SIDE Bemenen -~~the beginning of the lecture, the above Side A being the

conclusion?

(first part garbled)

the Other World /3’ffﬁ ;e . some g@?tléf war

that large chart back there
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And~yeu.know Bne of the things th

you know there are 4 areas of the Other World and the firs+

one is the Land of Mysterv and the second one is the Rewds of Consciousnesss and
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the third area is the mountaing of Care and the fourth area of the Other World
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he Sea of Tranquillity. Or another way to come at that, o urge, iz to
simply say that what life is about is that 1life is about Mystery and life is

=

about Freedom or Consciousness and life iz about Care or servi 1 that 1ife

[

Ome- of t%& £i gt things

is about tranquillity or

the steps in the Land of Hystery
the Land of Mysterv/and how the Land of Mystery is relatsd to the ather areas of the
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Other ¥YWorld and to the Sanctification. In order to do that

the strang

eat
vou zxfaxgziie ple

ce of poetry I just van across yesterday, written, oh, not too
long ago. 1 don't know what you'll think of it . It's sort of like a story.

HMayvbe vou'lve read it before

EEEHY SECOND AVENULE PORTRY«
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: b the Other World., The Cther Worlid is a mythology, & mythology I
o =0 %

guess that we've created, yet it was already there. It's a mythology to get ahold

cular man the deeps of life, to get ahold of the experience of the awe,
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it's a mythology that gets ahold of what it means to deal with space and %XEm time

The Other World has to do with the Awe. The

/and it's
Other World has to do with Fear and Fascination. I am utterly mundane . It's

like that old ", And thif haé to do with the
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Awe., And the Fall, . .last fall happened to be in the suburbs, shopping and as

s driving throush the streets it locked like everv single leaf that had ever grown

fallen off the trees. And in Chicago, vou know they don't



turn ted and yellow they just sort of scrunch up and get brown and dry. All the
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leaves in the Chicapgo area. and they were all running down the street, you

were just running down the street. And it just occurred to me that

know they

they're dancing to their death, they're dancing to their death, vou know, and it
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know. Well, that's what the other world's about. I
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present to the fascination that sits in Zmd

the mundane. I have a teen-age daughter and recently she came back from school and

you know, I've known her a long time. I've probably known her as long as anvbodsg.

't sheer mystery. She was ¥ somebody I didn't
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And when she came back, sh

know. She was filled with awe.

the minute we figure out that we've got life wrapped up and taken for granted the
mystery just breaks through . For the Other World is simply a mythology for grasping
held of that kind of conscisusnsss. And the Other World, you know, is not something



midst of this world. It's on the table. it's
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on the floor. It's in the person sitting next to you. The Other World is simply

a consciousness of the Mystery that's in the midst of this world. It's hearing a

e

It's washing dishes

baby cry and just grasping after the

with somebody and just thinking about all human beings that have ever washed

dishes, and all the humang %;at probably ever will. Its just awareness. Well,

+hat chart over there or any other chart you might see about the Other World

¢

is simply a rational construct to lay form on the face of being, on the face of

consciocusness that everybody has. And

n vou're most present to +he Awe. The Other

World is not about space, or salvation. It's not a doctrine. It's just about

experience in life and seeing through to the transparency of life.

first area

and you know it's not
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of Mystery, but rather I show up in the La
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you Know
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~rayved and
brave

vou know a thr
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after ww he came home, he went off *o elf, and sever, several
ter he came and talked to his Father does God kill people?”
God song

Well, that's a hard question. And THExSORERFHER Had been written not long before

and was there in our conscliousness and so John answered that "Well, vou know

It's God and God who takes his 1ife awav.
am said. “I'm going to stay away from
nd

s that kind of

I numoy

it's tha
we Just contend the awe-fulness through,
confront vour own contingency and it's

there. You'y

e

=

wonder~£filled. I mean, therve's
concerned with wonder over that kind

of an

hours
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imary event I'm almost shocked that I ' wazxsima=x 30 vears old wasg

/vit didn't happen to me until I
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For me I gusss th

with the death of my father. But I mean that event (amd-every thought eof that event
-everything 1'd ever thought before was gone. Everything I'd ever relied upon was gone.
Every bit of security that I'd ever experienced was gone. I couldn't grasp how people

could go gon living, for what you are really over against is nothing, just nothing,

]

not somethingness, but nothingness, the Absoluteness, the Nothingness. And I guess

for two years, for day after day I just wrestled with that gquestion. And I mean I

what
tled with it as to whether I could go on another day living in a world where/you

