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And you see in the twentith centewy, Charddn has reminded us{or n wrote somevhere

~--51¢ have got 1t ® on a brochare, T know) that the twmentieth century will be

vememhered aw the age of the comscliouspess of conselousness. Wow what we are

Strion which
quite aware of fmxkdm Is fhmt the fact that consciousness/is Wreaking loose in
ite
cur time wili not reach/fx Full fuwds frultion seve there are religlous exercises
which kind of
thmg allow you and we and the lest fat lady to dppropeiste the/consciovaness

A we know 8 great desl

that Iz present iv the twentls

sy, Andd, aw I oas
about this, but » we have to Find new weys, bew containers for what the spirit
exercizes hold this kind of consciousrnsszs. Ann was talking this worning in hep

witness about fust the well-sgpring of resurgepce that ls/bubbling up., Every time

we see it In our own order, when we go out o teach a course, we see fust that

vagurgance that g taking nloce, With the nuestion, what kind of contalver, what

kind of pew wire skinsmmie that vesurgence goling to be poured Into?
» I fithénk peobably back
Wall, we had thews begur many vears sgssxix £ ago/in 1967.to dust asert of

in working with the
v Srmeeioomeeths enivitent eneroises. In

#

o history 2 b

mhm catoh us up om

marked wan
1967 that/Mmid the heginning of ocur experimentation with the solitary office.

and
Up to that point in our internal 11fe we had collepiumm, we had divisions and

we had divisionm meetings; then our internal life--ws were ordered into comissiong--

sommisslon
we had the soomomic dwemdn and the political commispeionz and the (2) vopular

sort  mewk of Invarnally,

commission and that was/the way we were structured/fax In 1967 we lauched

our First colleze ewneriment and we hadee-that was the beginning of the spivit
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exereises because in the midmst of that In that vear we had the solitary offlce,

Thoge were very wild times in the solitary, as I recally. We did all kinds of

erazy things. And Y remember the moot humilitsding, orazy thing that I ever got
Pheomemtome ke . . S

eaught in

ﬁwwﬁ%&x&%&x&&m&w&%ﬁwﬁwwm
s SARAON, Dow B ¥ps,. Phil

gomswhere In Austealia,

b her high scheool, the principaly of

who taught et Lelf Dpickson School, brow
hag postures and gestures,

Leif Erickson Schoocl to college.

You would get up and go like xhek this, you know. And that week of % all wedks

the gesture wes prostrations on the floor. And It would heve think, vou

wwlikw Ln

know, to have been in a bhuge/idovoms@er Thowas A B Where, that

But T mean,
- owas besubifulg. Sie wWe

%
5

g Whare all

cams Top
had these tables, you know; mw%mmwmmm %‘m sollitary and there we EEER WENNX wire

dmyhny lolling g oo
(?)dmunasunibyted &m th log Wle I mean, L thres yesrs to get back

on gomekhdn ind of m

off mx
(?) were just/weks

wove inte a time of practical thinking. (7) There would be no pre v, with

just anyone of wa us droppigey that out, if some one showed and we were dolng that,

e
But anyway, thoy/sss just & wild times In our 114

of the solltavy.
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And in the Summer of 1970 our image there, that always sort of

T ——

fust in terms of

.
Any way in Summer '70, we had/experimented with the spirit conversation,
fust
And any of you who participated in that summer remember/the fantastic

happening that %imx was . I shall never ferget doing one on pipes (7)

and Doug Drunkenmiller, now a prior at one of the religious houses, at BIYWAY .

