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“Ze
struggled through three prior vocations before having finally reached this

sointa,

My first encounter with the demand to be & vocational humen being

came in terms of being a student, and as I reflect back pow on that voeatie
Iw am aware that that was a uiterly significant vocation, that to long and
to search and to keep striving for some litle morsel of insight, for some

at and meaningful

little reasonableness in the universe was an utterly significa

vocation. But then you see, finally you dis as a student, you graduate or the

money runs out, or your wife gets preganst. Something happens, life confronts

n about your vocation.

you ence again, with the demand to ns ke 2 new decisio

uine death that you die. It is as if you and

And so you died. And itis a ge

I will drobably experience 25 lifetimes before we hit the & foot hole in the

vocational sense and once I had died to being a student and meoved o

Chicage, I encountered the demand to be reborn. And this time as a pedagogue.

ng the smell the sulphur of that

As a teacher. 4Aad some of you are be
kind of 2 decision. It is a horrifying decision to make. And you maybe have

one of the less painful situations in which to do it. I know for myself confronting

2

anr ¢ily negre youth whe

day after day after day &

did not give a damm about
me and would do everything in their power to smux upset my pedagogical

distance, that was a horrifying experience to finally come to terme with

t was there, when I finally had made that decision, you know

demand tha
you feel like it at least ought to stay for awhile, that you ought to be able to
rest on the laurels of being a teacher, that that vocation ought to be 2 life

and in one spesge, 1}

t it was a life vooation,

vocation, we to admit the

Thet being a pedagogue is just as significant bs everyone had always

said it would be. You know the kind of affirmation that you experience

when your students finally see your point. That's real. But then there

comnes for

B

¢one s a ftime when that vocation dies also, when the dems

you to de die to that vocation and to live = new life. And for nysell this
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The kind of affirmation that a child gives you is something no body else can
give you and you find that when vou go into the apartment, you open the fvor
the first thing you do iB go over to the bed just to feel thos little arms around

your next and that is utterly meaningful, But then you see History moves

e demand came

Ty
o
Pt
P
“
&
?ﬁ”“
V
o |
L
W

demanded. And lzet

on. Something nev

w lesve iox the weet cosst o

encounter with who [ was in history ¢

monihs old and here wae the demand to 43
that was an excruciating experience also, but you see, once your child has
left you, she has just lei t you. And when I returned five weeks later, she

2

 fact. HNo longer, can I sufker the meaning of

e

: her existevcs.

How, all of thie isadexx simply to say, that finally, one reaches the
= ¥s L

rond

%:z»z

=

vocation hopping, just as one reaches the end of ti

Z

o

of god hopping. and the end of the road is that vocation of being the clergy,

that vocation of being the church, that vocation of being the totaily burned ou

people. And @ anderstand that you, whether conse ciovely or unconscionsly made

that decision when you came heve, that was the decision that youomade., You

operating context or an operating presupposition, that other people do not

It means that vou can make demands on me, that oo one else could make,

ao else could make,

Only the church could demand of you women that you cut loose irom your children.

Only the church could demand of you men that you cut loose of your women

o

Only the church could demand of any of us that we engage in the pains of this
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you are not my child. you are my comrade in arms. old courageousiy the

passes which I entrusted to voen, U0 ned betray them. You are in bound

and you may act heroicly by remaining at your own battle station. Love danger,

&

Vhat e most &

2

ficalt? “hat is whatI want. Which road should you take?

The most craggy ascent. It is the one I alse take. Followene. Learn to

=

obey. Only shx he who obeys & wisdom superior to hisown. . . .

