Sanetification-Ral D. Cramer

Continental Auxiliary Mareh 1k, 1973

We want to talk a bit about what we are in the experiment and
a bit about where we're going to begin to build a picture of the future.
As we Begin to take a reading now of the year of the great turn.toward the
future and ask some questions of our time and of history.and what's the
next step sor t of I theink and particulary in the the context of the local
church experiment. I have to begin most everything i start out building
including my own brooding by drawing a picture on the board and it's
one that's probably calassical by now. Goes something like this. 1In
which the plain of history I like to mark the center of i t about right here
say, in which here's the fire and the heat of our time.The age of transition,
the age of the great mutation of consciousness, the age of ‘the church or
the civilization coming into being, of age , man. It's a way to keep reminding
myself theat that is indeed the matter of the age. Not just to tell myself

a story but to keep cleat about the realities of our time. That's not just

fode

and image for the sake of whopping ap a bit of excitement, but it's a way of
holding to the facticity of our time We are in the age of transition, and that's

not just somethin g that you and I talk about, but indeed our part of the time

in which whatever we meant by civilization is bening transformed into

Q,z

something beyoud it, something different, something

&

daae to whatevep
we've meant by the civilizing process , so the question is what does it mean

to stand in the midst of that kind of fire, that king of heat of transition.
How do you and I begin to talk about that, we've for the last few monthes
really have pulled back out of the deep recesses of the theological memory.

of the historical church. Back in a dusty corner pulled out of there,

we found out of course, that it had a fairly major role to play as theological
Physicans, now I wast to go back and reread that. The catagory of Sanctification.
And, you always get offended, I do, even though I've been arcund here a while
with that king of springing of ourselves new catagories, new images,and pulling
everything through that. Rethinking, Redeing, Well, that's the name of the
game it seems as a revolutionary body. I Alvays try to find an image of
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the catagory ofo help us articulat more adequately the what we've experiwncing
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But not just what we're experiencing, but indeed what history is

experiencing. What our times are going through to bring self-conscoisness
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to what we're actually experiencing. To enable us to participate consciously
in the incredible ag e that we've part of. of Sacctificanion. It had to
become a part of our language it seems mavbe in the last few monthes or
gquarters. And I don't know how you talk about that concretely and we've
cone a lot of spinning about that the last few days we've had a chance to

»

with some of the priors of the houses that have been doing that in the

consult meeting. and so on like that. But I think we coulkn't do or even
talk about sanctification saya couple of things that happened. One of them
or it seems to me is our planet has within the last vear of two made

it's benn three, the last year or so, has concretely confronted the fact thet
this is the way it is. Self-consciousness and for me an example of that is

a little book called FPuture Shock and the response that people are making

to that. And heow it i&tﬁhat that kind of language in which vou see that,
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the most hedtedel

thing that he does in there is when he gets &ah&
that only two kings of people on this planet., And that's the only way to
talk about human civilization and the people who say that they ave one of
two kinds all their pictures are irrelevant either vou're a human being
who's decided to J deal with o engage in the future, embract. the shock
and push through that or vou're one who goes back , hides , runs,collapses,

creation of it or pull back with,drawel ., run. And it seems To wme that Is

besically what has happened. That there is at least a body of people on

this planet who have made that kind of decision. I find Boulding's little

thing about the invisibl

s

e collepe we use some of vou know in the LENS course.
It's helpful there. that there is lself-conscolusly or not labeled here and
there low people who've decided to be a part in the bullding of the Earth.
That the images of the Golbal Village that bullding the earth is going to
settle inand there are now emerging that kind of scattered body of people
who have made that kind of decision. to indeed engage in the creation of

