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SPIRIT CLARITY
Report of the Academy, Fall 1969

LIFE URGE -~ DEAT: URGR

I'm going to talk a while about spirit clarity, 1 sense we have more rieh concrete
data about tie spirit problem of ouxr particular time taan we're even able to get into
words, The Academy staff has uad four worksiiops since the Academy in wiiich we've spent
most of our time trying to nail down where tie spirit edge of students is as tney
struggle witn the Academy construct in our time, and I think we hnave a report to s.are
tnat's important for the teacning of RS~I, every section meeting, problemwsolving
groups, local church consultations, and so on, Spirit clarity is critical everywiere,

Tie struggle that you've .been usaving nere (tie Life urge and the Death urge)
spoke to us very strongly, Working over against the Academy, "hat held it for me

DEATH LIFs was the Kazantkazis image, Taexe's two mighty drives in
™. (?? iistory, t.e life urge and tihe deatu urge=—or there's two migaty
e drives in uistory, the drive for life, and the drive for death,
Struggle

Where tnose twWo intersect is ge, Wiere the struggle goes oa,
ot vexy long ago it was tne deatii urge, the death reality, tie
‘ death pull in human existence, tiat was addressed in people's
pride of life  succomb lives, 4 person grasps iimself alive—you know, "I'm alive,”~-
to deatih  and then tihe death urge hits pim=—-or not the death urge-—I'm not
talking about the deatii uege=~I'm talking about D®AT Lits him--I mean just the finityde
of hnuman existence raises for him questions, So as you communicate the reality of life
in our time and the problem of living it, tie student is always fighting back "This
can't be trus, This can't be the way it is,” "Tuis is tie way it is,” "If tais is
tiie way it is, my wiaole life is meaningleses,” So tuere's a constant struggle back to
find more truti, more clarity on what under God's neaven was happening here,
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Now what's addressing people is the life urgewenot tie life urge, tne life drive,
the life reality,is wihat'’s going on there. Jeople are incredibIyyv lucid about deatn,
“hat scares people to deatia is the responsitidity to live, The responsibility to live
is so frigntening you wisi to die, that's the death urge. The responsibility to live
that reality that has to be lived is like embracing in your own belly a whirlwind; and
the pain, horror, agony and at the same time glory of 1living is so immense, people
prefer to die, to cop out :in a tiousand different ways, “hen tiae reality of life is
communicated to students today, the response is not fignting back, The respnnse is
sort of catatonic contemplation, The response is deep weariness, Tae response is,

"I need more sleep,” Or, "I've got to go to bed to rest up so I can brood,” O“r,

"I've got to go to bed and brood so I can sleep.,” Illaybe tuat's the way it is, Then
people's lives are being challenged at the roots of tieir life decision, they Tind it
extremely arduous to get out of bed, extremely arduous to make it througa the next day's
structures, extremely deep need just to have time to walk around the usriverse and

back before the next session,

daving clarity on tiue response you're over against is extremely important, Aand I
thinyk when human beings today are faced witi tie vocational decisions numan beings
today are faced witn, it's extrmmely inportant to give time somehow for a person to go
aside and thing down in tihe deeps of his own interior being about decisions a thonsand
niles deeper than e ever knew .ad existed hefore,

Researcn Sector
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SPIRIT ANALYSIS CUART

Tiue second clue is a ciart of concrete data that I thiak you'll find interestiag,
aelpful (see page 2).

Extra Comnents.  RS-1 papers

There's no question that t.ose papexs tuemselves were just a continuing assault,
A diagran on just wiere they were an assault would give us a real rkey. In Bultmann .
it probably was Paragrapu 11, if you nad to pick a paragrapi, If you really uaderstood
that paragrapi, that was the frigatening one, I found, In T3} licih, which was an extremely
dot paper, I tuinj it was at tae point in Paragrapi 12 wiere you had to deal witi surrend-
ering all--your rigateuusness, surrendering all in the accepting of your acceptance,
After we'd really dealt wita tuat, tie wiole room was filled with a kind of fever, I
remenbex-one time fatiews in nis office talring about t.e burning of incense and .ow
incense was symbolic of tie spirit mood tiat was going on ia a room, It was like after
you'd done tie Tillici paper in any depti, tie wuole room was filled wita a peppery
smell, if that conmunicates, There was a fiery, peppery odor in tie roon, Bonuocetfer
was probabdy tie iottest of all, and it was at tiie issue of obedience, It seemed
incredible to most students as we struggled witi that paper taat he mneant by obedience
What he meant “by obedience, and tiat there was indeed no freedom outside of obedieace.
That was just an impossibJe thing to understand or to get cleax abont in tue depti
of your heing, In ., Richard Miebuhr it was probably the area of tie concrete repentance,
Tiat is, having to decide for yourself wuat it was that liistory had to have repeated
of, and to see tie interior dynamics of taxing a concrete sccial stand overagainst the
Lord, whica is very closely related in my miad to the struggle witin obedience in the
Boniioeffer paper, If I nad to summarize all that and say wWiaere the llealing was taking
place, I'd put it: facing the claim of radical obedience, It was iere that trat claim
was faced and yielded to, and that is wiay the continual return to tie RS—1 papers was
so critical to the Acadenmy,