2

Love responsibility. Bay, it is my duty and mine slone to save the earth,

i it is not saved, I zlone am to blame, love sach man ook

contribution in the stroggle. » not seek friends. Seek comrades in armse

Be always restless, un satieilied, uuee iorming. When ever a habis becomesn

test sin of all iz satisfaction”

convenient, smash it. The grea
Probably that is the vole that worsghip has to play in our lives, the

save te play in our lives. They play the role of smashing

of sur convenient and satisfacto ry habits and I assume that you experienced

Lent habite had

as I expetienced this morning that some of my very con

been smashed by our little experiement in the ares of worship., But it is

precisely twentieth senturgd man who has become aware that symbole are

Boagg

important and I was struck this moraing in the

nduiem paper with the

kind of comment he made, that the on ¥ way a Hinde had the possibility

univer sal context was through he use of parable and

of operath

stories and symbols that held him or that pushed out his ircagination,
this, it seems io me, is the area that wor ship deals with.
And you and 1, if we are the church, finally have to come to terms

e congregation. And we do

with restructuring the worship life of our loc

total awareness that all men fo day know about the significance

in the use of symbel, on Avenue is not the only place where symnbols

2nd 1 see ourselves as victims of the symbols

are used. A lot of the time, you
that are being uged. You may experience yourself as a kind of victim of the

kinds of symbols that are just present in this wx room and in all of the other



meoms and until you make a decision; about their m eaning for you, you are

their victim. And until you enake 2 decision about the worship life in your
local eongregation;, you and your prarishioners are the victim of whatever
symbelic life is going there. And you and I are pretiy clear, 1 éismk that
most of the worehip life going on in the local congregation, victiminizing

us in the dimension of pleasure, or in the dimension of comfort, or brain-

washis us in the idea that life really isn't difficult after all. And if you

are brainwashing your parishieners with that self understanding consciously
or unconsciously, vou should not be surprized when they rebel against vour
desire to move into the social realm. That is what you are conditioning
them for.
And as you experiment, as you must in the local congregation, I
think that main thing that must be gjgéif in mind is just the strutture, the
structure of the worship sevvice. And if you are clear about hat the experimentatio
can go in a numbe? of directions. And ag most of you know, there are
three acts to the wor ship serivce, the first act is the act of confession, this

is the fact of the son, and the mood or the tone that accompanies that act

meod of humility., And time and again you have heard it said that
Willie
that is not humility in the sense of being a wet leg but humility in themnge

ig the

of just standing present to all of existence. Ahd in one sense, I suppose
ail the confusion that was preseat in the worship service, this morn g was
simply 2 demand on us to be present tothe primordial chaes that is jast

ence it and

is in the middie of life as we experi
The second act of worship, the act of the word s is that part bf

the service in which the old and the new testaments are read, in which

we proclaim or make a statement of our faith. And the third act, the

act of decision accompanies with it the mood of compassion, or that

1 mood of being responsible to the total planet upon which we

decisions
bave been place,
Other than just those general comments on the meaning of worship

Ido not think that I will go into any further details,



T

congregation

st
o
kY x,w 4 -
it 5
i 44 i
pyed s &
g @
?w «Mm M i
o O i :
F % B o
2 mw -
ol S o e
o m% i %%
b3 ot i
B &
i
i
o
&

ey ¢

8 o

Sy

1

P |

i

ol &%
[} o
o

o

o4
& &
Y

o &

e goeoe

ﬁ% %

e 3

o R

Sk

4 s i
B b i mm
o @ .

o wo qﬁ”
wwﬁz www %
i = W
o o i

. < S, ]

: 'y w 7y
g b G . et W mw N

i £ 0 it 4 b | %‘x



ta
Mm o e o
, = 4 &
@ 2 w i @
" i P
ks mm ) w
8 !
i« & W
® 8
‘%s ﬁ: WW,
WMWE i, §

5

ving

it
o
Tt

e do¢ have,

hy s
L Sl
v
L
o et
&
o

BEr

E

% %

g
& @;{%@ i

o

oy
5

s the
TRV

Foel ,;5/
Sl P
o i
At
o
el
ot
M
@ B
@ o
s o
5 s
Yool .
I o
] b et &
el o o4

g io

he
pract




G
teaching experienceing during your pedagogical sessions, your own decision
relzative to the aecessary pedgagoy and should have encountered on fuesday

movraing in your first pedagogy session, the awareness taat any methodology

you use o employ has to come out of your theological stance and/ YOREE

teirr theological stance is that one on ¥ comes o terms

& when

be is pushed over against his life, then you see taatl loal persupposes a2 certain

t means that you ame as a pedagogue are first that

Tt
PP

kind eof tnethodology,
student’s enemy. First, of all his eneway, becuase you are the one whe
sees through his illusions and cracks thoge & cpen for ine.

