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have called sanctification, er what the church has called sanctification. these me
sorning sessions and we have got twelve sessions, as you knew, and those are divid-

on the second Sour of this series of conversstions,discourses or vhatever they
mouvutnuumuﬂutlm. ﬂmlfmtmmtmﬂr-t four as 1ife in
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Rystery ~ «All of those, they really
m«mamwmnny ’mmhm

tmmtim&mmwm«pmmtbummwbutMam

sied
W want to deal partioularly with the eltogeu-_’éf Mystayy, 12 m&o@ all four of

Mthtmﬂyﬂoymmmuulbemhnfcumdwxzuusundinéw

wnder
and Arenquility 1(fe as fulf{lment or life as happiness. wveyy thatie.,.this 4x {s

gh Lo T
at we'ye phgtobomiagnthcm mma(tuom»mu,

ﬂﬁm&w; to Sanctification.
I vadlp't here last Summer and {t was an awesing and urdelfevable thing
u&&m:hmumuuﬁmthcm; the charts mxmgdmzaomm

faseination, or the ave which you're over against in 11¢,, Holding the tension

The s one particulay
between fesy gng fescination {n the nidat of yhe thoounter. Talking ghout the obiective

transparancy th &mbulnnmnﬁuuef it and the particularity
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mm&unum&m@latothcdup.nfufcimthcdmaoftm-pidt

any moment and
'&wmmthatit'-mjmt mtmbm/mmthuhuth.mﬁuity
/

well that's whet your beginning to talk about with the OW,
bef bsceoning transparvent/ But nothing hairey=fair, rothing magic nothing

wumdmdtawtm upmtctbeumummmdmmutnyourm

thinking so elways the o in the

nidst of this world: j%m;;mmy But the trans-

iIn  xidst of Wy everyday encounters

parencyidtabshe Mystery in the midat of the mundane e eternity in the midat of the
. /

Now tor the tenporal.. .mot wysticism here;

nothing esoteric bur vhat everybody knows

svaryboyds exparienced..fust going threugh 1{se and stusping your tee on the root

of a tres or a chair that gets in your way u-’ing 76pider singing some enchanyed

4 e oE s f{:;,
b, .. o o fa.:'; i 7.
bt e L 7k 5
tireality that's gelng on” and iay t
3
}

of the Other Worid {s to try to get hold of the that




Lnamlenufrmorkcothatnymmbogiutomholdofltln-mkindof
lecsethnhehaa:mbywhicbbowm ulo!ufninaaymt
: innfcwduothroughitmtmo!tkWMu.mnﬁmlnm

moNent. And that't what that chartsis shout, It was dDullt out of life ftself ana
then becomes that king of a way toscan reality, giving you ever and again the

possibility of seeing in the midst of life in the widat of this world the other

world. The chart iteel? s nothing, absolutely rothing other than that kind of

SYerx after having that posability again . The artist has done this «solook at that

down in ﬂtWM
Turner print...al1 hthat he'a doing {s looking at & lake/which fs gbout %0 niles

Pd

South of é@, Ky
fam Londom...it's a very W of every day werld, But whet savw was highly &

 transformed and the artits have done this for us, Theyhave ghrown us precisely into

mamrﬁwm“thqpemiuituthcympitmttm‘pcthumdthmin
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Eomant we have the possibility of beoming a new force of beconing an artist ef seeing

/
through not just some Llitetls rundans puddle down in a southern g&f;zj but a

{

fantastic event in the midst of that kind of mmdanity. /@ million other veople have
; g ﬁi;!!;"“; i;.ﬁ Ao
¥

sear: that lake but one man vhen he saw 1t saw it trensparently end sver after we

;iéef fo 4»3

have the possibility of seeiny fn a2 wmowent Vell that's what the other world is

about, trying te gresp the mpraspable vonder that's alvays availsble Dut not simply
available it fust siwply comes snd {moects us in the nldat of 1ife to say that the

in particular /4 .= & Aiea ’_{ |
"ystery and that's what we vant to deal with/this worning,/The Land of Mystery