A
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were over against was nothingness. And I'd drive to school and really wonder whethep

to continue another day in that kind of , that kind of life. T was just critically

disoriented. Life--the-Aweful-Enreounterit's I don't know it'm happens in

sociological events, mavbe vou premember, I think one of the most

at the time of the
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in my memory of the news happen

~first went up, and you remember that one bov whe tried to

and he climbed the wall and was shot at

escape from



several times from the Fastern side, didn't make it over, and nobody

West rescued him and they left him there, I think it was two days before he died,
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wonder how can vou dagfg to live in a world

How can vou bear the kind of irratipnal kmmdmnabsurdity. Becuase it's tha

of an encounter, it's an encounter with not being in

own finiteness, it's an encounter with absurdity, perhaps it happen

somebody’s marriage , somebody you knew you could count on, 1 mean,

&, b

from the

And you just

ancounter with my

it was a

missional marriage, and it was gone. And you locked, and you thought, My God.

You can't count on anybodv. And suddenly,

your life. And you just kmew that all relationships are fragile, that every

P

finite. Perhaps a colleague

after

vyt H 3 5 1+ " o P T %
vou've in., and vou sense/vour own Tiniteness, and vou know the

Encounter of vour own finiteness

nwthkin relipgious order that

wikk when
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It's a fine film

And I mean that kind of Encounter, the Eec
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talking about
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frer that kind of encounter

he kind of you know experience, ymuxkswzof ghsurdity

I can't under-

whith is in ths

nounter with the 4

see just the inescapable power for theré's no escape from that mystery.

stery, I'm over against my own death, the death of every attachment th

» the death of every attachment that I have, utter Wléal»fd
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the absurdity of life there close
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there ¢ven to survive. He decided +o come over,

b3

ourney on the boat, and the sickness, the lice, the kind of

= « e
and the long 3

painful corporateness that was a necessity on that boat and then finally

daughter
one, of the passengers has a little 3-year old gxrk and she's become ill and

all attempts to save her don't make it and she dies. And the father just

bedy

“I thank you God for xakmi taking my daughter

for I see that I've made her an idol and I'm willing to #ork-with only you.

consciousness
It's that kind of azmempiishment that all of your attachments finally are finite.

5 £} 2

Ur that there is no way to hold on to those attachments. Well, when I become

aware of that perhaps readily or perhaps reluctantly, I surrender to the Mystery.

-

I surrender to the Mystery. And then naybe someth. happens because I become

recreated., I am not who I was any more. I =mm become somebody else and I have a

new kind of {wid
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of sense of abandonment a very strange thing happens. . Sudde tiv in the

even that abandonment I

seduced, claimed, owned, possessed by the Mystery. Although the

ey

I'm captured, I'm captured by the Hystery. And the only

that rules me
thing that I belong to is that enigma/and that 's somehow turned it's back

I am so lonely becufise I feel a gap bewween us--who I am and my ever finally

oy

a terrible, terribge loneliness

I know that all that I am is in insatiable yearning for the Mystery of life itself.

And the most mysterious thing ab

I love God
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I love God.
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estranged and vet

To be Zmiaidw cut off, to be

%,

cherish my melations

abandoned me.

captured by the Mystery, and the on

being about Preedom or

I am now awareness

know

'as kind of

-

you

bound.

mwy

am

how at #imes you felt

love that Mystery.

Tillich paper
Saregakan where he

this kind of moment

The only thing

hip tothe mystery, even if that relationship is that

All that I know is that I love the Mystery.
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d yvet  bound,
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sense is stan

what I

The only thing I couldn't stand

I totally cast out.

couldn't stand is being
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somehow totally cut off from the mystery.

he has

As the one #he is
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God's person, my life shows up
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consciousness., And yet at this kind of moment, what I know is, God is

more

on the side of whaxis consciousness for man . And I can be my consciousness.

who 1 am
~. ipventing kmxzhevend. You know, it's the

I can be unfinished. And keep

terror, the terror of realizing that I invent who I am. And you know when vou

become aware of that you really can't talk to anyone else about it. Arsdxymu

pompous
oy mmaiigent, you

[0

say because anything vou say efher sound

know., And vyou're inventing who vou are.. And it

vou don't dare tell somebody what you're doing . A

-

o the Son of God. I know my own

=

dave not invent anvthing

first I wanted to be a teacher. I wanted to be a first teacher right away,
vou know. Oh, I remember a tervible weekend with Doris Hahn., I

