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The Global Historical Order

Joseph W. Mathews

Grace is yours and peace, from God our Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ, Amen.

Perhaps it was more appropriate this year than ever befor
that we had people not only out in the world during the summer but
circumnavigating it; for this is the time which is really global

in spirit and in deed. VYet I think it was not until this summer

+that we were capable of becoming global. As long as we had one more
bit of preparation to do, we could not go global. Going global is
something that happens down inside of you, not something to do
outside of yourself.

This may sound incredible to you, but for two days I have been
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“racking my mind as to what else we have to do to get ready, and
T t

to this moment I have not been able to come up witn a single thing.
s me feel unreal. You probably noticed that this is the
ime that we did not project at the end of the assembly

what was going to happen next summer, I have been trying to figure
out what is going to happen next summer--but I don't see anything
left to do., That is why some of us have been saying among ourselves
that this is the last assembly--that anext summer, perhaps, it ought
to be that for one week ten thousand of us come together to catch
one another up, readiust our sighits and obijectives and prepare one
another spiritually to march into another year. The job 1is now to
go and do what we have said must be done. There is a great deal of
research that must go on, but now 1t is research to £i11 full the
framework that we already have. It mav be that in the future we will
have fifty-four research assemblies, one for each area across the
globe, in which you might be working out the fine details of the

40 strategic clusters worked out by the Tactical Systems group this
summer.
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We were out this summer to discover the "whistle points' that
would start the snowball that would end in the avalanche. Well,
the assembly found those whistle points. When they spun off of their
40 strategic clusters and came out with their results, at first I
was shocked. Then, as I began to work on rhem, I began to say,
"Yes, that's right." HNow if anybody comes up to me and asks me how
you go about radically changing the garsetw of this globe, I have
an answer. That is startling to me, but I'm getting used to it,
and 1 believe it more today than I did v%gtergag and certainly more
than I did on Saturday.

To such a questioner today, I would say something like this:
'Develop a global myth. Develop a global secular order. Develop
a global secular evangelic thrust. Arrange for local participation.
Arrange for basic programming. Arrange For a secular demonstration
project. Arrange for primal community. Arrange for local engagement
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and for demonstration of authentic existence in society.” That is
the way youa go about changing things, and I think this would change
any soclety. For if it be true that we have touched the radical
buttons of soclality itself, then this would change any society at
any time in story. 1 would go so far as to add that whenever there
has been a radical alteration in the web of relationships in the
community of man, it was done only that way.

I suppose that the most startling thing to me or the :
that has caused the deep struggle within me relative to this has
been the realization of how far along we are in being ready to do
exactly what the summer came up with. I have taken their words
and adjusted them to my own vocabulary for the sake of seeing
relationships, but you will see my point when you read their work
carefully. We have talked many times together of the showers of blessing
that God has poured out on us. It is a funny thing, but those rain-
storms of blessing really stand out clearly when you get beyond
your immediate situation. It's pretty grimy up here, right in front
of your nose: what you have to do today and tomorrow and what vou had
to do yesterday--that is pretty nitty-greitty stuff--but when you
take a long sweeping look at your life, then by golly, you see tha
you have been blessed. And when you ses that with your being, the
it's a funny thing, but even out aere it seems to be raining all
the time. Have you noticed this? Recently, I have found myself
almost crying down inside to cut it off, cut it off. Well, some
of us for years have talked about how God has taken our bumbling and
our stumbling and made something worthwhile out of them., Or, if vou
look back, it seems that he has moved us step by step in spite of
our ignorance and inadequacies and our weakness and rebellion.

