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GOD AND TIME*

~he ‘teert of the Christian message is Gocd's revelation of

himself, in time, in the nerson of Jcsus C%rist, his S>n. Gad's
salvation is revealed in the stream of huma2n history. The
manger at B thlehem, the Virgin Mary, the disciples, the cross
on Cilvary, the em ty tomb in the garden, were alti "in time,
and were transfigured by the etcrnal »resence of Gnd In Christ.
Christian faith is rcoted in th bkelief that G-¢ has actec in
Christ in human history. It was a2 unique action. Nothing

lire it, or live the series of remarzable cvents connected with
it, has ever occurrad¢ before or since. God chose the time Ic
time and eternity to meet, and time can never be the same 2again.

The liturgy of the Christian church recognizes this fact
and secks to relate all time to the redemostive rurposes of
God. The major evants of the 1ife of our Loxrd ,ass in revicw
perennially in the first half of the church year, keeping the
Christizn community in perpetual remembrance of "210 that our
Lordé hath done for our szkes." The sccond half of the church
year relaten the rrofound im; lications »f our Lord's incarnztion
Llife, éeath 2ndé resurrcction to the lifs in the time of the .
Christizn and of the Che Christian community.

In addition, s;ecial iliturgicai sevvices mark the suc-
cessive stages of the 1ife of the Christian in time b=2ptism,
confirm=ation, ayriage, siclness, death. In them the church seen
th~ blessing of G»d at moments of decision which are important
not on'y to the indivicdual Christian, hut 21lso the entire
community--the church. Such criscs have meaning not only in
time, bhut also in ~trrnity. 1In =211 tof these ways, th church
rlaces uron bhoth the orcdirary snd the extraorcdinary occasions
of life the seal of God. “hile it is true that Gnd does not
disc=2in the usze of time as » means of revealing himself. There
are occasions on vhich certain as.accts of his [ resence are more
perce; tihir th3n ordinarily.

The {our weebs of ndvent rec»sll the er-ectation of the
coming c©f the Mrss2ih on the vart of th~ ancient Hebreows on
th2 on~ hand, and th- sccond coming of ths Savior 3t the end
of time on the other. 7The voices of the wrothets and of John
the B=otist unite the Christian with an exo»ectant creation
whose 5God is hoth its heginning and its encd. Christmas and
Epriphany call the “aithful to ronder¢ the myster of the Incar-
nation. The word is made flesh and dwells 2aong us and, for the
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moment, heazven and earth are one and both ring with joy. On Good
Friday, it is not J sus of Nazareth only who dies on the

cross. It is Goc¢ himself who, in the sacrifice of his 5on,
reconciles » creation gone astrav through th- sin of the first
Adam. On F=ster, the victorious 1if~ of Christ magses beyond

th= bounds of ¢=-th and hetosns =n ~ndless Lif e with God for all
whose lives 2re unticd to him by faith in his Son. On

Ascension LAy, the Son re~encters the glory of the Gochead,

On » ntecost, the crscont of the S irit in tongues of fire

and¢ ins;piration mar's the eru, tion of the eternal in the

werld of time. '

These recurring events alsc stimulate corresponding
syiritual ey eriences in the hearts of Christian pecopla. Th
joy of the Christian scason is 3 reflection of the bhirth
of. the S2vior. In Ho'y "=e¥, it is his Jde=2th which casts
2all over Christendom. Yhen, at ¥-ster, ths church sings its
"alileluias” 2nc¢ ~vidences its o; timism and daring faith amid
the distress of thw world, it is hecause Christ is risen
anc¢ ha2s triumyhed over death. And at Pentecost, the fesling
of Christian solidarity 2nd of witnessing for Christ is duc
to h»arts touched =2new by the Holy Sririt.

