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O ¥y he came downstairs pale-faced
¢ ther, say at that Ash Wednesday service that from
dust you came and to dust vyou shall return?" She said, "Yes, yes, what is it?"
He said ”%sii, I ica?eé nuer my bed this morning and t%afg*s somebody thers,
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he's coming or goingty

We have had this whole subject of love under the bed for several years and
now we do not know whether we are coming or going. Our gpproach to love has been
through a triangle with the aspects of justing love, witnessing love and Dre-

sencing love.

This discourse is in the arena of
justing love, in the g& ticular arena
of primal communit ty. I want to

bring primal ﬁ@ama31ty into focus in
the context of loving the worlid.

Our times are characterized by a dramatic shift in the quality of primal
community. We have in faet a brand new reality on our hands when we talk about
community, which means that our exXperience of human sociality is different than
it has ever been before, In fact, we ﬁXp%Fl&ﬁ“ﬂ human sociality as a protracted
g;rugg &, a long march in which everyone of us is engaped. Loving the world
lS loving that struggle. One breakloose we have experienced then is that

oving the world means ins olving yourself with a J@év of people in the whole
process of b&fti&;i&%glﬁge We aﬁ% in the struggle to create human soc iality
in the midst of a brand new community. This wrestling has allowed us a glimpse
of what local globali ity is all about.

My image of primal community has been informed mostly by such socurces as
Our Town, Gunsmoke, or sometimes a movie like The Sky Above and the Mud Below,

which was about Abor riginal community in New Guinea. The words "primal community"
point, for me, to a reality characterizad by being local, simple and natural.

In point of fact, however, primal commun ity is zene of these things any more.

Primal community, for me, is now global, complex and intentional or self-conscious,
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At one time in Montreal the
airport, the garbage collectors
the mint workers were all on atr
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which he had never seen before, the two could communicate and reach agresment.

ive form to the global community and grasp

One of the ways we begin to g

o is through formulating a practical vision.
a
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he ineffectivity
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It is not so much giving people gﬁgigh as it is g iving the process by which
vigsion comes to any body of sye) We have seen in the Local
Church ?xga%swast that the chart &f th% téi?tg six t&gtiﬁg is already a prac-
tical vision of a future form of the local cha?ﬂh It is not the future form
of the local church, but it is a practical vision of it. As morse than one
local church pastor has told me, the Local Church Experiment has shifted the

major contradiction
T

e
church. One man said, "Before this experi-
ment I couldn’t see 't

. doing. Now I can't do all the things I
want to do." The initial ( of twenty structures and eighty
agencies was a practical vision. It wasn't the new form of local community
but it was already a practical vision. It seems to me that creating picturss
like these is what it means to love the world.

That visioning process begins to give socioclogical form to faith. What-
ever else we are doing, we are about the process of recreating in %ge?y
locality the sociological form of faith which we have called the congregation.
What we mean by congregation is that structure which lives before radical
possibility and gives “form to dgﬁbax community in the presence of all of
history and all mankind, in the midst of every local community. That's what
the congregation dynamif i
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. the sociological form of faith.

One galaxy auxiliary has been beating itself over the head for three
years now because it does not have a congregation. What the auxiliary
7

members meant was, they had only a handful of people who would show up on
Sunday morning. § churc in the midst of a community that is sinty
percent French T o rest are something else and could not care
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from Greece, Portugal gé th some Abglo-Saxon
students who go to the . is f most Gmpi?c&teé parish

I have ever seen. 1 re: t one Italian community in Cleveland
which started a community ball games and indipenous things
like that. ' us is going to be
able to b y ever agalin.

It is not over against

human soc

»5 on their Cuild initiation

would say, "We have a guild, sort
timeline.' Lverybody sald that

they wrped out they had lunches with people,
they had a LEHS course, thay and so on, but nobody was willing to
say that what they did was orth 11l of our communities are so unique
that you never have the luxury any no f dust plugging in a model and
marching through it. Doing tl ' ns creating on the spot in radical
kinds of ways.

As the reports
experiments, they were all 1 $
of, but we didn’t do the twenty
When we checked on what 1i

We have discovered that loving the world has to do with gragszng the
contradiction and giving complexity and ambiguity a focus. That is never
something that can be done from the outside; i from the inside.
It means that you create a transparenc see beneath what
they have never seen before.
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, of what loving the world
means in this dimension. We have created there ather sophisticated instrument
to enable people to create a i srouph the bottom of what is
going on in their o$ta¢;£ i spth of it.  Loving the
world is caring enough to lock deep eno o grasp the basic contradiction and
respond to it.

