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THE GLOBAL MOBILE CENTRUM

, I greet you on behalf of the Development dynamic of Global Mobile
Centrum. At present that dynamic is located in the city of Chicago, although
it could be in many other places around the world. In fact, there is already
a self-conscious Global Mobile Centrum in SEAPAC in the gulse of Joe Thomas
and John Patterson. That 1s in being. That is one thing that has happened
this quarter: we have launched the Centrum idea by letting those people see
themselves self-consclously as the Global Mobile Centrum so they can begin to
develop its form.

I want to talk about a few things. First of all, just some personal
things that happened to me as I looked at the world and experienced it. I
alsc want to look at some things that happened in Development this quarter
that have been, I think, good for 211 of us. Then T want to talk a bit sbout
the polity struggle we have begun to look seriously at, and some very practi-
cal iImplications of that struggle as we have worked with it here:; and then
some final comments on an episocde or two.

I have experienced this year that we have had an unconscious explo-
sion of priorship training in Centrum that's not been like anything I have
experienced before. It is not as if we set up some self-conscious patterns
and structures for training and equipping priers. It is almost as if, by
being here in the Movement, something goes on, almost by osmosis, and amazing
lucidity and skill begin to emerge. TIrankly, I have been bored by some of
our team meetings in the team I am in this quarter. But the other night T
was in one where one of our university students began to spell out what has
happened to her in the past three years, since she first took RS-I and
encountered the Movement: how she has experienced alivenssz in herself
having been ripped from the very narrow, restricting parochialism of a small
Eastern town, and how a whole new world has emerged for her. Then she began
te talk about what that meant for her whole 1ifs2: how she saw her future.
It occcurred to me this morning that this university student is global, and
tomorrow she is ready to go and do anything that is demandéd in the glebal
mission.

A strong kind of settling down into this place is taking place.
Those of you who have never lived at Centrum for a pericd of time realize
that the first six months to a vear we were here in the Kemper bullding, no
one knew exactly what he was doing in terms of claiming this space as beinp
Movemental space. Finally, that has happened. It seems to me that part of
that happening is a radical caring that is nothing in terms of immediacy,
but it is going on in terms of structured presence. A whole new tone of
spirit 1ife is present, and this girl was a sign of it. That is something
that has happened here, and it has become transparent this quarter. Every-
one can see it and experience it., That iz not to sav that we have not had
some people leave thls quarter out of just the sheer white-hot demand of
1iving in the uncertalinty of what the new Centrum is. T was talking to some
people the other day, who said they Just could not take 1t anvmors, bscause
we did pot know what a Centrum was. 7 said, that was true. But in the
midat of that, the plcture of Centrum is smerping.
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become clear f?@w the shocks we've recelved from 2 thousand sides, WHe'lve

got to work this polity thing through by September.

I want to talk a blt more about what's happened here in terms of
decislon. AL % ough we have been scrambling again this year, that is,
people are making decisions all the time. It has been this little group
and that little group, here and there, and g?%@g%&%@% around the place.
We had a report the other day telling us what was going on in the Local
Church. Nobody realized all the decisions that had been %géﬁ on our
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a few crummy chavacters in that back office. But th
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doing it. And Cock is doing it too. Deciding our whole destiny. But we

have beeu doing it in a more self-conscious way in that these commissions

that we have %&EV%& about are beginning to work within the Centrums. Tt'la
¢ k of decision-making going on, and it's experimental.

v last thing 1s being funneled through the P
‘é% Panchavat ls going to retain its 3??;»E§§ powers,

We used to meet in the Panchayat one-half day every day and nobody
have veally ®ﬁ$ag 1t through the issues before we came in. Now

i%g ‘%gi& different thing. Two or three people will get togethsr ovep
Lk about it, and come to a consensus. ?h@& v will talk to

other g@m;i%sae and then, be on their way. That's an arena
ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ??igg with this quarter that's crucial. I think it's

going to % ve a lot of implications for how the Centrum
golng to ﬁ%@@&?%@ The basic work, however, is always é,
or PSU or task force where +the consensus ig made,

There is something else that has happened that I've been strick with:
a new sensing after celebration. Last summer we had a great time with the
683%?%% and we began to see that celebrations were not little avents set
in a box away from the rest of things, but are ?%w§®§§ to the whole of
what we are doing, the style, the way of life. I think we have berun to
appropriate that a bit on the occasions that need the marking of a period
of time or those signal happenings in a body. There needs %m %% some WAV

of dreiving a stake. I think the weekend Wiegel lead us, he drew together
what we've been fooling with and just called it “e%%%i§g§ﬁ§§ fun.” That
triggered for everyone the kind of style we were creating. WNot that vyou
had to stop every weekend for a celebration, but that the celebrat i =1
just who you were--you, the celebrative one. You had ontological Fu
what you were doing. That was a helpful image for me. TIn our Centrum

have had two or three absolutely unbelievable celebrations and alss
our ﬁ%g??@ﬁé@gﬁﬁe The other congregations and centrums have had ti
t radleal %&??ing evant--we marked sending out a
= in Lens Marketing--the only one we've had this qu
lous singing where we did something--went like that