N
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But the church's yezr is more than siwm ly 2n a2nnu>l
cycle of recurring festivals and fasts. Every day can he »n
Acvent in which Christ comes anew to our hesrts, an E i h=any
in vhich he is manifrsted afresh. 2 L nt in which he suffers for
our sins; 2n F=ostsr in which he rises again, a P~ntecost in which
his Sririt is woursd out once more. “hat han ened to God in
tim~ Aalso hawoens to his weorle in time. The exseriences of
Christ, while unicuc and tot»lly other becauss he is God, ara
Also unicue and totally ours hecause he was =21lso man. His
birth in our h=arts =t Christmas will na-c ossible our growth i
into = measur~ of his stature. His cross wil’ transfigure
human suffereing not only during Lent and Holy %Weel, but every
62y. His Fester triumrh ovrrcomes the injustices of daily 1life
anc¢ the frar of cdeath. 2and oth-rwise mecdiocre lives wili bhe
lifted up by th hreath of the S irit, as at T ntecost. In
Christ, time is transfigurecd, 2nd it becomcs ~ossible for us
to i e each moment to the greater glory of God.

Ancisnt religions generally rclated their worshi, and
its calendar to natural cvents, the cycles of the sun or the
moon, th~ positions of the ylan~ts, the ‘rocession of secasons
ceriodic times of th~ calving of cattle, of flood and droujht,

§
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of secedtim~ ~ndéd harvest, The regular recurring rlaythem

cf th-sec n2tural rvents was thought to bhe svicencc of the s
5. ccial Hrescnce of 52d.  In the Gracco-Roiman worlo, for
instancc, the days of ths wae’ were al’ nama¢ 2fter heavenly
rodies Sun, Moon, Mehrs, Morcury, Juniter, V-nus, Saturn.,

07 thess, threz--Sunday, Mondry anc Saturday-~rcmain in

Tnaglish us».

Th- sncient H- hrows foilowed 2 schrme in which their

fegtivals wore lunar or scasonal. The new moon 1is hracket=C
in im ortance with the sabbath =nd apprars in some instances
to hzv~s heen an ~vrn greater festival., The 723ssover was

originally » moon Irstival in th= s-ring. Ics Gate was
Grterminad, =s is the ¢ata of Faster--its Christian sucessor—--
hy the verna® ecguinoy and the fuil® aoon.

n et~y th: Bahyilonian ca~tivity, however, the religious
1eadrrs o7 the J-ws hegan to distlay 2 now awarencess of the
hané of 5n¢ in human history. The ancicnt H hrew calendar
was reinterpreted =nd its festivals warce associated with
the Jreat historic=2l <vents of vast ages. The Passover than
heeams significant as the anniversary of the deliverance
of th: Hrehrews from th- hondage of Egypt. It became 2 com-
memoration of an historical event, and had contemporary
meaning for all =rcsently in honcage sither ©o tohcrs, or to
sin. The 7 ast of the Yieels (2 ntecost), oncz a s,.ring
festival marv¥ing the ~nd of the barley harvest, bhecame the
anniversary of the delivery of the Law to Moses on Sin=2i, =nc
a perpetual veminder of the importance of God's will Aand of
human obhedience to it. Sincs the cvents which were commenoratad
weve mart of the continuous stream of history, they had meaning
not only fcr their gencration, hut also for =11 who wnet hefore

L mvery devout Hechrecw was, therefors,
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and who followrd -

a wartici=nt.

The wrimitive Chxistian church acdoctecd the later Jewish
i¢era of the oeriodic commemoration of historical events in th-
same sense, as we' =5 the J-wish festivals of the Passover
and Pontecost and th S-hhath. The ceath of Jesus At the
time of the Passover was guic»ly interpretsd as the sacrifice of
the T=schal Lambh for the deliverance of 211 mcn from the bondago
of sin. Ttossibly, our Lord chose the time and place of his
passion with this in mind, and the Goscel of JY%n, in particular,
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¢raws tha parallel. The outrouring of the Ho iy Ghost on

the d»y of T ntecost, vhen the discivles were "atl with

on: 2ccord  in onc ~lace"” was undorstood ss the cay of the
councing of the Chriscian church, surcrezding the Jewish

Church foundcd hy the celivery of the Law on Sinai. The

H-*rav idea of ona 6av in scven reserved as a day of rest and
for the worshics ¢of 56 was continucd in the Christian conwmunity
thoush th: ¢ay hoco=ae the first édav of the w - because of the
resurrection, vathor than the scventh éd2y. In this w3y, tho
chic £ Jrowish festiva'e hecame the hasis of th- Christian veasr,
Y-t ths Hobrow festivals wore in no sensc carri~¢ over, but
servec on'ly azs the , Of which the Christian observancs
was beolicved to b= fulfillment.