the future. And vou've found some of that kind showing up in that local

church. In vour Local Congreagation. Bevond where vou expected to ses them.
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It's that kind of grappling with face and deeps. To see that we are on a globe
that we are one planet, that we are on this thing togetBer, that we make it or
it goes down the tube. It inci natore or assficsiatestogether. We are ik one
planet, one golbe « Time the sense of just the drama of our age.
That we donot have much time. That it is clear that we can detotnate the planet,
we can assphicsiate it all within our lifetime, but in a matter of moments if we
decide to use the more violént méthod. and sc on. HE That we have a sense of the
timing is criticaland in our grappling and getting ahold of how it is that we
build the future and give shape to it. So space and ti me are tindeed a part of
that. What broke it locde for us was the Movement last summer, in the summer
research assemblyin which we did two things, onew in relation to space, one in x
relation to time, that is we mmmEx said in terms of space we are about the job
of creating the 54 areas, that is we layed an overthemwxlay of rationality called
areas on this planet and said now we are impacting andcatalyzing the historical
church with right now. That's jmst jolts you be fore you kept thinking
gust gonnage on out there you know the last fat lady is some where out there
in the unknown teerdtory and you have to conquer it , but 54 of them were in 18 of
them. Does somethign to your image of space relatibe to this planet did something
to me. The other has to do with time . We decided to carve out two twenty year
badcks of time and tell our story in xmd redd tionship to those two amchor points.
The twenty years of the past and the twenty years of the futmee . Before we talked
about a thousand years maybe 2 thousand yxeaxs and 7 tertiarry's into the summet and

8

so on . But didn't have a mmkyx way to name a sopt out there in the future time

wise and say we've building for that. WE'll build another one after that but we have
an anchor out there in the future tidme wise And began to build backwards what
needs to happen in terms of hitting the 54 areas fmxix that is enabling the historical

across
church to do its job tHmsHphvdt this planeét and all the plangts that whole ghdbe
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add have a time design on it . And we pull back, rightly sos not just pull bakk

We stayed at the level of broad kind of a whistle point stratigies or what ever kind

of an image is there to talk about the implications of the NSX but non the less, we

got saidid to ourselves that we have to begin building concrete timelines and thereby

begin to sak the wuestion o f stmategiem and tactics realtive to the future of the

wholde planet. As we look at the NSV, sanctification, we use the word that we have

talked a little bit about, resurgente. There's another way to tald about this same

dgnamic here,or facticity. And i?@ a shift T tell you, I don't know, I happened
{/%:Qz&;"p%%

to be out in Sacremento ¢th quarter I eally like to teach PLCS, I don't a know why

that is, but I lébk forward to the time to get out and teach those. I didn' tused to ,

a couple of wiarters ago I was terrified, cause you always had somebody with hie

rooney gun sitiing in the back of vou, he hed to open up his suitcase and came not his

¢doths or whatever or his bible, but out came hie rooney gun ¢ v his

A b
J# kind of hated to have to deal with thes you know its painfull and it was alao highly

dangeroud , lethal stuff . YOu have that kind of thereness. The courses that I
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have been involved with the last couple of quartereshave been very different it seems
tome , I don't know of your experience. I was just deeply shocked in Sacremehto
here were two thirds of your BRE PLC participants or pastore who were under 26 then
on to

on to seminary 2, 2, 3, or 4 years maybe. TFirst part of phase two. I', on the

other séde of, the other end of phase two. Youn g pastore, that kind of thing,

I was just addressed by the fact that not one of them had fallen through to cynicism.
That overlay there that they were walking across and that they were clear thet was
one of the optioms they had, but by the timm we hit the practics of that course ,

I mean they were just deeply exctited about thedr liocal church. About what could
happen there. And asked the question, the first question after the ckosing of the
thing was, Well when is the next clergy guild . YOu've mentioned something like that

there might be a clergy guildfollow-up or a call to the house xpexraiixike and they

will get a call to you. When is it » Where is it. These young gwys and also an

(]

¥
older guy in there , Jessop, %éggn;ou knaw%ﬁégéjwmll, came out of Los Angeles,

he said to me abott Thursday morning,we were in & little transition, and I was
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down visting a bit, and I mentioned the sour doctor and his church, aura of the great

family and so on, add the fact that I had known a bit about the .

