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- Death and wonder and radiance and glory thi.ngd that 1 have coma

uplﬁ the sea of tnmqnillity

Averhar—3
Death and wonder and radiamee and glory, thingas that I have come

upon on the Sea of Tanquillity and perhaps it would be good to be warneg.\
that, as I see it, things move very slowly on the S.a of TFanquillity,
and the boat rocks comfortably even with great waves threatening it on
every side . Maybe there is no danger in golng slowly and coamfortably oo

the Sea of Tpanquillity than theree is in the unknowness of the Land o

Mystery EiRaxthexexBh the icy waters of the River of Consciousness or the
staep rocks of the ll“anta.in of Care. If you were to see down the side

of the chart of the Trek _ Number 15, I think it is __ you will see that

I have written something like this "slowly surging knowledge in my vitals

and aching pleasantness In the eeescessscccssses0 appropriatesy sudden
illumination comess , the past transformed, grateful acknowledgement occurs
and everything is unquestionably all right v surprised by joy , my own

self tranafigured |, alive Peyond life and the dance gocs on  saved by
certainty bevond which sisz nothing, stillness ia storm and all ready for

sy consumuation.. Now that's not really a poen &% a series of . biggsesee?
imt I wrote a poem once when I was fifteen ecesslini Ode to the Sun and it
was not a poem 80 but 1 nearlyMlost my eyedght 80 1 say during this trek
during this trek I cawme upon death in life vile 8pirits ..eeein your charts,,
and 1 can never forget the day I ssma cannot forget the moment when it
became clear in a flash, something like this ] :njit:o:%mfkmw ::,:d'w
hen, but now this is what I kuow I thought &’M&mﬁeﬁtﬂoﬂtbrqdy&l&aj&

it happened as a result of the strangest thing . Wr— | it ok o thagR
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and in trving fe decide whelber to becess e clergryasn the struggle was so
desp and snplessant thet I decided thet ihe only way o getl out of 11 was
to dle 2 naturel desth which i 2 ttle B e diffienlt 4o arrangs 8L ss
veur can ismglioel Tt I found & way and decided thet I bad 5 slow soving
but uitisstely fateful deesse o [ went o & phvslcien « Thiz le s 1idtle

I 2aid %o Buw YL have p slrange sensation in my

crude, but this ls

bovels , an unessy yolling down inslde "n Bo he teok glotures of sy

inside and he listensd to wy story and he dld his ezspmination and then be
. 'y P P . _ TR . o uE . ) " 2, 5 %«gi‘i % 2 T . o ol 3
sald égﬁ know what is wreng with you _ nothing. ¥ thing ie wrong with
VOU ssesssssscssessesss Nuither physicnl, noy wental nor eswilensi, Vhat

i wreng with vouse. L% L8 the giclens wnde death, And I can not describe

the joy o, pot 2% e point the lesping Woad, Bt the jov io ovw s 4 sease

ig the way ife fg. 1%L is the interior awe ; fesling like some king of iroubled

piiemiation « 4 Joeyful pein, 2 ssothlng byt et 88l ll ow
agaln and ageln . YO busw when LU cesse. 19 cones vhen I se thiskisg
souething through and my thoughts turn suthenitic I get 1% down insidegh.

b4

Yew hooy the way § Boow when | sm finding being »  Hsll I Bave el siue

experience that ceme to me when % i college I decided I was gelng to dle

% !
Yo see what hes happened fluelly e That I say vwhet Lo going on ls God and
I knew that then . I would not say that hat nees is £ %ﬁ% K } %@%%é gnderstang 7
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L A8 sescssssssss? There is ne

: e s ovar
) s , . s It walks with the woe my
no other, And so this rapture was the woe ° it th the woe sX my
theouah Wit is
all the years of saying 24

the 2.4 of Trangul 1iidy. Thet

going on ie this oy that

nt Iife

sy the other when I hunew that vhat was selng on was God, dowd 22l 1l this

whoaan

ng that «hat s

rapture walks with woe becsuse | a8 slvave ga going on

isgibhis er that or the other and I haow that wiat 1z soling on ls fod.