ﬁ%ﬁgi%& thing this quarter that has amazed me 1s how much the news
has been inundating us under two major categories in North America:
sut the Impli-

Watergate and the energy crisis. It is as £f you can't set out T
cations of living under that kind of new palgzi@? dav and night and not
have a new impact day after day. Sometimes you just get so bored with
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that you want to go run and flee. As a matter of fact, I don't think I've
read a hundred lines of Watergate news In the newspaper this whole
quarter. The English have & Q%?%%% for this - "You just don't want to

know.” I know this says a lot about me, yet, I'm mystified with what is
happening to us in being hit §%§ gfi%@ day giﬁm this kind of news.

Twenty vears age we sald the West was through and I think Watergate
is a symbol of that. Another symbol of that is the Third World now
handling economic power that only the West has %&é the privilege of
handling for the last several hundred years. It has had an impact on me
way down, Isn't it interesting that opn our wop % grid and In the way
we've talked about world g?ﬁﬁﬁgﬁga the key is %é% South. It turns out
the Arab world is where the first real rattling of the economic banner is
£z
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in our face.

i e

? elative to priorship, there is a "whomp" that comes. I had Yyrhomp,
whomp' come to me last Saturday night. It was 2 bachelor party. The
women gi'% thelr showers, but the bachelor party was kind of ad hoc - a
6th floor at

sign g%&w%% up in the elevator saylng, "com 1

11:00 pow.” I 5%&1@%@ I was gfigg to atick my head ég% Semae of you were
there. th B : lievable é?i%@iiﬁg
was golng £ f&iéé to decide what
to do. E I Just walt and hope
For soms i saw what was
happeni : , one of the guys
(I must 'y ided to pick up the
situatio Wl vattl t situation inside cut.
Once he decided that g@ﬁ%ﬁ%iﬁg was gawﬁg %@ happen there, it was powerful.
The young single men in the Order have a kind of wisdom and power and
sensitivity and sheer clarity about life. Being a Man broke out in 8 way

+ helieve. The most ﬁ% cinating thing of all was that

carried the night, in terms of really carrying it, were
those who were not yet married. And that was an amazing thing. We talked
§GE%§§%%%'“4@&%@“%%%MW%%ﬂ?@*%%”wﬁﬁéﬁwﬁ%ﬁi How the
men were in a state of the great ontological W@@sﬁpgﬂ and so on. They were
pretty clear about what it meant to be a man, in a depth sense.

that T jus
people who finally

gay that « ¢ happe ‘ omething causal is
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ki v, w th what it means...”
It being a part of a strategically
dis on to carry out.

{ 1 nd I suspect that this has happened
to ma) £ > '+ be here if the Lord of History had
not jarved us and @%@%aﬁ ug and scarred us through the years. And the way

that He has decided to do that you most likely would not have chosen.

But He has,

Finally, in the midst of all the judgement, we have realized the
unbelievable depth of being loved. We have not talked about Sanc ification
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much in the last six months. I suspect If you are like me, you have been
experiencing that which we were getting initital clarity on last year In
terms of Sanctification. You are struggling with God loving you, but with
the Universe having said, "vyes,” to you. Yeu find yourself one movning
sitting in a breakfast collegium session. You are just about veady to get
up and lead the thing and you look around the vroom and over there iz a face
of a person in the congregation or the house, and that face just pisrces you.
You know that you are responsible for the care of that person. You start
brooding; What is 1t that's needed to happen to release that per:
is needed to care structurally? Suddenly there is the one next
the one next to him and the one next to him. You discover, when you are
standing there in front of a group of people, that every gi@g e face is
transparent - a claim on your existence. That is not som ng you ave
deciding; it is what you have become. A kind of vadical ¢ for other
human beings exists and you become aware that you are able 1 7
depth kind of way, "I love these people.” Then, that gets 1
and you say, '"No. I don't love these people. I love the wor
vhat has happened to us this quarter haz been Universal Bensv
again, we are talking about something that has happened. Neot a2
thing we decided to do, but something that has just happened. ¥e
being a "Yes," to that one hundred-ton crane - to Universal Benevolence.

~~Charles Hahn--
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