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Tim e dacy 19
WWWW a day to be remembered

in the 1life of the Church and in the life of the world. At—the-mehoarset—dinmens

Jﬂmwnh the calling into being of the new
»M.za—n. -Cams\(e,s

creationg of the

praise/
Lhet history will jwse meatzprav0?)-the “ystery} which has beckoned these decisions P

Jnd

W the @,hurch,representationally present by those eéfwm wgathered!, i$ hevre to

/ ;
Pl e

: V-Q.
praise our decision to participate inydust—te———the-naumpemey act oih creation.
It is as ﬁ&h all of the Rxx past A those who have built the Crimson Line m

It is as &ih all of the future, those who will embody the Word and the Deed» are
“Hellelwfaly @qﬁd

shouting, 'Wadlekihe®d, For/\ marriage iordo;. in amle®f the understanding that each

e
man and each woman is covenanted first ® of all to love the Mystergb is “bwe leaven

fein the deeps for. T
that releases the nelghbor Tibendn-thodeopes. Marriage,as an estate instituted

by God) signi?ing the mystical union between Christ and the Chilch, moves beyond a

restrictive between two peorle
confined, smmxteixtwd human love fer-eme—emether to being the sign of the absurd

Yes to all of life and the demonstration of caring for the world and serving all men.

The marriage covenant, which gives content to this union, is contentless. The promises

are three twwhmy=: to love, to honor and to obey. Now I am an o0ld hand at putting
a_w&ed )
content on those promises; % yearsy and |t too}7\i§ years/‘to discover that the

1 sperd

beginning point of loving Joe was to be a self. Aflfteen years " inventing an un-self

13
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»adeveri to prov& to him that I wam=3 was: First phasey a good wife and mother;

churchwoman--ﬁw
Second phase,-a tireless community worker; Third phasey—a dedicated mimmeinorammn

wrhos

,; w
all designed by what I imagined would please him. You can imagine ke despair eé

=3 [
the Lord calli:é efxmf all of that into question. M éove is to be a self, embracing

. |
f:m““‘“f
the fact that Fimedty I cau;1 justify my life before no man. To love is to risk the

exposure of my own weakness,my mwm contingency. To be a self £imakky related/to the

/"'?
Mysteryx is what it means to love another human being, a—hushewd-ewm.a.wife. And what

does it mean to honor? Honor is not possible} save we live in the redemptive Word

we. +ha G‘A ovrselves
of Jesus Christ. Yeu-and-i cannot honpr ews neighbor when we hate lifeA hate cumseldF,

X1 ~3
‘; bl)v F&Y&* 3@6‘. {‘QJV\
All ake compassion is A'ee-ohaaaaﬁ] that hatredy amd.as wife/, become a shrike--sometimes

Y
in the most kittenish of ways; or a® a husband t& become a bully--sometimes in the
Oh, you can work out some

o o ﬁvw ttatpnct } prin
;@ L
social gr d rules of what honor looks like, -such-ss 3 e

most obsequious ways.

]
your mate into question outsdde the privacy of your own family. The way
w

we have always talked about that is, "We don't wash our dirty linens

T Hhunk rvle.
in public." W By the way_,A that that is a very good groundﬂg.
But, you get strapped by the rules. —-'luld:rnevitably eemee the occasion comées

Wkt

wh& Gisme ontological hatred and anger breake through physically,

demonically, destructively. To honor the spouse is to live in the
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i wwen %%‘«W

Word that: I. am loved, %mleas
¢

me ti§en to honor the unrepeatable,

unique weaknesses and strengths of my mat:e:M with an integrity that

o cocths
% moves way beyond anything the world can understand. ﬁ%call for &b

dxk the yearning to be loved by Gmdﬁ, “‘%’hat: is what it means to honor ’

e . } . — 2 i sl %&y
‘ \“’%{” Finally, that comes as obediémce. Helly-that @robably was struck

z\,

Lok VA forrlh M, R
out of the mam:*iage mom&ms included m@m chutct};@ ecause it was

e
T
interpreted @@ﬁ 'you are to do what I say." But obadiencw,f to one

another, in the context of dignifying the mystical union beﬁ%&en

Christ and the Churchg is obedience to the future% calling), the

inclusive demand. Disobedience is the refusal to respond comre~ \

hensively and futurically to what the world raqui:ms&w%w cared—fory

7Y amw@ga STy ¥ ¥V Y T
A o f my life”a neat house, a}x@ clothes hung £fm up rather than c!x'capp@d

w\m

,
;ﬁ?/itzo say nothing about those irrational toothpaste t:ubeg)al}. demand

K b o, &, W a
mmmmﬁwﬁi&w » ving - lTittle-heeding-myselfy ggbedianca jms:.aw@hmtw”
wheth ovt of abeoT |

and is rendered to-me-by the decision ef what needs to happen

@gw
for the sake of all men and the next 1,000 vears., { ‘These promises

» to love, te honor, and to obey,are filled full by the decision
Co ondanenatly o the MW%MW )
to beﬂcavanantad% esach in %@ own solitariness, foundatienally-te
6 ¥ onlly
the- %ﬁﬁm nl The: marriage covenantmi contentlessy gm&”%“

‘A\ rnost )
vt gm%“%”% ,
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) s, {
bu%@;wwmmmmmemwwwm: yhendless--until death do us part. Nety. |

W \V\i S e S
until death do us part 'is an awe=filling promise. It appearxs to be

3,

W€
narrowing  down

A 3 Jjust a litedte bit too much. It seems to be taking
S :

¢ away gy freedom, Yet, it is that justification which tests,mx binds.ﬂwwf

symbolizes our covenant with thejw§stery. Once the covenant is made

eternal and forever in history. It is teking-thet

webh
% thet utter depth seriousness that

breathes spirit into the marriage relationship. The tbree«day plunge

employed to to kno&maﬁévmi: wa§bout, can at best be only

—

externally illuminating. Even as play is-m. illuminatingq Theygﬂg%kw

‘ ¢
death do us parpkérounds the struggle into the deeps of life. Marriage

building
then baeemas not a happening or a not-hgppening, but a EEXEWXRE.block

s \  the crest and/the trough of that encountery with the

totally other, building the relationship that necessarily transcends

itaalf that unites two destinies inte one thrust, repenting for the

innouant suffering of the world, calling forth new life, forging the

+hus

y it is that
A

structures that will serve and care for all men,... &

marriage , in the Christian sense, becomes @m@h a sign of wbat it means

to love God, ”&% tove the Qwstery. Thex fof authentic
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(deet 3 is
and the Jjoy of on-behalf-of expenditure/demonstrated, beckoning all

men to live in the deeps of maxxykmgxxghmx bearing the weight of the

whole world.

4

(Or, was itYthe peace of authentic decision and the joy of.sss )\

,}%WWWﬁmﬁgwawbawtmwﬂﬁﬁthﬁe Father



