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Eventually, i am going to read ttA i'lew lieaven i:nri a Nerr Harthtt by D.i'1.
Larrrence because that poem is ali I know about the CnrLs'L eve:it, which in ri.-r

ooinion is the equivalent of the iSngdorn of Goc, L a.m noi aski-;i,.1 anyi:ody ths:s-
logically to agree Lrich thaE. It is probabl-v lncorrec!, buc that. is what, I ;in
going to do.

Nolr let, me read yori soue r:l che scr.i'rtures I.'-a; we iderc r:eacin; yLscercay
afternoon" Thls ls St. Paui speaking in Slecond Corlnthians:

ttl^Ie dare Eo say sucir chLngs because of the ronr--loence vre h;lve in
God through Chri.st. . l"llrerever the spirii. cf :rie j,oru is, ments
souls are set free. But all of us who are Chrisrians havc no
veLls on our faces, but reflect like mirrors tre giorv of tlre
Lord. tJe are Eransf igureti. . ." (I am going to ado sonethir,g
here. . .iie are tran.sparentized; ve are Eransrationaiizea. ) "irto
ever increasing .spendor, into hLs own iriage, iird the fri.irsfor;,...-
tion conies frorn the Lorci vrho is the soirit. -;.ilis is Lrie rnrnislry
which God ia l'iis nuarey has glvea rrs a;rd nothii:g car. oaui:L'rsi.
We use no i:ocus pocus, no cLever tricks, no cii,s^ionest nianii:.rJ"at1o;r
of the i./ord of God. (Paui comes out nere a$ a man of prir:rarv
integrity, doesnrt he?) r'lie srreak the plaia truch, and so
commend ourseLves t,o every rnants conscience rn Ehe sigir: oi'Gcic"
If our gospe)- j-s veiled, the veil- must be ln tire nriads of ci^osr.
who do not beiieve and Drevents the ligirt of che giorious gosoe.
of Christ, tite i.rage of Co<i, frcm sh:,.ning on then. icr it is
Christ .]esus as Lor<; whom we nreach. l'iot or:rselves. 'i'e are-
your servants for iesus t sake. :his pric.,iess trea.ir^re 1,/e

ho1d, so co speak, in a common, earthenware iar to ;;i.ow Eirat
the splendid oover of it belongs to God and nct to us. lie are
handicapped oa aLl sides, but r,re are ner/er t-rustraied. (Listen
to the problemless Life come out here.; '\ie are tozzieC, but
never ln despair. iie are Dersecuteci but never li.'.ve Eo s,:and iu
al-one. ilb are living ,;rlwa;,rs, exposed to deatri, for .-lesus' sake"
so Ehat the Lil-e of .lesus nay be plalnly seen in our rmr:al-
lives. rie are al.ways facing <ieath, but this neans tiiai we knou
rcre and:nore of life.r'

JUSTICE

One of my colleagues gave nn perurlssion to grln<! axes, so I decided tG
titLe thLs lecture, Axes i lsye beeS Crinciing. i-lrst, L'rave been gria.ring Ene
axe of lratlng the trenci toward bureaucracy in our Order. When I reaii.zed thrat i
was gri.nding ury axe on tlre bureaucracy, I dLscovered that that vas not Ei^e
bureaucracyrs problem, that was gL prcblern. lfe are al"1 in the sane boat, sren r
we? That was rqy problem, tothe bureaucracy", ar^d, of course, a bureaucracy, as a
colleague told ne out of hls vast, corporatlon experi.ence, functions to ;iii ,:p e
vaeulm. That is what naturaliy happens. \ncl Coci invented that fu:ci-,:n a;:c
dynaml.c. I didnrt i.rr.vei:t it,, nor did u.ry colieagues. They were nerelli suckeo
lnto the vacuum. Then, i real"ized I have been grlnding the axe c,f a srnilar creEd-*
the trend tolrard elitisn. Flnally I got dom on nry knees and prayed, "Lord, we
must deliver thl.s Or<ier from ell.tisml lfr And Ehe Lord replte<i, t'Joe, you are noE

a
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* :r:-ieel about e;i i ! rir are -iuet werrlec be.a{ise ,.i*r st€ not cae of [he e ^',, 
ie

