T44

Ecumenical Institute, Chicago December 10,
Presidium

»

STATE OF THE MOVEMENT ALDRESS: CALLED TO WALK IN THE WAY

la The way I experience the rovemsnt nowadays 1s a sheer, ov&rwhblming complexity.
But it's a strange kind of complexily, or at least that's the way j+ comes to me,
because it's been occasioned by what I tlhought was going to be a new focus arcund
which we were going to be able to Opcrute,  Some of us thought the Local Church
Project was going to be a new kind of focvs., Then the strarie thing ig that what
you thought was going to be & focus cupi- again to spin you off aud throw you out

in a hundred different directions,

2. It's sort of like the movie "Audruueda Strain"”. I don't know how many of you
saw it but there's really vnly cne great scene in it. That's wien the scientists
discover this virus that they'd been hunting fur for nights and nights. They gather
around this little microscope, and they're sitting there awestruck because it's
pulsating, and all of a sudden the thing subdivides into six different things., The
response of the scientists is a kind of gasp and "My God!"

3. That's sort of the way I expericnce the movement nowadays , nad the loeal church
project. It surely is that kind of bulsating thing, and you look at it one minute
and there it is focused, and then all of a sudden it is several different pieces.

I guess that's actually what happens isn't it, in terms of the galaxy? Anvhow, it's
the way in which the Project itself turows you haok into recruiting, throws you back
into pedagogy. I imew we weprcen't ever goin finished with pedagogy, but I
thought we were finished with it in to:.m emphasis, and here you are thrown
back into that again. Or thrown back into set tructures. And you can go down the
line into one thing after anorher.

by, I suppose when it finally hits you iv when « complexiiy and overwhleming-
ness hits you personally smack in the fave, wil happened to we this fall when my
religious house prior came over. You've alirs
wearing their "regional hat' aug whea they ip
the regional hat always comes to me as o Yo
watching very carefully that perticulor mor
said something like, "Well, with tns kind of derands yvou're facing,it leoks to me
lilks you ought to give up the wmatro wourd oator ition," I remenber my response
wus something like, "Funny you sioutd say that before I had a chance." But thax
really threw me o1 guard, I wmought, "Finzlly he has seen chat the local church
project is the place where I can sliy intc ay niche and do myv job, and relieve Ty~

sell of some of those ciher roles that i7 seerms 1've been playing for vesps."

weoring thelir “auxilizry hat" because

2rous kind of thing., But I wasn't
g+« What happened was that first they

e

5. Then I began to engage in = convev=atien sbout how important pedagegy was in
the region and what a tool for feamulotion it had been in tines back, and how it
might well be that the time had come sgain Tor a new sort of cmphusis on pedagogy .
Well, I may be naive, but I'm not thit naive. Thon that part of the conversation
began to come up, I began to have my suspicicns, and sure enough, before the merming
cnded I was faculty coordinator for the Wew Yook region. I'm not gquite sure how
that happened, but again I'm clear that this preject simply throws you back into the
overwhelming complexity of the dewand thatic there,

t to be careful to watch when they're
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10, How is it that we're about just one thing in history? Or how is it ¢hat the local
church project is about just one thing? And so I want to talk about that a little this
morning and reflect on it, In one sense this isn't going to be anything new, I'm sure.
But that as I lock at the complexity and ask myself, "Uhat is the one thing we are
about?" it comes back over and over again that what we are about is being, or that what
we are about is being a certain kind of style.in history, being a certain kind of
presence in the world, having--but having isn't really right--it's being a way, being

a way in history, And for me the reason that the song '"Called to Walk in the Way"

is so powerful is b=cause that's what it's all about. In the midst of all that complex~
ity, it's about walking a particular kind of way, and then embodying or being that way
in history for the sake of all men. It's being the way of possibility, it's being the
way of the open future, it's being the way of the new life, it's being the way of the
crucifixion at the same time that it's resurrection, It's being the way of the
ascending path rather than the descending path,

11. I guess one of the people in my meditative council veminds me of that over and
over again is a guy by the name of Bojangles. He came into my consciousness in a
popular song, (you know how fickle our culture is--heis gone now in terms of popular
song, but he's still part of my meditative council). He traveled, all over the place,
He was really a global man in terms of his traveling. The way they put it in the song
was that he traveled all through the South. And wherever he went he ran into pecple
for whom life had become just one thing after another, whosz eyes had become focused
on the treadmill and their feet, and the humdrum routine of what life had become for
them. What Bojangles dili, everytime he arrived on that kind of seene was a dance.

Not only did he do a dance, but he clicked his heels. So they say that the story
began to spread about him, and wherever he went people would gather around him and
beg him to dance, There was a new vision, a new sense that there was a future for
people, and that happened, so they say, in his travels through all the South.

12. The way the question gets raised for me is as I look at the style of life that is
the predomir nt style of my laymen, and the kind of shift that gometimes takes place.
There's one particular man I have in mind. He's a great man, a man of passion and
care and concern. For 45 years his life has been fcocused in and grounded in himself,
not because that's where he wanted the passion to be dirvected, byt because he didn't
know &y other way to direct or focus it. Ve sat down one night to talk about his
experience, and the Ffuture of the church, and there was a strange kind of twinkle

in his eye that I hadn't seen there before. He began to talk rather excitedly and

he ended by saying, "Never before in my whole lifetime have I seen that I could do
something important, even world-shaking.' iow my first respense to that still is
unbelievable dismay. How is it that a man could be in the chiveh of Jesus Christ

for 45 years and never have heard the freeing Word that he had permission to be the
greatness that he was? How does that happen? And vetr, the other side of that is
that at this point of his life he has caught a glimpse of his greatness, a glimpse
that his life could really count for something and can count for something, a glimpse
that he can be the greatness and significance he in frct is.

13. That's what it is to be the way that we are, it geems to e, That's the one

thing we are about. Everything we do is to give people permission to create tomorrow
the new face of the planet Earth. It seems to me that if we're inviting people to
anything less than genuinely participating in the whole globe, the future of the globe,
then we're the most ridiculous of all people, And that, in the midst of the complexity,
is what we're all about.
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