sl

&

e
et
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Bo you see my calw i3 complete for it is contentment gy for it is contentment

that depends on nothing which is & way

sfter all of saying that sll thet la Lg good and ne probles can ever
hinder me as long as that is true, and that is true as long as I say that
ip tvue » This dlzespe Ly the way ife Le « That I csme spon while
trelkiing on the S8 of Trangul 1llty «  Another Hhing I came upen 2 is
wonder , I ithisk we called this spontasneous %?%%i%%é& and 17 what the
other had to do with #f the death had to do with myself primarily wonder
)
polnts te all kistory and past . Wender bas to do with looking back st
evervihing that hes over happened and deciding what 0% 8il sesnsy , and §

an never forgst the day o scercely sven he hour when somelow 1% came fo

o

ot \ ;
me as I look beack scross all history and thought sbhoutl ogeryibing that had

ever happened te me or ever happened to anyboedy elsez , it came to we there

ieg only ene reality . 1 do not honow vhether het L8 shocking o vou or not.

Thoere Ls only 998 P28101Y ssesssesssvesnsssscessssene’ 00 88% in moral dusiiss

Be tralhed to pee the seod and the baed 7 it sessed o me 1he moat
shoalk

ontelbgically delightful

ene reallty. Snd how'l first sav that ¥ was in seeing the utter

unchangeabd 144y of the past . That sesws 80 s aple. How could anybody uwiss

£t 7 Hlw cpald anvbedy net boov thet the pest e the past s nan never be

touched agaln and potl ope Blt of cun ever be changed 7 Well, I kept trying
2o change 1t 22d holding on L2 and havbouring thess thinge that happen Lo the

past thet I had set libed whle telllisg syeslf thet L7 only they hed net
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not
il he had deliberstely, because 1

L€ only that day ve wers plaving feot

from the other side of the track, when I rushed in to block a pess drew

with a2il bBis strewth and Bt we full in the foce with $he football

he diiferance in ouy pocial

for ne veason st 2l]l exvept ! esonstratey to me

e

g4 sot happen 1 womid be bappy o Then ons

25

positians , 07 enly €hat
High Schoel y
dov in I think it was [ was reading s histery bosh and I heard for

the first tiee aboul the llechk Hile wi Calentis ;g?%%%%%@? that  and I
could not believe it . Somehow I had been sheltered frem such.

for a wousk a ,
iife , or st least I guess I had, I could not think of anvything eclse

eaiitieon in

; L . o i
eppent the Black Hele of Caleviis, sbeut vihere posple were dviven

condi tions that you could not imagine and
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i weni avound seving oo, 4% cannot Be g%?%ﬁ%f&%g@ £t will not be, and &

whil not have this in wy wiiverse Y and 1% me for 1% seewed ke a

long tiwme. Fisslly I flouered out & way o desl %ﬁ%% £¢ « 1 decided 4o be

srapnthetic for these whe had bosn Lo that poesition , Byt 1% was ot sympathy

I found out after all in that double universe that I was in again, it was not
syepathy, 1% wes rebellifon sgalnet God, 1% was seying Ythat s bad, and should
sever have baopened snd cannst Be in the wnd verse, " fnd thes sowmehow, 1 do not

iz bistorical affivsstion cope and the past was trensforeed

omw ezsotly bovw,

Bt L7 vow vt e uw vine the %&%ﬁ%é HEB
I wili %all vou
that wy vorall cessnssstDiogy reslly wes §%§$ %%ﬁ%ﬁ anciber stoery. U
funday

were playing baseball one swmy afterncon in %%% %&%% vhere I lived and il

iu te just emaetly whal 14 wns.

