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Santification:'"The Religious People”... T

One of the risks we take is that all of those who are living out of =
reduced understanding of the secular are oging to be attacking us. Rurther-
more, all of those living out of a reduced understanding of the religious are
going to be attacking us. So if you want to be in an outfit where you get
attacked, you are in the right one. This is the case whenever you begin to
catalyze friends for the bullding of the New Social Vehicle. I don't mean
there is any special merit to go out there, in the world. Perhaps we ought
to take all of our guild badges away and melt them down when we leave here
so nobody gets any status out of wearing them. But the Lofd will probably
take care of that, reminding us that we are nothing but catalysts, and you
know how a catalyst ends up don't you? After it does catalysis and brings
something into 2 new type of usefulness in this life, then the catalyst
just floats to the bottom and is taken out as dregs. So that is who we
are, those of us who wear this, badge the mighty catalysts of history who
are really dregs and who will end up the nobodys, the nothings, by intengion.

Kazantzakis says, "Smash your houses, leave your wives and children,
smash your ideas , smash even yourself that I may pass..." I know that you
probably won't go outrand do that out of this imperative sense, but what
First John has helped us $so much to understand is that we don't have to
worry about whether we smash them or not. They get smashed. They just
get smashed: our houses, our wives and children, our great ideas... 'he
who has found the answer has not found Me.” That great love the mydtery has
for us comes in and dows that mighty work on us. It humiliates us, turns
us into the weak cnes that we are, to anger us, suffer us, and give us the
opportunity to embrsce our suffering forevermore. To say all this is to begin
to get a sense of what it means to define the religious in history.

THE PROFOUND FUNCTIONS

Throughout history the religious have shown up hlaying four functions
in their external mission. One of those functions we have feferred to in
terms of the preaching orders, or the evangelical orders. Perhaps you can
call them the spiritual sentinals, or you can use the word "charismatic”
here if you wish. Charismatic is a good word. It means those who go about
giving spirit to everything that they touch. This has been the external
thrust of the preachking or evangelical orders throughout their tradition:
to create the spirit methods that have been picked up by the church as a
whole add, even beyond that, by society, You can begin to talk about
pure evangilism in our day by pointing to that new evangilism which over-
comes the good guy-bad guy moralism. My best image for this is my Irish
priest friend in New York who understood what pure-or the new-evamgelism
was all about when a motorcycle gang rolled up én the church parking lot
with their black motorcycle jackets on and their girds behind, reving their
motors, about a hundred of them. He got a big tub of water and a big
pitcher and went out there and threw it all over them, baptised the whole
lot of them, without asking any questions. And soon after, they ceme back
for a midnight mass, all hundred of them with thelr black leather jackets
and their girls behind them. They walked down the center aisle, and all the
"good guys' moved to the end of the pews. That is the sense of the new type
of pure evangelism of Cyril or Methodivs. You just go out and take
the whole mation; massive evangelism, pronouncing the essential fact thht
all is good. Those preaching orders played thht radical humanizipg role of
evangelism for all the orders, for the church, and for society.
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