= ¢ Ty N
that's area A on that chart if youve sver worked with 1t C7x Ze. o g f‘f’ﬁ;}
where suddenly {n the sidet of golng on in wy 1{fe I'm sware that I'm net in
sharge . I'm just not ir sharge,..vhatever it i3 that's {» charge is not me
md I'm over against sheer utter Hystery. in the midat of my life. It happened to
last year lost her bus
me/thds vay one day: By younger daughter/onsafterneon and ve lived about a mile

mhmmwwtwmwm&cnommmtcmtcfmglm&atthatiu

f«f: L] / SN
andth:nﬁ on the greund sc she sloshed home frem school {in the snow and

rain, She sot home and said, I dea't foolm'ynn...xhaucbudnhc. But I




through the day through the evening

she went on /very much alive with a wemeraghe went % to Led, said she

e .

el
f&iff ‘”}ﬁ 7

-

was extremely tired,’ about three'in the woraing or so she came {nte wy room with g

suddenly
burning fever and/went into @ siesure , wall, this had usver happend Lefore. Nothing

like tnis had ever happened to her ar teo anyons in our family. In the midst of that

kind of situation I became parfectly clear that I was not in charge. NO% of hor 1l{fe

e
wt of our relationship, not of ay relationshipd witir-anybody or anyother thing that
wiiatever it iz in this universe that's in charge vas not me, I mean that was clear to
®e once and for all in that moment. It was a fantaxtie happening. I was snveloned

D1yt e

by the Mystery. Allhm

.y o m <
5 /9{4{? NEE

if Fo
. . tf;o wonder |, the—fonr-and -fasaination of not
P S

br g

belng in charge, wWhataver it Was, 3¢ was not me that was In charge of this univerese

whole
Then you see that all of a sudden I began to see all of 1ife in a Wuwsst new vay every

moment of it came to me in a new light. X wasn't in charga, not of oy future, not of
sychildrents future, not of gur family ‘s future; not of that relipious house's future
All I was over against was sheear utter Nystery. I didn't ask for it; there it was ¢

/ w”f e &?ﬁf
fust £7F there 14 the middle of the night one night  And from them on everything
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had the possibility of being Hystery. Everything had the possibility of coming to me
&% wonder and awe and every redationship transformed, transpoesed, recreated in that
moment and everyone had the possibility of being new from then on, éﬁé c¢lear that

I wasn't in charge of Shelly's life gave me the possibility of relating to her in &

P los ZQM
whole new way. I komw ny whole relationship to wy family to my cclleagues, world

I walked out onte my street

f ©ld street thers in Teaside, really crumy area, working class .
Pl
2

Eogland. It was in an ares where the slums of Teaside were all beirg torn down . It

was that kind of area...there was & laundremat down the street. It was a few doora

[ hﬁ/f L

down, Yol want to talk about local man, that waz whepe f4wan as; that was where
O

) o f e
we net. It was all tranefommed s lo-was pev, and my relationship to the/the laundrymat

was and afresh. The Mystery was everywhere and !t was like being seduced

s B 7
N R TR R Y.

¥
by the Mystery, ueing enraptured by the Mystary./"shat's the kmock on the door in the

strange
night? Three strange/angels™ At every mowent »y life ne longer helonged to we or

the people in that Religious House; it's the Mystery alone., Now that doesn't mean that

I didn't go en doing the same kind of thiny;d?éesn't wean that for the next month

4, I3 4
m/‘i{f:«z £

4
A
M seizures of unbelievable inds of



fave

one thing after another that went on endlessly, I didﬁ'ft bespan to deal with great
i

(€% .
care g&-&h her, but it wag mc:as‘*’; it was a whole naew kind of relationship ,.the U fﬂg

gt

it was finally abandonment to that, shesp sbandonment to the Hystery, to the claim o

.

el

goleg back howe & e

It was like this wman's description of his/Mome town Sscond avenue R TR R
G b

£
[ Z 3

the stores were open;
with nocturnal Lights » the shops, restaurents/the place was charged with peal vitality
/