, ihougltt l qras wr,r-1e: ab,',: elitl,sm, but when I tirrai.Ly nad i.o come in tenns wltn
.iie fact that i"c5- rrtrr:ec about not beLng one a;r(-)nii tne eiite, then . :-etnemberes
i 7}€ cid iecCr,rres J(i r.; t;*{le!6er those te,^ti"res hre $t i l:r RS-Ie fir:e aras )n i:he
./, i1:.rras of Ehe :hui.:' a:*$ "ad to do wltn gne Kirgdrrm of ioc aeveiopingi i,r the
ir+*; l-8 0f Goc deve,. -'1i.-,g. you remember ho$ it \{ent "*:istory ccug,-rs u, t::e Erit€,
4 ',' tne eiite {ii t]-sr$F' de,seioc, tae images- and t',e iEar€s ecuc,it€ t}s -rji -;:. .o'
e, :' biar,, oiaA- bl.a:, . haij troubre remembering t:.a: ^ "! r€cf,'.ire ieLa).r-E ., en

ga."e j.t, I r*as a Jerson '.riio thn,lght tl1s ]ob was j.ire enerai ?atto&'c . Parton
rot! recaii, sai.c tf- his -{en , 'No, vour job is not t{! glve *,D v}u- -1 fe Ycur 1o:.
;q tc get thoSe O, -;r .ons ,:,f bit:nes or. f te (.ii:er s.i.je ta give u- Caeii- -.i.vegi"
w8.:" I thougcr'urn- -)i- .rae te g,et tiiose poof partj^riJants in RS-i out {.t.i iire ,..,..,
srhe:'e Cbey wouis At'e Li-i L1e:r iives As fnr ae. Lrouid slt bacKn riressec ln ry
f ine .niforrr and snifl€ tit',., Dearl-handieo plstol.

.UNIfi

Another axe -.:Bt , *.ave been gri,ncilnr .$ l|}e irend E,c non-cr-r&;i.rtr.rs. :

n vefat flU.nor -,c l.;i! .ierF t,hic,h ha.s .o cit' *ti-fi i,fle onioisgy cf e c;, i€rIr rrri
' Is fetrEDbsf :lold *k . *'rei'.!e.. t-3e ontolog'e ot E,ne rlnea *e GefirorrstraEe de inust
'rarc lnarglns on e rr -.a,-'pr !G vou remember Ehat? Joe ylathews maae a .--i -i,.JFe i
''rr, the Onllrlogy cf t:ie :tne and showed how. by Dutting a line arouno si,in€i.-.. ix.
"ou invent its ot n creatltilv, or you aI 1ow it to be the s:.gni-ticance 1r -i, r..i.
'l rhe brochures tnai -orrre lrrt rclr spLliing of f the page--I ca.-rnot stairC :,,em De-
,:i iFe you can see the DeoD.e vho drew them do not ..rnderstarrc the ontoS-cg;r sr ti:e
.te. ?hey <ion't qrasa ihat .c pur a margin around sorreEhing rnares it sigl,ific.ant.

nr-rei ou ne&lect il'.Jrar^I a ^^Gc you are escaping i-rom :iir- :enanq io giv.. rc :ire
::'t .ai the.sigarfican-e rhat oniy B,r as the artrsi, :ar! qlve 1t. ii].rou sa:r,t'nie,l' I cionf t care about the ontolofr Ali I want to do ].s to iaaKe sr;i.ie:aa.:i!!
tnat rooks sort ci pre.tvr like I used fo ltke when I was an acloiescent". The
trelc to noa-cori*si,Jllrs r.Ias, ln my oplnion, rauseci bv our not havi.ng a perscn
oc ;wo cruciaL ia. -,es rrnen he Led a collegl.un. 'Itre first lhing is some irind ::, a
raE;erlng up cf c-+ e vou are. If it ls a reDart, thatrs f,Lne. But yoii {6t:1e;
ceoEle up ;o t-.i -''.: vou ar;tved at the nlght before in your preparatior. Yo.
say" t'Nos7, this :.r rrjiere r face Ehe contradlction.:rn tiris j-ssue; how couic vou
foliis hei-p rre mcve *-:i1s rock out, of the roadott *ourdrr't t;rat nake a good
'rci.egiun2 7f this were a colleglum, wouldntt vo,. .,e ?leased E,c have me sav,'']dcv the piace wi,er€ I "acec" iast night ln prenarail'on" the faet that i coulc
r.rit move lhis roc*. ,.ul of the road was, blah, bian on the (lngoom of Goc .lome
3n t.oBr You a].i ne^'p re oui about thls.tt Wouldn'i tnat maKe just a trenendo*i.s
er'e,:I morning ini io A g,rl doesntt have to irrtellectuarly solve prob.ens. Ai.i.
it -;&s to dc os ciescriDe h:.s sltuation. lie can get uD anci preseni tliat a$6 Ei-ren
saY '*o t}:,e g:oua. "Now the second act of this venture is for you peopie t.;re1p
get tne rock c,ut *f Ehe road " And if they cantt heip you thatfs all :rgtrt. You
car. sracket the rssue ior a whlie an<i return to it aometime 1ater. Iire Loro
sldr.tt, ever ask us to oove a contradlctit,n that we cannot rrDve.