He said, YOu know this has been , I 've been looking for this kind of collegiality

what is the word he used this kind of fellowship is his word. For twenty years,

this is the twentieth year of my ministry, and I have been looking for what I

experienced this week here for tweenty years. and this is that e first time I've

fomnd it. And he says I'm in a way that i have not been for twenmty years.

about the future of the church. And we talked about going back and being with the

» who are an auxiliary couple , his church aws in the galaxie then for a year,

and had decided they were going to pull him off and did so at the point o f gettin

hism, right today I hear Betty was saying , where are you Begyy, that he's right now

hosting in a clergy guild in his own church., That BLC was two weeks ago. Something

like that is happéning it seems to me that there is the kind of deep despair and

cynicism that evyer men has to come to terms with being 18 or 20 or what ever. About

the historical church and civilization, somehwo that has broken loose, we've brogken
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through that and nww we're moving out there betyond. That they're having that kind

of authentic anticipation 6f the futuve. in the historical cherch, anticipation

of the f

of the future, looking down the foad » Wa ntingot know howmany years of , I mean

what kind of sturctures are going to go on somebody mentiondd that unless.?77279?

Were are the structures its going to take, who knows 6, 10, 20 years to do the qob.

I'm prepared, I'y ready where is it? How can we move together? I don't mean to he

romantic at all , simply to say that there is a sign there for me. Well, just a

couple 6f other words about where we are in terms of history as a Movement. As you

know we'be moved coming out of Austin and out of that kind of béginning where we began

to create the courses, began to bang our head over against the historical church and

the universities for ohe , forged out khe curriculum and then transposed 1t into the

urbam world about 62 ,64 or there and began to ask the question, What doea it mean

the course grads get together in the localchurch, beginto talk about the dadre dynamic

and they did some work with that back in the early parts of this last decade. Then

began to ask the question, What's it mean to relate people who have decided to
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really gake the church seriously and talk about a movement. In the last four

years 68 to 72 have been doing what we'We called the international Movement

the global Movement , trying to get a feel after tmxgat what that would look like

across the globe . And in the midst of these last four yearsand at the same time

trying to get ahold of the secular revolution, the NSV, as well as builling the

strugture by which to enable the historical to want to give. Rearrange itself

in building the earth at the local level. And those kinds of things have emerged

The Local Church Experiment has taken journey as we've , how do we now talk about

the whistle points?, one of them is local reformutation machinery, one of those

nine . It had to do with how it is it would rdise the question of how do you create

a dynamic at the local level thatmotivates people. It has to do with motivity.

It'a like if I image mmgsx myself stepping backon the moon looking planet Earth,

and asking the question whgt is it that is going on there, you see that planet

ppa pulsating down there on the horizon. That ball of lgeght or whatever it is that's

there on this planet. Now what is it that's the fundamental contradiction in civil-
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ization. Motivity giving up despalyr that and paralyzes his will. Tools,
practical models, methodslogy, equipmemtt. ...none of that's an issue. How to's are
not the issme. Motivity and it seems to me that what it is that we as human

eyes as this outfit have deeéd ed that we have that the historical church is
precisely where motivity is dealt with. The cross of Jesuse €hrist deals with life

and death and life and death and what it means to k% live in the midst of finite

world, in the midst of change, in the midst of reality, and we have deeided to throw

renewing historical -
BHEREX out energy into reskmwimg the I¥EE¥ church  enabling it to be that catalys
that

of all of civilization h the center of motivity catalyzing, breaking bpeople

loose getting them out of their despair, flipping them,into mission, the global

from the local, parachialism, ensbling them to sse bevond,

Now, that is basically where we are, it seems to me, is having in our hands

an experiment of, what? 2 years old? 2 and 1/2 vears old, that we have been

working with that from our point of view has already demonstrated inecredible
gtructures within

praf proof relative to individuals and fwm/the historical, being catalyvzed

awake afresh. new possibilities, ~-no romanticism here to be sure, we have

not won in every case by any means. But we know that gomething is going on there,

we have a structure, of discipline, of care, of spirit life, of visioning, of

€0
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te say that we ave a people who have already made some claims--we have been
talking about that a little bit-~ about the future, that has to do with
the new social vehicle. that we have sort of unleashed an image, called the
soclal processes #kwx and a way of relating to those, grappling with those,
demanding of those social Process triangles that they inform us about

how civilization needs to move, where the imbalances are, what the trends
are, how do you correct trends, and bend the trends concretely acpross the
globe. and in the midst of every community as those kmaiwmdx trends ghow
Wy

up. We are in that kind of turn. We have made the turn to the world, into

the secular, into the new social vehicle, knowing that we just have a handful

doing
of doing to do
of colleagues xm for troops, fer-deing-the-jeb-in-eivilisation- fapzdaingathe