Now, I think that that is all that I will deal with in the area of wor ship
and study and wish to spend the bulk of the tirme in the area of discipline,

Those of you who came here this summer never having gene through
the local congregation course, in some ways really let yvours I in for it
Because it is in this course that we try to share with you some of the ingights
that we have gained. Let me begin with a bit of peety.

And again, this is not poeiry in the normal sense of the word, but the
kind of poetry that we are now finding, poetry in the midst of & may or
poetry written by a scientist, or poeiry written by a socioligist.

"There had to be one mad whe said yes. Somebody had to ggree to
captain the ship. She had sprung a hundred leaks, she was loaded to the
waterline with crime, igneorance, poverty, lhe wheel was swinging with
the wind. The crew refused to work and were looting the carge. The officers
were building a raft, ready to slip overboard and degert the ship. {(Sound
familiar, isa™ that what is happening in all the local comgregations?} The
mast wasg splitting, the wind was howling, the sails were beginning to rip
Ewery man jac on board was about to drown and only because the only thing
they thought of was their own skins, and the cheap little day to day traffic,
Was that a time, do you think, for playing with words such as ves and no
Was that a time for 2 man to be weighing the mexmxx pros and cons 7 wondering
if he wasn'’t geing to pay tso dearly later on, if he wasn't going to loose his
life, or his family, or his touch with other men. You grab the wheel, you
right the w ship in the face of a mountain of water. Yeu shout an order and
if one man refuseds to obey, you shoot straight into the meb. I to the
mob, I say. The beasts 25 nameless as the gripping wind. The thing that
drops when you shoot may be someone who gave you a botle of beer the night
before but it has no name. And you, braced at the wheel you have no name
either, nothing has a name, except the ship and the storm. It is easy to say
Bno, 5:% say f‘f; vou %@%& to sweat and roll up your sleeves and plung both
means death. Al you ofibve t6 do 16%5 Y Sl L0 YR ¥ FPYIRg7S,

¥
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economie life will come within the decision of your mission. That if your
mission demands that all of the women be bBo=go girls then it would be
possible to cut your budget approximately a half of what it might otherwise
be and that would be great. You see the question is what does the mission

require. The miesion requires that you all have cadillace, then you have

to increas your badget by 100 %, then that is what you have tedo, hat

mattersis that the local ¢ omgregation, or anvy group of people who ban them-
selves together to do a task, decide what it ig economically, the mission
requires and then subthit their life to that requirement. Now that might

mean, for example, that you would come up with some sort of a salary

scale like we have in our own situation, or some kind of agreed upon standards
that you set, but in some way, you come to terms with what it is economically
that the mission requires of you. I muppose that in a new group beginning

to thrust out corporately would not be in a corporate living situstions that

we are in and yet you would be faced with this kind of 2 decision. Ewen if
it is whether or not vou are going to support, or how yeu are going to
suppert regional training centers, you are forced to come to terms with

R

jour economic commitiment. And the s mbol, here for me, of the
¥

2

economic decision is th-t of your corporate meal, or that symbolic engagemaent

which holds us present tothe contingencies of life. That in the me

reminded that he is a contingent human being and is reminded th

to make decisione 2bout how he is going to sustain himeelf in

the sake of his ta; and related o the aves of gratitude, one find the

structure of work., That it is not yet eternally erdained fro beginning
of time that women be secretaries, or it is not ¢ ordained from the beginning

of time that the man bring in the wages in 2 fam ily situation, That this

gquestion of wage, when the mission comes first, you have to redecide

8 a bolly the kinds of tasks that are necassary and It might be that o

oo

local congr tion¥ or a loeal congregation cadre composed of 10 or

people, who have a regional training center to sustain, raight decide



wlZ..

ho it wae that was going out and, last pight as you
talked about the concensue methodology, you can begin to see the kinds
of stress that you experience here. That, 8ay, you are chosen to be the

es out to be the secretary, in order to bring in the funds, How

P

an individual submit to that kind of a corperaie decision, to
v is it that you have the eifheod to parii-