[ I
G beduptaled

thét ’ha burnfzzg @ith insatighie hope the overwhelning sense that the thrdlling, exciting

wonderful thingj % just there within touch and may he frasped &t any mopent In the

way the street , a7
s A ;fﬂ Apse g}{f ,
Mt {3 nocturnal excitement the piare ‘of nighttime; itg thrilling

the sssential 1ife of
expectancy that uight arcuses vithin all of us is closely akinp to/any ztreet of a

in or the Pledmont Hill town when the wfll hands Bhrong the street and the erowd the
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ailes of the five and 10 cent stores or of a Pennsylvania Dutch town or of any town

t vl TS
A i

Saturday night, expecting {17 tq happen Wg

;!'mmd, milling around waiting fer

‘it to happen well, this was it it, he knew {t, had seen it lived it Lreathed it, felt

it's strange and nameless thrill and sharp throat gathering excitement like an ape

y . N ; ,;;\' /;"' &4
L ian ¢ o g" ,J/,«.”"?

10,000 times in his on small téen. Yes, this was

- 4t but enmistakably itself in its own way, Bppears every night anc all the time,

Hepe was the wild nigixx necturnal hope, the hope that has given life to all cur seotry

all our prose all our thoughts, all our culture., 7The

darkness where our hope srows
out of the whole

of what we are will be concelved. yu turned the corner and thepre

beside him at the COrier curb were a bhattered rusting ash can , the splintered lathings of

¥, leaping with unaven

a broken box, the

crackling whippings of o fire and sharp

legs a group of tough street urchings . It was all go quick, so thrilling so wonderfully

complets: the fire, the aracklé, the flane, the rusty can the curd, cerner the thrilling

fitful red of flame 14t tenemented briek

and wild and fitfull fire scross &vhim faces .




boris Hahn p, 11

i
The whele of "St* was there. And there's nothing more.

- that time the Mistery suddenly consumes you what ﬁ does

-

1L o i
YT N A

kam is to take all your eonscicucness and transmute it into freedom., It's
;t ‘s whirled, becorss 8avage and its changed and transformed intc freedon, #ithout
Hystery, wvithout Bystery life is sterile awareness, a desert of clarity. your 1ife
getting burued to a cincer by lucidity itself without mystery. Lut with ¥he Mystapy
conscicusness becomes freedom a whole new arsna of relatedness of Inventiveness of
kdociuimu of cbligation to everything and every roment. Fipst time ¥ every went
to Germany I sat down in the midst of Beplin; Low, ry name Is Hahn now but it wag

Schulze before I married but sboehow my whole jmommwy  Cerman heritage had Leen lost

to me and I never really thought very waeh about it. VWe got inte Berlin late Iin

4 2 ffiw‘w"

L S A
o NG

the afterncon and that evening we began to walk down the Straats of the fgﬂiw i
And I began to watch the people and ! watehed how they moved and hoew they related and

I listened to their volces, low and abrupt and MY WHOLE LIIT was SUDLERLY related to

the WHOLE OF THOSE PEOPLE and the WHOLE OF THE PAST ard I knew that beyond everything




vest zystery, which had all brought me te that moment. And My 1ife was whirled in a

- whols new series of relationshiips I could hardly sleep that ngk nipght and the next

day I mas augkuky madly golng arcvund the streets of Berlin..,.and this isn't my Lant

&t all, wy bent is to be as conservative as amy German. Charles was angyy with ma;

you know I'g hardly pay any attention to him. fie finally went back to the hotel room

and I got on the bus and rode across Berlin and got off and walked through the narks

and dowvn the strests and got on the bus and went to another place - I mearn 1ife had just

been utterly whirled and transformed . Without the Mystery conscicusness is rundanity

is sterility , a desert of awareness .With the Mustery consciousness s UTTLR HEW

FREEDOM, A kind of freelom which 1g glven to al} bold relationships to all German all

the past all the future precisely in the mowent, that moment itself Lecomes whole and

there's new apprecistion, new corpassion, & new kind of responsibility, new motivity,

- YO0u can't imagine how I réced around the streets of Berlin wanting to drink it ung

vanting to know what had happened in the past and during the war and so on. Hithout the
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- Hystery, without the Mystery that kind of relatedness becomes a burden, it's

care its care that sirply becomes a burden its's bareaucratie cbedience almost

you know related in bureaucratic kinds of ways kxkipx {t's treaddmill of akk oughtness

