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Ecumenical Institute, Chicago

STATE OF THE MOVEMENT: THE SPIRIT LIFE IS AWAKENING.
L. What we have gotten clear about in the last six months is that the state of

the movement has never changed all through history; it is just one long march.
But there is a sense of excitement for all of us.
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2. Now I am going to talk a little bit about what it means to be a clergyman in
the church today. I had a friend call the other day, and he waz really mad.

He was mad because he was part of a corporate pastorate, and somebody had not
called on him when they called on the senior pastor. le said, "This is a corporate
pastorate; when you come out here to see a ?*nistér you come to see us all.” And
all of a sudden it hit me: a corporate pastorate does not mean a group of
ﬁgera??éﬁ getting together; it means the church getting together because that is
the only kind of corporateness that we have. So I stand here this morning to tell
you that the state of the movement is that the future is ours. It is ours as

the church, not as clergymen or laymen alone, but as the corporate body of Jesus

Christ, standing present to all of life
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3. A few years ago, when we used to sing the song, '"We can order chaos, Four

by four, four by four,” that was an abstraction to me. It was as though we would
come into a chaotic situation and get out our clubs and just beat, beat, beat, and
get everything into 4 X 4's and then we would move on. I think what has happened
since we have recovered the other world is that we have discovered that life is
ordered, and the orderedness is disclosed when we become conscious of cur presence
in the midst of chaos, and that we can decide to velate to it. The visits have
been exciting to me. The question that keeps coming up is, "What has occasioned
my life?" or "What has occasioned my state of being?" My life is just spread

out on that chart. This summer when I looked at that and learned that T had to

do visits to the other world, I said, "Now, that is impossible., What is that all
about?"  Then, finally, I discovered that that was my life, And that ocur fathers
have talked about this with the word "God," or “the mysteriocus power,"” and with
the words "Son" and "the Holy Spirit", and the "peace that passes all understanding.’

4, I want to read to you a Psalm that kept speaking to me this last guarter,
Psalm 69.

Save me, 0 God,
for the waters have risen up to my neck.
sink in muddy depths and have no foothold;
am swept into deep water, and the flood carries me away.
am weardied with crying out, my throat is sore,
my eyes grow dim as I wait for God to6 help me.
Those who hate me without reason
are more than the hairs of my head;
they outnumber my hairs, those who accuse me falsely.
How can I give back what I have not stolen?
0 God, thou knowest how foolish I am,
and my guilty deeds are not hidden from thee.
Let none of those who look to thee be shamed on my account,
0 Lord God of Hosts:
let none who seek thee be humbled through my fault,
0 God of Israel.

b bt bt




State of the Movement: The Spirit Life is Awakening -2

For in thy service I have suffered reproach;
I dare not show my face for shame.
I have become a stranger to my brothers,

an alien to wmy own mother's sons;
bitter enemies of thy temple tear me in pieces;
those who reproach thee reproach me.
I have broken my spirit with fasting,
only to lay myself open to many reproaches.
I have made sackcloth my clothing
and have become a byword among them.
Those who sit by the town gate talk about me;
drunkards sing songs about me In their cups.
But I 1ift up this prayer tc thee, 0 Lord:
accent me now in thy great love,
answer me with thy sure deliverance, 0 God.
Rescue me from the mire, do not let me sink

-~ let me be rescued from the muddy depths,

s that no flood may caryy me away,

ne abyss swallow me up,

no deep close overy me.

Answer me, O Lord, in the goodness of thy unfailing love,
turn towards me in thy great affection.
I am thy servant, do not hide thy face from me.
Make haste to answer me, for I am in distress.
Come near to me and redeen me;
ransom me, for I have many enemiasg,
But by thy saving power, O God, lift me high
above wmy pain and my distress,
then I will priase God's mame in song
and glorify him with thanksgiving;
that will please the Lord more than the offering of a bull,
a young bull with horn and cloven hoof.

See and redoice, you humble folk,
take heart, you seekers after God;
for the Lord listens to the poor
and does not despise those bound to his service.
Let sky and earth priase him,
+he seas and all that move in them,
for God will deliver Zion
and pebuild the cities of Judsh.
His servants' children shall inherit them;
they shall dwell there in their own possession
and a2ll who love his name shall live in them.