Course Content

Course content itself was a pusa. Tiuere's no question that the iottest place of all
was in RS5~1. But if you aad to mention tue otier hot spots in the curriculum——and this
is taking into consideration student response as well as faculty interpretation—-
Psyclology and Art sad a pienomonal wallop, Tie family course was near tue psyciotic
in the area of wallop, Lation and World was a something-you-never~got~over~for-tie~rest—-
ot-your~Iife kind of uappening, Science and Philosophy a little bit less, butithere was
a deep address there——more tie faculty's opinion than tiue students. Tie “orld Religions
course toucned sometning uneartily for the students, And the whole column on religion—-
Cuurcii distory, New Testament, 01d Testanent=-was 1ike toucihing fire itself, Tuat gives
you a wierd diagran (see page 2} Community and Polis, Sociology aud .istory, and
“cunenics were relatively cool, altiougn tiere was heat tiere, too, "here you rua into
heat is in the extremes, The Local Congregation course, coming in the 1abs,.also
pushed .,

To try to get boneati tais: tiere's a deep preoccupation witn the personal waich
you touch witi great power in tie Psyciology and Art course. And there's a great dread
of tie global, waicii you touch in tie courses on the Universal, A4nd the tanily course
is tie place wiere the global and tue personal intersect and become concrete in terns of
extremely personal sorts of demands, Tue demand to hé:the Church is driven down tie
middle of tiat also, If you nad to pick two places where concrete issues weye alWways
a8 struggle, it was the stryuggle of the family and the struggle of tie nistorical Cuurch,
I don't think anytaing else could .old a candle to tiose two arenas of struggle. And
underneatin both of those was tue vocational struggle, so vou could put then both as
vocational struggles, but it was vocational struggle as it related to the family, and
as it related to tue nistorical cuurci,
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Personsl fulfillment Longings

Te particular paper illuminated tiais for me~-the Frankl paper, wiere ke talks about
self-actualization and self-fulfillnent. "ien it really got clear that Wuat it meant
to be numan was te transcend yoursell rather tuan to actualize yourself, eartiquakes
took place 4,720 miles beneati tiue ground. It's that kind of an arena., “ur wWiole
society nas been bbrainwashed to believe tuat personal fulfillment is what life is abbut,
To finally ge: that undermined and to grasp tuat the meaning of your life is only in
vocational decision overagainst real sociological reality, tiaat is an eartuquake
dinension of struggle.

Healing in Corporate Life

A1l of us see our deatu urges. “veragainst tiue structures of life, wuich are
inighly impersonal, just there, one begifis to experience the truth of uis selfishness,
and the truta of lethargies, and tue tmuth of is hostilities agaiast Iife as it is,
Tue next time tuat somnebcly comes byytorpiall me out of bed to come to a class, all of
ny lethargy and 21l of my hostility agdnst life, and all of my selfisiness suddenly
are revealed to me with exunausting power, Tais wind of experience day in and day out,
day in and day out, day in and day out gets to a guy, at an extremely gut level,
Probah= =% no otner place was tue spirit struggle more intense tuan the coustant
dealing with corporate life,

CORPORATENESS

The Academy staff also tried to pusi to tihe roots of the spirit problem in our
particular moment. FPeople wiro aave come to an Academy today, people Wuao have come to
RE~1 today, are already given tie gift of Jucidity, It's not like it used to bg, that
wiien you pushed some obviohsly real reality about hudian life, <people fougut back.

It's liwke you can't find anytuing in tae.Bultmann paper anymore tiat people don't
already rnow =b2ut, Tiheir problen is beyond lucidity or on tue other side of Iucidity,
Or, it is wien you push lucidity down into the midst of itself tuat you begin to make
contact witu tue real spirit struggle of our particular moment.