this brings up another potnt that the New Reality Eurns upon-namelv"
corls€rlslull . Consensus ls not total agreerErrt wlth one another, as vre have said
icr vears. When we form a consensus, that consensus is reality. There isnlt any
oih€r reaiity but o.rr consensug. You nt,ay say to me. rYourre off your rccKe;.
o:ti;isophieaiiy ano eplsteuoioglcallvr" buc I na1ntain thaE that.]-s what reail"ty
is, Reality l-s what we decide lt to be. Consensus l_q ratioffity, iE, logic.
I don't nea$ that, therefore, God grants you the prifflege to carry Erough your
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rrafieuver, or your pl-ar"' :.
up against God when yrru *:.-
Kingdon operates.

0tner axes I i;a.,,. ..

Eaik o:-rce Ehat we are iil'i. :' '
ls i-ioe rh*t we arentl ;:..* !:.

s;c"r:T-:,a;+re being S.O"!" ,.

a.r 1.L h/lr.ds up ln is se, -'' - .
brf c,:.'8 or.lr fofgi.ve&esL i.:i
a"re. "'.r'u efe a forgf..-'.:,.. :
tiiit r lie+C EO 53) dau;.;.r;-,, . i

:. itclr , I 6E as she 1-i , ;.-; .. . .

;ias a gtancc, ti.st ig €i-li-ija.. .' ..

r)rdel: is that atrl of L:s :ii: ii..
kncarin3 we tr/ere f.rrgi.ve:i, .,.,
rc do som*rbiug abcut. i.lrtt .:- -. -

r,ne e[iticai lifc of bellrl. ;.-: ., ]'.
LirEC w8. wcuLci be loyai 'ii) ;r,. ,-

t'," R.Lchar<i NlEbuhr put,= i. .:-

ir1 3 iTrS!'r'iage, or lt:)ielr.r .-..
for. Can any per$on st:r.-. . ..

not :.i :lrarai terru,-'".-i':.: ?:,: ,.,.

outflE.? Does anyoil€ horru . .;. : :.

Oraer. ',te i<now ttrat L.s{:a-.i.: .,.,
reiatlonsirtp beyonri i.il" tii . : .-

rysterious oness of -w-€ !'ral ..,
have goE, togethar ariii .)L-.;
uot only see the 15-8:i7 -. ..-:". -
slaKiag our lLves, Ite aiJ,..Ji;
becau;= you have got r., ;€+ :.-r.r:

to m,al(e my point. K;e;r-r.fio:. ."..

Eryiirg Eo say , "Ttris 1 f,ili,, -, .. ,:,

icok a; iE, does Goc care ..:,. .

eec ;i'ie iittie fistr in r ::. ", . -.

b ui ioirrg ? llno ir; tire' r'ir f, ::- : , .' .. -

to say chal the ttsquea:* 
ii.r ..,. '

texm, "G-FDrr. llave 3lill.! ;'.li:..:ii:: ..,..