N

am trying to say is that now we have got our secular myth:
s

What 1
it is in those other world charts. There is work to be done on it,
but it's there., What is down undasrneath that which you have been
building on for a long ftime is your being. That secular myth is
the first thing we have just been given. The second is the secular
order--the religious order--which is to say, our troops., If you
were not aware of that before you first walked into the assembly,
you discovered then that it was here. And although you and I may
foul up, it is not because God did not deliver this toc us. Obviously,
there is a long way to go. There ought to be 10,000 of us right now.
The third thing we have now is a world-wide global impactment system.
R5-1 is where we started, and now we have the concept of popular
preaching. My brother has suggested we call that "popular diatribe'--
that before we put a negative connotation on that word, it was a
great word that meant non-logical lectures or spinning, just every
day sitting down and talking on serious subjects without trying to
systematize everything into an intellectual universe. Well, we have
that impactment system.

We have said that finding the whistle points requires having a
whistle, a tune to whistle on it and a whistler. Well, in these
e
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three things, you have the whistle, the tune and the whistler. The
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tune is obviously the other world; and it's pretty clear that your
global secular-religious order is the one w&a is going to blow the
whistle; and your whzstle is that fundamental, basic impact system,
The other six points that they came up with are the places where
these whistlers stand, so to speak, blowing this whistle with this
tune. But my point is that those first three things are in being,
and long before vyou or I really knew what their functions were we
were bullding toward this hour. HMaybe this indicates to you
something »f The way I have been startled.

by

The other sin points I don't want to analyze right now. One of
them is the religious houses where you have a demonstration of the
style of humanness, of corporateness in depth held up before this
world. GSomebody told me cut in the region of San Francisco that
it was not what the rleigious houses said, though I imagine a lot of
them yak a great deal. And it was not anything that they did that was
important, but it was their presence, just thelr being there. I
suspect that is very right. I.think that as we end our council we will

have some 80 houses across the world, will we not?

Another one of those points is building the primal community
on jfthe local level--that is your Local Church Experiment, geared for ... .
the whole world. No matter how big a burden lies ahead, that machinery
is moving. Another point is a basic local training system
-in which you not only impact and awaken people, but you also give
them the equipment whereby they can operate as social human beings
on the local level and provide a means of direct engagement in the
ordering of the social processes on that level. That's the guild
construct. It is already in being with the businessmen and the
professional men of the Movement that are forging a national guild.

The next one deals with the problem of actual local participation
in the global decisions that have to do with one's destiny. What it
calls for is local, practical research complexes. It is pretty obvious
from our experimentation with this throughout the Movement that what
we call the research network is built around the P.S.U. model, and
that is the model which operated this whole assembly this summer
and 1t ig the model cut of which this very council is operating.
In-the world of tomorrow, authenfical}y paﬁtl@ibat;ﬁg in the decisions
that determine the future is going to be done by small groups that
tﬁln% corporately and write corporately and get tneir creativity

into the stew at the foundational level. That is going to replace
this bourgeois liberal concept of one man-one vote and is obviously
far more radical.

The last ef the nine calls for demonstration projects that hold
before people a model of a comprehensive concept of community; that
is 85th City. The day after tomorrow or in a decade or two there is
called for a 5th City project in the 54 areas that define this world.

. Now, this is what I mean when I say that we are ready for this
maré%. We have indeed turned the corner this summer psychologically,
missionally, spiritually, corperately, and have the proper instruments
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for the march. I repeat, [ really do not conceive of anything

that we arz in need of that wo u d cause us to pause one more year,
But you think hard on that during these days. We are rﬂ@é% to
march and therefore we are ready to go global, I

§M¢

say again
going giobal doesn't have aﬁythins to do with Yout there”

he first instance, it nas te do with Yin here’--we are not going

ro the first mile if we don't go global inside. This has to do

I like to say thinking globally, feeling globally, analyzing

slobally, Dléﬁﬁln? giauailg§ regolving globally. And if vou are

that is extremely difficult to accomplish in yourself,
,f? time I turn arcund, I find myself thinking and feeling
ot

tupid white man. Or I find myself thinking and

res g as a Westerner, as a citizen of the United States; and
indeed, T am all of these things. But I like to say that although
fate is soversign, tThere is one chance and one way o escape
fate and that is toward the future--and this is true of everyone of
us here. Then the ironvy is that you conquer fate. It lies slain