R FIPPN- 3
And she was leading

HEr, A terrible time, I couldn't understand vou know.

immediately. I just felt if
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vou have to create? What is one who

['m freedom.

loves Ged? Or that you have

And I create what I am. And then I am freedon in that I am answerable

for evervthing. I am my answerability., Everv single monment is final

gavs I'm at home is wh

chligation but wmixk inclusive obligation. There

my obligation. And there ave no moral limits to my obligation. You know
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died I see

exactly the

to God., An

poetry of

greg, the m

the world i

wonderful,

gratitude

strange
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And I'm free I'm the free one T-am-but as the one who has

my fatedness you know vpart of which is ..o

tigular parents that I had and on and on. I see ny fatedness

R trias,
gift, fatedness not as an excuse for not being right but as =

into-iife
ordination in the light. And I'm free to love God as

Well, my life i
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d then as the one who loves God, if vou were to talk about the £mmrkk

ountain of care when I stand open to the mystery what I see in

s pure wonder. Everywhere I behold wonder. The bugs are
I I zee wonder. In trashecans. I see wonder, Op

For all that is. It's amazing, you know. My God, I love creation.

st

The Emmrim=x thing happened to me. I've always been just scared to death of



to the basement and turned out

I had a long

57 And my husband on the eother hand, if there's a tornado, he

goes out in the yard to see which direction. There's two othavs

But I remember, oh it's been about a year ago that I was downtown shopping

and a storm just canme up suddenly. And of course I could have gone into
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the lightning mame and it poured rain on my hair, you know . I
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And 1 just stood

storm. I mean. it I love the
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SANCTIFICATION LECTURE-Land of Mystery Millie Baggett, July 6
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That's what I'm grateful for---the whole of creation, all the critters in
it, too, every human being, I'm grateful for because they are the creation of

And I love the mystery.
the mystery./ Now you know I may still dislike somebody who belches too often

t
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or smokes the wyong brand of « we, you know, but

but you know I'm grateful nevertheless they are treasures, for they belong

to the Creator or to the creator they are the forgiven ones that the Creator
.
am

as not that I have

made just as I/and as the one who loves God I
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chosen to be grateful. I just am. Mo

my neighbor and as a matter of fact my relaticnship toward my seighbor is dus
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a farce there's no way vyou know to know God
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isn't he mysterious? And why is he so big? I mean, the Mystery just shows up

hat can write poetry, like that paraphrase was. The Mystery just

shows up, in the fact that GBerri Evans is here. Hmw Now vyou know or that

You just encounter the mystery in your neighbor. You encounter the Hystery ([

And to serve God is to serve your neighbor. To love God is to love

«

neighbor. And you know serving your neighbor doesn't necessarily mean doing

it means
what works good but it means doing what he needs,/being what he needs . It

means giving what he needs, It doesn't sw always look good, but it means

really caring. Well, when I'm in love with the Mystery the world becomes my

concern, and ¥x my passion is called forth, It's not tied to one attachment
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anymore because I keep encountering the Mystery in that aweful encounter which

AL

P

reminds me no one attachment is my final attachment. That is the Mystery In

the midst of that I experience myself as one who just has power. It isn't that
snatched

I've decided to have power or that I've it. I just have power because

I love the mystery And it's the kind of power that's helpful to your neighbor,

or the kind of spirit power it's a kind of healing power it's a kind of presencéng

im power it's a kind of spiritual energy. Well, as the one who loves God I also

show up in the Sea of Tranquillity and you know the audacious love of God allows me

to see that every mamm moment is BB ﬁnre§%at§éa§ig perfect every moment is

unrepeatgddbly mysterious I can participate in the eternal in the midst of the

temporal. That is while we've or walking down the hall

or climbing six flights of stairs you know, every moment is a perfect moment

and tranquillity %#xx is not some kind of A ggliukgzx;xif or it's not

7] <

a %;31/éuzéfi, % be tranquil. I remember you know seeing other people that
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seemed to be tranguil and I thought I ought to be tranguil like thi

Tranquillity is confidence in God. Confidence in the mystery that is giving

you this moment. And it may look very stormy. Yet tranquillity is confidence

in

in the mystery that is giving you this moment.' Did amx of you see the Rosoiden

Rivsniurs

Adventure? The one about the shipwreck. Well, that movie is kind of about

getting out of a boat in a wreck, turned upside down and thev journeyrseveral

meet
layers of the boat trying to get to the top and get out. They just mumxinkm

one impossible obstacle after another  everybody on the journey says "This won't

wrong direction

And vet

work! This won't work!