He told about standing on {?) the outside of a mountaln % on a little

skinny ledge; and he 1s 2 great story ® teller. And I am not kidding you,
We were
by the time he finished his story it was awe as if/experiencéng the vertigo.
I mean, you were just up against Zhe mystery itself. And that was the
summer that that whole methodology get launched. And then in Summer'71
uaed
we/itdd the Psalms, and the cannonécal hours which--anyway. Last summer
what with our Other World charts, we initisted the visits to the Other
Werld and the great exercise of the Paat and the RBall and the Watech., %o

Who knows what it Is going to be in Summer '73? I guees that {s one thing

in our working this week we have to be ralséng that question as to what is

the spirit exerciex that the movement is calling for in Summer 737 So this

week we will be deoing on Tuesday morning we will be B doing the solitary

imagine (%)
practices and (Lf you will look at that chartd and sort of tha board work)

that
we will be doing on Tuedday morning the Selitary Practices and on Wednesday

upzingt morning the corporate indices and on Thursday morddgg the Journey
in
of the Sanctities. And I think the chart/itself in its lay out is rathen
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That
fomiliar because we have talked through and sbout this many times. The
knowing m {2, has to do, dust the knowing dimension has to do with meditation,

oy e wd oabedd

4 poverty,and  the dof o, and those

ehaatity; and I gusss

that
or T thought sfterwardeshmi it peeded to have all the arpows moving in to

the intdnsifiestion of chastity ampl

jonywew throws us into Just the

trangparency of being itself. #Ad

ok

And 20 now lat us Just be 1k pabke about thexshuns each

R Rt
of those, Oh, you will notiee/at the top of the chart there ls time and at
the botbsr of the chart T dom por know thatewwd do not--1 donot  have
enonghl - I not enourh on bop of that 2o pushliE too mueh: sxoept Yo oy

that the indices, the corpertts indices, have to do with the gtuff at the top.

The Fagt

e with, o ¢he hall er the wateh

that wouy are de

And in the solitaries you lean more %h towards space, Or juet the raw liturical
in which
use of space iteelf. But £ T think that is another arena/fthax we can push

fw In
oursalves this week/y the whols memameaf--~the way In whish the exercises deal
with vime and spane.

Tl
tnfne

vy practices, roady indiceted, this is wheve

wae have styuggled the lompest; and vou lnow, the way thet we talk about

Maditation, contemplation and praver is that that iz Jfust human activity that

avarynman ange

T owas dewn in the Loop

and walking aoposs the ton of and a2 tax! cab drilver drove up
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and he got out of his cah and he walked up to the Pacamo statue, he knelt on

his knees and went 1ike +his, thees times, pot uwp and walked back and
tapd - e was

got into his cab and drove off. Evervy body/standing there smm gapping. I

finally deeided what he was doing was his solitary. (?) Like pwimmcim the Moslem
shoute

mmmpxsix times a day, you know , the Moskenm bows down six times a day.

The Moslem goes through the symbolic.

Well, in ouwr time the secular revéution, the world thet ls living in revolutionary
That that
times, 2 world that is/fust gullible, demands tRat we bring into being a new

solitary offica. (7) That is the new sensation of consciousness that is

happening In the twentieth century, la the consiiousness of consclousness of
is that which the creation of

eonsciousneas,/ That demandske/zwsets & nsx symbolic 1life. For what you and

I know in our fime is that wa coreate our owm consclougness; or to say that

another way, we progran oursalves. And that to just bring a m&&&&&&%ﬁgimmﬁiwmality
on that is just a~--is just crucial; or otherwise it Is Just & prey of those

who have decided to program him. So that just speaks to the kind of urgency

of experimentation that you and 1 have been about.

'fgmmw&w%@ the avena of meditation. Now that hes to do om our

chart
charts with the waiting. This just is a chart that I didnt create...it comes

How lat.

from Summer '72, and I've had & hard time brooding abmmg%h& poem dealing with |
walting under meditation, I wes very intevested this mowning iIn our scripture
conversation. That began to point for we to '"those who walt on the Loxd'...
that waiting has to de with mimisterimg-tel guese when we stand present to

the kind of tragedy adn humen suffering in our world and the necessity te care
for and winister wto 1it, that theve 15 a wainting for our commmity of saints

to speak to us...l mean mainlyfor the you know, who was listening



with his voice to come in and begin to inform us or spesk to us as to what
needs to come down, but that scripture sort of broke that open for us, Well,