GoA does rtot givc ir, :.

hoid ;;rac jr.ist for B sei;w-:.-l
a'tracking en Ldol fotr s,:ire . .:,

Ir:Etingiy iield it as i*i j,;.."' 
i.

w:.i,Eirigiy. Tliat is i.n;;.:r;'..
like i vas ln Suuday Seir;;-, . i-...
deprttions of Jes-rrs Cirrj.r;'. ,:

oi"rr woric oii 'i.he ].5-852 s;i.j r ^

ti:aE vre have createdt iilu.. " :.

of wtrat, you do afcer eae ;; --. .,

of Gad Eo de&I wlth" B,i;; ... .,.
our gurrl creation, a pePar-r;^ ; -

DorrrL you knor.r that eve;:i r-,; -

guli.ty you feel? i; i^E .,:-, "-,,,

lage 3

.." r... .:.irus,rr t very f requeacly . :;-i ycu are
.. ..... ...-.-.:i C0liSensus. Tnat 'is ;r.e ;,.-'," iiig

, :,:.:1 .., ,; vj:.':r .jf our coLl-eag.:es ri:it:c'ij:J.-3d in a
. r-_,, -.;.. ig io make a slign: ci:;.,19:-i-t'rtr. It

.. ' '-..::- .+:, cef tainiy are , ;'r:; 'i.'.---: r ,-,": :.;.:: t !
II ,: , ;.:*,qc my <ieclsions out c,f i,eln3 ;ia S.O.B.,

r.... 'iir,e point is, theref+r-'e! r:'!it ve stand
:- ... . E .l.re forglven for beir;g ,,:':;;Liy wilc lve

:::.;t al"i, but t am iroE calj-ng :**i;u'c, that
: . i:, end i{ary ilork is a f*rg-l''r;!.r, i.'cn-o:-a-

.: :.) 1) rier 6€cisi.ons out L."' ii'a[ .1.-.i1 .*x:, sne
. ',.- :,.i '.s.;rthwhrile. Tne way I u',i;r:e::ar:.d our

. ..:,-t:r- ,:ther one thing: Elte; we i'x€.re going
. -':..;,i, t"irich is, for us tt:e c;':;radiction ia
. .,.: ...,.1r;j, 'rve promised each ocher, taoic the vorr,

..;.j- i.c nad conflcience ln thi.:l ni-lssion, as
. -.-,-,'i:i:u, 1o:faity to your prot*se (:i;le loyalty

,.-i:: .rcu take)is aii you are J;liit asked
.. , .ri ..i. Ehe pron'.lse that ire :ir;:de, -.npli"clt1y--

. . . ':,rc,k Eo ai-i of us, ilheri Ae ciil:.3 into t[ig
...L rr&Li,gir? TLrat ioyalty J"s In*. 

.Dase of the
. :.ir- d.e song-of-bltches; but t/d? a::so 'fAave a

. reiationshLo to the rnysce:)/,, l{e

,.. a ."rri-,.E, che 15-852 attac"li"tr ]l;i: and I
Lhar death groun<i on wn'icl'" wE all are

:. , . ',..-.:; irr", in the guise of Zc;':a ;i:e i3reek--

,. ::i';i,, ot- Go<i." if yo;,.], rc.'.,-*1, $iii,1E i.o
', -, 

.,-:..:j',' 
Show me where? Dg rtre i,i.: ilsh still

. : ,i.:'-'a Ehere plenty ai :;aii;"=;i; -.r: tirls
i..i!.. .;l-'.i.t{-'CefOUSeg I.Iefe efeeEe ; ii.i.)i'i YOU USed

-,..;..*:l'-:,;a.tir paPer was what ycll:iieei-:i by ehe. .^ .\.,, --. l-.-.._Jl

. ., -r.": L5'857" dlchotomryi .rJu* i: s'e cart
.. . -r. 6I rne yet, because C-n;:'"- ;:..rceuient, j-s

., ,: ':: liave a:r ldo1 as :rn i**: :r.t;!vj"ngly or
. : .,,r; people, bl-ess tl:e:-r hea;:;.. are just

'^ . ,.,..,i::t .1:drs face Looked iille l:.;.,a','i *f feminate
'., .:.: -:;, : L*arC" i'ior tb.ese peal,.lj :i.:i.aiJ€ to
-.' -...:; ltiat is not God, thai ls i. ::aae of God

-. -'- '.- i.eve asiyEhiag to tio r+l'ch cnt: iinpiications
. ' ,. .:i-,.:.., Because you have s:.i.ii aiir'c che face
,. .-:irt(:s face the fact thai '.'c ;.r:i. facing

...... .: ,.'. C;i, we w111 not have n"lr i;"c.,u'iom left.
' '|-:' ^i* ^, revererrt Eor:e 'r1:*d57i" hors"i_ .,:)a zLa a