Just a little ways below Iucidity is tie question of vocation, You don't have to
pusih any turther taan tuat, before you begin to make real contact witi tue spirit
struggle. It’'s as if many awake spirits in our time see the need to do something with
tiueixr lives, and just immediately skirt off into tae plunge into satisfying experiences
ratiier than reaily dealing wits tueir lives. In Kierkegaard the category of tue plunge
really pushies hard--the plunge into satisfying experiences, sometiing tuat will make this
lucid life tolerable, a way in whicu it can be honored, a way in wiich it can be
nurtured--wiatever subtle phenomenal ways uguman beings have of not really raising tue
question of their relationship to tie totality of history, and what's to be done about
it.

Those wio dare to deal wita the vocational issue and to pusu on bblowtthat run into
tioe issue of sivie. and naybe ‘again there’s a tendency to skirt off to tie side and not»
push on througn to the roots of waat tais really points to: being an authentic style,
being a style teat gives form to tie actual agony of man in this moment, tie actual
whirlwind of history in this particular moment in fOistory. Instead of taking on taat
kind of vocation that nas tiae deepest kind of autnenticity about it, they reduce tie
vocational struggle down to sometuing tuat always expresses itself as some kind of
moralistic vigor ox some kind of stiff upper lip endurance~—I'11 get myself a style of
life that protects me from life., and 1711 be that style until I die. 1711 do my thing =
witii great nobility,
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If you pish the style issue clear through to the botton; what you run into is
coxpoxateness. Io tuls wieud, fascinating, overwuelningly mysterious category is Wiere
the agony of ¢groups of people finds itself centexed as tiey strnggle with their lives at
this particular moment., People skixt off from corporateness in a couple of ways. There's
a rind of de-my-taing protest against all stunctures, This is an extremely powerful pre-
occupation witih style. buit it's a protest-—a protesi against any structures that really
try to take tinto consideration tae global reality or the entire reality or tine yind of
demand upon vou ioc be concerned about every man’s life, This can be a group thing:

"I'n going teo do my thing in my group,”or'do my group.” And on tue other side, an angry
defendex of viriue. To try to get an underground perspective on wuat's going on tiere
is the tougi part.

Tiere's twe diffevent conceptions of corporateness operating here, along with a third
in the middle that you might want to call autiienticity or real numanness. A1l taree
believe in corporateness, but tie tws reduced xinds of corporateness are always fighting
against autuentic corporateness, And in tuose struggles, one meets tiae struggle that is
the struggle of uis own being.

Ine kind of corporateness is romantic oxganic union of man with man, Tuere's a sort
of nausea about giving that form, -Alsc a nausea about anyone who pretends to give a
truth value to sone particular way of teing related, It's like, "He's doing that, and
if he’s doing that it’s good because it's him tuat's doing that--it's him that has tiat
particular kind of,..," On the other side we can put law _and order as a first symibol
of corporateness. Corporateness iias to do withh being an intellect, being intelligently
logical. You're not going to have any corporateness unless you bring structures to the
situation, but it’'s like a desperate attempt to preserve Whatever sanity tuere is, It
nay be that the iJiddle Ages are gone, but it's at least clear. It may be that capitalism
is gone, but we at least wnow wiat that is, It nay be that the way we've done it in the
Ciaurcin througttiie vears is gone, but we know what that is., The valid part of this is old
Thomas Aquinas’s kind of statement--it’s better to endure tie present tyraany tnaa to
wage an unsuccessful revolution, At least you know wiexe you are, <Lhis pind of virtue
is preseat. This xind of nierarchically imposed or accepted from the past rxind of
ordering of tue situation—-while it preserves some kind of valne, also is reductionistic,,
And you sor: of sense yourself in tue midst of the situation saying, "Tuankx God for some
people wio are stiil moralistic, or we really would be in a pickle,” Aand then you say,
"But the moralistic ones are wrong." And you say, "Thank God for some people who aren't
moralistic.,” And then you look at them a little more carefully and yon say, "But they're
also in ciaos.” If you're saying tuat kind of response, you're saying it out ol something
tiiat needs to be articulated down underneati this in temms of what real corporateness
anounts to,

Maybe just some ciue words to start out with, Pusn this romantic vision a
thousand miles deeper and you come up with what we try to point to with our categoxy
spirit collegiality. This hasn't got anytiing to do with liking one anotilexr, as we've
often said. It's a union. a deep decisional union of flesh witi flesn, man wi-h man,
spirit witn spivit., Thexe’s an intinacy in spirit collegiality that goes beyound any
kind of intimacy that tue most wild nudist colony has been able to dream up. And yet, no.
In spirit collegiality every solitary individual is a million miles apart from every
other solitary individual,