For the Chris*isn church, moreover, its festivals ar:
mor= than sinrly commcmorations of past evonts. They were
and ar: present snd living rsalities. Easter is the resurrectic
of J-sus Christ from the éc2d with all of its implications,
just =s ftruly as it is 2 commemoration of the dawn in the
gacden wvhon M»ry M=gdalene founé the = oty Lo:b, and just
as truly as it is the foveshadowing kf ﬁh? final hope both
of the Christisan =nd of the Christian communityo Easter is
a rvevelation in tine of which the Christi=n reonle are the
actu>l witnrsses,

In this way, the Christizn church taes the time which Gogd
has created and oifor~s it to God through Christ who has
redecncd it. Th~ d2iiy and annual cycles of feast and fast
constitut~ ths we ans »y vhich the church, ins_ired through
the ages by the Hoiy S-ivit, does this. It is the church's
wvay of'"recdecning the time."

HO™ THE CHURCH YEAR CAME T0 BE

AL its krginning, the church had no y2ar, Jjust 2s it
2d no hishols, no cz2non 12w, no New Teoscament 25 such, and
© crazds. Until the fourth century the church was nroscribhad
n th~ Roman Empir- . 7hils it enjoycd varying degree
£ frecdon from time to time and from vlace to place, it
lways occupicd officially the status of an undgerground m
movement. Its memnhars met in sccoret. Outside of face-to
facs rncounters, Christian communic=tions w-r- often in
symho's., Written letters were ofton 3 ocaly~tic like the

0
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Boo» of R-velation. Trospective members werc examined
careful'y hy 2 ©wro onged saries ol scrutinines. The
church could tal"e no chancn of acdmitting a fifth columnist.
Tt idid not dar~ =recct its own huildings. 711 of its
activities had to » not only unohtrusive, hut clandcstine.
The who's »nolitic»! atmosphers was inhos-it2hle to the
Gev~olp,ment o7 a church y=zar.

Y t the eginnings of the church ye=r--the distinct manner
in which ths chu-ch measurss time-—-1lie hac’ of the year 313
when, hy the Bdict of Toleration, the Emperor Constantine
accorded Christianity legal status into the Roman empire.
The resurreaction of our Lord on Easter day, the event in
which cverything ~ilsc in the church is rooted, is the
source of the church yezr. It was the first, =nd has
always heen the graatest, 28 all festivals =2nd events in
the life of the church. Not only was its snnual recurrence
mar-~¢ with hivh thensgiving, hut, because our Lord rose
from the cdead on the first day of the weel, =very Sunday
became = celchration of the resurrection ané the day of all days
when Christians met together. 1In the earliest times there
‘seems to have boen no scraration of the passion from the
resurroction, =né¢ the single celebration of the Tascha
at E=ster commemoratec both.

S-cond only to Faster, hoth in date of origin and in
early imr-ortance,was P-ntecost, It, too, had fz2llen on a
Suncay, seven weels after the rosurrection. It was while
the dici les were gathered togeth:r on th firvst day of the
weel in J-rusalen that the Ho'y Ghost was outroured uzon them
and the Christian church camz into being. 2 few years later,
St. »=ul summonsd the T-hesian elders to come to meet him
at Miletus hecauss “he hasted...to be at Jorusalem the day
of Prntecost.'

The 2eriod hound=c by these two festivals, E=ster and
rentrcost, wers the first liturgical season of the church. It
was ths Ouincu=gesim> of Great Fifty Days and the only season
which th~ church *n~w during the Ffirst thres centuries of its
eyistence. Ac the Heohrews had observed the seven weelis between
Passover and "rntecost as the Oner Days, so the carly church
maint>ined throughout the entire fifty ¢ays the note of joy and
trium h of vhich Faster was the symbol par excellence. E~ch
of the Sundays w2s 2 major festival. There was no fasting
during thes~ wee's, =2nd "neeling was forbidden at 2ll services.