in the vhole arena of meditation, we ereate our own ancastors, we create owr
own descents. I mean its that bit in Kasmtzekis that's sort of coxnyand I can't
remember it but I know thatyou decide whieh of vour amcestors you're going to

prt doto vour oo

mmity of saints and the others you stopm down into the bleddy
mire, Buté we choose our meditative comeil. At one point we experimented in
medisttion with 7 personal categories and 4 special categories...and I tell you
that was hard workyp hecause we had this big fat breviary, in fact, for those

of us who've besn Y4 around we have file drawers full of different breviaries.
for the selitaxy. Wa've done a lot of @m@@t&m&ﬂ&&ﬁi&ﬁﬁi&h Just the » I
think ome of the most excliting was one where we had to eut out little pictures
and paste them in for the contemplation part of it. Aayway, that business of
the seven persvenal categories in mediation One of the categories was organic
and inorganic matter I remewmber, And by the time I'd sit down, I'd feel 1ike
little orphan emmie! I did'tn have sanv friends, because I couldn't remsmber them,
Well there was___ a&ad Aristophanes, sad I didn't know who they were ,but I
put them down! We'be just begun to bring to consciousness the struggle that
you and T have to be our own being, over against oukd utterly objeutive encoumtier
with the wystery. That's what condemplation is all about...jsut the fear and
fascination of the mysterium tremendum, that how do you get a container for
that kind of an encounter with the mystery. Well, we Bay that with the Mystery
you have to bhe able to see it, hear it , swell it, taste lt, eat it, you know,
all the semses. And we've worked with that with the incense. And I feel that's
a whole arema that probably Westemn msn in particular will have trouble just
bresking through, Part of the trovble is that we've ratiomal peopla, and
language is our medium, and we probably have a lot @o learn in this avena from

toher urs. That's one thing that's just fascinated me about the rock musie,
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1 mean, that rock muste is never played soft. It just blares out.., and so that
it'e alwost as though kit:h:t noise gets internalized. Hawve you had that experience?
listening to that loud rock? Or those light shows down at these avant-garde
theatres with all these lights going on? I mean you cen do longer keep them

out here...the exparience is jsut intertiorized. Onms.elessie the light,

tha exparience in well how do we interiorize, in just working through the

exarcizas of contemplation af all of the senses... One classic description

ve have studied several times in our history {4 of contemplation is Dark Nsght
of the Soul. How in that act of the solisaries do we take just the separation
which i3 just the encownter with the way life is. And the deascent, which 1s
Justl’the bresking in on as of our own wnrecieved past and our future which

is jsut mothing out thera, An then that Dark Night of the Soul, where I
experience the fact that all of life, every last bit of it, ia nothing but
total chaos. And then the ecstacy, or the vision, where I see life hust as

it 1s, with not altaration, ie good, Now, how do we get that kind of encounter
with the mystery iz the act of contemplation?

And then that prayer activity im which we juat the investiture
of our whole life, Now, the Church has been experimenting with the prayer
meating. Just a secular kin of talking through the prayer meeting, And we'wve
been experimenting with the praver vigila. I guess Move 222 was the first
Prayer vigil that I can remsmher. That vhex we vere doing Move 222 we stayed
up 21l night for several nights and wrote prayers and that vhole move,

Well, although we have struggled the mogf with the solitaries, sowewhoew or
other, it's still very difficult, Wut what we're beginning to see is wmtil
we gat a handle on the cotporate {ndices and the sanctities, wa're not going
to be prepared to go back sad do that solitary, I can remsmbar Kaye Hayes,
I'm sure she's long since forgotten this, but she said ome night, I need a

solitary that I can dod. Wou Know? And that spole to me,
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1 want that kind of solitary teo, Soms very consensusal something I can do whils
1'n walking down the hall, To vesdnd mysslf,

Well, the corporste indices, having to do with poverty, chastity, end obedience.