Spirit collegiality is in tension witih relevant structures, wirich is the other
dimersion of corporateness pusied to tie bottom. Relevant structuxes have to be defined,
lut one thing they involve is realistic negation of one value for other values. The Isms
Romantics can’'t grasp the faci that realistic negation is necessary. For instance, il
the Wnole countzyside is unwilling to live in tiie twentieth century, one answer might
be to put them in concentration camps and train them to live in tae twentietn century,

Bat that ic an impossible consideration. that finally you have to use force on history
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in order to affirm, negate and pusii on the kinds of utterly necessary options that are
there in nistory- Tiie is what wealiszstic structuxre is all aboui. aAnd structure always
neans forfeit; it always means negation of cextain directions by foxce of economic,
political, and cultuzal power.

Collegialiiy i5 man Lo man. .aybe whis is wiat's at tne neart of our local
principle, that finally ccllegial relationsiiips take place locally, The root of
collegiality is wuere one spizit ueets another spirit and looks tirouga the deptis of
his being and mares decisions in xel aticnsuip to him and decisions back, and so forth,
The local vicinity is the place in society where man veels mnan, spirit to spirxit, and
makes decisions about life that affect the whole globe,

In relevant struciuves, on the othex hand, you're dealing with something tnat uas
to do with a care tor ali. Or maybe it’s the global principle. 4nd don't get lost in
these nptations, because we e talking about a spivit reality. - 1t you're thinking
about the global destiny and care for ali, you cannot Ieave out tie roots of tae global
society, Where uan meels nan, Taat's wiere Lumanness is, It isn't anywhere else,
Lunanness cannot be taxen from the top of the giobe and worked down to tue last man,
Junanness oceurs on some skull nill somewnere and then, only then, can you Wory aumanness
into tihe global care siructures.

Back to tne spirit problem of corporateness. ieun you see somebody in the corporate
style trap of tue Romantic, wiat are some of tiue signs of it? Oune is a compulsive quest
for auman sympatiay--human flesi~=znd a.need for-sleep., "ne of tihe nost crucial ways out
of autiuentic corporateness is to find some way to rest, some way to relaX. some Way lo
get out of the box, Just an ovemwhelming need to get out of tie pressure point and
go off somewhere to rest. "hen tiis man's life is addressed, it's impossible to get
aim reengaged in the next day, Anhthedway We ciaracterized this person was to say that
ile uas #ollow eyes and immature smiles.

4 person caught on the side of law and order is yecognizable by being victimized.
by guilt over immediate failures, e ias difficulty in relating to ais inadequacies,
If ne is criticized after a pedagogy session, he alnost collapses, <e over—compensates
with work, trying to please people. And there is a compulsiveness about fim, e lashes
ont in fury if e is not acknowledged or if uis moralism is pushed.

Bonhoeffer’s Community paper deals witi this wind of depth, For Bonuoetfer,
authentic community is not psycuic and not uuman Iove: it is spirit love, Tais love
takes place not in an ideal comnunity, but in tue real situation, loreover, there is A
tension between spirit love and tue real situation., Tae real sitwation is wiat spirit
love loves.

cuman love cannot tolerate the dissolution of a fellowsuip that uas become false for
the sake of genuine fellowsaip, and human love cannot love an enemy, tiat is, one wio
seriously and stubbornly resists it. Soth spring from the same source: auman love
is by its very nature desire~-desire for numan community. So long as it can satisfy
tiuis desire in some way, it will not give up, even for the sake of truth, even for
tie sake of genuine love for others. But wiuere it can no longer expect its dezire

to be fultilled., tuere it stops short, nanely, in the face of an enemy.

Joe lathews once said that for the Iucid man there are only two options to faith:
nedonism and stoicism. On the hedonistic pole, every man seeks for tie peace of
satisfaction, an end to anxiety, dyead, guilt, pain-~a satisfactory group, a satisfactory
situation. On tue stoic pole. every man seeks for nobility of Iife and character, self~
esteem, status before nis peexs-—to be an iron man, But real corporateness aas nothing
to do with immediate affection. Tais is an assault te tue hedonist., In real corporate~
ness there is radical discontinuity between the closest of colleagues. /fnd the peace
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tuat is nere is the peace tiuat passes understanding, Tnis is tiue assurance of
antuenticity, In real corporateness, tue stoic will find no righteous group to be part
of, no in-group. e must be corporate with everytuing that is, witi every tat lady~-
corporate witia all of reality, Tae only nobility that is hLere is tue nobility that is
nothing==to be notiting, but real=-~tue transpavent Son of the living God,