job of doing anything signivicant in eivilization, Just a few, -~looking at
that planet again, just a blip over here and a little spark of light over there,

erust?
breaking through the cross? of darkness on the face of this planet. dust a

handful, and yet you and I know that history has called us to be those who not only

die, not only try, but win, are called forth to win. in our



' Cpamer, Endless Felicity pe 12

time on behalf of the future., I mean it takes a rein on civilization to drive
that herd of horses that we call our steed of civilization, to drive &m it Iinto

a new future. %o be those who build the earth, create the famix track--lay

the track,
power
build the road for that mmmexmfxx pilet of civilization to move Into.

thut
the resurgence to flow into that river bed of the future,

How we have also talked in the mdist of the new soclal vehicle about

the ecumenical parish, done a little bit of spinnign in the consults, talked a bit

the question what does
last surmer, began to askfwhatzthe face of that needed to look like.of the

ecumenical parish. but very clear then

1ike with the gulld, that Iis one of the
dimensions of the new sociasl vehicleg shazwhilsktlepolnts, oh, It would be so finde
--justimagine, any time that ten of us in thés room, if we could go % out in some
local community and have, you know, a local church, we could do just fantastic

things in the parish., Huh? You think what ha¥f a2 dozen of us could do.in any given

parish. people like you and I with the kind of discipline, vision, care, passsion,

£S

tools, methods, . There is no nuestion that we could




v, 13

palse
hat a wav, or with the gulld, we could wmakm up
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here, dealing with this little problem, that one,

bat
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But how do you be concerned about the globao-%? Doesn't it sould a bit ludicrous

this
Wow it is time to do ke parishl”  a

to you? It doss to me, to =sav,

 you ahve

7 people out of the front door of the chupch,

Talk about sulcldes. The key to wme 1ln terms

anyway? )
on triangle,
£it into the/
art of it has

anctific
(where does that
tience, [/
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rou talk about spivit categories,
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to do with mmdmgxthat living my life in wy situation is my fulfillment.

a3

That is the foundation of the Niaburh-paper. s not saving

¥

I'm not really doing my job until I get out there somewhere, or until 5 vears

ecumenical pz
down the road when we can get a real guilld going, a real/parish going.

Ho., Fulfillwent 1s being the creation, being the creaiton, not doing something

and reformulation, and
the kind of explosion,/swdxe resurgence, mndx

And
now.  xWmmmxl look ahead and say, "Then I mki% be Ffulfilled,”

and thereby gpivas

>

rermission to be non-ch

vt about that future, In terms of the tra

how long do yvou have to see ahead?
that ls laying out there. We lay teack for Zufix 20 years?
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. but hwat kind of shape does the new local church nesd to take? You
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cannot tell me, gem cannot decide until at least after thés summer program

when we get holdl ofzhawzlessizzz the actual, how local men connect themselves

to the social processes, until we begin to connect the whistle points, the dynamics
of those to local man, then afime ask the question of what kind of structures

of motivity, if you care, of spirit, human cmmmm care, and so on, missionalizing
of the local church, are necessary to respond to, to send people into history

to engage in, creating the avalanche of change, It is going to take more st
than a year tezumspzghat-up I think. I'd like to wrap that up this summer.

That would be fine. But nevertheless, you and I know we are on the track of

the style we are setting is the comprehensive, the history =long, the world-

wide, the time and space,

and then we ask the question of how do we begin to move

regponse To
that's an tearmisazontl
to whole? begin to bring about the future, shassdnadequateby-bRdnssen-saf what

the Lord has sald to his people to build the earth--not try something, or be a
good gmgx guy ~-- I don't mean to b But put that on the & fact

that it is local, at the same time that it has that kind of context.y that

you and T are in.
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Space is = where it begins to bpeak in. We want to talk about space a bit

in It requires

this time together. The-parish troops to begin to move, to change thexfmms

face of a cit§, a nation. of the planed .

Now, what about this particular continental Auxiliary? We did

gome work last December to begin to scratch the surface of the issue of replication.

And 28 you Know. « « « » 2 s = s s e e the initial document we wrote back in

December . + « « o« + « 10 {change in topic.)