one man  keeps 7 Ylet's go on! Let's go on! Let's go onl’ And this confidence

really
is/only in the fact that that journey id

given  What allows him to go on

only the fact that
is/that journey's been given Hhatxaiiswsxhinxkexgaxenxisxeniyxihexfantxihax

s

The journey itself is not a mistake. Well, the person who %#r loves God experiences
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/every situation

t into 4% and he is
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tranguillity just Zmxxhexwsnder is the one who

the one who releases compassion into every situation ard-kels-the-eme-wh 1 think

o

of i@a%inwwia ke that the name of the

guy who invenged the

:
7

He was interviewed on Tv and somebody was saying oh, how fantastic what you've

done, you know, and then they started showing all the kind of ki things that
sort

were in the laboratory ksxu=mx and how vou use them and it just showed one kimd

of nitty-gritty task after another and finally and writing down figures and

statistics and lists and you know and gEmxs day after day of that and then they

2 i - # % k4 k4 L3
came back and talked to Babin again and said, "Is it exciting to be a

scientist, vou know, cancer vesearch gsi@mtigtf? i
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well }zfé not

really, you know, and most rasearch s§§§§z€;€ scientists, including me just

spend day after day after day doing research and a lot of it is down the wrong

track or is indicating this is not the way we go or it really doesn't disclose any

t's just verv much like working on an assembly line and that
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the reporter B
came as a sort of a shock to me/but vyou know fFabin said you know I wouldnt'
be anything else because for hundreds of years peohple have given themselves to this
kind of task because they see that it's necessary And I wouldn't want to be
doing anything else. And that's what tranquillity is. It's being on the

=

assembly line and sensing the eternality of that the significance the
grorpy-at-Eha

lory of that kind of participation in life of that kind of particination
24 Y £ 1 5 2 T

maybe in the league. Being the one who loves God has to do maybe with

having the that meaning is everywhere
that life is abundant and as a matter of fact you know

I guess most of us,are guite clear now that life is abundant. My God there's

LiEE
g0 much mope ”oggh%gg than you can do in a day that at the end of the day you're

o

tongue's hanging out but the abundance shows through it that the abundance is good

and the emptiness is good. There's that kind of certitude for the 03%% who

loves God and experiences tranquillity Martin Luther's a guy that I've

appreciated a lot and I guess one of the favorite things for me that was told
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about him was he once said you know if I were assigned to Hell for 300

vearsl'd shovel coal }'praise God. That's tranguillity. That's havpiness.

Well, that's confidence. And the person you know ig' the one who knows he fears

s

nothing but God. Well, that's kind of a quick walk through the Other World from

standing maybe"maked in the Land of Mystery as the one who has experienced that

aweful encounter and who recovered that as ~the-Will ef God. If you were to

forld, or the One who loves God maybe in relationship to

et
=y

talk about the (ther

ik
o

Sanctification, the way we've talked about Sanctifi ction, he's the one in terms

¢

of Universal Benevolence who senses the wonder and the awe of existence and who

must have impossible obligation

one who c&% &éﬁ zﬁatg that's good, TFor he sees that unless he experiences that

kind of humiliation he wouldn't be free from all the attachments that were holding him,

=

holding him downm gexwiykdhxz he wouldn't be free to raally participate in life
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ratitude for the impossibleness of that obligatio

he also sees 4 ¢

and it's
Luther again,

You remember back to

e

#Fity--1s not enough/

nd that clarity--hig ¢
"Did we in ocur own strength confide

didn't he write that Mighty Fortress son
sanctification is about.

tls what
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our striving would be iemingi losing.V

It's having mv own strength smashed so far

4

It's not relving on my own strength
thing

never again even imagine relying on it and therefore the only

I

E

away that
one who loves God

I have left to rely on he Mystery. Well, I guess being the
when some kind of

he midst of Un¥versal Benevolence sometimes happen

is in t
particular pain or problem breaks into your life. Recently, and it's so recent I

broke into wy 1life and in

it, & particular

-

don't really want to share
b9

that that pain was waking me up to

I ®Bgan to sense was

the midst of that what

kind of care, that that pain was delivering me to a broa
3 ibility Lk tha s-delivering me to-a-uni Irobligation It was
be ing me to respond to the

Ffering that was

gation, to & broader
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g all the reasons for not loving God.

o

mean, well, do yvou know who I married?

ou know, I mean 4o vo

. .
like around heve?

a lot of veasons for not loving Go
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children on a boat

and the Portuguese

We can't take

nat Christian.