of a suiden the five whisile blew and the mest $hings thet happensd was the

shiuel thet alweys Loppens to the orowd vendt e Tures 7 they sald dhet is probably

, nouse
brasa bedGa s
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Fata s
Pive va Tix wssd 2 P
k%ﬁg,i on but the 2T UL seensei; & it g&%’%
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and golng and golng until finally the game gég stopped anmd evervbody took

eff to see what vas heppening . Well, we §%§2§¥%§ the carsz 28 Zast as ve
wntll
could and we went several uiles cutside of tewn §§§ we get to the houss

where %§%,ﬁﬁg%¥$§§§§63%?5%%*%}&%1¢3M/%ﬁ lived. Nbw the Busby's werse in

thae normal tersinelogy of town fresh, They had never been any good. They

were & trouble to evervbody, especially the twe elder brothers. %%ﬁg drank
a lotjand so we daghed in the gate and ga&t‘%ﬁi house, back a%&%a§%§§%§§%£%
and hers maz 5 great YWg crowd sf all standing geszing speschless at & spot

iidttie rovw
about twenty feet from shore where the 2, boat was aitting, and in 2 nioute

oy twe we were shls to esteblish that in thelr %Sgﬁ%ﬁ% gtates they had almpst
and

made for the shore and one bad fallen oul fu the siher had atiespled Lo rescus

# him and they both hadesssssssss? to the bottom of the lake. NObody there

Beveral of us

seomed to be able to move to tyy and get them oul.smg
were bov scouts and it was not that we wanted the job but we knew that if

ve d4id not do what had te be done we vould never be rpesognized spain | so in

we want. . Oh, that was someezpevisnce . I remevber going down again and again

and gpain jJust about that far undey the surface . Hébody could =

¥ see,
nobody eould tell that I was afrald to go down and find the bodles of the

twe men , but finally we managed %o drag them cut and we worked on them for am
Ak on o - ?
& lomg time and I falt the vold elsmy bedles all L e.cscseve? mdarnaath oy
sort of
hands snd clesned ¥he wuous out of his noss snd Finelly covered his .sevseus?
FASY
and take it away. And the interesting thing,t hough, about it all is that
of ecourse
the town people denidead %2 the resson thev drowned was that thev sere not any

good.  The veason thely lives were taken was that thev belonged to the bad

universe and that for a long time was for me but I tell you now wisy

that the vesson Red Busby and his brother 4 gz died was to save wy life

and they represent for ever the opportunity that I take to celebrate their
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doath as the salvationm of wy 1ifs. Pevheps v vour walks are woe

and the new movality iz 'I live on behalf of men'., It is a fact their lives
were worthless : it is a fact they never knew what it meant to be human in the

way we talk about it . It is a fact that they were wasted/ It is a fact that

their §%§%§i~s§§5a3%33§ but it was for me and they will for ever be my impetus
e it that which

% is not to say in any way w

to see 8 no such death ever coceurs again

ionger twe wniverses. And so vhatever does

whatespver that there 2 s sy

happen in the future which eventually will come to pass I am clear that the way
approved

f

1ife is is always right and therefore I am rveleased, and all the past is

g sake of the future that is, and I live in grateful ackmowledgement

for the ful
of the unique succession of events which,wi thout exeluding a single one of

ent and if anvene of them were excluded I would

them has brought me to thisz me

not be here this moment therefore all the past is what it is . It is

#s approved and I am on the Seas of Tranquillity in a state of wonder.
Something else I think upon while ... ...? and in its greatness this will......?
esewnss st .00y chart, It came to mwe one day something like this one life is

it. Again it seems amybody could %@%é%?%t&ﬁé that. Thie one life is it, there is

not amy other. Why the grestness of a 1ife that is it .

