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Spiritual pride that refuses its failure, that refuses its collapse, that
refuses Its weakness, that refuses its humiliation, is the greatest danger on
the journey of spirit. The word humiliation has come to me in a way this week
that |'1l never forgef. Just being the humiliated one, and hating every last
minute of it, resenting what was going on in my life, and my own incapacify.
And last night one of my colleaques asked me, "What was one of the most
significant things that happened to you this week, Ed?" Ve were talking about
the fast something like that. And immediafefy | felt ashamed. | Just felt
ashamed, as if my clothes had been taken off. And here was my own spiritual
immaturity just staring me in the face as the most significant event of that
week--or, the trying to run away from that and the struggle therein.

| would say that it's exactly at that pdint that the greatest spirit
danger is. The most dangerous moment on the life of the journey in the spirit,
the greatest of all temptations, s the refusal of one's humiliation, the re-
fusal to recognize your deep rebellion against your immaturity. [T is the temp-
tation to live out of your pride in your weakness, rather than out of the Word
that gives you permission fo have the immature life that you have. The man or
+he woman who cannot receive the humiliation that God in his great love gives,
collapses on the journey of the spirit. History belongs not to the spiritual
giants, but fo The failures in the spirit. | am offended even when I say that
myself. History belongs to the poverty-stricken one, to the humiliated one.
The spiritual giants are those who have taken the journey of humiliation and
who in the midst of that dark, dark night have seen the kingdom of God.

For it is those who have faken that journey--not without deep struggle
againsgt spirit pride--who know that the power in history is the power of
the Word, the power of the divine mercy in the midst of that humiliation to say
a yes to their life<The word of absurd acceptance. They are the supremely con-
fident ones, not in their own spiritual exercises or whatever, but only in the
Word. And they know fo the bottom of their toes that fhis is the power of his-
tory. And they know the fellowship of’ the humiliated ones. Not as the proud
ones, but as the ones who know about themselves.

I guess pride is necessary to disclose your authentic weakness, and
bring you to humiliation. But do not pretend for one minute that it is not
the greatest of all femptafions. The kingdom of God is the fellowship of the
humi | iated ones, who are supremely confideni in the one Lord who gives them
permission to be their humiliation.

Blessed are those who are the spiritually impoverished, for theirs is
the kingdom of God. The kingdoem of Cod is the way it is. And the way it is
runs the universe—-not my little invention, not my pride system. OCod, in his
graciousness, shafters to the very core your pride system and brings you fo
nothingness. That is the love of God, and The inheritors of the kingdom are

only the shattered, They are only the broken ones.
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