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In the historic church year, this is Palm Sundaygj’ﬂhd I've been reflecting a bit
on how you hold Palm Sunday together, the end of the quarter and the béginning of

next guarter which is also the beginning of summer and the beginning of September.
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My time d&signf?ﬁfall mixed up. It's difficult to live September in April. }ymf

I've been reflecting on Palm Sunda{y§nd the first powerful image that comes to me

is the reminder that the season that we;fér in begins with Ash Wednesday ,$g€
(,‘(k ?(,.e (/’ A

P4 4

s . s gﬁ*‘ef»cmim
which begins with putting on your foreheaq% the burnedout Palms of tha'pgmwr
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Palm Sunday. 0Or" ts thé way of saying, I'll but it as secularily as I can, you
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were m really stupid about Palm Sunday , you didn't evem know what it was about
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and just so that you'll remember, we'll articulate/to you graphically., thet-you
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did-net-understand. Or it is the rhythrem of lifﬁ/ﬁfﬁat ¥e are the people who are

o
constantly building illusions that the lord is constantly destroying. You can
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imagine, the kind of stances that people had on that Palm Sunday. At last, this
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character that thejﬁ% put their money on decided to go public. He at last, decided to
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get authorization in New York, I mean in Jerusalem. ﬁ@wﬁﬁﬁﬁi&xf;aﬁ going to‘ﬁ;pg
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wrap things up. Thamﬁware going to gat/ﬁ é&aar #hat what they wéﬂe doing in

AT oS
secret for all this time; aﬂ&myto discover that tﬁéﬁ%h&y had aéﬁéhew week ahead of

. them which literally zonked all that they thought that they had gotten wrapped u@ﬁ??
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I want to suggest that its appropriate '\to begin the quarter on Palm Sunday.

Lo

;%r we are entering a time when we gggwthiank gpé; we have some images to project
o [

!
into the future and we'ge going to discover that by next September tgﬁxwwe wéll

be. pattia ¥ M7A£ /}3 hes wrlf

P put” the ashes of this quarter on our fmwehaad?zﬁyéAQQmartiaulage what this

quamtang that we're entering is all about on the other side of the summer and

hxttmng ani
the global Priors meeting. We are mearing a tlme,ﬂg& we argé%py clear that

¥

s+ Wwe have lostnfnot lost, that's not rlght gé The Lord has taken out of history

some ® of the images around which we have focused the meaning of our life both

and - Fhe
in the = worlgﬁgﬂd the movement, the Church,ﬁthe quartergénd that t%oa;iare being

transmuted into something radically different. It is a time ﬁ&ﬁg which pushes

é%*evan w%#%‘yQ'more than ever before, I exyariencatgwrap thimgs upad?%n&
p :
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some kind -fmx of image that will hold the meaning of your life; the meaning of

history,the meaning of everything. I want to suggest that if we are people who have

to get it wrapped up , we will not survive this quarter. For this will be a

quarter in which our images of the Church , our images of the mmvem&nt,; 

of the guild will be transmated into something that we do not even know yet what—they .

“witi-¥e.. What were those lines in the"Vision" , I thought I'd remember them

but I don’tgbut it talks about die your death not knowing. (This is the time of
not knowing and we are tha;gﬁgypaap&a who dare to move into the Ffuture, for the
sake of man , and in creating that future, keeping the pain of tﬁggﬁnot knowing
interiorized. Or finding the spirit tools whereby we canﬁ&f'g; live in the awful

pain of not knowing whether what we are doing is the right direction. I thought that

was true five years ago but as I looked back, that was simple. Now it is that you

have a tough time even knowing or deciding how to move in one minute direction

because you know that it /éxplodas images everywhwere. We're called to be the

people who life with the pagin of that an%gfwhc are called to be the ones who
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do not splatter the pain across hismtory but whd sit on it; to engage in the

takk before us , in the midst of thaég.agany of not knowing whet¥eére- whether you're

going in the right direction. We're all very excited about the guildgbut I have

i

to keep saying to myself, the guild has been in being now 13 weakaé and I do not

know whether it's in the ﬁ?£~ right direction. I do now know what transmutations

are going to take place in that Guild this quarter and over the summer.. I do not

even know whether what we set out to do in 26 weeks can be done in 10 or 3 years.
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?at“&omnwtwevanmknoﬁ if the Guild is part of the Local Church. (?;domﬁmmknnm) I
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§ don't know, the direction that all those things are going to take in the future.
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I have -emg waysof handling that?anéwﬁha% is to splatter that out acrossxghistory,

so that I create a malaise in every % other human being or I have the possibility

of deciding, as a man of spirit, to sit upon the agon y of that not knowing and

walk ahead with the assurance that the Lord of HIs tory is the i§ébwh0 Finally

decides. That becomes very practical for me, in terms of not knowing.‘lg is very

H ﬁo’&rw
easy in these times to éyst Turn intg)a fantastic concern that every minutia of our
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life be wrapped up, like assignments, like my team, like my unit, of wanting every
s "/ ? ® ®
detaidk to be wrapped up in-epée- order to get some kind of box in which I can
P

function. I want to suggest that this quarter , even the images that held that

will explode into new possibility. This is going to be a quarterzwher@ we

é;% going to spegA send a lot of people out on LENS trelis. If you want your téam

wrapped up you will not be able to stand this quarter. Youf§£yteam will be
A

dispersed across the globe and across North America. Maybe you ought to look at your

team and get acquainted with thgﬁ;yau may never see themm agih- again. That's the

the Dnature éf the kind)af quarter that we are entering into. :zgéi Probably there
%
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were only @ few there Palm Sunday, maybe it was only Jesus and m¥ & maybe not even

Jesus who understood the power of the imagery that he was engaged in; that hi;yaﬁi
knew that going to the world, going public, was another way of announcing gfggoing
r;fwﬁ o
to the Cross. That thosexg/are not separate things. There were probably those who
ol
wanted to keep the secret of it and eriad\madness“ and ran away. But there were a

few who were the Church, I gatherm, who decided to sit on the pain of the collapse of
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all their former images and to wait and to watch and to move ahead.

We as the movemental church, turning to the world, are called to gird ourselves

to be that kind of a body. Not for our own sakesgbut in order that we %9£%”
Y :

allow the eff» world to endure, no, not just endure, but to move through the pain

of the collapse of its own images of what it means to be human; what it means to

be male, what it ng means to be female, what it means to be a natimngand

transmute that into the glory of servanthood in the time ahead. As we eat this

meal, I would call us to be those who die their death not knowing. Amen.
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