., --r ...'e',;,'-. 5ilt dontt you krrmr Gci lras aiready
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long ago forgLven you for your rei-atLoaship to the L5-852? - That ls uy basic polnt.
If Bonhoefferrs tensr.on betveeri ireedou and obedirnce still neans sorething, what
God realIy warrta ls for you ceopie Eo be free to declde the face of God you are
golng to hold up as Ehat before Hi::.clr you stand. But lf we donf c reaiize that the
L5-852 le Just ag much our creaet-\ril as the golden calf was for the Israelites, ve
are doored, because rre are peoplr; who are unlqueS.y blessed. Itre people in this
Order.are unlquely preparec to respond to the Eystery of liie icself, he 4lstenof Ilfe. We are -gg!gg[. pxeparea. We can ralse the question! Oiher people
cantt because they areBrt prepa:eci to, at least ln thls sense. Behlnd all of
thls you eEcounter just total , ab,solute mystery.

OR,DER

i was golng to say soiceEhing about the thtfd act of the play Our Towa.
Put yourself for a morcBt rato the irood of the thlrd act, and see us sltting
here around these tables as if irre lr€re tosrbgtones. Yru know, one torabsLme, and
anocher to*stone, wl.th ou.: nac.les an'g dates on them. Here is old iiruce
Macoderre toubstone. I"lhai wou-d you rio wLthout Bruce Maconber? I never knew
him untll I went to St. Louis? ar\a lrit,ll recently someone referred to his
rellgious house as the best reii-gious house that they had ever seen.

lJtren I vlsited Bruee ia 5t " Louls , lt seemed to rne he never talkeri about
snything Practlcal . lie wouid introduce a corversation with the question, t\^lhat
ie an arch?tt Hor aany c.t you have ever seen the arch Ln St. Iouis? Ii transceads
everythiag. It arches a1i the bui.idings, and lt is r.mbelievable. Smretimea cne
pilots on the alrllnes fiying over rhe cLty would say, "There Ls St. Lou*,s and
there ls the ardr.'r You wouiti iook <rown and you would be shocked although lt i.s
st11i minlscule because you are so nigh. But there is thls arch, whlcil I cannot.
flgure out and evLdently Bruce couldnrt figure out, why anybody would ever bulld
sorethlng Like that. Ic is the irc,st absurd thlng I have ever seen" Sone people
Joklngly respond to Bruce by sayLng, "weu, that arch ls the hook that the
Martians are golng'to use to d::ar-r ti-ie earth away.rr But every person with a
serious nind that he talkeq to was inmedlately lmrersed in rystery. Wirat is aa
areh? And shat is that arcit ..:ve: ;he city for? that encount,er was one of the
greatest splritizfuig events o! *y liie. I could raise up every one of you,
each of, your tombatones, ari6 ceil.; ,about those particular pol-nis, where for somr
urknown reason the uystery ha{, gresred you. I never for.n<i out what arr arch was,
and Bruce never dld eitherj as far as L know" It ls Just pure mystery.

j. was thlnklng also abour tclnbscone Carlos Olllson and h1,s relationshrp
ln a very concrete sltuatior. ln .vy- Clty. I happened on an eveni-ng when I saw
Carlos get'nad. Now you <icr.tt k:'..c.;r rshat rnad is untl1 you have seen CarLos get
mad. ills naddness Iras controiieo, as far as ilam concerned, by the l'tystery of
Ilfe" Some young person ir. thac ?rcject had several tlnes thaE day Ehat i knew,
antd several tlmes ln the previcue week that other people knerr, 1itera1Iy stood up
agalnst hls prLor. He lras ve:j* :ac:i.rectly and very shrewdj-y trying to dlsestab-
lLsh hls prlor. He dLdnrt kr.rw ;het, Lrqrever. Hle deflance was nalevely
Lntrocent. Earller in the oay, Carios had aselgned thls voung rran to do a partl-
cular task wLth locaL people.. iacer the young guy says to Carlos, 'rYou dldnrt
asstgn re, exactlyrrr and he hac ilscreetly iormd a way our of the work, With
the loca1 people llstenlng in ine narl-, CarLos blen his stack, so well that you
coul<i see Mountaln R:Lvera ano Monanured Aj-i Just coml.ng out of thelr corners. He
plored lnto that yormg guy. X, was sitting at a prlze fLsht ln ury imagiDation:
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"There he gives a right, and a ieft, and thea anotirer rlghtr'an<i tiren he poun<is

him. " Ihe amazl,ng thlng was the next day the young man was a different person.
He was thoroughly obedlent. To every reguest he responded, "Yds, slr, Carlos."
He had become a dLfferent peraon because of that beatlng up! Wnat i am tryLng
to say ls that the myetery of llfe ae lt touches anybody, Carlos or Bruce or
anybody, is the [ysLery of 1ife, and you never can tel1 hory it is going to come
out.