1ife {5 ang relationships are, {t's » Well with Mystery all of that care all of

that relatedness {as transforwed into serviee and that's all one care about; net

serving oneself anymore not serving simply your family: oh, you may gsarve vourself

and you may serve your family you may even may serve thosze in vour RBirious

Houge or those who are your neighbors down the street or whatever the gituation is,

but its service to the Mystery itself which trensforms all those relationshizs into

new kind of wonder. In the m {dst of that the burdaen the overpovering, overwhelning

the unbeliewadle treadmill of life of aivays being under demand of always having the

chaos break in and whini your life and make new demands that becowren tranquility,

Aad it doesn't matter what's geing on in the nidat of it, in the cente nf your own

being 1ife is tranquil, 1ife i fulfilled, 1{fa is happiness; the chaos {s stil there

the siokness {s stii} there the brokenness is atill there dut there's fulfillment.
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Without the Mystery, 1ife is senseless striving, Itzéfunmitigated pain, absurd

futdle suffering. When awe Lreaks into the midst of that suffering and paiug

striving and agony. that 1i¢e is, its transformed. Oh, the same 8ld stuff gO88 on

you know, children get sick, you still don'e 1i¥ke your colleagues, and you pet

are by
angry but the burden that 1i{fe ig you/overcome /your own vwehkrnessa, voure avaye nf

it but that becomes 1ife gnd fullness. That fs life. ¥No other. 4o nlace else,

That {s life full up, running over. That's tranquility. Preeizely in the midst of

G

sl

the chaca {tself, absurd, a strangejgind of quiettess in the nidat of tkat and
fantastic new power in relationship to all, all that is; I rean it puts all of 1ife
in relationship and i{n a new relationship. Without the Hystery life {s turned ir

it's reduced &u t's sterila, But when wonder bresaks in all of life iz given back.

-~
-

I f ”“f” ,&i.‘;,~
3 the sawe ghaos, striving, sama colleapues, same Family

ALL of it. The game
and the question is, being consumed by the Mystery, how do you love that Mystery?
How do you turn that inte and decide to liwe? Self-consciously before 1t? How do

you forge out a whole mew kind of style? The Church talked sbout [t as & Holy atyle
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'fm Other World is a way of t’ﬁng to get hold of life in its utter secularity with the
kind of categories that any wan understands in the deeps of his being . The Church
has talked about what I've Leen talking about with the catefory of sarctification
maybe, of relating in the life of the Holy Style of being the perfected one of living
the whole fulfilled 1ife I have as the Holy life that It fs. You can talk about,

I mean you just sliced what Ive been talking about the Land of Mystery or particularyly
the River of Consciousness or the Hountaln of Care and the 3ea of Traoquility mxdmw

as wa{ﬁtalked about them under Other World categories and there'es almost a one to on
relationship to what we've talked about as sanctification catepories. That%, the
wountain of care, becomes universal benevolence; the burden of life {tzelf becomes
benevolence; becomes the light burden; but I{t's the burden and its overwhelming.

In England you know I could have been over there I suppose, I'r not sure, seems like I
could over there having Just one fantastic wonderful time. You knov, as this world
knows 1t, &ts an unbelievable place: thﬁc history the ragnitude of and depth of all

A

that's there; you just walk through the cathedrals on every hmd;thayﬁc into any
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bullding and {ts roots go back to the olden days the fourth and fifth centurles.
It's and unbelievable land; but being there as I was on behalf of those of us who
understand that we're out to create a new kind of consciousness of the Hystery,
and the world that's been given us, éggding ways to glve people back the ¥HOLE of

= to
the real life in the deeps well, ¢hat was a burden...l mean relating fhe vhole of
Englsnd was a burden. Day in and day out you've walking through the slums of Teaside
apd into your house and going out and doinp crazy things 1fke pickinrs potatoes In
oxrder to get enough po#nds to keep you going for the nemk week, and in the widst of
that just compounding one thing after another. You see colleague&%gll‘lﬁg.way and vou

with
g through the country and you sce fantastic people mmd fantastic possibilities whom