600 Jewish children into our
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Some of vou do.

what
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e delivered into being

an, the one who the rubric of
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lell, we can't take them because they're not baptized.

u know,

and Pope John I guess maybe ¥

He wrote out

And do you know what that cos
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who I riean honored the symbols of the Roman Catholic Church? That cost something

to give integrity, yet that was Radical Integrity. That was loving God. That

was standing before loving God and your neighbor  That was sacrificing any kind of

(lectures) on morality or integriy .

being the one who loves god in terms of Endless Felicity, for part of each new
because
encounter is the arbitrariness of the Mystery. No security mimme I love God

There's just arbitrariness of the Mystery and knowing that I belong inescapably

to that Mystery I show up ready to expend my whole life in that relationship

for IU don't have any other task=

~me. That's my only passion. And they'll go on to problemless. There's no other

[aY

problems that I belong to. I have a singular adorvation and that's God. And Go

so my life that of expenditure and vou knew I'm aw this, &8 the o6né who

shows up as the one who loves God and under the vubric of endless Felicity



Milie Baggett,

& is just awed that what his life is about is problemless expenditure and
p

this is a strange thing. You know it's kind of like you can-chart your own inadequacieg

chart your own weakness .. o4 e A i and your

and you

irednessiyour own awkwardness until vou're not even

wn insecurity and vour own-

sure you're helpful in a situation and what happens is there's a wholeness there

There's a wholeness in your tiredness. Hot that your ‘re not tired. There's a

wholeness to your awkwardness which cannot hold/ There's a little tiny saint

our guild? Gay
who's in us-givls-) and her name is Gay €-day?) And day was telling us about

an experience she had a guarter or so ago and she-z—hadtHsd and she went and set up

this small group of people to set up

went to Academy that quarter and
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she looked around, and she thought, well, if I don'+ go and all these several

so she went And they



set up tables., and thev carried bunks in, up and down those three flig

over there , and matitresses and thev scrubbed floors. Some of you probably ware

with her and And vou know and made decor and cooked the meal and
they worked til 3:00 a.m.

A
served the meal, washed the dishes and it was Jjust three-day-work

people come
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ought I can't do it. You know, I'm going to work

tomorrow, and Ifs I'1) probably not make vis over.

And she got in the front door., and there

v

and it was reminding her that she was on breakfast prep. And that meant that

pre-breakfast prep to do at midnight, and then get up at four and get breakfast

and so she said that she decided "Well, I'm sure that I'll really die, but I'm

going to do it and she d4id it, got up at 4:))} yvou know and fixed breakfast and



well, and this

what she decided was although she was just

she said that that was one of

is kind of like

d seriously., for no reason at all, God says

you know, but it means he always wins

lose

about that Ffor even if I %mue, he wins.

e that's whers my joy is.

imsge that holds that fo

my expenditure.

It was a whole day she kept thinking, "Do you
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e used up, to be poured out, to be burned out, tired and that kind of

experience, that kind of wretchedness, ddg

T

well, somehow I was delivered to say yes to history

More and more I'm feeling g

Millie Baggett, p. I4_

. 5 - )
cleay that she's be dead before the

the most eseitims days of

know I think I could do this

at feeling about

ves to my ves. God says yes fo my

And now that doesn't mean I mlwavs

and more and more, I'm b

about that

wag responsib



#r

s

i

¥

aggett, p.

now the

o
1

b

e

.
114

1

s

1

Eh

skward.

it av

but we -“u

&

L&
=4
e

-
H

i

115 =ad
™y
i

Rt

E

o

b

Fou

T

There were seven peop

c

v

P

recentl

now

k

(e




and that's even worse,

So I and the ziopper stuck vou know
and and I it up and I it

vou there I was I mam mean 1 it
really
was siiiy, very humiliating and I was just stuck there well, I about
waking John up, but that takes about a half an hour, so
and, you know, 5 or 8 years ago mavbe a day or two ago week ago I
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would have said 'L Goddammit  you know, but what broke me out
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And vou know, 88 I said it out Imsd loud about

at me. And I justidown on the bed and laughed mith
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ither World but-thev that

does that, that transforms "Goddamm life is absurd” inte "God is laughing at me"”
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ansforms what life discloses. as sheer joy & of being one who somehow thougl

Well, axmemupksxmf something happens

you know wasn't even that you decided to do it and but you did it and somehow yerrime