5, A visit to the Other World is not a trip; it is a happening, and the conver-
sation that follows that happening is the kind of event which enables us to become
more conscious of what we already know, of the fact that we stand present to be

in the world and not of the world. The other evening I was sitting with a group
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of people, and all of s sudden this man who had never had a former visit said,
"You know we live in two worlds." He had that kind of clarity. The way I exper-
ience it today with any group is that vou begin a conversation by asking a

question, and someone speaks up and gives an answer that drives everybody four
levels deeper. And then the mistake always that I want to say, "Would you
ground that for me?"' Evervone in the roonm shaking his head, and vou need to

go on to the next question, because evervone is clear about what is going on
today. The man of faith, in reflecting about his life. no longer can see any

hope in the kind of cynicism that all of us can particinate in ] )

so easily. Finally, he sees that not even his giddiness allows him to escape

from the real deeps of his despair. And he comes to a kind of soberness. I would
call it a sober resolve and a happy decision. It is that kind of sobernmess that

I experience in my life, and vet on the other side of that, happiness.
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6. I think of Samuel, of Nicodemus, of myself. I do not know about you, but I
am a preacher's son and very veligious as all preacher's kids are, but finally
the issue of being a man of faith has nothing to do with your background. Samuel
was a religious man; Nicodemus was a leader in the church; and we could go all
through history noting examples, but when the Lord calls a man, that man makes a.
new decision about what it means to be a human being and what it means to be the
church.

7. I have experienced that after the Great Turn those kinds of decisions have
to be made. I took a look at the charts the other dav, trying to figure out how
you talk about this last quarter and about the future. The bottom areas of each
arena of the Other World seemed to leap out of that chart. The first one was
something like "seduced by the mystery." And there is a prhase on there that I
can use if anyone asks me what was the last quarter like. It was an utterly
incredible quarter, and there are 79 more to go. If this is a 20-year march, there
are 79 utterly incredible quarters left to go for the Church of Jesus Christ

and the Spirit Movement across the globe. One day when I was in New York City

I got on the subway and instead of going to Long Island, I ended up way on the
other side of town. It was utterly incredible; here I was all alone under the
city of New York:; and yet there was something like a real joy about the ride all
the way back downtown to the Village. That is the way you experience life as man
of faith in our time. It comes as an utterly incredible, utterly possible kind
of future. There is a new kind of spirit, and yet an unsettledness is present.

8. Before I came here this week, I kept trying to think through what it meant
to be the incarnate man. I remembered two years ago we talked about being the
resurrected man; the sanctified man is the same man with a deeper kind of con-
sciousness. Every reformation beginsg with justification and then moves into
sanctification, because we all know what can happen when you just grab onto the
spirit and run. I mean you burn up. Finally you hear the Word and be the Incar-
nation., It is no longer " Call to Walk in the Way." It is "Called to Be the
Way.''! Have you noticed lately that people are looking at you? Oh, the Psalmist
is clear about how some of them are looking at you. That is because we are a
sign, and I want to pun from being a sign, because the whole world then bescomes
your parish.

9. I used to hear Charlies Moors talk about people being healed in RS-I and I
didn't believe it. I mean it is silly; the only way to get healed is to take

) s}
medicine. And all these healers on TV: I think that is all set up, just like
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wrestling. I just could not wunderstand that until Sylvia Robinson, who is 74 years
old, went to RS-I. I said to the first teacher, "Now you have to keep an eye on
her.” But he turned to me and said, “"Has she ever been to church?" And I said,
"Of course, she has," Then he said, "Don't worry about it." That is a shift for
me. In RS-I we are not out to teach a course; we are out to tell everybody that
this is what it means to be the church in our time. Sylvia told me before the
course, "Pastor Bob, I'm never going to make it." But Sunday noon she cawe out
dressed to the hilt, deciding to start right away to recruit the sewing ladies.
She had been healed. She went home and laid out the whole course to her daughter.
She had been healed. I told my wife, who went to teach a PLC and came back more
beautiful, that I was convinced. One of our colleagues taught a courss where a
man raised his hand in the middle of the Church Lecture and kept raising his hand,
and finally he just asked out loud: he was an airline pilot and wanted to know
whether he had to change jobs if he joined the movement, or could he still fly.

It is this kind of story that enables us to understand what it means to be a part
of the Great Turm. -

10. It has been five years this January since I took a PLC, yet it is a=z though
I have only been in the Movement for six months. It came to me that way in the
Patron's Dance at the Base this last summer. That was where I had to decide to

the movemént. I do not remember what context was set by the master of ceremonies;
all I remember is that I did not get right out on the dance floor. It was as
though I knew that if I took that waltz, I was no longer going to be able to play
games. The only alternative that I had was to leave. That kind of shift from
single-mindedness, with burdens, to single-mindedness without burdens was probably
the most significant bunch of wisdom that I have heard since I was born.

