens, you begin to sense vou do not belong,

you begin to sense that you are different from all of that and that you stand out