Somsone vemarked that the biggest job of the wemewing of the locsl chewch is no Wi
way to swstain people for a lifetiwe, T wesm, you sad T hava to cows off with
axercises thet have te sustedn peeple for dove thep fwo years. I mean, it's & long
meveh. It's o long pull. And what ave those epirit exercises that will svetaeln vou
and we and our eolleapues Gor e 1ife time? This weeme, raiming that gquestion, thet
we work through the covpovate indiees, or tha coxpovate sigh, The veliplouve ovders
throughout history have beer such corpovate indéces for the toeal chureh, I thimk
that's the pain of the veligiowme ovders of their struggle now and comminge out of
the habit, amd all of that, is that, is that they &re no longer that covporate index,
But what does it ween for them? The style of whe am IT Mnd yet, passionate engsgement.
Or to will one thing. And show the past of what we heve, &nd I guoss we'd need to
say thet ocurselves, as on order. that we have been & corvporaste indice to the
movenent of that style. 4nd stfle and indeces ars closely relsted, 1f they're not
aven the saes thing,

Wall, wnder detschesnt, or powerty, detachment from the things of this world, ox
relaticns, finally our own spiritual virtuwes, we erperivented this svemer with the
fast. And as en ordar, T pufiss, we hav e donme the Fast onece, And T thisk that's
wige, you koow. To me, playing avound in this avens is like playing with firve.

1 mesm, Just rew power., Patience, that's flve, 7T wesa, 4f It tekes vesrs to work
these things cut, that's fine., So we know what we'we pot m the newt thoussnd vears.
Aud you and I are just going to have to be willing to teke sbuses in this whole
arena, We have, you kaow, the grownd of spirit wovemsat. Sowe of the things we
have paid sbout the fset you know are that we have to be liwited in tima, and the
fast iz an avens where our worslisw sad our phariseeiswm can byeak ian, and we have

to guard apainst that., And a fast haw to be over somethisg and sbout something.
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The fast WA¥ has to be over, for exawple, the Local Church Bwperiment, but it also
has to be about the Loug March., As fast has to be ®her the fact that we ses colleagues
drdpping by the wayside. dnd it has to be about the fact that Satan is on the loose,
dnd that hes to be held in the fast for it to __ today, But finally, every fast

is about our relatlomship to God. Jomeonme has pointed out that litevallv, vou know,
the fast is just im our 24 hour day. We feast for three hours a day, and we fast

for 21. How that's sort of & great image that we've about the business of feasting

end fasting every day. And this wmorning, esting our French toagt, we were breaking
the ﬁmmw have been on since . Lastaipht, except those of uws who Cry to get in
the ice box at widnlight. But apyway, we bresk the faet in the wwoiping.

Gn the fest, we talked abowt other plgns of degechwent, perheps the habwit,
is wherse that would be. dnd the lonsignise of the hebit is extrewely iwﬁwmm in
working through the corporvate indeces. low we don't know what that's going to look
like, but that there be some guide, I think we've preéty well concensed upon that
theve peeds to be some kind of guilde, that is av indece of the styie of detachment,

the wateh .
And then as-a.unck or & sign of vhedience to the demands of the Lovrd in our life,
e ewperimented wilth that this susmer. And thet was & pyest ex ervecise, You will
recall that we did the other world., We hed th@;&lmwm prints, and we watercoloved
them, %We read & book, and we wrote & howdlv, That was the structure of the wateh,
hnd we tried mot o po Lo sleep. It was jsut an overvhelming encownteyr with the

Word itself. And just a2 vemindey as we werse tw&uggza

40 sleap, or being attentive
to writing our howlily, or weading our book, 4t was just & Yewinder of vur own
weskness, our odwn inasdequacy. to bhe that obedient ome. If/wéé/{h/
4nd then the Ball, wndex chastitv, to will one thing. All the kind of discipline
that was there in the Ball., I wmesn, that's why doing just 1-2-3 all the time fast
and guarding one's space..l think that's a great image

and furiously- I mean you just have to keep vour wind on what your doing, or vour'w

just in a big mess with the whole thing. So just the Ball there, ind we've begun
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experiment with rimss on our right hend...silver bands. And I've had mine now, for

a year, T gufess. T find it a very powarful syvhol. As T begin to teach 7SI, I

invarisbly look dowm at this ring to ww*%mi mw“&f mm ‘%"w &*@mm fcm
reagon, snd that is to brinpg #4#F 1&% to &zmm mmi Mmmm in that course . 4nd
we don't know whether we can be the ome or not, But the watch 1a the watch bafore
the eross. That's the indece there. These are someof the arenas that we cheukd ||
have to t2lk about this week, and move through.