HOw could I have missed it for I was murprised by the joy that

sowe Liss in always
raalized
pot then snd nst vet, but new., 4nd 1 ks

now and in
that

one day Yesley's Aldersgate is happening in wmy life over and over and over

nt gnd sald that has

%g%é%; BOsossreennnsnsae ¥ %ﬁé ’t%:%% ?%%i}l% whe &%@ %%}%% s
to be it , then we did net undevstand that eveyy woment Iz the moment that is

moment in vhish 1ife con e lived. And ever sinee

given and therefore the only

that 1ife lg zluavs now

that happening , ever sinece it dawned on me that-1if

and that it ils alwavs to be lived now I have I have experienced my own
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transfiguration. It is real. Why, I do not even lock like I did before
that thought came to me , nepr doss anybody else who has ever seen this.
E&iﬁggjgizigg to warm up inside and 11fs begins to shine. I mean
ocbservedly that begins to happen. Ohl I am so disappointed that wy only,

r

I think, HIgh School re-union came at the same time as this Summe
Assembly. Oh, I wanted to go. I really did. I get a warm pipple inside
just thinking about it, not whatyo u think probably, because I wanted to hear
them sa¥, and this is weak probably, But I wanted toc hear them say,
“That's 01 speedy Hoore?'" "You remesber that chubby guywho always gooked so bad
bad and wes suvoh a Floo at everyihing else that he made good grades
But more cleverly thev would say vou mean that kid that ki 4 vho was

eclever ones and the more synpathetic ones,
always angry, who had sharp wordsfor everyone/ Bh I's love to go

nothing but

sround and talk %o sach one of them, not for wy sake,..... 1 moan to
see the wonder of them observing 2 miracle befor thelr eyes. And you
know as I remember when that really hapened somebody sald in a lecture

and I sannot vemember who, I was sitting there and he said,"THE HEANING

OF YOUR LIFE, I8 YOUR LIFE [..isessss.The meaning of vyour 1ife is vour

1ife", . and then it was clear, #8 well ves, the meainging of your wi/
i your lifeas ot was and iz and ever shsll be. So I am living my life
you you see how indicative this Is don' t youf I jsut showed wp ome day

and recogniszed myseif as living my 1ife and now I find I'm out of

breath from elikking wmy heale all the time. and rapture walks with woe
again, because wost of the time I cbserve, Wéfify¢ I spend new ways of
satigg #8 to living the moment I'm here . And rapture walks with woe
becausel see that other people spend most of their time Ffiguring out

how to say HO to the greatness of living this moment.
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I know new thet I an vecieved, that I was bors For this and not for
that, that I was born to win snd not ¢o lose, I don't know how I could

have missed it so long. And there iz ome other thing I cams upon,

out of the sea of Trangullity, gloyy, Glory, Flznal blesssdness, it's

ealled, It:s ;the state of havingrealised ¥i4f one day I did, that
as

I hafisalready arrived. I have been saved by certaint® and I am living

in the ultimated assurange that 1life iz meaningful , that I came

on the Sea of Tranguility, =ad one of the things that's so

delightful about it is that it ensbled me to thank God for the

Rev. James Puckett. A young Southersn Baptist clergyman, I had Etthought at

thet time the misfourtune tc be In schosl with whe followed me around,
you know how those Baptists do sometimes, with his Bible in his handd
trying to save sy soulonly once, that's all he wanted, just once

s Puckett wvas

because be sald, "Onee saved , alwaye saved. Usll, J

right.Onee it cecurrs that the finall blessedness is already here

it eould no wore be taben zwey than 1 den't know what., T eis ths

everlasting Bsatittudebeyond which is mothing. No longer the business
you know of some day when all these distresses in life are pver tlem

that will be themoment of Bsattitude ... Ho no no.The distresszes ave

mecessary 1 came to see, and In the afirming them the glowy, what 1f

mean is I have located the ceater boundary. The limit which hives

all possibility, the stillness in the center of the storm, and I think

mainly it is sz €osephMatthews was sayving a little different way

the other day, I think that it was chiefly this oi¥d#4dd]I¥/ phenemon..logically
"1t is the heafenly feast of having sald, Goodbve". YOu'wve Had that

experience, I vemember the firet time I ever went anywhere on a train.