g
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fzszival, wnich n2y go hack as
century, was the Zocchany on
tly » festival which commenorated
the Incarnation--hot i:)h 2nd the ha-tism of Chrrist.
Lie Pzscha \§2~t SLPnT tool its cate
from = nve-Chrlicis tas;;v%i, zh;; time of ~2gan origin.
An 3nc.ent g«st1Vﬁ1 in Foyst, Lrahi=, and marits of Prlestine
celebrat~d on Janu=2ry ¢ the hirth of Jeson Thiis LThe church
rezlaced with the cormmenoration of the manifssiestion

of God in Jessus' bhirth =nd beaotism, cince the | recise date
of both eveats wvas nol ~nown.
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Thne tair
£far as the end of
January €, It wagz

M.a

Thz next i1ters con the

hos - wvho had suffered
Ly natureal that the dstes of th

s2ries of local mariyrs. Theso were meriad by the chuvches of
which they h=d b@en amTeRs.  A'mOosc every congragation in the
r n i g 3t £

more  tnaAn one
beleng fo  lrss nromi
Some viere, with
of m2riyrs, croois :
ovm church=: LTrer, Leove Ansstasis whe Aied on
had their ; : 1

LR dels \121 martyLs,
znd¢ the increasing nunhors
fergoutoon aven in th‘lr

1n adoxliog €0 “oe yvesriy ohiervences, .hz asrcly church 2lso
had a wer? - cyele, Fyery Sunfay was oo Loard's Ty and was

3 caelehration o the vyeravrestion, Thas- isg why, =o this day,
Sundays sre nover (28l days, no% coven during Lont. Every

Friday was a fzst day in renembolsnce of the crucifixion, 2nd
there are traces of an carly Viedneoday fast in memory of our
Lord's hetrays .
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The c¢alendar o the crimitive church erhibits considersble
H-brew influcnce, though the Christian ohscrvances re-
tainecd none of ths J-wish mecaning. This is not surprising
since the disciiles were Jews., The datcs of Raster and Good  «
Friday--the Paschsw-were determined by the date of the J wish
Passover. Josus went ur to J rusalem to et the Passover with
his discijyles and i% was while he was thore that he was arrcsted
and crucificd. His hody was hestily removed from the cross
at sundown on Good 7 id=sy so that it might not hang there on
the Gvrat, or Paschal, Sabbhath which began =2t six o'cloch
in the rvening. His resurrcction occurred on the first day of
the wee “"when th- sahbath was »nast." The date of Pentecost
was scven wees Later at the time of the Jewish f-ast of the
Woaks which was, in our Lord's time,» srring harvest festival.

For the2 rarly Christi-ns, too, as for ths Jaws, the day began
at cvemomg/ The ¢=ys in the creation story had heen counted
"~vening and morning." The sabbhath was to bz c:lebrated froim

"even unto even.” This rractice gsersistscd in the church fox
seven centu-ics and continuss in the Roman Cathotiic church in
the vigils which rrecede the maior f£-stivals. An early service
of this sort is descrihed in Acts 20:7-12, wvhere the "first day"
begins a3t sundown =nd St. Psul preches until midnight and the
secrman is followed hy the braal ing of bread. The service
ended =t dayhres' .,

The seven~day wes’” is another J-wish contribution. In the
ancient world weo’ ds werzs of varving lengths. The Greeks
divided thzir months into three ten-day eriods. The Rom2n
weel had cight days. The seven-~day woe', which the Christizn
Church carried =211 over the world, was of West Asian origin
and was little *nown in Jesus' &,2v oxcevt among the Jows and
Jrwish colonies. ™ithin this wee’, Tucsdav »né Thursday were
Tept hy pious Jo2ws as fast days, Saturdsy was “e;t as the holy
day. The Christi=ns fasted on Veclnesdays and 7-idays and " et
Suncay as the holy day. 7The use of diff~rent days and the
special significanes attachad to them emrhasized for Jewish
converts the complzte change that wes necessary in embracing
the n-w £aith. PFor a tipe, a Judaizing ~arty (Ebionitcs)
within the church tried to m=intain th~ S€abhh=th side by side
with Sunday, bhut thr c¢ffort failed.

At the beginning of the fourth century, the church year
included the Pasch=, commcmorative of both the passion 2and

€
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resurrection, Prnt cost, commenorative of the descent of

the Holy S irit, 7 i hﬁny, commemorztive of the manifestation
of Christ in his hirth and ha-tism, the days of local martyrs,
Sundays as commromorations of the resurrecticn, €fasting on
Fiidays ancd r~rhars Y-dnesdays, the soven-day waeel with the
days beginninj =t sundown.