Then in the chastity, We emm go back mngh};mt some-of-the entitles.,.
1 would love to go back and take some of those anthropology courses and go back amd

see how some prescientific seefeties days up to =~ socleitics, man has

found it mecessary to have some kind of tds@ to himeelf shout what his 1ife 1g all
I think of
about, Whether-fts the stomach cuts on the Africsns, or the cartouns of the Mawd ,

or in the Church lseture, whare wve say we have to have a sien, mayvhe wel'll cut off

our left arm, But we couldat do that bheesuvme we need hoth of them in the rvevolution.
specifics
I'd like to give vou some(in terms of wy own wotiveg)You spesk out to the most unlikely

persen and you say, Mayke I ought to notch vour ear, They know after that church
lecture that sometimes a MW& has to be created. I ovess the edge of our experimentation
iz in the arena of the SMEHLEL] Journays, And ?"%@MM whare we can rTeally r@m a

journey saint {?"} And they are nothing. the ?@ummm *mw want to say are nothing,
they're sort of ldike &z«:&x’g "i}:?l\w Jesus when he walked out into the desert., Or, that

the journev in dnto the land of awe., And we ave creating weveral %inds of conversatioms.,
that take us, just into the land of wystery, Or that create the fear and fascination

of standing before the mystery itself. The sanctities are those exerclses which

meke everything just tramsparent.awe. And that's our prayer. We have to be those

kind of people who come into any situation, and just bring the trensparancy of awa.
That's the only way that the glants arve going to be created that we need for the

future., Ome of our best resources for this week Is & paper that George Vest did on

Aug, 26, '71. You need to go back to the file amd perhape tonight, during family

night, and pull that out and take a look st it. He nave there ave three conversations
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of the psalms, the spirit conversatiome, and the bible conversatious, ¢lédé called

£ 3

5 0

the Luke couversaticns, and le chose three methodologles in & very helpful wagy.
4nd he sets & context for those methodologlee thet when you and I see transparently

through to the fact that life Is jsut rew contingency, and that on the other side of

evertheless, lle is vew contingency, I say yes to thet., That that
is the begloning of having & new creature, 2 new MELUMdids/ 4 man, & new woman on
your hands. Or, what this acclamation, and that's what all of these splrit conver=
sationa] are all about, its this affirmation, its only on the other side of the
"inspite of yes" that you and I have total, unconditional freedow., And them it
becomes apparent, that life is just expenditure., That that's all the price you
pay is expenditure, And because of the fact that life is just expenditure is to

......

ainost wmake women of 1life ftself, f% And you and [ have perndssion to expend ouy

»when that bresks through
lives, and that gives us permission to in emsify our life, dng it becowes appavent
thst every valve that you and I hold Lecowmes relastve, to just the ome task that we
have, sund that is te low aud serve the Lord (world?).

Wow, the Luke conversetions, end the spirit conversatloms, and the psfalm
conversations ,and the visit all sre methodelogies to create that kind of happening
or to take that joumey Into the eenter of awe., Or thet is to say that the word,
of Jesus Christ 18 et the heart uf every methodology that we create.