8

11, Signs of this shift appeared before the Great Turn. About 35 colieagues from
Milwaukee were on a bus going to Peoria for a Regional Council. About 90 miles
out of town, about 11 o'clock, all of a sudden there was the great big knock in
the motor and one of the vice-presidents of my congregation got out of the bus to
check. I said, "What is happening?" He said, "I don't know." Then, all of a
sudden, "Bang!" We pulled off to the side of the reoad, and there was a big rod
down in the oil pan. I just went in the bus and said, "Well, we just threw a
rod.” And everybody looked up and said, "0Oh?" and went back to sleep. And then
the thing that sort of scared me is that when I went off to get a tow-truck, I
came back and could not find the bus. I drove all the way back to where we ate
supper and back again and no bus. I knew there had been a shift somawhere,
especially when I hardly got upset.

2. The Great Turn is knowing that you march to die, not die to march. It is like
feeling that your kite string has just broken, or it's that kind of consciousness
t is having butterflies in your stomach all the time. The only change is that
every once in a while you feel that they get turned up for a second and then back
down again and you know something has happened. This is when you decide to march
to die. We began to talk here again about what it means to be an order. We can
get awfully romantic about that and I refuse to think about it in order that I do
not get romantic, because often I would love to go off and join some group. But
the religious orders have changed history by doing nothing more than bringing to the
conscilousness of the people who have decided to be a part of them that they have
always been part of an order. St. Francis is my order, just as the order of the

5

movement today is mine and yours, and we are out to be thoze spirit men.
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responsibility for the historical church. Recr ;i%m%ﬁ and padagogy are going to

o on forever. One way that our region is going to experiment with that is to
talk about P.0.'s as pedagogical observers and not @&rt;z;gﬁﬂa observers. LEvery
person in our metros and our regions need to go to RS-I once a guarte How else
can they be the movement? It is the style of being the recruiter @ﬁ% %%é pedagogue
of utter care. Who else chases peop to the bathy g care
of every person that comes ‘to that courss. inning
of RS-I. W a knock on %
maans to o hear the

23, FHost impey g2 going to be our style. There are three ways

we oy We need to push, but not hurry. We need to be sober
and ve be those who care, but who are utterly nonchalant.
Someth me is that pe pi@ cga$é go za 32&%@ on the subway and
yet wak Is th o g

can wa you go : !
select i1l slee s bu
wakes up wi say g@m&%&ing, Cbe igz ﬁggt b %ﬁ;ﬁ%iﬁg§ but it loocks
like = the ones who slesp until our time comes and then we just
engage. then we engage. We are the ones who are wise as serpents
and inn We are the cobras that just wait,

g

2k, That was the significance of the watch exercise this summer. You need to
Q§ scious of how we wait for the vight time, and then we &%ﬁ&%@ a radical role.
t

e might spend five years preparing a church for igcai hureh experiment, be-
3

ﬁ%’

-

dynamic of xa? tzing, of 11
create gpirvit. We are the

cause we understand what it means to bring off a3 sig hat community, and in
that denomination and in the church across the earth. Et ig by understanding the
-

iting, of singing, of marching, that we are out to
£ % %

. .
ones who set the style in th

é’i& feio g

e of my meditative colleagues. I do not know if you remember the
- .

here was a Time in Jesus' ministry when he was talking to a
iplies. He was talking about what it meant to eat his

t it meagt for him to die and to be resurvected again.
'ﬁﬁééi§?5i? Following his 5%@”? course on what it meant to be a disciple, one of

i is is more than we can stomach. Why listen to such talk?"

He i@gt ané a whole bunch of them left. Jesus turned to his twelve disciples and
said, "Do you also want to leave me?r And Peter said, 'Lord, to whom shall we go?
Your words are words of eternal 1ife.”
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26. That story speaks to me as I look into the future. Finally everyone of us
is going to say, "I cannot stomach the possibility that I see for my life and
for the church and for the globe.” Then we will make a new decision about what
it means to stand present to Cod, what it means to stand present to our lives,
what it means to be the sanctified ones. The only question you ask a colleague
who is running, the only question we ask ourselves whe& we begin to run is,

"Where are you going to go?” The Lord has the Word of eternal life. Amen.

Robert Hanson
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