The Tdict of Tol~ration in 313, however, resulted in T EO-
found changes in ths nature and character of +he church. Now
for the first time, it was 2hle to orcrate orenly =2nd withou
fear of persecution. It could build churches =nd basilicas,
relax the rigorous evamination and scrutiny of catechumens,
hold mublic services =and processions, 2nd a2tton, t to recover
its historic :lacss., Tt was this last effort, very i rominent
in the fourth centry, that was rnost imgortant in stimulating
the further ceveln-mant of the church yeé=r. Pilgrimages to holy
rlaces--thesite of the crucifivion, of tha sz.ulchre,
of the l=2st su~per, of the ascension, of the nativity--
and the erection of hasilicss on many of these historic s;ots
gave rise to s ccizl services in stecial wlaces on soccial days.

he varicus processions ané services h~1l@ in J-rusalem in the
fourth century are described in detail by @ Christisn woman
from G2llicia who had made a ~ilgrimage there. It was only
natural that she and other Christizns should return home =and
encourade the adarn ﬁaign =2nd imitation of th-sz ceremnnics.
This was esnecially true in Rome. Here the hlsho; anil and
his clercy were woon roceaeding to the Church of St. Mary
Major at micdnight on Christmas Fve to say mass bheside a re-
production of the creche in Bothl-hem. In addition to these
replicas, Rom~ had, 2s did other Christis=n centers, its own
holy l2ces with their own apostolic traditicns, re=2l or
legandary.

Relics a'seo [ l=2yed 2 22rt in the develowasnt of the
church yr2r., Churchrs and shrincs in }EACﬂs Ay removed
froin the Holy L-nd attain~¢ an incrcas- f, 1f second hand.
imiortance hy the translation of rcllcg to their altars. He'icn
mother of th- "moeror Constantine, helicved that she had found
the true cross., She hrought part of it to Rome and convertsd
her S-ssorian Palace into the Church of the Holy Cross in
Jerusalem. It heceame 2t once the site of th:e Good Friday
devotions of the Roman Catholic church. oOther relics yave
srecial significance to other chu ches, and diffecrent sorvices
and calendars éevelored.  Some of these hecama g=ncral and
found their way into the chu ch year. In this osrocess, th-
rractice of th: church of Rome, for the same reasons that gave
it precominance in the Wrst in other arcsas of church life, became
in the course of tiae the accented ocractice of Wostern Christianity.



Page ¢

A further develorment in the fourth century was the Giviffion
of cach of the throe groat anciont £estivals. B-fore the contury
was over th Pasch= had heen divided into Fastcr and Good Friday;
Epiyhany had 7Jiven bhirth to Christmas, and Pentecost te
Rscension D=v. The cevelopment of Good fridsy tool ; lace in
J-rusalem ancd was ¢ir~ctly connectad with the Holy Veeh caremonics
which reprateé the drama of the Passion at the historic nlaces.

The E=irhanv, 2lways 2n important festiv=1l in ths FEastern
church, wess ohsarved in G2ul and in Soain in the fourth century,
but apparently n-v-r 2t Rome as a3 festival of the hirth and bavstisn

of our Lové. Inst-2d, at some time before 33€¢, Drcember 25 vas
cstablishecd 2s the fcstival of Josus' rkirth. The ¢ate was chosen
to sublimat~ the grest ~agan Roman festival of the Unconquexred

Sun (Nataziis Solis invicti) which too' :'laces 2t the winter solsticc.
Sincz ths cay, the month, even the year of the bhirth of Cérist
were not 'now, wh=at more avorowriate than to repnlace the
Unconquered Sun with the hirth of Josus, Sun of Righteousness, at
the time when the d=ys hegan to lengthen again® Eventu=2l'ly hoth
December 25 and J=2nusyy € ware Tent by both the Eastern and
Western churchas~-the former, 3s the hirth of our Lord; the latter
as the bha;tism of Christ in the Fast, =nd =s the festival of the
Magi (Thrze Yings) in the Vest.