It was a trip that the community had made possible some way and so
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liztls
this particular train didn't stop In ocur/town, we had to goto another one

and so a whole bunch of people went over and my Mother was there and my

Sunday School teacher was there and/I/Wéd/ alot of the town foll, you

know how it is trying to get vou off on something, alot of hustle and

bustle and silly things sald, I never will forget how peaceful it was/Widd
to sit down in the seat and have the train move off as I sald, Goodby

Well, you know after about 18 years, one day I said to Patriela, my wife,

Good-by.  And before that I had said it to my mother, Good-by. And then

one day, I see now, I sald to all my professors, Good-by. And even to .
seesssescensencmy children. .......I do not depend on &ny of these
either your approval or anythéng else necessarv.......now I am happy
all the days, and ineredible to me as it must be to vou, I say with

objectivity, I sm ready at any time for mv connsumstien. As s mastter

of faet, 1'M sort of afraidnot to die right now .Wouldn't this be a

fantastic time, don't worry I don"t have any premenitions, wouldn't &t be
great, wouldn't it be glorieus, toc have it recorded forever of old

Charles moore that he died just as he said to all the good people how he'd

said goodby to all the gods of théd world . Oh that would be glerdous

So I'm afraid to keep on living, afraid that in #idd/ one of those moume

when I screan where are apl my props, that I will die. WEll, I remember,

I never will forget the faet the first time I ever rode on a jet airplain
iy it should have happened this way I never will know I guess

it was a big one ' and my reasoning was thatif the thing fell out of the air
that probsbly the tail would break off first. And so that would be the
safest place te be. So I got the back seat right by the lavatory, and

we were trying to get into Kemmedy alrport in Hew York, and it fust have

been a2 pretty good storm, it eclosed the airport for five hours, and we were
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the last plane down. It was a summer thunder storm, and we were up there and

you couldn’'t see anything out the twindow except it looked like solid water.

Lightening was all arouflid, fercecious thunder but the maism thing was the wind.

And vemewber I had chosen the tall. It was one of those 707's and it was

like this/d#/ and I was tervified. And the tervor was, I see now, not over
gettingdy hurt when vou hit the ground, that is not the thing, tho I think anvone

iz not normal who deoesn’t fear the pain of ilnjuey or dsath, but the 'pain

was I kept saying to myself, "I knew ther must be mesning in 1ife but I don't

have it elear, I don't see it and my Cod I'm goin' to dis right now before

I ever have it figured out. But now, now I want to savthat if I get in that

kind of situation asgain, I will still fear, the impact of hitting the grownd
I will still find it wnpleasent,to think of myself strewn acorss the country
side,I will stil 1 have emotional pangs ofer other pecple bédg// being sad at
my departure, but I have no preblems about dving, velative to having been to
the center. I will never be more ready #ifdf¥= to die than I am/ddd/
this moment because Thave been to thecenter and there is no place to ge

affvar that. Raptuve wallls with ¥¢#/ woe. because the indlestive is that

my lifeis for the sake of &sading others to the center, and I don' know weather
I nesd to be Tway or not, byt wost of thes

don't want to go. But since I have

been to the centervou mee I have not desire to life Sidddddiddd /¢ less

one second move mor
thanthe wystery ordains, therfore, I and the Hysterv ave ONE. The sea is
tranquil nowand will be forever. HNow I want to end this by telling vou a
gearet thaet I've never told before, that my Valter ¥iddy i3 to be the
dirvector of the worlds greatestchier.... nowl know nothing of muste, I can't
sing, ¥i#f/ ¥ I don't know how to move my arms but,I supose &Ff I could do the
one thing I wost veally would like te do it would be te be zble to

manipulate the voinces. I think directors do the directing only for themselfes

g0 could we end this by szinging at the center.