The Social Eeéh&ﬁs Sehoo

I find I trust my intuitions like I have sted them before Most
of our methods in t re int 1 oyre and more, as 1 g2o
about my daily = and gapping.

One cannot operate i iz » Orie situation,
swirls and gaps it, and responds to what pops up as the contradiction. We are
*ﬁg%;;%s@g ourselves 3 3 o much in
our being that we ¢ ining all kinds
of people in that » lict , v ‘ be the
sociclopical form of | in our times te has to do I the transparency
through which you 1 Tus i ‘he situation,
not in something else. your situation - everything
e

ction enouph to love 1t,

elsae i an aprpedirance. Whiear
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then you begin to have what I mean by the sociclogical form of hope, or what
we have called the cadre. The work of the cadre is to be that kind of hoping
in the midst of a local community.

A couple years ago when I was in New Orleans one of cur movement
colleagues there participated in a set of regional planning councils that HEW
(U.5. Department of Health, Education and Welfare) held across the States.
He reported that HEW had all these problem sclving methods, problematting,
brainstorming, and so forth. But, as these councils went on over a period of
months he said, "The interesting thing was that the clearer we got on the
problems the less people we had, until we got very, very clear and had very,
very few left." Then he said, "That's where I saw again that when you begin
to look into the deeps of life you need something like the cadre. You have
to have people who have a way of hoping, not in something else, but in the
depths of life itself.”

Local community, as I would like to imapgine it, ocupht to Le a natural
thing. If I go up to somebody and say "Hi'", he oupht to say "howdy" back.
If I slap him on the back he ought to slap me on the back, not punch me in
the teeth. If I look white, he ought to loock white Instead, there exists
self-consciousness. I mean self-consciousness in t i sense of Yembarassed
and awkward". Human sociality is invented, not natural.

Last fall a couple of us went to Nova Scotia to teach a LENS course
to thirty-seven people from all over the world. It looked like the United
Nations. There were thirty nations represented, mostly from the "Third World":
Latin America, India, Southeast Asia, and Africa. The staff observed that
people were @3?%1@13§timg but also helding back. Then on Sunday morning we
realized what was going on. Here was a group of people who were learning how
to do credit unions. They were getting trained in all the nuts and bolts of
how to do economic development. But the reason they were there and not back
in their home country doing that task, was that they knew there was no primal
community from which to do such a thinpg. That fact rather rattled me Lecause
I still had the "Gky Above and the Mud Below' imapes at least in what [
would call primitive situations in the villages of the Third World.

A colleague in Ldmonton can tell vou horror stories about these little
towns in the North of Faaéﬂg, The government has a law by which 1t pays a
person fifty dollars a day to z;ght forest fires, but if vne is asked to
fight a forest fire and refuses, he is fined fifty dollars. It's pretty
important to fight forest fires in the North. When the townspeople see the
fire ranger take off in his plane, they take off on foot. One day the ranger
spotted eleven fires. When he went out to find people to fight the fires, one

Iittle old lady was the only one in town.

Natural community has collapsed. There is no community save that it is
created by raw decision. The weariness that everyone ot us has in his bones
comes from knowing that nothing happens naturally. We decide what needs to
happen as an act of will everytime. Creation from nothing is required, to
have any community at all. 1 am experiencing these days an inability to do
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midst of being more grateful for this past year, I have less to show for it
than any other year I have spent in the Movement. I find that that is a
common experience with others. Whatever else is going on in the turn to the
world and the voecation to build the new community, it is not, in the first

r , fulfillment -- not in the immediate sense at all. Vocation is demand-
ed And wvocation gets grounded in the implementaries. It is no coincidence
at the point of writing pracedures we fall asleep. When you write the
. for your community, that is where the love for the world becomes most
Love conquers or fails and drive becomes sheer decision when you say
oing to do something, when they are going to do it, why they are going
¢ » and how they are going to do it. Such statements literally decide
the future and bring iﬁ the new community. This is how the new primal commu-
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In the midst of giving form to primal community I have fallen in love with
the world again, but this love reminds me of adolescence. When I was an adoles-

cent, girls were becoming women, and I was becoming a man. I think the same
thing is true here. The world is becoming the world, and we are becoming some-
thing other. This otherness gives us the possibility of loving this world.

i do not vemember dec;d;ng to be the Other World but the fact that I am loving
this world tells me it Is so. I find that fact rather terrifyinp and yet
rather glopvious.

... Ronald Clutz