It renlnds ne of a poen we rrsed ia CS-I, the first line of which is "God
waits to declde whaE the fut.ure wiiL be untii vou deeide"'r If tha: qoesc,rt.
touch into the mystery at the very center of your exlstence, i donrt knos what
does. I cantt go through ary whole iist of tombstones, but we are a family, a
flne faulIy of S.O.B.ts, arentt we? Once we as a group approprLate Ehat, we
have real polrer.

Where have you experienced the Kingdorn of God ia your reading lateLy?
Flcti.on, noveLe, non-ftction, poetry, songs, <iances, rrcvles, games, records?
That would be my worlehop if i were going to have one.

Ttre thing I am proud abouc in our Or<ier is that we have surviveci Joers
ceath. At the beginnlng of the GRA. I was very worrLed about our Order. I
E:rought, t'How can rre survive?" In che flrst place, I oniy ever went to a sutruner
D;ogram to hear what Joe said at the last. i dLcinlt really eare what aayone else
said. Wasnrt that true f,or aiI- of you? But we actua)-1y have made it through
thls sunrner wlthout Joe" it is not because we are without Joe, it Ls because
Joe is more present rtrith us norr, ti:an ever before. Th=C ls not sorne kind cf
sentimentality that I roake up to cry to pretend Joe ls stili standing arouad here.
But he is very present Ln our cofifiron interior counciis. I remesrber when he came
to Perklns School of Tlneoiogy in 1952 where I had recently enrolied. 'tJe were
preparlng for a spring banquet and some of r.rs talked Lyn into lettlng r-is steal
his tweed sports jacket. t,le pr:t it cn a dummy which we placed in the mid<iie of
the table and over it we hung a hig sign indicatlng a balloon, li.ke in tire
cartoons, whtch saLd, t'AlI thai is, &." The attending professors \Jere muttering
to themselves, "We1l , tha8 seeils to ?IE ratJ.onaLly truer" or, "lhat statqrent is
lrrationally absur<l .tt And ali lliat, sign said was Just exactly what.Joe stood
for: the sLmple, affinnation r,hac aii thac is, ls. in this ii.fe tha: fact ls
all that you can depend upon. Couid you ask for rpre?

VISION

Brlan Stanfleid broughc it ho@ for me one mornlng when he <ild a witness
on the Klngdom of God, in which he gou out o1d St. Paul who said horu we are all--
toes, toenails, etc.--in the BoCy of Chrlst. I lnferred that, the Klngdom of God
ls being in thl.s kind of body. It Ls slmply that for me to be ln thls body, Irve
declded. Ls the lienr Reaiity" fnat may souind audaclous to aome of you, but I
Ehlnk thalis because you have some utoplan idea about the Ktngdom of God. thls
_ls the Klngdon of God. Hcre it ls. Tashkent, Natrobt, Mextco City, Odessa,
Canton, Lagos.

Long ago when we wer"e relglng the question, r\^lhat ls fatth?rr, Joe would
aaswer ltke thls: ttThere Li a tot'm in Texas caLled Waco." '\,rlhat ls falth?rr we
would say. He would responri, rul.leil , lf you havenrt been to Wacor you havenrt
been to Waco.r' Noru there in a town there that ls called Wacahatchle. We would
whl,sper, r$hat is falth?" H+" would rep1y, t'If you haventt been to Wacahatchle,
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you haveatt been to i{acahatchi,e.r' That rras so porrerful that lt began to clouti
all of our raElonal ecreens. lJe sars that we wereatt talklng about sonetiri.ng
ratlonal or lrration8l, not abouc eoneEhlng Ehat could eveo be subJected to a
{lcree[. We were talklng about, "If you havenrt been to Wacor you haventt beerr to
Waco.t' That ls all there ie to it. lhls was, in my e:rperLence, the beginning of
Ehe uee of Ehe Lndirect phenouenoLogl.eal rnr"thod. Here is lny rrcuenc of pedagogy:
The phenmenological rnethod le, "If you etand and look where I iook oE Eo trhere
I anr polntingr you wlll see rrhaE I Bee.'r fnat ls very slmple. You may calL ic
'hubblybugt' and I may cali it '\+eek-y-dy-we€krr, but you will see the sare thing
I .see.