Kot
have decided to give thelr lives to some little kiny bitty reduced thing in 1ife; and

you'rse called upon to teach courses and to call on other people to recruit couwrses and
just because you're clear that 1{fe can be some other way than the way it is;;;finally

it becomes a burden; so overvhelming and the way I experienced it was, I was so ansry I

couldn't stand it; I was angry with you for sending we over there; I was angyy becawse
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itself that is benewolence. I was crughed snd that's a gift. I no longer xm had

to rely on my own strength;: I suddenly was avare of that and new strensth was

available Just wildly avafilsble, T mean I was living ir a vhole different relationshi;

to life, That i{s 5 gift., ‘The crushedness of care of overvhelming burder, That is

the Lenevolenca of rod hiimself, Nothing less. Otherwise I try te go through on ny

own strength. I do not mear anything masic b§ that or anything escteric; I simply

wean that I suddenly wes clear that {t was true, Ky strensgth was not adequate, and that
in vartious (sacloiogical)ﬁ

New life was avallable., YoOu can talk about that smmmexdin theologleal wavs, I mean I was

clear that there were colleagues:that all scross England there were beople who only

had to decide to snap your fingers or bSlow 1ike that and the ¥ystery was available and

naw strength was avalladls for them and that that was the task. that was the tael to

give every par pormission to live in the wonder that 1ife {8, Aver against the Hystery

Well, thie &g always God's pfft and tostand in that and to ereated whatever has to be

b o
er.atod:&é&j‘ﬁ;byj%? © be clear that it's not {n Y strenght but in a vhole new

realr of relatfonshipe strenght that in fact I am In charga then that 7 am In charge,
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- &
A mean j.ife‘ﬁ%z given back to me and I am in Charge,ﬁy life is sheer creativity)
nothing other than inventiveness 1tselflthat7\all I am. /)% I am// is one great

%p‘/‘”@ of creativity). %d 1 have the possibility then of creating what it means

to be wself{ﬁhﬂt an authentic life Bﬁ\relationship to whatever it is thatld in charge.

it :
I%gtha’c ind of life is all about. That!d integrity and it "s—gat _nothing to do with
moralism, I“cgibeyond the moral. Itt¢ beyond any?dnd of categories that this world has
understood authentic life to be about, or integrity to be about. Tt&d creating and forging

oo
whole new sets of relationships under the sign of Mystery. (/An’c'l [{o thés world that life

may not Look very much like integrity at all. It probably ﬁerr"f even look very mopral

b
at all in the eyes of this world butpin relationship to the Mystery that I8 over
against. vhat IMm talking about is reforging, recreating every single last relationship
in this moment and for the whole of the future. Thatlvéf'what the past relies upon.

(\) Y8u may have heard the story of John XXIIT } this is back before he was Pope, of cour*se‘)\‘

- [ ey
~put—t—oress garly at the time of the beginning of the second world way’%\ﬁm whole host

~ é[) /
L hmy
of Jewish childre:} had come out of Nazi Germany;z&ee—a-p_ae)agd /vere trying to find a place

for them to go‘and they wanted to take them to Portugal and Portugal said, "We can't receive
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600 Jewish children They're pagans. If they were Christians, we could take them in,

But we couldn't receive that many Jewish childpen and John, whatever relationship he

- was at that point in history, wrote out a certificate of baptism for every single child,

Every asingle child. Now you see, inwegrity beyond the morality of this world...that's
’an immoral act, isnit it, huh? And Portugal took them in. Radical integrity, radical
rooted in the Mystery itself, Integrated into the deeps of life, created by the winds
of the spirit. Sanctification, talking about form..l don't know how you even use
these categories, receiving, creating taking into oneself the gift of felicity d’ ’

endless felicity a passion for the Mystery rather than attachment to this world wakws wher
every moment has the possibility of infinite relatedness. That is felicityfﬁeeing

ﬁ&{f
oneself tied to all that has ever been and all that*is every be, to see that this