How, on the Bible conversationg, how we work with those is thai were not after
some kind of personality of Jesus, but the way (hose Luke aonversaiions have been
put 1s alter the role he chose to play in & given very particular sivhation in which
he fouwd himseli, Aond the pselms, or the spivit conversations,,,you start at the
penber and wove beck in those pevels conversations, aod dn the splrit convervsations,
where vou deal with the mowntalns and the all of that, those eouversstions ave the
journey to the centexr, It's just like there's the kenter of baing and those method-

ologles sre just several of meany ways to take men to the center of being itself,,
wheve he can decide to be being itself...and he scts sort of & vhole new way, in
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describing himeself., FHe says the spivit conversation, relative to the journey to the
center, ie like sbhbbhbhhlbh, and the pselm conveersations ave like pasommn, LThe
scripture conversatdmas sre like rryrrrrrrrough. And then the visit ...to the other
world. Oh my, I ....veally think that those other world charts are the most gignificant

When you ...to the fact that
thing our ordax's ever éﬁ&m.5 4/ Everymsn lifee in two worlds.,.l've been a&umying that

Hiebubar paper... &w»%t&%m& the awe ol those charts just bresk iﬂ..,%@mﬁﬁiﬁ&@ we doa't
even know the wonder of our creating those other world charts, And & thousand yaare down
the road, those other world cherts are going to be thered.

How with the visitse, those ave a different picutre in that you are the woxd, Tour

state of being is not that of separation, you ave wnited with the wyatery. Thats the

beginaing with those visits. énd then, jsut what do-they feel like, how do you talk shout
that state of being of being in ffild infused with the mystery. Or, it's the Dark Night

of the Soul Hestacy at that last step, of God. That the —-ghanding there

is the Word., And it's the vesolve, that's the crucial part of it for me, it's the

resolve that we bring back frow a visit to the other world. And then on the other

side of the chart the word: shagidssls and the leauge of being,..l guess the Gogaxten

studyg, for all of us was the most helpful in the begloning to deal with the words of
Jesus, And thoge are conversations where we take sowe of the aetual gayings and work
with them. Weve dome very little work with the deeds of Jesus, but that's a whole ayrena
that we have not dome . Now, the only methodologies that I koow that we have experimented
with that we have not mentioned, is the trek...selitude, is not a matter of time and place,
or going away...l mean, I can experience solitude in this very mowent, up here talking,
Aad silence, I dont know what we'll do with that as we work through the emercises but

we know that it's mot a time for some kind of navel gazing, that whatever you be with
thoss exsrcises, im t@~i@vm sud ecera for the world., &nd vhet thet looks like, iz a whole
field of experimentation. In terms of traaspavent knowing, we emperimemted with the

Joumal, somwewhat, but you kanow that journal is a formal jourmal, it's not a diasry

like, ¥ did this today, and this is my reflection om it,
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It's somehow got to be a form where being is theve in that joumal., /fnd we've

Just sort of teyed ercund with the joumnal in the past.

éAnd thew on the pole of transparvent deing, our cbaediemnces, We picked them up
ad put thew fown and plcked thew wp and put thew down. Hut those obedliences we
talked sbout are uot practical, theyve ebsuid, but theese ave exercises that
illuminate the whole arema of trams parent doing, Well, 1'11 stop now. ILhe
emereines , all of thewm, vhateveyr we cresie fov the wovement ig ~—wemewmewesdn 81l
of cthew. That's quite a job, ism't 1?7 Zad the samctities. dnd its che spirit

exervcises, which you know, just tvausforwm our life, 1 mean, nothing is chenged
Lpooetad

Vg ¥

a bout life, but sverything is transi & wetamwiphbosis tekes pilce.: fnd fj\*“

FYe o .
T N

if you hawvent been Lo the wovewsnt station to see the LlYth vealm, re-writtem
through the categories of the samctificetion tyriangles,you wmust go by and do that,
That's the kind of experimentation that's going on.

What aveas do we need to work in? For oue thing, wve meed to draw all of these

togethex., 1 think we need to sort of brroed en that. We need to begin to think

about skin bracing, secular skin braecing in the Lens course, is experimenting with,
i mean, wheve we got to ¥t Lt in, teo our exdrcises., We need to begin to think
about day one, day two, thate another Afdd/fHad/fLLd/ very importenr part of our
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