IL Ls the onLy uethod that r,rtll deai wlth what Tllilch calls "i{isEoryrs
Productsrr. HJ.story produces n,othi.ng but faiLure, over and over agaLn. You know
that. AlL of you winners si:ould ieave uhe room. History produces failure, be-
cause everything dlee" But it also produces, on top of the faiiure, Ehe
g!glg}J. new. I an usffi Tilileh aLaost word for word here. lt is aot the
"sort of newtr, Ilke plnk curtalns as a change from blue; tt Ls the absoluteLy,
ur&eard of , never !.nveated before, new, that history produces. Therefore, lf
you brLng to the absoluteLy new sor€ understandlng by whlctr you are goiag to
interpret lt by eaylng, t'Today is going to be lLke yesterdayr" yo,r are not going
to face the absolutely new ac all. Instead you are golng to find a way to bulld
yourself an l.lluslon. Hhen history is constantly produci.ng the absol"utely new
on top of faLlure upon faiiure, the only kind of method you c:rn use ls one ihat
brlngs someone to stand where you stand io look at the absoluteiy ne!, as you are
looklng at lt and requLres that borh of you descrlbe it. That hurnan nethod 1s
the reans by whlctr you have dlscourse wlthout argument. It j.s the phenouenologlcal
.Ethod. I am talJslng about rrParadoxlcal Particlpation[ by which I mean Ehe
estranged (as Tilllch would put ti) partlcJ.pate l.n the lnfl.nite to which it
belongs. Do you hear the paradox in that? Ttre estranged, the finlce (how our
fathers have struggled to tali( about "i.n but not of") the llnrited Ln the infinite.
Ttris ls the uystery of our cormrudty, and we are the only people tEIt I knonr of
on che face of thl,s p1aneE who know they partlcipate Ln thls.

?RESERVATION

Do you year& for iii,e iim* whea our Order will become rea)-ly, honesr to
God, incluslve? InclusLve of everybody! I was reaaiag a book by fnonas liercor.
called, trConJecturee of a Guilev Bystanderr" and I thought, boy wouid ihai nake
a good tlEle for my lecture.

Ihomas Merton says that ttre Ereat tenptation of Christlans ls to someh@,
noE love the brother, your feiiow beings, because of some 1lttLe Eeeny rJeeny
thlng you have got in your ornr heart. Wtry ln the world would you love Don? Don
Just doeanrt look good, he ls ugly. Or, why should you iove oid, neurotic Art?
A11 of Ehese things are Lit,tl-e ninlscule reasons why you flnaliy give up on
lovLng people, or doart ever Lry to iove them ln the flrst place. Or, are not
concerned for theu comprehenslveiy. You and I carmot force the reuolon, whlch
ls the Klngdm of God. We can not force lt. A11 of the speeches, ali of the
thlngs that you can do to beep a guy from speaking, none of that wlII" force rhe
rer.nrlon of grace. But \re can get one another ready for the Kalros, or the
Klngdm of God.

I wleh I could get peopi.e ready for the breakfast conversatlon Ln the
rcrnLng. L guess I bave another axe to grlnd: the breakfaet converaation when
the leader ealls for the nelrs part and usually sonebody reports, ilOhr alnrt lt
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arful .rt (X'hatts \rhat I call the report.) ttOkay, tell r'tre stlute morert'says the
leader, !r about toh, aintt lt anfulr.rr Ttre reporter elaborhtes, "0h, ai-nrt Lt
awful, awful, anoful." And then after that contLnues for awhlle the next guy
saysr "oh, but, thls happened and i.tts nlce.t' He then reports, t'oh, alntt it
nlcertr and elaborates, t'Itts nlce, ni"ee, rdce.rr ttoh, ,1ntt Lt ntceltteverybody
aays. And the firsE reporcer saysr trYes, but ny point was toh, aintt lt alnfuir
and look at all the support Itve gotten." Ttre the t'Oh, alntt lt awful'r guys
and the rroh, ainf t it nice" guys go to lt. It turns lnto a real couedy. If we
could recover our breakfast conversatlons es events condltioned by the mystery
of llfe, maybe we vould aIl- sit there and not, say anything, but Just watt on the
Lord. The grace of the Klngdm cannot be forced. But rre can make ourselves
ready for lt.