-

Lscension DAy wa2s not scparated from Pentecost until late
in the fourth century in Asgis Minor. Strangely, since it was
the type of occasion that wou'!d hava becn ideai for liturgical
re~enactment, Ztheria is sileont azbout =ny Ascension Day celebra-
tion which was se~arated from Pentecost. She mentions a scrvice
forty days after Easter, hut it was in B~thi~hem and was in com-
memoration of the H-ly Innoccnts. The end of the century,
however, Founé the two fsstivals senarated in Antioch and
Constantinopis,

As the festivals wore divided, so =2'so the scasons of the
chureh year develo~oc¢. The onliy season already in 2xistence
hafore the fourth contury was the Easter seascn of scven weals.
By the ¢nd of thr fourth century Lent was firmly established.

It develonod in two dircctions. There was in the primitive church
a fast prraceding the P=ascha. It was not, however, 2 Geod friday
fast since Good F-iday was not cclebratec, though some Christians
hegan their fast on Fricday. Most of .the £aith fasted on
Saturday, and the f£=st was not hsol n untii the Eucharist,
celehrated at about 3 A.M. Fastsr morning. Gracdually this fast
was evtended, first to the forty hours our Lord spent in the tomb
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then to six drys ™y the early third century. This rart of Lent |,
which we "now as Holy Yes'', scems to heove d-velogsed 2s a Jreparat
tion for Baster. The rost of Lent derives f4om the ancient
practice of pr-rar£ing catechumens for hagtisin at Easter. Therce
was a sevies of loctures and scrutinices or c¢x=minations which
hegan ahout siy wee s hefors Taster., ALY candidates weys Further
ey aeted to fast {he E rty davs ~recodinq the Pascha, 2s our Lord
ha¢d fasted hefore hejinning his ministry. The .enitents (those
under disci; line) =lgo fasted in wroioaration Yor their reconcil-
iaticn at Fastertise. After tho edict of Trlaration in 373

th~ scverity of these excrcises began to be relaved, 2né the

H

periocd of fasting w=2s “transformnd to 21l the faithful.

S»’J

The l-ngth of Lent varisd, too At first the fast
seems to have hegun on the Monday of the siyth wee bofore FEaster.
This Qu=adragesim= is referred to in the f£ifth canon of the
Council! of Nicaea in 3253. By the 2nd of th- Ffourth century
it had bhren extended to seven weel's in Fgyet., In Jerusalem,
Etheria found an =icht-wec! Lont with »ll Ssturdays excapt
Saturday in Holy wnac', 2nc 21l Sundays, exca ted from the fast.
The excertion of Sundays syread 2s Lont hacane more widley
Qbservao, anc, to *ring the total number of d=ys in the fast
bhach to forty, the days from ash Yrodnesday on in the seventh woeo'
before Erster wers added., The tendency to extend Lent stili
farther is evidenc~d hy the three ore-Lenten Sundrys
(Se;tuagesinz, Sr¥yogesima and OQuinguagnsim>) which, in the
modern Roman C=tho'ic church, are hardl v distinguishable
from Lent. Cacsarius of Arles srescribhed a ~re-~-Lent fast
for mon’s in the sixth century, A»nd theres wers other oTarts
of the church in which a vreparatory scason was customary.

Ve

-

g

2 Lrnt ~ventu=2lly cdevelored into = Darind Oof preypar=ation
before Eastry, so “cvant developed into 2 ~eriod of ~reiparation
before Christmas. In S~=2in, where the Erioshany wes ohservco

in the fourth century, it was rocedad by 2 thres-weel pcericd
of fasting =nc d=aily church =ttencdance heginning on Dec. 17.

It spread to GAul =znd Italy and wos trensierred to Christmas.
As with Lent, so the length of Acdvent variscd. In Gsu., it hegan
s carly as St. Martin's Doy. (Ncvenber 11)  and LBSCed

siy wee™s.  In Spein and Italy, it included five weel's. Advent
was finally scttled 2t Four weels in Roume, though the

lession for the l=ast Sunday after Trinity in hoth Lutheran
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and Anglican use =re reminiscent of the centurics wvhen
Acvent was 2 longer sSe3ISoil.