O of structuring the work that

: trying to point to here
has ecertain work to accomplish, and that has

art of the economic mission of your existence.

your economic life is your funds. Whot kinds

what kind of corvorate fuals are nedessnry io

dre, if you'lve got 2 very parochial kind of persen in

ok

never encouniered the worlds needs you might, as a

corporate body need to gend that person on a trip to India, in order ito come

to terms with the need of our time. And in that case you would need to have

Or some way in which that person would be forced to

deal with the sitwa tion. But some kind of corporate decision about

individually a person is geing to co:

> huamility

wnes in our thme, 1

e the decision to give .

life in order to do the job. But ! think that the pole has shifted and now we

to the conmensus of the group. How is it that I can submit my will to the will

> area of poverty that one experienced

it in the area of obedience. How is ther it that i can be obhedisnce
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of the group? Beczuse of the kind of interior struggle that a human being

makes, the sturoy

o
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to defirreantiate what you would rather

\»s

do, between your ow

the mecessary thing

of a dermand in the are;

to get the job done? Are you going to ent £ concensus? Iz the

question, i am sure that many of you are raising already.

And in the area of b

pre ant to the universal demen

=

ble

crucial pro

w%

you encounter, provincialism

in the inner city has to engage in.

s

of our time, That thedrsy mission
be a reduced ope, but a total one.
response ¥/ of humi

The symi

of vou I know, last pight, and vet that was not the first
&3 &

in acceuntability. FEvery

the policemen

dimensgion

of life. Hé/ It begins to press in on

28 a matisr of fact, o accountab v iz just the way life is, the of
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gon, ag a child of someone and this reaches a point for

ppose that in our day, it is around theme of 13 a3t which we have

2

to decide to be the sen or the daughter of cur

®

parent,s, whi in a new way. &

fourth of julyv aot to

Well, the church is

cadre or your local congregation will go through will be in just establishing

What are the things you are

-

what are the basic elements of the covenental life.

going to submit to ?

I mentioned before that obedience is where the bite was., Bat vou see
it is obedience in relationship te 2 particular covenmant, and whether or not you
like the covenant into which you have come, is beside the point, because, in

one sense, what you are here for is to experimentwith s ubmitting yeurs:If to

2,

a covenant s:li-consciously. And a part of the covenant, could have been that
Z * % % 5 % £y g
we would effage in Yoga every day and that would have been fine, you see,

5

everyday, in terms of beginning to understand what it mens to be obedient to

a2 covenant. Because covenants demand both zbasolute obedience, and

awareness that every covenant is relative.

5 o

Every covenant demands obedience. Did you not enter ints the
covenant of mariazge under thew ilusion that you are going to be obedient

€, you engage in that decigion or thke on that

p- . Y O S w5 ey L e &
covenant in the fotal inten ioaanlity of

And then, of course, vou are i tterly a
Every young bride that goes down the ible, is aware that that could be any

man standing there. That heaven did not select out, &f some




gigaatic computer select out i the right person, but rather thet
every person in the universe, every man in the universe has = claim on

a woman and a woman is in shirr and tetal ambiguigy and relativety chooses

that particular coveanant and you likewige, when you came for the month

of July, did so also out of the o= context of relativity. You could have
devoted yourself to a covenant of lieing on the beach for a month snd that

%

t is comepletely relative and vet

would have been {ine. So every covenan

&

dience, o you

the demand that it lays upon you is absolute. Absolute obe

are swung over against in the 3 disciplined life, the polarity between

obedience and ireedom, and that polarity can never, never be eollapsed,
i you collapse it into sheer obedience, you end up in legalisin, And ¢
you collapse it into the pole for ireedom, you send up in gsense less chaos.

So that this whole decision is the struggle that 2 person engages in when

of the dimension,

+ in the cultural dimension

he snters corporate life. Now
one struggles with the extsrior style of chastity and the interior style of

compassion.