DESTlNY

I an golng Eo tell you one more story and Ehen sit down. The story I am
going Eo tell you lras reported ln TIME and NEWSWEEK a few years ago. I always use
lt in Torrn Meetj-ngs because the klnd of talk that I try to glve l-n Tor,rn Meetings
is one that produces a State of Being ln the people. The intentLon of the first
talk in a Town heting is to brlng the people t,o a potnt of consciousness whereby
they will have sufficientS.y Junped over all of their preJudices to be more than
willlng to rrcet, lrith a group of oeople and entertain any klnd of new notion that
others mlght present, to them in the workshop on the vision and conlraciictions.
This is what I caLi a SEate of Being talk. TLre illustration that i have folnd
most successful ie based on a series of i.ntervierrs with a number of people who
had faced certain deaEh and survived. Some of these people haci been bitEen by
poisonous snakes an<i normally would have died shortiy. ?hey representeci all kinds
.of cases like that. A1L of these people testified to three thlngs, the Lltree
act,sr they encountered ln facing certain death. The dramawas best described by
a fellot'r who felL out of an alrplane. He dldnft have any parachute, and tre fel}
dorn, dot^m, dorn, down, dorln. lie hit the ground and aceldentaliy, somehow or
other, was providentially savedl mysterlously saved. He got up and walked ar^ray.
You can imaglne, if you had been the news reporter, how you would want Eo know
what had happened on the rlay dor^rn to the ground. tr'Iell, all of these peopie who
had faced certaLn deach and survlved for miraculous or mysterious reasons said,
that the first thing they experlenced wa. "irlO!t' Just like when I am assigne<i t.o
run the elevator or wash the dishes. Ttrey experlenced, "NO! This canrt be.
This l-s not Ln my screen, it is not in my plan. I had planned to go from
Chicago eo AElanta. Hs&, can I be faLling out of the airplane?r' A great bigrrN0t't sits in the personrs lmaginatLon for some tlme. The second response was,
"We1L, lt,rs golng to be and itrs obvlously there. There is the ground coming at
me, anci here an I going tor^rard it.tr Ttrey testtfled that the next act was one
that we often irear about: the experlence of oners whole life in review. Ttrey
witnessed a panoramic vi.sion of thelr whole life. Ttrey further clarifled that
lt wasnrt their whole life, but a revlan of varLous tlmes of slgnlficance. In
the mldst of this review even painfui. things that had happened to them in their
lives were glven back to them as glorlous 'by contrast. And then came the third
aet, which is the one that really intrLgues me; I liken thls thlrd act of certain
death to our consci.ousness as an Order and as a Movement. It is when one has
seen the ItNOI'r that he has said to every single thlng, and then has seen the
panoramlc wonder lt ls to partielpate ln Being ltself; it is then that Being
"lends ltself to you for a lLtt,le whilet', or 'You rlse from a dark abyss 

"nd 
yo,,

go to a dark abyss." itre third act these people all testified to, without having
collaborated (tlrey were interviewed separateLy) was that what you experLence
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after the great panoraalc view Le your owa great, enthrall-ed ecstasy at havl.ng
exactly lrhaf youfve gotl Ttrat ls to aay, your !,plat. Ttre'ecetatic ,YES to your
olrn most personal, lndivldual, unl.que, unaccounted for, hdteful, lovely, and
whatever else you lrant to ca1L Lt,,- jiggE. the guy who fell out of the aJ.rplane
sald, t'I 3ust wanted to go splatl" Asd he lras even a Ilttle dlsappolnted.when he
survlved! Itrls ls what I ihlnk is our Orderrs conatant overarching potential!
not to be Ln the state of sayl,ng, ttNO, NO, life cantt be thle wEYril not to
declare, ttoh, alntt lt awful or nLce'r, but to say ttYES", ecstatltally to your olrnglvlng up of your own llfe for the sake of the Mystery ihat made you free- and
alloned you to be. Wtrat, a vocatLon.