5

moment itsalf is the whole of life,ﬁﬁ;;sulated and its just the same old mundane treadmil)
| life that anybody has ever known, and yet deciding to live it in relationship to whatever
it is that's in control of my life and my destiny and your life and your future. ﬁ&}that'
‘to live in relationship to a whole new vocatedness .besa Be called anew. I heard an

interview with Saben, maybe you've heard this; wx He's the one who discovered, invented
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how ever you talk about it, the oral polic vaccine, and now {s doing cancer research.
I saw this program on cancer research back a wonth six weeks apo and you saw this shole

progreg, kind of grizzely. One after another apisodes of people in resaarch labs taking

little mice and injeatiné é;;car cells and watching, you know, it was kipd of griz, tabul
all the results, meticulously day in and day eut; feading the mice 80 thev'd Le sure to b
healthy and glving th@i;ééication and then watching and checking it all out on the microge
and keeping meticulous,...its really a sgrim kind of existence, once you tuink about it.
Well, this interviewsr was talking to Sdﬂkkand he asked him ...if he aver zot weary of
this kind of work and he said "Cf course, it's just as boring as ary day on anpbody's
assently line', and I'n paraphrasing I'm sure but this is for me what he was saying,

"If the medical resaarch}éggs, lives his 1ife in the hopes of some great break-through,
then he lives his 1ife in vain ane tha's 21 {t'11 be, just one day after another of
tedium. The wonder of it is that you have the poasibilfity of seeing thet medical

research all of your Lreakthrouchs and all of your fallures contribute to the whole

v 2;f medical research. al} that's been up this peint and the whole of the futuse
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. on

rests mrE the breskthroughs snd the fallures of injecting mice and

adine thes

and lecking under microseopes and taking &

* notes and all of that business v

It's endless felicity smdsendienngas

e ges iy
&% =y wowent ens chosesz /8 that tipe

ike that i{s to ba Hardas

what? The religious, the sanctified? Pavfected

of this wopld,

The Uther World iz enly in the n

it of this world on whae Ife

E

Worid is slways Letwsen me and the Hystery,

Badid

awere thet I've been anosen, , .,

the vocation I've been

-

' and the only thing there's lefy te do i3




Poam uced in Lot 011 ‘son and Hahnlecture

Second Avenue was svarming with its noctural lffe,
The shons, the restaurants, and the stores were onan
the nlace was charged with the real vitality that is
burning with an insatiable hove, a feelin~ of immediate
exnectancy, an overwhelmine sense that the thrilline,
the excitine, the wonderful thing is fust thare within
touch, and mav be grasred at anv momant, In this way the
streat {n {ts noectumal exc’tement, ity love of nichttime,
the thrillineg axnectancy that nicht aroues in all of us,

is elosalv akin te the estential 1life of an. street- of a
3treat on Saturdav nicht in a Colorado town whaen the Farmers
the Meyicans, the bic supar vorkers "ave comn in, to 1] ‘e
in a te:m in South Carolina, or in the Shenandoah Vallev
of Vireinia vhen tha “apmops md ecottan n~lanter~ have come

in, or in 7 town Pledront =illtm wien tha mil] hands
thronr the street =nd arowd +ha aisle . of the five and ten
rent stores, or 0f a “ennsvivania Duteh town, or of any
T thraschout tha leneth and "readth of the whole countr wherae
maanle oo "downtown™ Saturday nishte axvectine "¢

o fannen, throneing arsund, rillins arownd, waitine for "it",

211, this was "it", (s knew ity had een it, lived, breathed
it, £:1t its strearth and nameles tarill, its sharn,throat-
pathaering axeiterment, like an ache there in the throat, ten thou
cand tines, in hi- own small town, Yes, this was "i{tr.

but wnmistakably {tsel® in its own way~ Saturday nicht here
avery nirht and all the time, iere ~as the wild nocturnal

hone, the hone that tas given 1ife to all our noetry, all our
nrose, all our thouphts, and all our calture~ the darkness where
our hope rrows, out of which the whols of what we are will be
conceived,

ile turned the corner, and there, _eside him at the cornar
curb:, ere a battered, rusty ash can, the snlintered lathinps
0f 1 Lroken hox, the crackline whinnines of a €ire, and sharn
nlaving, leaning wit': uneven larz, arrounr of tousch street
urchitsurciing, Tt was al1 so quick, so thrilline, and so
wondarfully comlate- Flre, crac:le, flame, rustv can, cur
cormer, the thrilline fit€yl red of flame- lit, tenemented
brizky and 11d, fit®ul fipe across tie ureing faces- the
winle of "{t" 35 thepee 11d thape is nethine more,

Thomas Yol fa,