Arou~d Christm2s there clustcered cert=2in holy days which depend

liter=1ly unon Christmas for their dztos. The Circumcision of our
Lord was ~ig. - ani later on Jznuarv L. The Presentation of Our
Loré (Also c=lled Candlamas, or the Purification of the Vigin
Mary ) was Forty davs =2fter Christmas, Frbru2ry 2. The Annunciation
nine months carlizr, was March 25. The Nativity of John the
Rantist, who was siy months older than Jesus, was set at June 24,
The wisdom of the conflation of » litersl :rincijle with » litur-
gical one is oyen to guestion. Cartainly both the annunciztion 2nd
the nativity of John the Bantist are more at home during
Advent from a liturgical »noint o view.

With th- acce t2nce of the new festivals, =nd the comn letion
of Lnnt 2nd Acvent; the church followed for h=1f of each year
2 cycle which rec2’led the 1life cf Christ, his =dvent, nativi
manifestion, suffaring, crucifivion, death, resurrcction znc
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ascension, Ané t© cescent of the holy S irit on Yentecost,

The -~ :le was not =ntircly comilete, bhut it was, and is stil.

the high samester of the church year, inciucding the ma2jor festivals
and rewvcating ger?nni ily for the Christian the principgal 2vents

in God's schame of x~

The word "=vants” deserves em~hasis. Festivals commemorating
doctrinzs of the church =néd those 03 th- Virgin Mary 2re of
later origin. Trinity Sunday, £or instancs, after which many
north Eurorean niss:s’s numbhered the Sundays in the Second half of
the yecasr, was not officially accepted until the fourteenth century,
although it h=d bhesn 2 ovular festival in many i~laces for several
centuries nrevious. After 1570, when the Roman Missal received
its fin=al form under Pius V, the Sundays ,in the iatter half of
the church year wore nuibered as they had been numberec =2t Rome---
after Prntecost. This second h=21f of the vzar was devoted to
the Christian 1ifs, =nd the a~ lication to it of the icssons of

the 1ife 2né teaching of our Lord and the A ostles.

This church voar has cvolved slowly over many centurizs
under tha guidance of the Hely Spirit., "ithin its fremewor 1t
nrovid2s for the =2nnu>! review of the grezt ~vants of God's
worl in time in th= ~=rson of his Son, =nd of the meaning of
those events of God's peonle, The church hos always impoverished
itself when it h2s ahandoned the church yeax, or attemited to
reconstruct it. In the sirxteenth century the conservative reformers
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were aware of this fact »nd ret2ined the church year, eliminating
only thosr frstivals which were Zolt to be unvarrentec onthe
basis of the teachings of Christ. The morc racical reformers
éiscarded the historic year. In Puritan England and Calvinistic
Scotland, from which m=ny of the carly Amcric=an seattlors cz2ne,
the church yesr wos r2garc~d with susivicion °s "rLowery". The
result has heen th=t “rotestsnt Amcrica, eyors ting tho liturgical
churches, has had =2n imioverishcc baclh-ground. Attcapts have
been madr to supnly the want hy such "festivals" as Rally D=y,
World Peace Sunday, Racs Relations Sunday, Rrotherhood Suncay,
Pestival of the Christi=n Home (Mother's D=y), Rural Life Sunday,
Children's Day, L=2bhor Sunday, ctc. ¥Verre these related to the
historic church yczr, some of them could be =2ccentable, but their
dates bez2r little or no reforenc~ to the church ye2r andg £all
on ¢ifferent Sund=ys in diffcrent y-ars. Thr cate of ¥World Peace
Sunday is d-termincd by Armistice D3y (Novembor 11); Race Rola-
tions Suncé=y by Lincoln's Birthday (Fehruary 12); Brotherhood
Sunday by Yashington's Rirthday (Frhruary 22). the Christian
Home (seconcd Sund=v in May), Rurai Life Sunday (third Sund=y
in M2y) 3lthough Nog=ts, on which it sometimes f£2lls, wou'c bhe
more =ccejytahle. 2 glance at most of thesas titles will incicate
the diffrnrence in ovicnt=2tion baotween the historic church ye=r
ané its fastivals =»nd =ttempts to manufacture a2 substitute. The
attemsrt to relste the ~roblems of the d=y to the message of God
is not irr~l~vant, but it is not the s=ms thing 2s relating the
redemptive process of God to the probizms of the day.