G  How is it that one engages, day in and day our, in standing
present to the demandsn of our time, There is a time, 1 suppose in &

persons life when he just literally wants to go and hide somewhere

rather than be aware of the universal meaning of our time., How is #t
that y u can remain a chaste person, relative to your missie 8. The enly

imengion of

way that that {s possible, {s in and through the symbolic
life. In and through he solitary worship, g%@% might be for you, going
out by the expressway and watching the cars go by, For me, there is
just & dimension of awe that is present in standing by the axpressway.

Some one said to me that they thought that was the urban eguivalent of

the ocean. Just the endlessness. Whatever that solitary dimensionis for

%

you. Every w hu

2B
# of bim that he remake his

man being who engages in the corporate His den

a solitary office of some gort that demy

d
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it

decision to be a chaste man. relative to the mission. ¥ you are a young

weoman 21 or 22, and have decided to be & chaste person relative vour

imisgion, tha akes demands on gou in your refd ection in te

& married human being. If you have decided to be

and then you marry a siob, you are an unchssted wom
¥

that enables you to remain a chaste persgon, is some

ninds you of the decigion that yeu bBave made. And living = style of

comp assion is thet of having decided to lay down yvour life, §f vou have

%

to for 20 years without ever eacountering a single man who has made the

decision te lay down his iife, why you go for 20 years without ever encountering

& male wiao has decided to lay down his life, ¢ hat ie what comp

r

tis necessary. It is that life siyle that you give yourseif to

that you do wh

And the symbolic part of the cultural £ your covenatn

is your titme, the structuring of vour time. noething is me e valuable to

Sur own experimentation with

the structuring of time in 2 less urban getting more of the women
were housewifes and a lot of the wonen, I knmow sald, well you couldn's
siructure your time, you couldn't lay out a weeks sched dule as a housewife
because you couldn't predict wh en the child was going to need to have his
diapers changed and you could not predict, when the washing had to be done.
But I say to you that the chaste persom, in our day, is the person who does

lay out his time, relative to the nission, snd he lays it out in such o way

that he never changes the babjes diaper unless that ie what history demands.

¢ hat if a child is crying to have his diaper chang

¢xy that you answer but the ery of all of history. “‘nd the way that you

know whether that is the cry of all of Wistory or s
laid out your time, That you have z twenty year plan, and a one yvear plan

and you have laid out your : nonthly plan and yvou have laid out your weekly

plan and you have laid out your ly plan and your daily plan has down there
that at 3:00 in the afterncon you change the babyls diapers, well, then at

=

21D i the sffernnes wons s b Lot 4.



But that plan does not call for that, yeu don't change the baby's diapers.

Now, I know that thatcleasx is a big ¢rude, but what I am trying to say is

that your Hime s your life. Yeou are just 90 years of energy and vour

decieion gy

swout how You zx are going to ex ‘perience that ¢ 90 years of
energy is rhlated to whethsr o ¥ not you are chaste to your misgions
and ndee nothing short of the claim of all history can be sched: uled into the

time that you lay out,

Coordinated here ig « your worehip and your study life,

Now, I want to pull all thie together in and through the image of
2 colieague of minewho was assigned to to 2 church i in mission texae,
My coleague was sent there, you know ly the church and I don't knew
how many of you have ever been to Texas and how many have ever bean

to Mission Texes, but mission Texas is about the equivalent of | owheresville

or Notrees, Texas, just the end of the universs, And my fik/ friend

¥ as sent there to be the ¢hureh, And after hawin: g run into

after big »

;;w
8

pointment, he told me that he wasg being sent to mission, i gs@ié

well, sow Charles, thac! & all rvight, it is just for one year. And Charles

said, No, it is for life., And 1l said, oh charles, you don't under gtang

#

even the Method chureh doesn't send anyh ody snywhere for more than a
vear. And hae sidd, oh, no it is for lfe, And ; after gseversni Protestations
I began to under stand what he wasg gaying. That every= wheraever you

ground yourself it is for life, That isyou are here for the oty month of

ever make it beyond these four weeks fory of
¥ precisely what } Hstory requires of you. That you ¢ tally

t this point. At this point,