at vyour feet because you have permitted it to conquer and have
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ubmitted yourself in obedience to it, That is, I don't have to be

sub
tomorrow what I am today. We have got to go global. We must in a
very kindly way no longer tolerate within our midst an American who
thinks as an American or an Australian who thinks as an Australian
or a Chinese person who thinks as a ,hzﬁegee And the strange thing
ig that, in the midst of this common struggle, we see that we are
one, that a biack man is no different tian this white man, that

he has the struggle to stick his Fist through his own blackness

nto fransparency And a Westerner at this point is not set aside
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Ean@rﬁS%w»aeth of us have to stick our fists through our

dest our fate., That iz going global. The external part of that
will care of itself if we can get nold of it down inside.

Your liberal whites in this country are going to sav pooch, poch,
it is impossible for a Westerner and an Easterner to become authentic
pirit colleagues; that 1t is impossible for a black man and a
white man to stand shoulder-to-shoulder as colleagues in a common
task, in which you do not have to ask me to apologize for my whitensss

¥
and 1 do not have to ask you to be a second-rate person in terms
of your blackness. But we'll show them different. That is what I
mean by going global--that we become this indicative that has broken
ose in the midst of our being:; that we discipline ourselves relative
hat indicative which is present,
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This means that the hour is come, although we are in no hurry,
when our external form must be cha rgeé One thing this means is that
we have to go "areal.” We have tried operating by regions and found

tried continents and found that

O i.
that was too small a unit., We have
larg is clear now that we go areal in terms of our basic
ioning across the globe. There are 54 areas on the grid of
1 t. This is geoing to cut across the terrible sickness in
e Church that manifests itself as national churches or as churches
b i if you are going to deal with the area
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How, vou cannot have an order in our day if the "last fat
lady" cannot part ici;rte in it., The movemental orﬁer ”ﬁﬁ%i&tg of
those trapped in fate in such a way tna; it would
for them to be a part of the serving o

extended order, You can think of many

hey are under the commitment of the order, ‘
discipline of the order; and there are no levels
no path of the sort that you and I vyearn for: to be
but in a less ordered way, where could give about h
being to God and do what Jolly well pleased with thé
And if that wish doesn't come to you, it does to me all
but that is wish-dreaming when you stand before God.
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What vou and I know, and I announce it now, is that the
movemental order is in bekng The serving ovder is in being, the
extended order is in being, and now the movemental order is in being.
And like everything else in iif , things come to be before you
understand what they are; God alw&ys acts before he tells vou what
he has done. You are always trying to catch up on what he has salready

done.

This vear we are going to figure out how to say what a movemental,
xtended, and serving order is. That is the proper place, I believe
or ug to begin our Z0-vear maprch, our move to become what we
already arve, a secular-religious order, We are in no hurry; as
far as I am concerned, we have four vears to do it. But we start
now, What I would like to see this vear is the reli gisas o;g g
across the world and the people in the vegions who are part of the
movemental order working together and separately, pushing to the
bottom what we should look like. At present, all that we have
written of ocur rule is the preface. The day after tomorrow we are
going to need to have a written rule, but we are not running a boy scout
troop, and therefore are in no hurry. One thing that is pretty
clear to me is that we are the most disciplined body of people in
history at this moment; and we became disciplined without a formal
rule., I suppose if t%ey carved down in your heart they might find
some writing there of the rule, and I suspect that is where it
belongs. At the same time, we have to think curselves through with
deep clarity on this subject.
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Anyway, what a v@ment’ You never dreamed that there would be

a time when you could participate in building the very foundation

£ something that ﬁzéﬁt @eﬂahaaﬁe do something to history for the
well-being of all mankind. I suppose, down deep in the souls of
the kind of people that come together like this, in the midst of
all our weakness and warpedness, there was a touch of fire inside
that was screaming for a way to be of service to mankind and to be
obedient unto God. What a moment. I tell you, it is getting pretty
close to what I mean by a seizure of bliss., Anyway, let’s have
fun doing it to God's glomy.







